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PREFACE. 



Amongst all the trials for witchcraft, with which we are acquainted, 
few have attained so great a celebrity as that of the Lady Canoness 
of Pomerania, Sidonia von Bork. She was accused of having by her 
sorceries caused sterility in many families, particularly in that of the 
ancient reigning house of Pomerania, and also of having dest^royed the 
noblest scions of that house by an early and premature death. Not- 
%vithstanding the intercessions and entreaties of the prince of Bran- 
denburg and Saxony, and of the resident Pomeranian nobility, she 
was publicly executed for these crimes on the 19 th of August, 1620, 
on the public scaffold, at Stettin; the only favour granted being, that 
she was allowed to be beheaded first and then burned. 

This terrible example caused such a panic of horror, that contem- 
porary authors scarcely dare to mention her name, and, even then, 
merely by giving the initials. This forbearance arose partly from re- 
spect towards the ancient family of the Von Berks, who then as now 
were amongst the most illustrious and wealthy in the land, and also 
from the fear of offending tiie reigning ducal family, as the Sorceress, 
in her youth, had stood in a very near and tender relation to the 
young Duke Ernest Louis von Pomraern-Wolgast. 

These reasons will be sufficiently comprehensible to all who are 
ftimiliar with the disgust and aversion in which the paramours of the 
evil one were held in that age, so that even upon the rack these sub- 
jects were scarcely touched upon. 

The first public, judicial, yet disconnected account of Sidonia's trial, 
we find in the Pomeranian library of Dahnert, 4th volume, article 7, 
July number of the year 1756. 

Dahnert here acknowledges, page 241, that the numbers from 302 
to 1080, containing the depositloBS of the witnesses, were n^ 
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coming up to his time, but that a Priest ia Pansin, near Stacgard, by 
name Justus Sagebaum, pretended to have them in his hands, and, 
accordingly, in the 6th volume of the above-named journal (article 4, 
of April, 1756), some very important extracts appeared from them. 

The records, liowever, again disappeared for nearly a century, until 
Barthold announced, some short time since,* that he had at length 
discovered them in the Berlin library; but he does not say which, for, 
according to Schwalenberg, who quotes Dahnert, there existed two or 
three different copies, namely, the " ProlocoUum Jodoci Neumarks," the 
so-called " Acta Lothmanni," and that of " Adami Moesters," contra- 
dicting each other in the most important matters. Whether I have 
dra^ra the history of my Sidonia from one or other of the above-named 
sources, or from some entirely new, or, finally, from that alone which 
is longest known, I shall leave undecided. 

Every one who has heard of the animadversions which "The Amber 
Witch" excited, many asserting that it was only dressed-up history, 
though I repeatedly assured them it was simple fiction, will pardon 
me if I do not here distinctly declare whether Sidonia be history or 
fiction. 

The truth of the material, as well as of the formal contents, can be 
tested by any one by referring to the authorities I have named; and in 
connexion with these, I must just remark that, in order to spare the 
reader any difficulties which mighfr present themselves to eye and ear, 
in consequence of the old-fashioned mode of writmg, I have modernised 
the orthography, and amended the grammar and stracture of the 
phrases. And, lastly, I trust that all just thinkers of every party will 
pardon me for having here and there introduced my supernatural views 
of Christianity. A man's principles, as put forward in his philosophical 
writings, are in general only read by his own party, and not by that 
of his adversaries. A Rationalist will fly from a book by a Super- 
naturalist as rapidly as this latter from one by a Friend of Light. But 
by introducing my views in the manner I have adopted, in place of 
publishing them in a distinct volume, I trust that all parties will be 
induced to peruse them, and that many will find, not only what is worthy 
their particular attention, and matter for deep and serious reflection. 

I must now give an account of those portraits of Sidonia which are 
extant 

As far as I know, three of these (besides innumerable sketches) 

. * nd FomeTMiia, toI. Ir. page 486. 






I'.IEFAce. 
in Stetlln, fiia oUier in the lower PomerMtil 
dad A Ulird nt Stargonl, near RegeniTalclc, !n the cail 

1 am Kcqiulntert only with the U)t-niiRled picEure, 
«grBB ^ch Toaay ia thinking that it is tlie only originsl. 

is here rapresenled in the prime or mature beauty. 
net Is drown ovai her almost ijntden yellow hoir, and her neck, Brms, 
ami hands ara profusely covered with jewuls. Her bmiica of bright 
purple is trilnnled with (mostly fur, and the robe is of 
hor hand aiie uirries a sort of pompadour of brown leather, of the moBLi 
eicgant Girm and Bnish. Her ejsa and moath are tieC pleasing, nc 

ithetanding their great beaaty — in the month, pnrticnlarJy, 
disoorer an expreBsbm of cold malignity. 

The painting is beaatifally e:CRcn(ed, and it erldeDlly nf the Bchont 
of Iionis Kianach. 

Immediately beliind this furm, there ia nnother loolcing over the 
Dnlder of Sidonia, like a terrible apcotre fa highly poetical idoa)j 
fi)r thia spactie is SIdonin lui^lf painted oa a Sorceress. It nii 

been added, aftur a lapse of many years, Co Che youthful 
Thich belongs as X have said tn the school of Kmnniih, whereas 
Slid flgnre portrays anmislakeably the icliool of Kubena. It Is 
rfiill; characteristic painting, and no imo^atlon could eoncd re 
itrastiDQreshndderingljxwtiil. TheSDrccreEsisarrayedinberi 
tnenCa — white wiih black stripes; and round her 
Mund a narrow band of black velvet >pot«d with gold. In 
(ind of a work-basket, Irat of the nimplesl wnrkraanship 



or the other portraits I cunnnC speak from my own p 
ipection; but to judge by the drawings dtkaii irom them ta 
bare had access, they ap[»itr to ^Qbr completely, not only b 
stume but in the ch.iracl^r of the countenance from the one I luT^ 
dcMribed, wbioh there is no doubt must be the original, i 
bei-anse it bears all the charactnlBtiis of that school of p> 
approftcbed nearest to the age in which Sidonia lived — 
to leao, bat also by the Eiot, that a sheet of pape 
inscription was fijund beliind the painliug, betraying evident marks of 
■gp in its blodiened colonr, the form of the letters, and the expressions 
employed. The inscription is ai following:— 

" Thia Sidonia von Sort wua in her youth the moat beautiful, and 
I richeal of the maidena of Poraerania. She inherited ni 
im her parents, and thus was in her own right a poase^si 
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a county. So her pride increased and many noble gentlemen who 
sought her in marriage .were rejected with disdain, as she considered 
that a count or prince alone could be worthy of her hand ; for these 
reasons she attended the Duke's court frequently, in the hopes of 
winning over one of the seven young princes to her love. At length 
she was successful, Duke Ernest Louis von Wolgast, aged about 
twenty, and the handsomest youth in Pomerania, became her lover, and 
even promised her his hand in marriage. This promise he would 
faithfully have kept if the Stettin Princes, who were displeased at 
the prospect of this unequal alliance, had not induced him to abandon 
Sidonia, by means of the portrait of the Princess Hedwig of Brunswick, 
the most beautiful princess in all Germany. Sidonia thereupon fell 
into such despair, that she resolved to renounce marriage for ever, and 
bury the remainder of her life in the convent of Marienfliess, and thus 
she did. But the wrong done to her by the Stettin Princes lay heavy 
upon her heart, and the desire for revenge increased with years, besides 
in place of reading the Bible, her private hours were passed studying 
the * Amadi?,* wherein she found many examples of how forsaken 
maidens have avenged themselves upon their false lovers by means of 
magic. So she at last yielded to the temptations of Satan, and after 
some years learned the secrets of witchcraft from an old woman. By 
means of this unholy knowledge, along with several other evil deeds, 
she so bewitched the whole princely race that the six young princes, 
who were each wedded to a young wife, remained childless ; but no 
public notice was taken until Duke Francis succeeded to the Duchy 
in 1618. He was a ruthless enemy to witches; all in the land wpr 
sought out with great diligence and burned, and as they imanimouf 
named the Abbess of Marienfliess * upon the rack, she was broug 
to Stettin by command of the Duke, where she freely confessed all t 
evil wrought by her sorceries upon the princely race. 

*' The duke promised her life and pardon if she would free the c 
princes from the bann; hut her answer was that she had enclosf 
spell in a padlock, and flung it into the sea, and having ask 
devil if he could restore the padlock again to her — he repliec' 
that was forbidden to him;" by which every one can perceive 
destiny of God was in the matter. 

" And so it was that, notwithstanding the intercession of 



** Sidonia never attained this dignity, though Micraelius and ( 
her the title. 
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neigliboiiring courts, Siilonia waa bronght to tlie 
there beheailed, and aftemords humed. 

" Before bee death the prince ordered her partroi t to be painted, ia I 
1 age and prison garb, behind that irhicli represcnled her in tl 
ime of youth. After ins death, BogislalT XIV., the last dilk^ 
gsve this pieturo to my ^andmother, ivhosfl hnahand hiid obo tu 
I HIlBd by the Sorcenas. My father received it from lier, and I fr 
I him, along with the atory irhicli is hera written down.' 
" Henry Gi.-stavl's Schwal 



m.— The slylo of Ihia '■ Imorlpllon" 
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liare had liEi Ter^ioa compareil nltfa Lhu orlBliuil la etargord — through thfl 

Its), gliei tbo ciniclniiDn thiu : " Prom wlioin my futtisr rso^TSil [1, uid I 
rrom him. ilonit »i[h Iha storj preoiialy u gi'™ h"" ^f H. B, Sohwalenborg." 

Bork. who tuid iBten (he IbIb from Babwalenber^'etuitarj'DCthB Fammniui 
I exha snlj In minuicrlpl. ind to which I hits hid no 
mlt IhB first reidlng, than ttai? wtiUir inuM be ■ Bchm- 
■ gnnditiDthEr " will not Dlear up thu matter, fyc Bidoidl, 
the tortnn, eonffsasd it the seveolh rgiieitlan, thsl ibe bad 
deUh of Doctor BohwiLleiiliarB (lie wu counicllor : 
.t Ibe eleienth quntlon. that lii^r hralhci'i iim^Otla Btrk. had , 
bar loiuini, who then Is thU ■• I"? Evon Sldani.'i p 





Id not tiam the origlnal-of MhneFt. 

at that eariy period was 

■onnl von Mellln 

^Ukiti «n teatUlT' This Is flooflrmHl by anatiioF paper Ibund aloni; with 

Hi tFAdltlon, but of mnch mdre modern appeavanoe. which 

at ttaa tiatare was rsrooeed by SBi!a«alve inhnritore. flrtt from 

iDTf to atargord. from thsDoe (o Ueinriduberg (there 

Poroeranla ottOt namti, ana flnallf finm HeinrialisbuFg. In Iha 

I a weoiid Ume ranio«d to 9iargord hj lie laat iaharllc 

eliillerslrirf Uei betiwni Oarti and Btcnln on th? Odi^r 
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1'/ »''»l«f/Arr THE POrKTKZTTn. THC t.\^1 ViZtLZ O? POVKSAyiJl. 



M/jKiT Kmiitbut PttfKCie AJiD GBACiocg LoBD,— Serene Prince. Yoor 
If fgtintiM gAV0 IDO A eommUtUm in put ye&ra to travd throngh all PomeranU, 
wwl If I m«t with any persons who could give me certain " information " 
ratpoAtinx th« notorious and accursed witch Sidonia Ton Bork, to set down 
parefull/ all they stated, and bring it afterwards into connexum for your 
hl((lmoNS. It Is well known that Duke Francis, of blessed memory, nerer 
would penult the accursed dncdt of this woman to be made public, or her 
ooiifdNsloti upon the rack, fearing to bring scandal upon the princely house. 
llHt your Vnrene Highness viewed the subject differently, and said that it was 
good tw every ouo, but especially princes, to look into the clear mirror of 
history, and liehold th«»ro the faults and follies of thebr race. For this reason 
m^y uu truth t>o onUtted ht^rc. 

To such princely eonunandi I have proved myself obedient, collectlag all 
InAmuaUon, whetUw good or evil, and oonccallng nothing. But the greater 
nuiulMMT who rv^ateil tht»»t things to me could scarcely speak for tears, for 
whwv^Y^MT 1 travtriled thi^oughout Pomeraiila, as the faithful servant of your 
HighiM»«ik uolUUig was h««ard but lainentaUoos fhMin old and young, rich and 
\HMH\ thai thU exiM^rabW Soroere«», out of sataido wickedness, bad destroyed 
IhU lUuatHsHW ravM\ who hs^l ht>)d tholr lands firom no emperor, in feudal 
l^mr« Ukv-t olh«Hr li«>ruum prUiee«» but in their own right, as absohite lords, 
•Umm li^vi^ hvuHbfvd y<>ar9» and thw^ f^ twenty yean it seemed to rest iqpon 
l^v^ gsKH^y prtoeeik y«t by v><^r«:dss»Iou of Ih9 ineooapr^heonhle God, it has dot 
u»^ill<iKi aw<vv uutU yo«ftr >lUhuc«» ^taiiub the )a»t «^ hb nce^ aai ao prospecC 
U MW>> u^t th»l tl wUl eviHT b* restored,. biMt with your H^hnes (God ^^ 
«M4N'>( ^y«Na ¥du' ^ wUI N» «ltxMrt^ «\lh9i^e«id^te<JL. aad (br ever. ** Wo to v^ h»v 

I y«ii^v ^MtN^Nr«v Ihp^ a£Mu<«vii^ i,;«xJL thdtt tM wiS nnove as hefiace yosr 

HI^it^KtiML iNiM |M» vlkt!t^ <»f^ tiM«9» tfettt I os^ »K bdkcU tte letst boar of jccr 
U%htt«}ML vr <!<'' w^ |»«Mr li4bkKfea»JL ft«d«r tibut witaHK$ Tthimr Axb^Sv I 
%v4kil 4 VKNKnetttl ltttM« A^wor l£» Hl^utic ^ 3);y ^nve^ 

iliKntum a^M^M^ •turn tH. Mi« r^^iemi^ci ilii» i^«t&. 



SIDONIA THE ■SORCBf.ESS. 



I THE BECKPTION OF SIDOKIA AT TUE DCCiL CODB-T.i; 
IVOUiAST USTILIIEK nAKlStlUENT THKUEFr.OM.' 



CnAPTEIl I. 

Ul. THIS EDUCATION DP SllWNIA. 

TnE illusti'Jot];i and high-bom prince and LorJ, Itogislaff, 

I4tb Dnke uf Putnerania, Priuce of Cos^iubeti, Wuudeu, 

aud Eugeii, Count of Giizkow, Lord of the lauda of Laoen- 

burg and Eutow, and my gracious feudal seigaeuv, haviiig 

commsjided me, Di'. Theodore Ploouies, formeriy bailiff nt 

the ducal court, to make Bearch throughout all the bud for 

iufbrmation respecting the world-famed soraereaa, Sidonia 

von Bork, and write down the eame in a hook, I get out 

for Stargard, aooompunied by a servant, early one Friday 

ailer the VisUationis Mariic, I4i'29; fur in tbj opinion, in 

order to form a just judgment respecting the chiicaclcr of 

any one, it ia necessary to mikki one's self acquainted with 

i^ba circnmstaiiccii of their eariy life; the fntui'e man lies 

enahiined in the child, and the peculiar development of ench 

■ ladividual natni'C ia the rvsult entirely of educattou. Sido- 

Ilia's history i^ a remarkable proof of this. I visiMd first, 

therefore, the scenes of her early yoara ; but ainioat all who 

bad known her were long eiuce In tiieir graves, seeing that 

ninety years had paaaed since the lime of her birth. How- - 

I ever, the old innkeeper at Stargard, Zabel Wieae, himself 

fcyery far advanced in years (whoiu 1 eaa retommeud to all 

■travellers— he lives in the Pelzeriti-itsso). told me that the 

^Md bachelor, Claude Uokermaon of Dalow, an ag^ edj 

Mty-two yoai's old, was the only person who^"^ 

e the infurmutiou l^^Bfu!'" ^^ youth b 
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one of tho uanji^flnwera of SUonu. Hia memoi'y waa 
corcaiuly well uj;^^e fi-om age, still nil that bad happened 
in liie GU-l/ Deriod of his life ky aa fresh as the Lonl's 
Prnyef upon i«8^ngiio. Mine hoat alao related some ini- 
portaiil cirouijistanoos to me myself, wliiob sball appear m 
ibeirprojjer -place. 

I _accori]Ugly proceeded to Dalow, a little tonn half a 

luile fiwn Stargard, and visited Claude TJckerniann. I foanil 

hi9T4eat«d by the ehinmey comer, his hair as white as snow. 

"■TOl^t did I waut? He was too old to receive atrangera; 

iTOtrst go on to hia son Wcdig's honse, and leave him k 

...^•^iy&c. &i!. But when I said that I branght him a 

".JgitetiDg from hia Highness, bis manner changed, and he 

;., poshed the seat over tor mo beaide the fire, and began to 

'' chat liret aboat the £tie pine-trcus, from which he cut hia 

fire-wocui, they were so full of resin; and how his son, a 

year biitbrc, had found an iron pot in the torf moor nnder a 

tree, fall of bracelets and ear-rbgs, which bis little gratid~ ■ 

daughter now wore. 

When be had tired himself ont, I commnnicated what his 
highness had bo nobly commanded to be done, and prayci" 
him to relate all he knew and could remember of this de- 
testable sorceress, Sidonia von Bork. He sighed deeply, 
and then went on talking for about two hours, giving me all 
his recollections jast as ihey started to his memory. 1 have 
arranged what ho then related, in propei' order. It waa 
to the following efl'ect ; — 

lVhene(-er hia father, Philip TJckerniann, attended the fair 
at Stramehl, a town belonging to the Bork family, he waa 
in the habit of visiting Utto von Boik at hia castle, who, 
being very rich, gave free quartera to all the yonng noblft- 
men of the vicinity, so that from thirty to forty of the' 
wci-o generally assembled at his castle while the fair laate 
but nt'ii.'r sonif time hia father discontinued these visits, 1 
till I- 1 ■ 'nirig him further intercourse. Ti 

ri .1 < \ou Bork, durmg his residence 

l\il. - ct of the Enthnaiaata,'* ami had Id 



h there, as a yoaug maiden might her honour, 
made no secret of his new opinions, but oponly at Martin- 
s fair, 1560, told the yomig nobles at dinner that Christ 
s bat a man like oliiur people, and ignorance alone hud 
. elevated him to a God; which notion had been enconraged 
by the greed and avarice of the clergy. They shonUI, 
therefore, not creJit what the hypocritical prieats chaftered 
to them every Sunday, bat believe only what I'eason and 
their live senses told them was ti-uth, and that, iu fine, if ho 
liad his will, ho would simd every priest to the devil. 

All the young noblea remained silent but Claude Zastrow, 
a feudal retainer of the Berks, who rose up (it was an evil 
moment to him] and make ans\ver — " Most powerful feudal 
lord, were the holy apostlea then filled with greed and 
covotonsness, tcho were the first to proclaim that Christ was 
God, and who left all for his sake? Or the early Christiana 
who, with one accord, sold their possessions, and gave the 
ihrice to the poor." Ciaade had before this displeased the 
knight, who now grow red with auger at the insolence of his 
■vassal in thus answering him, and replied, " If they were 
lot preachers for gain, they were at Seoat stupid fellows." 
~ great murmur arose iu the hall, but the aforesaid 

astrowianotsilenced, and answered, "It issurprismg, then, 
'i^iftt the twelve stupid apostles performed more than twelve 
^* iSmes twelve Greek or Roman philosophers. The knight 
roight lage until he was black in the face, aud strike the 
But he had better hold his tongue and use his uii<- 
lerstanding; though, af^er all, the iotellect of 
Jelieved nothing bat what be received through hb fii 
lenaes was not worth much; for the brute beasts 
equals, inasmuch as they received no evidence either but 
from the senses." 

Then Otto sprang up raging, and asked liim what ha 
meant, to which the other auswerod: "Nothing more than 
) express his opinion that man differed frooi the brute, 
Bot through his understanding, but by his faith, for that 
Bnimals had evidently nnderstandiog, but no trace of faith 
^■d ever yet been discovered in them."* 



;he 

iv^H 

hia^H 
ha IH 
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Otto's raj>;e now kuew no bounds, and he drew his dagiijer, 
roaring, "What I thou insolent knave, dost thou dare to 
compare thy feudal lord to a brute?" And before the other 
had time to draw his poignard to defend himself, or the 
guests could in any way interfere to prevent him, Otto 
stabbed him to the heart, as he sat there by the table. (It 
was 9, blessed death, I think, to die for his Lord Christ) 
And so he fell do^vn upon the floor with contorted features, 
and hands and feet quiveriug with agony; every one was 
struck dumb with horror at such a death, but the knight 
laughed loudly and cried, " Ha! thou base-bom serf, I shall 



Icctual aclivity by tliu uniutelligibk' word "instinct." The aiidt'uts 
held very difibreut opinions, particularly the new Phitonists, one of 
whom (I'orphyr}', liber ii. de ahslinentla) treats largely of the intel- 
lect and language of animals. Since Cartesius, however, who denied 
not only underatimding, but even feeling, to animals, and represented 
them as mere animated machines (jDe passionib. Pars i. Artie, iv. et 
de Meihodo^ Xo. 5, page 29, &c) ; these views upon the psychology 
of animals i)roduced the most mischievous results ; for they were car- 
ried out until if not foelmg, at least intellect, was denied to all ani- 
mals more or less ; and modern pliilosophy at lengtli arrived at denying 
intelligence even to God, in whom and by whom, as formerly, man no 
longer attains to con.^ciousness, but it is by man and through man that 
God arrives to a conscious intelligent existence. Some philosophers of 
our time, indeed, are condescending enough to ascribe understanding 
to animals .'Uid reason to man, as the generic difference between the 
two. Lut I cannot comprehend these new-fashioned distinctions ; for 
it seems to me absurd to split into the two portions of reason and un- 
derstanding one and the same spiritual power, according as the object 
on which it acts is higher or lower. Just as if we adopted two names 
for the same liand that digs up the earth and directs the telescope to 
heaven, or mauituinetl that the latter was quite a dilTerent hand from 
the former. No. Tliere is but one understjnding for man and beasts, 
as but one conmiou substance for their mateiial forms. The more 
perfect the form, so much the more perfect is the intellect ; and human 
and animal intellects are only dynamically different in human and 
animal bodies. 

And (.ven if, among aniinals of the more perfect form, nnder- 
gtanding has been d!>.coverci{, yet in man alone has been found the 
innate feeling of connexion -wiih the supernatural, or Faith. If 
this, as the gtnerie ^ign of difference, be called lieasov^ I have 
nothing to object, t >:c»>i»t that the word generally conveys a dif- 
ferent meaning. I Jut luiith is, in fact, the pure Ueason, and is found 
in all men, existing alike in ihe lowest superstitious as well as in the 
hi^'hcst natures. 
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Istriilmg over his qnivering liniba. he spat upon his fnco. 
Thuu iho inarmiinng and whispering increased in the 

f hall, and Ihoso nearest the door rashed ont and sprang npon 
their borsea; and finally all the gnesls, even old Uckermann, 
tied away, no ono ventnring to take np the qaarrel with 
Otto Bork. AAer that, ho fell into diarepate with the old 
nobility, for whieh he cared little, seeing that his riches and 
magnificence always eecnred him companions enough, who 
were willing to listen to his wisdom, and were consoled by 

And when I, Dr. Theodore Plouniea, inquired from tha 

old bachelor, if his Serene HighuesB had not punished the 

noble for hia ahamefnl crime, he replied that hia wealth and 

poweifol influence protected hiui. At least it was whispered 

that justice had been blinded ^'itb gold; and the matter was 

probably related to theprinccin quite a different manner from 

the ti'uth; for 1 have heard that a few years aftei', his Highnesa 

even visited this godless knight at his castle in Scramehl. 

I Ab to Otto, no one observed any sign of repentance hi 

\ him. On the contrary, he seemed to glory in his crime, and 

Lthe neighbouring nobles related that he frequently bronght 

Ka his little daughter Sidonia, whom he adored for her 

Kbeanty, to the assumhled gaesti;, magnificently attired; anftB 

Brhen she was bowing to the company, he would say, '* WhiH 

mut thnn, my little daughter?" then she would cease tljB 

BiltrintatiQiis which she had learned from her mother, <un| 

gnawing herself up, proudly exclaim, " I sni a noble maidoiH 

niowcred with towns and castlcal" Thoa he would ask, IB 

■tha conversation tamed upon his enemies — and half itiJB 

■ Boblea wei'e so — ^' Sidonia, bow does thy father treat bifl 

I enemies?" Upon whiuh the child would straighten ben 

[ linger, and running at her father, strike it into hia beartjj 

lisai'in^, "Thua he treats them." At which Otto wcuUH 

klangli loudly, and tell her to slllw him how th& knavd 

llooked when ho was dying. Then Sidonia wodU faOU 

^own, twist her face, and wi-ithc her little hauda Mid feed 

^^^omblo contortions. Upon which Otto would lift b«cl 

^^HU Jsiss her upon the month ; bat it will ba Ken Iit^J 

^^Hn God punished him for all this, ond how tli« «iM&d 
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tbe StTiptnreii wore I'ulfiUeJ: " En* not, God is not mocked; 
for wLut a mun soweth, that shall lie also reap." 

TLe parsou of Slnuiiphl, Dtvid DiUviiis, related also to 
old UckermBDn ooother fact, which, thou};h it hardly seems 
creiliblo, the bauhelor reported tlios to me: — 

This DilavioB was a leai-ned'maii whom Otto had selected 
ag instructor to hia jouug daughter, "but ouly teach her," 
he swd, "to read and write, and the fii'st article of the 
ten command meats. The other Cbiiatian doctriocs I can 
teach her myself; besides, I do Dot wish the child to Icam 
HO many dogmas." 

Xlilavias, who was a worthy matter of fact, gM>d siiaple 
character, di(] as he was oi'dercd, and gave himself uq 
further troable nntU he came to a^k the child to recite the 
first article of the creed ODt of the catechism for Mm. 
There was uothiog; wrong ill that, bat when be came to tbe 
gecoad article, he crossed himself, hot because it cancemcd 
the Lord Christ, but her owu Fathej-, Otto von Bork, and' 
ran somewhat thus : — 

*■ And I believe in my earthly father. Otto von Bork, a di( 
tingoishod son of God, bom of Anna vou Klelst, who aitteth 
in his castle at Siramehl, from whence he will come to help 
his children and friends, lint to slay his enemies and tread 
them in the dust." 

The third article was much in the same style, but he 
partly forgotten it, neither coald ho wmember if Dilavins haj 
called the father to any account for his profiinity, or taught the 
daoghtar some better Christian doctrine. In fine, this was a^ 
the old bachelor could tell me of Sidonia's education. Yei 

he remembered one anecdote more. Her father had askel 

her one day, when she was aliont ten or twelve years oldi. 
"What kiqdofa husband she would like?" and she replied, 
" Cue of equal bu-tb." " Ilia :* Wlioia her equal in the whole 
of Pomcrania?" '" Ilia: Only the Duke of Pomerania, or the 
Count von Ebersburg." #llle: Right 1 therefore, she must 
never marry any other hut one of these." 

• Jn dittlogno the author moltPa ust! of the Ltttin pronoona, llU,iie\M 
Jlla, eho, to di.<note Ihe lUirvrtnC cburactera takiiig part in it; audi 
aamtOniiia Hie and Hte, Tor tho s»me purposes. Samma, he employgl 
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It hHppeaed soon alter, old Fhilip Uokermaiin, bis futher, 
tiding one day through the fields nsar Stramehl, saw tLcoiintrj-- 
^pr! seated by ihe road-side, weeping bitterly. " Why do you 
'oep?" he asked. " Haa any one injured yon?" " Sidonia 
SB injured me," ahe replied. " What could she have done? 
Come dry yonr teara, and tell me." Wherenjion the liltlu 
girl rdated that Sidonia, who was then about fonrteen, had 
besought her to tell her what marriage was, becAuse her 
father waa always talking to her about it. Tho girl had told 
iei to the best of her ability, but the yonng lady heat her, 
Bud Siud it was not so, tliat long Dorothy hod told her qaite 
differently about marriage, and there she went on tormeatjug 
her for several days, but npon this evening Sidonia, wi£ 
long Dorothy, and some of the milkmaids of the neighbour- 
hood, had taken away one of the fine geese which the 
peasants had given hei" in payment of her labour. Thoy 
picked it alive, all except the head and neck, then built up 
ft large &% in a circle, and put the goose and a vessel c^ 
vater in tho centre. So the fat dripped down from the 
ipOQr croatwe alive, and was fried in a pan as it fell, just la 
i1iie girls cat it on ihoir bread for supper. And the gODsaj 
{baring no means of escape, still went on di'inking the waiter 
tB the fat dripped down, whilst they kept cooling Its head 
wd heart with a sponge dipped in cold water, fastened t» 
tf ck, until at lost the goose fell dowa w)ton quite' roas' 
jboDgh it still screamed, and then Sidonia and her eon 
cut it up for ibeir iimuBOment, living fls it wM^ ^ 
foi- their supper, in proof of wbidi, the girl show! 
the bones and the remains of t-he fire, and the drops 
till lying on t^e grass. 

'hen ahe wept aftesb, for Sidoilia bad promised to ti 
away a goose every day, and dtetroy it ns she had done 1 
first. 80 wy father consoled her by giving her a piec? 
gold, and said, " If she does bO again, run by night' ai 
■rtoud, and come t* Dalow by StlJgsrd, where I *iH mak^ 
thee keeper of my geisse^" Unt she neTCr came fO' him ' 
ui lie never hea^ mora of the maiden and her geeac. 
iBsfuroid Uekewnaun related to me the first eveoin'j.-V^"^'^' 
.g to leO me of many more strange iWinga wpon v\*'' ^' ■*' "^'Z 
tonuDg, which he wonW try to tUink «vet iu\w'i '^"- 
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eprin^Dg op, gave her henlth pablicly. A storm of It 
HniniaUtd, passionate "foices soon responded to my worc(9 
*rith loml vivas. The guests then rose, for the ladies were 
impntient for the hunt, ftnd found the time hang henvil/- 

So vie Bet off with sll onr implements and onr dogs, and 
X hundred benters went before us. It hAppened that my 
host, CaspAr Roilen. and I found an excellent sheltered po< 
silloQ for a. shot near a quarry, and we had not long been 
there (the beatcj's had not oven yet begrai their work) when 
I spied a largo bear coming down to drink at a small 
stream not twenty paces from me. I fired, bnt she retired 
(joickly behind an oak, and, growling fiercely, disappeared 
amongst the bnshes. Not long after, I heai'd the cries of 
women almost close to us ; and ninning as fast aa posaiblo in 
the direction from whence they came, I perceived an old 
bear trying to climb np to the platform where Clara and 
Sidonia stood. There was a mined chapel here — which, ia 
the time of papacy, had contained a holy image — and a 
aeafolding had been erected round it, adorned with wreaths 
of evergreen and flowers, from which tho ladies could obtain 
an excellent view of the hnut, as it comm.mded a prospect 
of ftlmoat the entire wood, and even part of tho sea. At- 
tached to this scaffolding was n ladder, up which Brain waa 
iWffiionsly trying to ascend, in. order to visit the yonog 
ladies, who were now aagaited by two dangers, the bear from 
below, and a swarm of bees above; for myriads of these 
insecta were tormenting them, trying to settle open their 
goklen hair-nets; and the young ladies, Bcreaming as if the 
lost day had come, were vaiuly trying to beat them off with 
their girdles, or trample them under their feet. A hunts- 
man who Blood near fired, indeed, at Brain, but withont 
effect, and tho bees assniling his hands and face at the same 
time, ho took to flight and hid himself, groaning, iu iha 
qnnrry. 

Ill the mean time I had reached the chapel, and SiJonis 
stretched forth her beautlfnl little hands, crjing, along with 
her sister, "Helpl help I He will eat us. Will you not 
kill him?" But the bear, as if already aware of my inten- 
tion, began now to descend the ladder. However 1 stepped 
Ijeforo him. and as he deanended, I ascended. Luckily for 
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mo, the iotervftl between ench step was rery smaii, 
I comntodsita the ladies' little feet, so that when Bimin tried 

throat his anout between them, to get at me. he foond 
I it rather difficalt work to make it pass, I had mj dagger 

ready; and though the beea which he bronght with him in 

his far Sew on mj hands, I heeded them not, but watching 

I my opportunity, plunged it deep into his side, so that he 

tumbled right down off the ladder; and though be raised 

himself up oace and growled horribly, yet, in a few aeeonds, 

he lay dead before our eyes. How the ladies now tripped 

down the ladder, not two or three, bnl four or fire atepa at 

a time I and whnt thanks ponred forth from their lips! I 

rnahed first to Sidonia, who laid her little head npon my 

breast, while I endeavoured to reraoTO the bees which had 

got entangled in her hair-net. The other fady went to call 

the hnntsmao, who was hldiDg in the quarry, and we were 

I left alone. Heavens) ho«- my heart burned, more than 

' my inflamed hands all stung by the bees, as she asked, how 

L Knikl she repay my service? I prayed her for one kiss, 

r whioh she granted. She had escaped with bnt oue sting 

fc feom the bees, who could not manage to get through her 

■ IbDg, thick, beautiful hatr, and she advanced joyfally to 

Kjneet her father and the hunting-train, who had heard the 

t cries of the ladies. When Count Otto heard what had 

happened, and saw the dead bear, he thanked me heartily, 

praying me to attend hi* daughter Clara's wedding, which 

s to be celebrated next week, at the castle; and to ra-. 

ill as his guest nntil then. There was nothing 

world I could have desired beyond this, and I gratefall; 

I accepted his offer. Alasl I suffered for it after, as the cirt* 

I &om poisoned dainties. 

Bnt to return to onr hunt. No other bear was killed 
f that day, but (ilenty of other game, as harts, stags, roes, 
^boars — more than enough. And now we discovered wha* 

1 old hunter had conjectured, that the dead bear was the 
', who had been alarmed by the growls of his partner, 

it whom I had fired whilst he was endeavouring to carry 
F the honey from a nest of wild bees in a neighbouring 
For looking around us, we saw, at the distance of 
t twenty paces, a. tall oak-tree, about which clotida of 
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bt« wwTj «111 flying, iii wKlcb he liaJ been JVjIIowiug hia 
oconjintion. No one dared to approacli it, to bring awa^ 
thn bonovcombs wliidi etUi lay beneath, by renaon of the 
bcM, and ninrcftvcr sivariiia of ants, by which they were 
covered. At Jongth Olto Boik ordered the huntsnian to 
HOiind ihn reliim; and after suppw I obtained another 
litllu kias fi«m Sidonia, which burned so like (ire tbroogli 
my veins that I conld oot sleep the whole niglit. I i-esolveil 
to ask her hiiid iu mairiiige from her fatlier. 

Stnpid yociEh aa I was, I then believed that she looked 
upon ma with equal love; and although I knew all about 
tho mode in which she had been brought up, and many 
other things beside, which have now slipped from my memory, 
yet I looked on them but as idle storios, and was fully per- 
suaded that Sidonia waa sister to tho angels in beauty, 
goodness, and perfection. In a few days, however, I had 
reason to change my opinion. 

Next day the two young ladies were iu the kitchen, over- 
seeing the cooking of the bear'a head, and, as I passed by 
and looked in, they began to titter, which 1 took for a good 
omen, and asked, might I not be allowed to outer. They 
sBiy, " Yes, I might como in, and help them to cleave the 
head." So I entered, and they both began to give me in- 
structions, with much laughter and meriy jesting. First, 
the bear's head had to be burned with hot irons, and when I 
said to Sidonia, that thus she burned my heart, she nearly 
died of langhter. Then I cut some flesh off the mouth, 
broke the nose, and handed it all over to the maidens, who 
set it on the fire with water, wine, and vinegar. As I now 
played the part of kitchen-boy, they sent me to tho castle 
garden, for thyme, sage, and rosemary, which I brought, 
and beg^d then for a taste of the head; but ihey said it 
was not fit to eat yet — must be cooled iu brine first; — so, 
in place of it I asked one little kiss front each of the maidens, 
which Sidonia granted, but her sister refused. However, I 
was not in the least displeased at her refusal, seeing it was 
only the little sister 1 caved for. 

But, jodge of my rage and jealousy, that same day a 
consiu iiii'ivpd ni iIil> castle, and I observed that Sidonia 
allowc'l Kiui to i>i;.s Ih'v every moment. She never even 



appaarcd to uSiit aay rosisUncc, but lookiid over Et me lalfl 
gnisliingly every time to see what I wouU sny. What conid 
I say? I becnme pale with jealousy, but said notliing. 
At last I rashed from the hall, mute with dcBpair, when I 
observed him finally draw her on his knee. 1 only heard 
the peal of laughter that followed my exit, and I was just 
near leaving the whole wedding-feaat, and Straraehl for 
ever, when Sidonia called after me from the castle gates to 
retuni, TJiia eo melted my heart, that the tears came into 
my cyea, thinking that now indeed I had a proof of her love. 
Then she took my hand, and said, "I ought not to be so 
ttnkind. That was her manner with all the young nohlpB. 
Why should she refuse a kiss when she was aaked? Her 
little month woald grow neither larger nov smaller for it." 
Bat I stood still and wept, and looked oa the gronnd. 
" Why shonld I weep?" she ajiced. Her cousin, Clas, ha4 
a biide of hia own already, and only took a little pastii 
mth her, and so she must cure me now with another lit) 

I was now again a happy man, thinking she loved me, 
and the heavens seemed so propitious, that I determined to 
ask her hand. But I had not sufficient courage as yet, and 
resolved to wait until after her sister's mnn'iage, which was 
to take place next day. What preparations were made 
for this event it would be impoagiblo adeqnatfliy to describe. 
AH the connlry rotrnd the caatlo seemed like a royal camp. 
Six hundred horaes were led into the stables next day to be 
fed, for the Duke himself arrived with a princely retinne. 
Then came all the feudal vassals to offer homage for their 
fiefs to Lord Otto. But as the description is well worth 
hearing, I shall defer it for another clmpl 
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HOW OTTO VOM ItORK EECBIVED THE HOMAGE Of HM 30S-IS- 

LAW, VIDANTE VON MSSEltlTZ AND HOW THE BRIDE AND 

BBIDKOROOJI PnOCEEDED AFTERWARDS TO THE CHAPEL 

tTBSI: WHAT STIiAN'lE TitlSGS HAPPEHEri AT THE WEDDING- 
FE.\ST. 

Nest mortiing the stir began in the cRstlo before braafc 
of day, and by ten o'clock, all the nobles, with their wiraa 
and dAoghters, bad assembled in the great hall. Then 
the bride entered, wearing her myrtle wreath, and Sidonia 
followed glittering with dlamonda, and other costly jewels. 
She wore a robe of crimaon silk with a cape of ci'mine, fall- 
ing from her sboulderB, and looked bo beautifnl thiit I could 
have died for love, as she passed and greeted mo with her 
graeeful laugb. Bnt Otto Bork, the lord of the castle, waa 
sore displeased because his Serene Highness the Prince waa 
late coming, and the company had been waiting an hour for 
his presence. A platform had been erected at the npper 
end of the hall covered with bearskin; on this w»3 placed a 
throne, beneath a canopy of yellow velvet, and here Otto 
was seated dressed in a crimson donblet, and wearing a hat 
half red and half black, from which depended plnmea of red 
and black feathers that hnng down nearly to his beard, 
which was as venerable as a Jew's. Every instant he de- 
spatched messengers to the tower to see if the prince were 
at hand, and aa the time hung heavy, he began to discourse 
his gnesta. " See how this tnmer's apprentice* must have 
stopped on the road to carve a puppet Gad keep us from 
soch dukes I" For the prince passed all his leisure hours 
in taming and carving, particularly while travelling, and 
when the carriage came to bad gi'oaud, whero the horses 
bad to move slowly, he was delighted, and went on merrily 
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ith his work, bat when the horses galloped, he grew ill-' 
tempered and threw down his tools. 

t length the warder announced from the lower that the 
tlake's BLf carriages were in sight, aod the knight spoke 
from his throne:—" I ahall remain here, as befits me, hue 
Clara and Sidonia, go je forth and receive his highness; 
and when he has entered, the kinsman* in full armour shall 
ride into the hall upon hia war-horse, bearioji; the hannec of 
his honse in hia hand, and all my retainers shall follow on 
horses, each bearing his banner also, and shall range them- 
selves by the great window of the ball; and let the wia^ 

1 be open, ihat the wind may play through the banner^ 
and make the spectacle yet grander." 

Then all rushed oot to meet the Duke, and I too 
for truly tlie eonrt-yard presented a gorgeous si( 
decorated as it was, and the piide and magnificence 
Ottowere here fallydiaplayed; for from the upper stoiy of 
^he castle floated the banner of the Emperor, and jost 
beneath it that of Lord Otto (two crowned wolves with 
golden collars on a field or for the shield) and the crest a 
crowned red-deer springing. Beneath this banner, bat much 
iDferior to it in size and execntion. waved that of the Dakes 
of Pomerania; and toweet of all, hung the banner of Otto'f 
ieodal vaaeals— but they themselves wore not visib!^ 
Weilher did the kinsman appear Jo receive and greet 
highness. Otto knew well, it accma, that he could defy 
Duke (however, I think if my gracious Lord of Wolgast 1 
been there, ho would not have snared such insults, but 
■would have taken Otto's banner and flnng it io the mnd).t 
Be this as It may, Dake Bamtm never appeared to notlcQ 
lylhing except Otto's two daaghters. He w.is a little 
an with a long gray heard, and as he stepped slowly out 
of the earriage held a little puppet by the arm, which he had 
been carving to represeot Adam. It was Intended for a 
present to the convent at Kobati. Hia mipermlaidi 
generalis, Fabianna Timicus (a dignified looking peraoni 
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n<ctimpaii!t>il liira In ibo cniriago, for hia IJighness was going 
on tho name dny (o Utenil the diet at Treptow, and only 
mntnt to pay a passing visit here. Bat Lord Otto concealed 
tiiia fact, OS it hurt hia pride. The other carriages contained 
tlie eqnerrios and pages of his Higlinesa, and then followed 
tho heavy wagons with the cooks, valeta, and stewards. 

When Ihe Prince entered the state hall, Lord Otto rose 
from hia throne and said; " Your Highness ia welcome, and 
I tmat will pardon nie for not having gone forth with my 
greotiugs; bat those of a couple of young damsels were 
probably more agi-eeable than the compliments of au old 
knight like myself, who, besides, as your Grace perceives, ia 
engaged here in the oxerci.se of hia duty. And now, I pray 
your Highness, to take this scat at my right hnod." Where- 
upon he pointed to a plain choir, not in tbo leaet raised from 
tlio ground, and altogether ae common a seat as there was 
to bo fonnd in the hall; but his Highness sat down quietly 
(at which every one wondered in silence) and took the little 
puppet in his lap, only exclaiming in low Olerman: " What 
tbe devil, Otto! you makemoreof yourself, man, than I do;" I 
to which the knight replied, " Not more than is necessary." j 

"And now," continued the old man, "tho ceremony of I 
offering homage commenced, which ia aa fresh in my memoiy 1 
as if all had happened but yesterday, ami so I shall describe ' 
it that you may know what were the usages of our fathers, 
for the customs of chivalry are, alasl fast passing away from 
amongst ns." 

When Otto Bork gave the sign with bid hand, six trum- 
pets sounded without, whereupon the dooi-s of the hall wera 
thrown wide open as far as they could go, and the kinsman 
\ldante von Meseritz, entered on a black charger, and 
dressed in complete armonr, but without his sword. He 
carried the banner of hb hotiae (a pale gules with two foxea 
running) and riding straight up to Lord Otto, lowered it 
before him. Otto then demanded, " Who art thou, and 
what is thy request?" to which he answered, "Mighty 
feudal Lord, I am kinsman of Diunics von Klesetitz, and 
|»r»y you for the fief." "And who are these on horseback 
who follow thee?" "They are the feudal vasa^s of my 
Irorf. even as my father was." And Otto said, " Eide np, 
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men, and Jo as yonr fatliera have done." Then Frede-' ' 
tick Ube?kQ rode up, lovrered liis banner (changed with a 
Bnn and peacock's taii) before the knight, then passed 
on np to the great windows of the hail, where he took his 
place and drew his aword, while tho wind played through 
the folds of bi^ standard. 

Next came Walter voa Locksted — lowered his banner, 
(bearing a springing nniram), rode np to the window-,"Bnd 
drew his sword. After him, Claud Droaedow, waving hia 
black eagle npon a white and red shield, rode np to the 
window and drew his sword; then Jacob Pretz, on hia 
white charger, bearing two speara Uansverae throogU a 
fallen tree, on his flag; and Dieterioh Mallin, whose banner 
in folds over his hand, so that the device was not 
}Ie; and Lorenz Precbol, carrying a leopard gnles npon 
ver shield; and Jacob Knnt, with a golden becker upon 
.znre field, and three plumes on the crest; and Tesmar 
Ton Kettler, whose spurs caught in the robe of a yonng 
muden as he passed, and merry langhter resounded throngh 
the hall, many saying it was a good omen, which indeed 
was the trnth, for that ovoning they were betrothed; and 
finally came Johann Zastrow, bearing two bnitaloes' hoins an 
liis banner, and a green five- leaved bush, rode up to the win- 
dow after the others, and drew his sword. , 

There stood the nine, like the muses at the nuptials of 
Peleus,* and the wind played throngh then- banners. Then 
Xord Otto spoke : — 

" True, these are myfje^yassals. And now, kinsman of 
'Meseritz, dismoont and pay homage, as did thy father, 
ere thou canst ride up and join them." So the young man 
dismonnted, threw the reigns of hia horso to a squire, and 
ascended the platform. Then Otto, holding up a sword, 
spoke again: — 

"Behold, kinsman, this is the sword of thy father; 
tonuh it with me, and pronounce the feudal oath." Here alt' I 
the vassals rode up from the window, and held their swords]* 
.crosswise over the kinsman's head, while he spake thus: — V 

" I, Vidante von Meserita declare, vow, and swawt \i 

• Tlie niri- inuics were prcSEUt at Ihfl marrvustt ul 1 
thtfiB—Seei^ndar, pgt/i. 8, 160. 
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tb» lUdBt powLTfu], noble, imd brave Otto von Eork, lord 
of the limds oDil t:ast!c3 of Lftbcf, I'aDsin, Stramebl, I^gen- 
wftlde, and others, sad my most ijoworful rendal Jord, and lo 
bia lawful lidrs, a rigtit lo^al fi^ali;, to serve liim with ail 
duty nod oltcdicuce. to wai'u him of all evil, and dofead blm 
from all inJQiy, to the beat of my ability and power." 

Then he kissed the knight's hand, who girded b.\a father's 
Bword ouhio), aod said: — 

" Thos I aukdowledge theo for my vassal, as my father 
did thy father." 

Then tui^niug to his attendants he cried, " Bring hither 
the camp furniture." Hereupon the obi;le of spectators 
parted in two, and the pages led up, first, Vidante'a horse, 
npon whieh he sprung; then others followed, bearing rick 
garments, and his father's signet, and laid them down b%- 
' fore him, saying — ' Kinsman, the garmoalM and the seal of 
thy father." A third and a fourth bore a large coach with 
a white coverlet, set it down before him, and said, — "Kins- 
man, a couch for thee and thy wife." Then came a great 
crowd, beaiing plates, and di^hes, and napkbs, and table- 

I covers, besidea eleven tin-cans, a fish-kettle, and a pair of 
iroa pot-hooks; in short, a complete camp farniture; alt 
of which they set down before the young man, and thea 



Duiing this entire time no one noticed his Highness the 
Duke, though be was indeed the feudal head of alL Evea 
when the trumpets sounded again, and the vassals passed 
out in procession, they lowered thek standards only before 
Otto, as if no princely personage were present. But I 
think this prood Lord Otto must have conuuanded them ao 
to do, for such an omission or breach of respect was never 
before seen in Pomerania, Even his Highness seemed, at 
last, to feel displeasure, for he drew forth his knife, and 
began to cut away at the little wooden Adam, without 
taking fartber notice of the ceremony. 

At length when the vassals had departed, and many of 
die guests also, who wished to follow them, had loft the hall, 
th« Duke looked up with bis little glittering eyes, scratched 
the back of his head wiih the linife, and asked his Chancel- 
lor. Jacob KleiitLJtbo ^"d evidently been long raghig with 



SIlJ(.iKIA THU SUlUJCUCiili. 311 

anger — " .)acob, what dost thon tlibik of this iipa:l<u.-«lof^W 
who replied — " Gracious lord, I esteem it a, aiUj tlilog for % 
BU inferior to play the purt of a. prince, or for a prince tm 

a)inpelied to play Uie pai't of an inferior." 8ucb % '. 
speech oflended Otto mightily, nho drew liimGelf ap imd | 
l^rted scornfallj' — " Particultirly a poor isfeiiur who, as 
j^u see, ia obliged to draw the plough by turns v' ' 
serfs." Herenpon the Chuicelloi' nould have flung ba.ck th« j 
ecom, but hia Higlincss motioned with the hand that be i 
Bhould keep silence, saying — " Bemember, good Jacob, thai 1 
we are here as giiesta; Uowevcr, order tlio carriages, for I , 
^nk it ia time that we proceed on our journey." 

When Otto heard this, he was confonnded, and, desceudr J 
ing from his throne, uttered so many flattering things, that , 
Ilia Highness at length was prevailed upon to remain ({ J 
^ould not have cooseuted, to save my soul, bad I been the 

Erince — no, not even if 1 bad to pass the night with the 
wra and wolves in the forest before I conld reach Treptow); 
BO the good old prince followed him into another hall, where 
■breakfast was prepai'ed, and all the lords and iadiea stood 
there in glittering groups round the table, particularly 
^admiring the bear's head, which seemed to please bis 
■^ghness mightily also. Then eacb one drained a large 
^blet of wine, and even the ladies sipped from their little 
■wine-glasses, to drink themselves into good spnita for the 
dance. 

Otto now rdated all about the hunt, and presented me to hig J 
Grace, who gave me bis baud to kiss, saying: "Weil dong 
young man — I lil(o this bravery. Were it not for you, in plaq 

' a wedding, and a bear's bead in the dish. Lord Otto aughi 
have had a funeral and two human heads in a coffin." His 
Grace then pledged me m a silver becker of wine; and after- 
'wai'ds the bride and bridegroom, who bad sat tdl then 
Ifisaing and making love in a corner; but they now came 
forward, and kissed the hand of the Duke with moch respect. 
The bridegroom had on a crimson doublet, which beeiune 
1 well; but his father's jack-boofs, which he wore ao- 
cordbg to custom, were much too wide, and shook about lisi 
legs. The bride was arrayed in & aaaTW 'iAhkX TsJoa, '»»^ 
bodice fnrred with ermiae. Sidonia. camai a. ■**-'^ \i'ite»-'<n- 
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flask, depending from a gold chain which she wore round her 
neck. (She soon needed the balsam, for that day she 
suffered a foretaste of the fate which was to be the punish- 
ment for her after evil deeds). And now, as we set for- 
ward to the church, a group of noble maidens distributed 
wreaths to the guests ; but the bride presented one to the 
Duke, and Sidouia (that her hand might have been withered) 
handed one to me, poor love-stricken youth. 

It was the custom then, as now, in Pomerania, for all the 
bride-maidens, crowned with beautiful wreaths, to precede 
the bride and bridegroom to church. The crowd of lords, 
and ladies, and young knights pouring out of the castle 
gates, in order to see them, separated Sidouia fi-om this 
group, and she was left alone weeping. Now the whole 
popnlation of the little town were running from every street 
leading to the church ; and it happened that a courser* of 
Otto Bork's came right against Sidouia with such violence, 
that, with a blow of his head, ho knocked her down into the 
puddle (she was to lie there really in after-life). Her little 
balsam-flask was of no use here. She had to go back, 
dripping, to the castle, and appeared no more at her sister's 
nuptials, but consoled herself, however, by listening to the 
bellowing of the huntsman, whom they were beating black 
and blue by her orders beneath her window. 

I would willingly have returned with her, but was 
ashamed so to do, and therefore followed the others to 
church. All the common people that crowded the streets 
were allowed to enter. Then the bridegroom and his party, 
of whom the Duke was chief, advanced up to the right of 
the altar, and the bride and her party, of which Fabiauus 
TimsBUS was the most distinguished, arrayed themselves on 
the left. 

I had now an opportunity of hearing the learned and ex- 
cellent parson Dilavius myself; for he represented his patron, 
(who was not present at the feast, but apologized for his ab- 
sence by alleging that he must remain at the castle to look 
after the preparations) almost as an aiigel, and the young 
ladies, especially the bride, came in for even a larger share 

■^ A ni.ni who courser, greyliouiitls. 
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of his flatteiy; bat he was so modest before these illustrioos 
personages, that I observed, whenever ho looked up from 
the book, he had one eye upon the Duke and another on 
Fabianns. 

When we returned to the castle, Sidonia met the bride* 
maidens again with joyous smiles. She now wore a white 
silk robe, laced with gold, and dancing-slippers with white 
silk hose. The diamonds still remained on her head, neck, 
^nd arms. She looked beautiful thus; and I could not 
withdraw my eyes from Jier. We all now entered the 
bride- chamber, as the custom is, and there stood an im- 
mense bridal couch, with coverlet and draperies as white as 
snow; and all the bridemaids and the guests threw their 
wreaths upon it. Then the Prince, taking the bridegroom 
by the hand, led him up to it, and repeated an old German 
rhyme concerning the duties of the holy state, upon which 
ho had entered. 

When his Highness ceased, Fabianns took the bride by 
the hand, who blushed as red as a rose, and led her up in 
the same manner to the nuptial couch, where he uttered a 
loDg admonition on her duties to her husband, at which all 
wept, but particularly the bride-maidens. After this, we 
proceeded to the state hall, where Otto was seated on his 
throne waiting to receive them, and when his children had 
kissed his hand the dancing commenced. Otto invited tho 
Prince to sit near him, and all the young knights and 
maidens who intended to dance, ranged themselves on costly 
caipets, that were laid upon the floor all round by the walls. 
The trumpets and violins now struck up, and a band was 
stationed at each end of the hall, so that while the dancers 
were at the top one played, and when at the lower end the 
other. 

I hastened to Sidonia, as she reclined upon the carpet, 
and bending low before her, said, *' Beautiful maiden I will 
you not dance?"* Upon which she smilingly gave me her 
little hand, and I raised her up, and led her away. 

I have said that I was a proficient in all knightly 

* It will interest my fair readers to know that this was, word for 
word, the established form employed in those days for an iuvitciUow \o 
dance. 

vol.. I. c 
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exercises, so that every one approached to see ns dance. 
When Sidonia was tired I led her back, and threw myself 
beside her on the carpet But m a little while three other 
young nobles came and seated themselves around her, and 
began to jest, and toy, and pay court to her. One played 
with her left hand and her rings, another with the gold net 
of her hair, while I held her right hand and pressed it. She 
coquettishly repelled them all — sometimes with her feet, 
sometimes with her hands. And when Hans von Damits 
extolled her hair, she gave him anch a blow on the nose with 
her head,' that it began to bleed, and he was obliged to 
withdraw. Still one could see that all these blows, right 
and left, were not meant in earnest. This continued for 
some time until an Italian dance began, which she declined 
to join, and as I was left alone with her upon the carpet, 
"Now," thought I, "there can be no better time to decide my 
fate ;" for she had pressed my hand frequently, both in the 
dance and since I had lain reclining beside her. 

"Beautiful Sidonia!" I said, "you know not how yon.'"' 
have wounded my heart I can neither eat nor sleep since 
I beheld you, and those five little kisses which you gave 
me, bum through my frame like arrows." 

To which she answered, laughing, " It was your pastime, 
youth. It was your own wish to take those little kisses." 

"Ahf yes," I said, "it was my will, but give me more 
now and make me well." 

"What I" she exclaimed, "you desire more kisses? then 
will your pain become greater if, as you say, with every 
kiss an arrow enters your heart, so at last they would cause 
your death." 

"Ah yes 1" I answered, "unless you take pity on me, 
and promise to become my wife, they will indeed cause my 
death." As I said this, she sprang up, tore her hand away 
from me, and cried with mocking laughter, " What does the 
knave mean? Hal ha I the poor miserable varlet 1" 

I remained some moments stupefied with rage, then 

sprung to my feet without another word, left the hall, took 

my steed from the stable, and turned my back on the castle 

for ever. You may imagine how her ingratitude added to 

bitterness of my feelings, when I considered that it was 
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» me she owed ber life. She afterwards oDert'il Lci'solf t( 
je for a ytik, bnt she was then dishonoored, and T gpat out ' 
\ her in disgust. I never beheld Iicr agiun till she was 
irried past inj door to the scaftbld. 
All this the old man rciitted witli mnay sighs; bat his , 
fler meeting with her shall be related more in txUmo n 

propel- place, I sliall now set down what fnrther lie I 
Qmcnunicated about the wedding feast. 
YoQ may imagine, ho said, that I was curious to ' 
low all that happened after 1 left the casUc, aud my 
Tend, BoglskiF von Suckow of I'egclow, toU me 
(Hows. 
After my departure, the yonng lords grew still mora I 
d daring in their manner to Sidonia, so that when not 
neing she bad suitjcient exereise in Jieepiug tliem oll'with 
^ haada and feet, until my friend Bogislofl' attracted her 
^holB Bttentiou, by telling her that he had just returned . 
i^ra Wolgast, where the ducal widow was much com- ' 
^brted by the presence of her son, Prince Ernest Lndovick, 
^|liom she had not seen siucc he wttnt to tho university. 
$e was the handsomest youth in all Pomerania, and ployed 
(tte late so divioeiy that at coord he was compared to the 
«d Apollo. 

^ Sidonia upon this fell into deep thonghL lathe mean- 
Qihile, it was evident that bis Qighness old Duke Barmra, i 
Inifl greatly strock by her beauty, and wished to get n 
fc^ upon the carpet ; for his Grace was well known to b 
Hveat follower of the sex, and many stories are whispered 
Huiout a harem of young girls he kept at St. Mary's — but 
■Besc thmgs are allowable in pe^ns of his rank. 
K However, Fabiauus Timeus, who sat by him, wished to 
Kircvent him approaching Sidonia, and made Eigns, and ■ 
Enxlged him with his elbow; and finally they pat their ] 
Bieads together and had a long argninent. I 

K At last the Prince started up, and stepping to Otto, asked j 
^Bim, would he not dauce? "Yes," he replied, "if your | 
KiracG will dance likewise." "Good," said the prince, "that J 
Hun be soon arranged," and therewith ho solicited Sidooia'u 
Knnd. At this Fabian us was so acandalAfA^ &>^' '^t^t ^^^ 
Hbo hall, aud appeared no more imlii Bu^xitt. h&wK ^ 



donco, Ilia nielioosa aJvaueeJ to Olto, ivlio w.-k resettled on 
bis throne, and said, " Why. Otto, you lave a beautirni 
ttnngbter in Sidonia. Slio must come to my court, and 
when she appears ainoDgst the oihor ladies, I sn-cor sho 
wilt make a belter fortane than by staying shnt op here id 
your old castle." 

On which Otto replied, aai-oaatieally smiling, " Ay, my 
fin^iona Prince, she would be a dainly morsel for your 
Highness, no doubt; bat tiicre 13 no lack of noble visi- 
tors at my castle, I am praud to eay." Jacob Kleist, 
the Chftnoellor, waa now so humbleil at the Duke's beha- 
viour, that he, too, left the hal! and followed Fabianua. 
Even the Duke chauged colour, but before he bad time to 
speak, Sidonia sprang forward, and having heard the whola 
conyeraation, entreated her father to accept the Duke's offers 
and allow her either to visit the court at Wolgast, or at 
Old Stettm. What was she to do here? When the wed-' 
ding-feast was over, no ouo would conio to the castle bo^ 
huntsmen and such like. 

So Otto at last consented that she might visit WoigaatJ 
but on no account the oourt at Stcttiu. 

Then the young Sidonia began to coas, and caress tl 
old Duke, stroking his long beard, which reached to his girdls„ 
with her little white handa, and prayed that he would placs 
her with the princely Lady of Wolgaat, for she longed ta 
go thecc. People said that it was such a beautiful plaotti, 
and the sea was not far oiF, which she bad nover been 
in all hor life. And so the Duke was pleased with hec 
caresses, and promised that (to would request hi^ dear conSi% 
the ducal widow of Wolgast, to receive her as one of h« 
maids of hononr. Sidonia then fiirther entreated that thciw '■ 
might bo no delay, and he answered that he would send g 
note to his cousin from the Diet, at Treptow, by the Grand. 
Chaniberlaiu of Wolgast, Ulrichvon Schwerin, and that sfaa 
would not have to wait long. But aho must go by Old 
Stettin, and stop at his palace for a while, and then he 
woald bring hei- on himself to Wolgaat, if ho had time to 
8i)are. 



While Sidouia clapped her hands and danced about for J 
" " ', gracious L 



joy. Otto looked gra> 



,ntl S!iid:— "Bat, 
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oi'est way to Wolgast is by Camniiii. Sidouia ranat 
a circuil, if sha goC3 by OU tJtettin." 
The conTcrsation waa now iiiteiTnpted by the lacqiicj^ 
bo came to annoaaca that dlimer was seiycd. 
OLIo i-eqneated the Duke to take a place bcslile him at 
ible, aud treated Lim with somewhat more dittiuctioQ ihait 
d done in the morning; but a hot dispute soon arostr, 
nd thb waa tbe-canse. As Otto drank deep in tlie wiiic- 
' a grew more reckless and diuiog, and began to display 
S heretical doctrines as openly as he had hitherto exhihited 
B pomp and magnificence, so that every one might learn 
t pride and uogodUncsa arc twin brothers. Hay God 
p ns from bothl 

And one of the guests havmg said, in confirmation of 
"The Lord Jeans knows I speak the tmthl" tho 
Ddless knight iaaghcd Bcorafully, exclaiming, " The Lord 
^m knows as little about the matter aa my old grand- 
tber, lying there in his yaull:, of our wedding'feast to- 
ly." 

•Thei'e waa a dead silence icstautly, and the Prince, who 

id jnst lifted up some of the bear's paw to his lips, with 

d sance and pastry al! ronnd it, dropped it again Dpon 

Is plate, and opened his oyca as mde ns they could go; 

n, hastily wiping bis month with the saWet, oxclaimed in 

' Gorman — "What the devil, Ottbf art thou a free- 

who replied — " A true nobleman may, in all 

nngs, be a freetldnkcr, and neither do al! that a pnnce 

immands nor believe all that a pope teaches." To wluch 

e Duke answered — " What concerns me I pardon, for I 

) not believe that you will ever forget your duty to your 

The times are gone by when a nohle would openly 

V ofier violence to his sovereign, bnt for what concerns the 

I honour of our Lord Christ, I mnst leave yon in the hands 

f Fabrianns to receive proper chastisement." 

V Pabtianus, seoing that all eyes wore fixed on him, 
Few red and cleared his throat, and set himself in a poai- 
1 to argue the point with Lord Otto, beginning — " So 
1 believe that Christ the Loi-d remained in the gl■avfl^ 
Uid ia not living and reigning for all elcfmVjV 
' lltc, — "Yes; that is my opinlotv." 



I 
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ITic. — " What do jou believe then? or do you believe in 
anything?" 

Ille — " Yes; I believe firmly in an all-powerful and om- 
niscient God." 

Hie. — " How do you know he exists?" 

Ille. — " Because my reason tells me. so." 

Hie — " Your reason does not tell you so, good sir. It 
merely tells you that something supermundane exists, but 
cannot tell you whether it be one God or two Gods, or a 
hundred Gods, or of what nature are these Gods — ^whether 
spirits, or stars, or trees, or animals, or, in fine, any object 
you can name, for paganism has imagined a Deity in every- 
thing, which proves what I assert. You only believe in one 
God, because you sucked in the doctrine with your mother's 
milk."* 

• Tlie history of all philosophy shows that this is psychologically 
true. Even Lucian satirizes the philosophers of his age who see God, 
or Gods in numbers, dogs, geese, trees, and other things. 

But monotheistic Christianity has preserved us for nearly 2,000 
years from these aberrations of philosophy. However, as the authority 
of Christianity declined, the pagan tendency again became visible; 
. until at length, in the Hegelian school, we have fallen back helplessly 
into the same pantheism which we left 2,000 years ago. In short, 
what Kant asserts is perfectly true : that the existence of God cannot 
be proved from reason. For the highest objects of all cognition — 
God, Freedom, and Immortality — can as little be evolved from the new 
philosophy, as beauty from the disgusting process of decomposition. 
And yet more impossible is it to imagine that this feeble Hegelian 
pantheism should ever become the crown and summit of all human 
thought, and final resting-place for all human minds. Reason, whe- 
ther from an indwelling instinct, or from an innate causality-law, may 
assert that something supermundane exists, but can know nothing 
more and nothing further. 

So we see the absurdity of chattering, in our journals and periodicals, 
of the progress of reason. The advance has been only formal^ not es- 
sentiaL The formal advance has been in printing, railroads, and such 
like, in which direction we may easily suppose progression will yet 
further continue. But there has been no essential advance whatever. 
We know as little now of our own being, of the being of God, or even 
of that of the smallest Infusoria, as in the days of Thales and Anaxi- 
mander. In short, when life begins, begins also our feebleness; 
" Ther« p^ui^ u we walk by faith, not by sight" Yet these 

'''*' lers of our day will only walk by sight, not by 

r cannot see into anything — not even into them- 



I Die. — "How did it hsppfin, then, that AbraliBin airli-edj 
mat the knowledge of the one God, nnd called on the name o£l 
Khe Lord?" ■ 

■ Hie. — "Do yon compare yourself with Abraham? tiarel 
nwn eror stuped Hebrew?" fl 

W lUe— "A little. In my j-onth I read through the boolcl 
wtt Genesie." V 

I Hie — "Goodl then yon know that the Hebrew word for • 
wtiame is Sliein?'" | 

I lUe "Yea; I know that." 

B Hie — "Then yon know that, from the time of Eiios, the J 

I- nntne* was preaclied (Genesis ir. 26), showing that tha J 

pni'C doctrine waa known from the begiuning. Thla doA^| 

• trine was darkened and obscnied by wise people like you, aoH 

that it was abnost lost at the time of Abraham, who agaii^| 

preached the name of the Lord to unbelievers." 'S 

Ille. — "What did this primitive doctrine contain?" ^M 

Hie,. — Undoubtedly not only n testimony of the one livin^f 

God of heaven and earth, bnt also clearly of Christ thS* 

Messiah, as he who was promised to our fallen parents £■.■ 

paradise (Genesis iii. 15)." JB 

Ille. — " Can you prove that Abraham had the witness ofw 

Chrial?" ■ 

Hie — "Yea; from Christ's own words (John viii. 56): — J 

'Abraham, your father, rejoiced to see my day, and he aai^B 

I it, &nd was giad.' Item: S>Ioses aud all the prophets )iav^| 

iritnessed of Him, of whom you say that he lies de^d in tf^M 

i^rave." V 

Ille. — "Oh, that is just what the priesta say." ^ 

— "And Christ himself, Luke sxvL 25 and 27. USM 

' you not see, young man, that you mock the Prince of Life 

whom God, tiiat cannot lie, promised before the world.ba- 

gan — Titns i. 2,— ay, even more than yon mocked your 

temporal prince, this day? Poor sinner, what does it 

you to believe in one God?" 

" Even tho devils believe and tremble," added JaooM 
Kleist, the Chancellor. "No, there is no other name giveM 

inler to unduBtand the argnmcat, the leaAm ywi-iX 
nam; liorn is taken in the Mti« ot ftva »itt*. " 
W eaasiilered as teCeniag etipcdally tu Chtial. 
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^^BHHr h&avcu by wliidi you uau bo aiveil; aud will yonfl, 
mm wiee than Abraham and the Prophets, anii tlie ApiW 
lies, and all boly Christian churches np to this clay? Shamo 
oil yon, and remember vhat St Paal saya: — 'Thinking 
tlicmKlrcs wise tliey becttiiio foola.' And in let Cor. xv. 
17| "If Christ be oot lisen, then is year faith vain, and 
oar preaching also rain. Ye aye 3-et in your siua, oud tlicy 
who sleep in Christ are lost."" 

So Olfo waa silenced and coughed, for he had nothing to 
nnaurcr, and all the guests laughed ; bnt, fortunately, j uat then 
the offering- plate was handed round, and the Duke laid dowu 
two dncats, at which Otto smiled scornfaity, and flung in 
seven I'ix-doUars, bnt laughed outriglit when Fabianus put 
down only fonr groschcn. 

Tliia seenied to afl'ront his Highness, for be wliispered to 
hi^ Chancellor to order the canriageiS, and rose up rrom table 
with his attendants. Then, offering his Jiand to Otto, aaid: 
" Take care, Otto, or the devil will have you one day in'' 
hell, like the rich man in Scripture." To which Otto re-, 
plied, bowing low: " Gracioua Lord, I hope at least to meet, 
good company there. Farewell, and pardon me for not 
attending yon to the castle gates, but I may not leave my 
guests." 

Then all the nobles rose up, and Ihe young knights ac- 
compauicd his Highness, as did also Sidonia, who nowi 
fuithcr entreated his Grace to remove her from her father's' 
castle, since be saw himself how lightly God's word waa ■ 
held there. Fabrianus waa infinitely pleased to hear her 
apeak in this manner, and promised to use all his influence 
towards having her removed irom this Egypt. 

Hero ended all that old Uckermann could relate of Sido- 
nia's youth; bo I determined to ride on to Stramehl,_ and 
learn there facther pailicalars if possible. 

' ITiiB proof of Christ'3 divinity fmin the Old Tislameut iras con- 
sidered of the liighest importance in the time of the apoatlea; but 
SehleiermBcher, in his etrange system, whicli may be called u mystic 
Rationalism, eudeBvonca to shake tiie nutboiity of tiie Old Tistament 
In n most unpardonable and incomprehtnaible manner. Tlila sppeara 
to mu 03 if a man weie to tear down a bnilding from tlic BUre fuiui- 
d«tion on wldeh it hod reettd for 1000 yeota, ond iraofiiic il tuulj 
nsl in tmo staU£tf ooty on tbt ineie breath of Ida wunU. 
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Accord iuglr, next day I Look leave of tlic good olii man, 

praying God to give him a, piuiccfnl death, aud arrived at 

Strameiil with my servant. Here, however, I conid obtaiu 

no information; for even the Borli family pretended to know 

nothing, jast as if they never had heard of Sidonia (they 

I ashamed, I think, to acknowledge her), and the towns- 

iIq who had known her were all dead. The girl, indeed, 

Btill living whose goose Sidonia had killed, but she was 

an old woman in second childhood, and fancied that I 

myself Sidonia, who had coma to take away another 

goose from Uer. So I rode on to Freienwaid, where I heard 

much that shall appear in ita proper place; then to Old 

Stettin; anU, after waiting three days for n fair wind, 

sail for 'Wolgast, expecting to obtain much informatii 

CHAPTER IV. 

SIDONIA CAIIE TO TUE COL'IIT AT WOLCAST, AMD Ot WII. 
fL'irrilEK BAFl-ENEU TO IIEG TULRE. 

.Itr Wolgast I met with many persona whose fathers had 
,](nown Sidonia^ and what they related tu me couceming 
ier I have summed up into connesion for yom.- Highuesa as 
follows. 

When Dnke Bamim reached the Diet at Treptow, he 
.immediately made known Sidonia'a request to the Grand 
^Chamberlwn of Wolgast, Ulrich von Schwei'b, who was 
;«lso gnardlan to the five young princes. But he grambledt 
Mid said — " The Dacal Widow had maids of honour enough 
to dam np the river with if she chose; and he wished for 
lore pet doves to be brought to court, particularly not 
Sidonia; fur he knew her father was ambitious and longed 
to bo called 'your Grace.'" 

Even Fabianus cowld not prevail in Sidonia'a favour. 
the Duke and he retamed home to Stettio; but scarcely 
had they arrived there, when a letter came fram the ducal 
widow of Wolgast, saying, that on no account would she 
recwve Sidonia at her court. The Duke might therefoiw. 
«ep her at his own if he chose. 

So the Duke took no further IvouUc, \iu*t 'ovictw- •«* 
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not SO easily satisfied; and taking the matter in her own 
lianda she left her father's castle without waiting his per- 
mission, and set off for Stettin. 

On arriving, she prayed the Duke to bring her to Wol- 
gast without delay, as she knew there was an honourable, 
noble lady there who would watch over her, as indeed she 
felt would be necessary at a court. And Fabianus sap- 
ported her petition; for he was much edified with her 
expressed desire to crucify the flesh, with the affections and 
lusts. 

Ah I could he have known herl 

So the kind-hearted Duke embarked with her imme- 
diately, without telling any one ; and having a fair wind 
sailed up directly to the little water gate, and anchored 
close beneath the Castle of Wolgast. ■ 

Here they landed ; the Duke having Sidonia under one 
arm, and a little wooden puppet under the other. It was 
an Eve, for whom Sidonia had served as the model ; and 
truly she was an Eve in sin, and brought as much evil 
upon the land of Pomerania as our first mother upon tho 
whole world. Sidonia was enveloped in a black mantle, 
and wore a hood lined with fur covering her face. The 
Duke also had on a large wrappmg cloak, and a cap of 
yellow leather upon his head. 

So they entered the private gate, and on through the 
first and second courts of the castle, without her Grace 
hearing a word of their arrival And they proceeded on 
through the gallery, until they reached the private apart- 
ments of the princess, from whence resounded a psalm which 
her Grace was singing with her ladies while they spun, 
and which psalm was played by a little musical box placed 
within the Duchess's own spinning-wheel. Duke Bamim 
had made it himself for her Grace, and it was right plea- 
sant to hear. * 

After listening some time, the Duke knocked, and a maid 
of honour opened the door. When they entered, her Grace 
was so confounded that she dropped her thread and ex- 
claimed, "Dear uncle I is this maiden, then, Sidonia?" 
examining her from head to foot while she spoke. The 
Duke excused himself by saying that he had promised her 



father to bring ter here; hut her Grace cut short his apolff^ 
■ gtee with "Dear uucle, Dr. Mtu'lin Lather told me, on my 
Teddbg-day, that he never silowei! himself to be iater- 
TDpted at hia prayers, because it betokened the presence of 
Bomethiag evil. And you have now broken in on our de- 
Totiona; therefore sit down with the maiden and join our 
psalm, if you know it." Then her Graee took up the reel 
again, and having set the clock-work going with her foot, 
strack up the psalm once more, in a clear loud voice, joined 
by all her Indies. But SidgnitL sat still, and ke[)t Ler eyes 
vpou the ground. 

When they had ended, her Grace, having first crossed 

r herself, advanced to Sidonia aud said: "Since you arrived 
at my court, yon may remaia; but take cava that yoQ never 
lifb yoar eyes upon the young men. Sach- wantons are 
hateial to my sight; for, as the Scripture says, 'A fair 
woman without discretion is like a cicciet of gold upon n 
swine's head.'" 

Sidonia changed colour at this, but the Duke, who held 
qnile a different opuiion about such women, entreated her 
" 56 uot to be alw.iya so gloomy and melancholy — that * 

time now for her to forget her late spoase, and think 
gayer subjects. _ To which she answered: "Dear nnch 

forget my Philip, particularly as my fate was fore-i 
ahadowed at my bridal by a most ominons occu 

Now the Duko had heard this atory of the lu'idal a hu; 
3red times; yet to please her he asked, " Aod what was i^ 
(lear cousin?'' 

Listen," she replied. "When Dr. Martin Lnther ex- 
changed our rings, mine fell from bis hand to the ground; 
8t which he was cviJoatly troubled, and takiug it up, ho 
blew on it; tlieu turning round, exclaimed, 'Away with 
thee, Satanl away with thee, Satanl Meddle not in this 
matterl' And so m/dear lord was taken from mo in his 
forty-fifth year, and I was left a desolate widow." Uero 
she sobbed and put herlterchief to her eyes. 

" But, coasb," said the Duke, "remember you have a 
great blessbg from God b yoar five fine sons. AaA^Va. 
.yeminda me — where are they all nowT' 

This I'cstored her Grace, and aha \>e^vi Wi &.s.>:»>iv»ft. 
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licr dilldren, tdltiy liow LaiiJaome was lUo youw^ Pi'iuco 
Knieai, luitl Oiat lie and iho liltlo Caaimir were only wiili 
her now. 

Hero Sidonia. aa the other Indica remarked, moved rcat- 
Ii«3ly on licr chair, nnd lier ejea flitslied like torches, so 
lliat It vtaa evident some plan had etrack her, for sliG was 
Blreuglboaing day by day in wickedness. 

"Ay, cousin," cried the Date, "it is no wonder a Land- 
Boine motlier should have haudsomo sons. And now nhat 
think you of giving us a jolly wedding? It ia time for you 
to thbk of a second hnsbnnd, mcthinks, after having wept ten 
years for yonr Philip, The beat doctor, they say, for a, young 
widow, is a handsome lover, "What think you of myself, 
for instance?" And he pulled off Lis leather cap, and put 
b!s white head and heard up close to her Grace. 

Now, though her Grace could not help laaghing at hia 
lioaition and words, yet she grew as soar as vinegar again 
immediately; for all the ladies titicred, and, as to Sidonia, 
she laughed outright 

"Fiel uncle," said ber Grace, "a truce to such fully; 
do yon not know what St, Paul says: — 'Let the widows 
abide even aal?'" 

"Ay, true, dear cousin; hut, then, does he not say, loo: 
' I will that the younger widows marry?'" ' 

" Ah, but, dear uncle, 1 am no longer young." 

'MVby, you areas young and active as a gul; and I 
engage, coo^n, if any stranger came in hero to look for the 
widow, he woold find it difficult to make ber ont amongst 
the yonng miudena; don't yon think so, Sidonia?" 

"Ah, yes," she replied; "I never imagined her Grace 
was ao young. She is as blooming as a rose." 

This appeared to please the Princess, for she smiled 
slightly and then sighed; hut gave Lis Grace a smart slap 
when he attempted to seize her hand and kiss it, saying: — 
"Now, uncle, I told you to leave off this fooleiy." 

At this moment the band outaida struck up 0nke Bogis- 
lara inarch — the same tlmt was played before him in 
Jcmsalem when he ascended the Via Dolorosa up to Gol- 
gotha; for it was tUo .custom heW to pky this march half 
au boar before dinnoft-jft' order lo gather nl! tho houseliuld, 




mights, siinircs, pngcf, o.ai even grooms aud peasants, to 
be castle, where they all received entertaloment. Anil ten 
ooma were laid with dinner, and all stood open, bo that 
ny one might enter nnder the perraiasion of the Coart Mar- 
Iml. All this I must notice bore, bccaoso Sidonia atlcr- 
rards caused much scandiLl by these means. The mnsic 
low rejoiced her greatly, aud she began to move her little 
bet, not in a pilgrim, bat in a waltz measm'e, and to heat 
ime with them, as one coold easily perceive by the motion 
ttideraeath her mantle. 

The Grand Chamberlain, Ulrich von Schwerin, now en- 
ered, and having looked at Sidonia with mnch sorptisc, 
idvanced to kiss the hand of the Duke and bid him welcome 
Woigaat. Then, tnniing to her Grace, he inqnired if the 
welve pages ahontd wait at tabic to do lionoar to the Dnko 
f Stettin, Bnt the Dnko focbade them, saying he wished 
a dine in private for this day with the Dacheas and her two 
Ona; the Grand Chamberlain, too, he hoped would be pre- 
nnt, and Sidonia might have a seat at the dacal table, as 
he was of noble blood; besides, he had taken her likeness 
B Eve, and tiio first of women ought to sit at the first 
ibie. Hereupon, the Dnke drew forth the pQppet, and 
died to Ulrich: — "Ilore! yon have seen my Adam ia 
teptow, what think yon now of Eve? Look, dear consiii, 
► she not the imago of Sidonia?" 
At this speech both looked very grave. Ulrich said no- 
ftng, hut her Grace replied: "You will make the gir! 
6ar uncle." And Ulrich added: "Yes, and the imago has 
lloh an expression, that, if the real Eve looked so, I think 
lie would have lofl her husband in the lurch, and run with 
he devil himself to the devil." 

While the last verse of the march was playing — "To 
Zion conies Pomerania'a Prince" — they proceeded to din- 
ner; the Dnke and the Princes leading, while from every 
lidor, the young knights and pages 
sight of Sidonia, who having thrown 
;r mantle, swept by them in a robe of crimson velvet 

the dinIng-h!i.H, Tnwwi "^.vewaV -< 
the pillars ■«eamsB.\)\ad&. ? 
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njMille, (katcncd with clldna of golJ Up itrpped foiwi 
to jtreijt tho Duke, aad inquire after hiu health 

The Duke was woU plensed to see him, and tapped iiiia 
00 tbe cheek, exclaiming — 

" By my faitii, cousm, I have not hpird too much of yon. 
What a fine j-oaih you have gi'own tip siuce yoa left tho 
university." 

But how Sidonia's eyca sparkled wlieii {for liia raisfor- 
tnno) she fonml huraolf seated iiext him at table. The 
DDchees now called opon Sidonia to say the "gratias," but 
ehe blanderod and stammered, which many imputed to ' 
ino<]esty. so that Pritice Ernest had to repeat it in her 
atead. This aeeraed to give him courage; for when the 
others began to talk around the table, he ventured to bid 
her welcome to his raotlier'a court 

When they rose from table, Sidonia was again com- 
tnauded to say grace, but being unable, the Prince came to 
her relief and repeated the word^ fur her. And dow the 
evil spirit without doubt put it into the Ditkc's iiead, who 
had drDDic rather freely, to say to her Grace — 

:^Dear Couaiu, 1 have introduced the Italian fashion at 
my oowt, whiuh is, that every knight kisses the lady next 
bun on rising from dinner — let ua do the same here. And 
herewith he first kissed her Grace and- then Sidouia. 
Ulrieh von Schweria looked grave at this and shook his 
bead, particularly when the Duke encouraged Prince 
Kmest to follow his example; but the poor yonth looked 
quite ashamed, and cast down his eyes. However, when 
he raised them agam Sidonia's wei-e fised on him, and stie 
ranrmurmod — "Will you not learn?" with -such a glance 
accompanying the words, that he could no louger resist to 
lonch her lips. So there was great laughing iu.the hnU; 
and iho Duko, then taking his puppet under one arm and 
Sidonia noder the other, liescended with her to the Castla 
Gardeus, coniplaining that ho never got a good laugh in 
this gloomy houao, lot him do what he would. 

' And the next day he departed, though the Prince sent 
his equerry to know would his Grace desire to hunt that day, 
or if he preferred fiahiBft itore wwo some exci'lleiit carp 
within thedouiBiU^ V Duke replied, tliKt lie u-ould 
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neither ride nor fisli, bat sail away at ten of tbe clock, i 
the wind were favonrable. 

So many feared that his Gmcc was annoyed, and therQ 
fore the Dnchess and Friuce Emest, along with the Grandl 
Ohamberlain, attended him to the gate ; and even to pleaae * 
him, Sidonia was allowed to accompany them. The Pome- 
rankn standard also was hoi3l:ed to do htoi houonr, and 
finally he bade the illnatriona widow faravvell, recommend- 
ing Sidonia to her care. But the fair maiden herself ha j 
took in his arms, she weeping and sobbing, and admonlahe^ 
her to ha careful and discreet. And so, with a fai 
ECt Gail from Wolgast, and nerer once looked back. 




BIDOSrA KNOWS MOTtllHG OF GOD S WOED, BUT 

IT FROll THE YOCSG PRINCE OF WOLQASr. 

Kbit day, Sanday, her Grace was nnable to attend diviiw 
'a the chnrch, having caught cold by neglecting t 
pot on her mantle, when she accompanied the Dnke down t^M 
the water-gate. However, thongh her Grace cjuld not^ 
leave her chamber, yet she heard the sermon of the p 
[aU the same; for an ear-tnbe descended from her apartment 
iflown on the top of the pulpit, by which meand every v 
leached her, and a maid of honour ahvays remained in 
tendance to find ont tbe lessons of the day, and the o 
.portions of the divine eerviee for her Grace, who thus ci 
follow the clergymEm word for word. Sidonia was the 
Bclect«d for the office on this day. 

But, gracious Heavensl when the Dnciiess said, find n 
ont Che prophet Isaiah, Sidonia looked in the New T 
meut; and when she said, open the gospel of St. J 
Sidonia looked in the Oid Testament. Ac first, her C 
lid not perceive her blunders, bat when she became a 
~ em, she started up, and teaiing the Bible ont ot 
s, exclaimed, "What!^ — ai'c you a heathen? 
y yon conld not repeat a simple grace \\vM: s,"iw^ « 
B by heart, aud to-day you io iwl V-aciw toe i^'«'a 
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(jcln-Mti the OliJ and New Tostameots. Foi- slmme. ^VIrsI 
vfhtt ui ill weed I havo introduced into my lionse." 

So tho cnnn'rag wench began to weep, and said, licr father 
hftd never tUlowod lier to Icam Christianity, though sho 
wished to do bo ardently, but always made a mock of it, , 
and for thb reason ahe had sought a refuge with her Grace, 
whrro she liojied to become a truly piona and believing 
Christian. The Docheaa was quite softened by her tears, 
and promised that Dr. Dionyaiua Gerscliovius should ex- 
' £ her in the catechisni, and see what she knew, lie 
s learned man from Daber," and her Grace's chaplain. 
The very idea of the doctor frightened Sidonia eo mnch, that 
hpr teeth chattered, and she entreated her Grace, while sho 
kissed her hand, to allow her at least a fortnight for prepa- 
ration and Btady before the doctor came. 

The Dnchess promised this, and said, that Clara von 
Dewitz, another of her maidens, would be an esooUent par- 
son to asais't her in her studies, as she came from Daber 
alao, and was familiar with tho views and doctrines held by, 
Dr. Gerachoviua. This Clara we ahnll hear more of in our 4 
history. She was a year older than Sidonia, intelligent, 
coorageous, and faithful, with a quiet amiable disposition, 
and of moat pious and Chiiatian demeanour, h^lie n'oro a 
high stiff ruff, out of which peeped forth her head acai-cely 
viable, and a long robo, like a stoic, sweeping behmd her. , 
She was privately betrothed to her Grace's Master of iho 
Horse, Marcns Berk, by name, a cousin of Sidonia's; for, 
as hocGrace discouraged all kinds of gallantry or love-making 
at her conrt, they were obliged to keep the matter secret; 
eo that no one, not even her Grace, suspected anythmg of 
the engagement. . ^ ^ ^ • 1 ■ ■ 

This was the person appomted to mstnict bidoma in 
Chriatianity; and every day tho fair pupil visited Clara in 
' herroorafornuhoar; but, alasl theology was sadly inter- 
rupted by Sidonia's folly and levity, for she chattered away 
on aU Bobjocta: first abont Trince Eraest — was he 
affianced lo any one? was he in love? had Oiara herself a , 
lover? and if that old proser. moaning the Duchcas, lookc 



I SlIX)»rA THE SOllCEBESS. 49* 

I always as sonr? did aho nerer allow a feast or n donco? 
and then she would teas tbc cittcclusm nndcr the bed, or 
teai' it aad traropie on it, mutteiiag, with mnch Ul-temper, 

, that she wns too old to be lennung catechiaraa like a 

L child. 

K Poor Clara tried to reaaon with her miidiy, and said: — 
K" Her Grace was very particular on these points. The 
Bmaida of honour were obliged to assemble weekly once in the 
B church and once in her Grace's own room, to bo examined 
W\>y Dr. Gerachovins, not only in the Lutheran catechism, 
P which they all knew well, but also in that written by his 
1 brother. Dr. Timothy Gerachovins of Old Stettin; ao Sido- 
I nta bad better first learn the Catechiemnm Lutheri, and 
afterwards the Calechismnra Gerachorii." At Iflst Sidonia 
grew ao weaiy of catcchiams, that she determined to nmi 
L away from conrC. 

L Ifnt Satan had more for her to do; so ho pnt a little' 
I.ByrDp into the wormwood draught, and thus it was. One/. 

■ day passing along the corridor from Clara's room, it so hap- 
■pened that Prince Kmest opened his door, just as ahe came 
Kvp to it, to let oat the smoke, and then began to walk up 
^^nd down, playing soflly on his lute. Sidonia atood still 
Kfbr a few minnCcs with her eyes thrown up in estasy, and 
Etlien puescd on; but the Prince stepped to the door, and 
I aaked her did she play. 

I " AiasI no," she answered. "Her father had forbidden 
Ubei to leani the lute, though niiisio was her passion, and her 
llieart aeemed almost breaking with joy when she listened to 
lit If his Highness would but play one little air otci- again 

■ fbr her." 
I " Yes, if you will, enter, but not while you are standing 

■ there at my door." 
I "Ah, do not ask me to enter, that would not be seemly; 
I but I will ait down hero on this becr-barrol in the corridor 
^Xnd listen; besides, mosic ia improved by distance." 

I And she looked so tenderly at the young Prince that 
KcarC burned within him, and he stepped out into the co: 
^Bor to play; but the aouud reaching the ears of her Grace, 
Fllie looked out, and Sidonia jumped up fvo«lX\le.^slil;t-^i'" 
ftnd fled away to her own room. 
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were lauJ, Sidonia, being aware of this, npon the first toll 
of tho ilrnm skipped out into the corridor, dancing up and' 
dowu the whole length of it to the music, bo that the players 
ticclnrcd they hod never seen so beautiful a dancer, at which 
her heart beat with joy; and as tiie crowd came up, they 
stopped to sdmiro her grace and beauty. Then she would 
pause and say a few plenging words to each, to a huntsman, 
if he were passing: "Ah, I think no deer in the world conld 
cacapeyon, my fine young peasant;" or if a, Imisht, she would 
praise the colour of his doublet and the tie of his garter; or 
if a knndress she wocld commend the whiteness of her rmcn 
which she had never seen equalled, and as to the old cook 
find butler, she enchanted them by asking had his Grace of 
Stotlin ever seen them ; for assuredly it he had, ho wonld 
have taken their fine heads as models for Abraham 
Noah. Then she dung largess amongat them to drink tba 
health of the Duchess ; only when a young noble passed, afatl 
grew timid and dnrst not venture to address him, but saW|| 
loud enough for him to hear — " Oh, how handsome! Dt 
yon know his name?" Or — " It is easy to see that ho is j 
born nobleman" — and snch like hypocritieal flatteries. 

The princess never knew a word of all this, for, acoordini 
to etiquette, she was the last to scat herself at table. St 
Sidonia's dorags were not diacovorod nntii too lato, for by 
that time she had won over the whole court, great ai^ 
small, to her interests. 

Amongst the cavaliers who passed one day, were tw»' 
fine young men, Wcdig von Schwetzkow, and JohaiKci 
Appcimann, son of the burgomaster at Starprd. They< 
wei'e both handsome, but Johann was a dissolute wild 
profligate, and Wedig was not troubled with too mnoh 
sense. Still ho had not fallen into the evil courses which 
made the other so notorious. " Who is that handsoma 
youth?" asked Sidonia, as Johann passed, and when they 
told hor, "Ah, a gentlemanl" Ehe exclaimed; "who la of 
far higher value in my eyes than a Nobleman." 

Summa; they both fell in love with her on the instant; but , 
all tho yonng squires were the same more or less, except her ] 
cousin Marcus Bork, seeing tiiat ho was already betrothed. ' 
Likewise aner dinner, m place of going direct to the ladies' 




apartments, slie would take a circuitous rout, so as to go by 
Ihe quarter where the men dined, and as she passed thi ' 
iflciors, which they left open on purpose, what rejoicing 
'^ere was, and such running and squeezing just to get a 
glimpse of her — the little putting their heads under the 
arms of the tail, and there they began to laugh and chat; 
bat neither the Duchess nor the old Chsmberlaiii knew, 
anything of this, for they were in a different wing of the 
castle, and besides always took a sleep after dinner. 

However, old Zitsewitz, when he heard the elamoar, 
knew well it was Sidonia, and wonid jump ap from the 
tnarshall'a table thongh the old ronrshall shook hia head, 
1 to the gallery to have a chat with her himself, 
and she langhed and coquetted with him, so that the old 
knight wonld vnn after her and take her in Ills arrns, asking 
ber where she would wish to go. Then she sometimes 
said — to the castle garden to feed the pet stag, for she had 
never seen so pretty a thing in all Ler life, and she would 
ietch crumbs of bread with her to feed it So he muat 
needs go with her, and Sidonia ran down the steps with 
■ i from the young men's quarter to the castle 
court, while they all rose np to look after her, and langh at 
the old foot of a treasm'er. But in a short time they fol- 
lowed too, nmoing np and down the steps in crowds, to see 
Bidoaia feedmg the stag and cai'essing it, and sometimes 
trying to ride on it, while old Zitsewitz held the horns. 

Prince Ernest beheld all this from a window, and waa _ 
ready to die with jealousy and mortification, for he felt thai 
Bidonia was gay and friendly with every one but him 
Indeed, since the day of the late playing, he fancied shi 
shunned him and treated him coldly. Bat as Sidonia hed 
observed parti cnlarly, that whenever the young prince 
passed her in the gfdlery, he cast down hia cyea and sighed, 
she took another way of managing him. 
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E PBEPiRED A PETETIOM Ti 



THE DUCHESS IH PAVOITE 01 



OSIA — ITEM, OF TEE STKA; 



. DOINOS OF THE LAFLANDEH WITH HIS UtAGlC UIIUII. 

The daj preceding that on wliich SiJonia was to repeat tlia 
Catechism of Doctor Gerschovina (of which, by the way, 
she had not learnwl one word), the young Dulie suddenly 
entered his mother's flpartment, where she and her maiden* 
were spinuiug, and aslted her if she remembered anything 
sbout a Laplander willi a drum, who had foretold some 
event to ller and his father whiist they were at Peoemande, 
some years before; for he had been arrested at Eldcoo, and 
was now in Wojgasf, 

"Alaa," Buid her (Jrace, "I perfectly remember the hM" 
rible sorcerer. One spring I was at the hunt with yoOf' 
father, near Penemnnde, wiieu this wretch suddenly nppeaifed, 
driving two cows bcforo him, on a large ice-fiold. lie pre-i 
tended that while he was t^ing fortmies to the girls wUi^ 
milked the cows, a great storm arose, and drove him otiti 
into the wide sea, which was a terribio misfortune to hiiBtj 
But yonr father told him, in Swedish, which iangnage tlUJ> 
kuava knew, that it had heea better to prophesy his owj 
destiuj-. To which he replied, a man conld aa little foret^^ 
his own fate aa see the back of his own head, which even' 
one can see hut himself. However, if tlie Duke wished,. 
he would tell him his tbituue, and if it did not come out 
true, let all the world hold him as a liar for his life 
long. 

"Alas! your fltther consented. Whereupon the kaa-tt 
began to dance and play upon his dnun like one frenziedj 
so that it was evident to see the spu-it was working within' 
him. Then he fell down like one dead, and cried, ■ Woe ta, 
thee when thy house is burning I Woe to tlice when tbf: 
house ia burning 1' 

"Therefore, be warned, my son; have nothmg to do 
with this fellow, for it so happened even as he said. On 
ibe 11th December, '57, our caslle was bnnied, and your 



I poor fiither had a rib broken in consequence. Would that 
I had been the rib broken for him, eo that ho might still 
reign over the land ; and this was the. tme cause of his 

"mely death. Therefore, dismiss this soreerei', for it ia 
Satan biniseli' speaks in him." 

Here Sidonia grew quite pale, and dropped the thread, 
ts If taken suddenlj ill. Then she prayed the Dachess to 
e her, and permit her to retire to her own room. 
6 tnoment the Duchess gave permission, Sidonia 
g^ded out ; but, in place of going to her chamber, she threw 
herself in a lauguid attitude npon a seat in the corridor, just 
Vhere she knew Priuue Ernest must pass, and learned her 
liead upon her hand. He soon came out of his mother's 
I, and seeing Sidonia, took her baud tenderly, asking, 
■with visible emotion— 

" Dear lady, what has happened ?" 

"Ah,'' she answered, ''I am so weak that I cannot go 
on to my little apartment. I know nut what oils me; bnt 

ira so afraid — " 

" Afraid of what, deareat lady?" 

" Of that sour old priest. He is to examine me to-moi^ 
to* iu the Oatechiam of Gerschovins, and I cannot learn t 
fmrd of it, do what I will. I know Luther's Catechism 
quite well" fihis was a falsehood, we know) "hat that does 
sot satisfy hun, and if I cannot repeat it he mil slap my 
Innds or box my ears, and my lady tlie Duchess will bo 
tngry than ever; bnt 1 am too old now to lefun 
eatechisms," 

Then she trembled like an a^pen-Ieaf, and fixed her eyes 
on bim with such tenderness that he trembled likewise, and 
drawmg her arm within his, supported her to her chamber. 
On the way she pressed his hand repeatedly, but with each 
pressure, as he afterwards confessed, a pang shot through 
his heart, which might have excited compassion &om Ms 
worst enemy. 

When they reached her chamber, she would not let him 
enter, but modestly put him back, saying, " Leave me — ' 
ahl leave mo, gracious Prince, I must creep to my bedj 

1 in the mean time, let me entreat you. to ' 
ttriest not to torment me to-movtow mo«i\sig;' 
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Tli0 I'l'ince now leit her, Und fui'gctting all about tliu 
Lsplonil wieard whom ho had lait viaiting iu the court- 
yaril, fao rashcd over the drawbridge, up the main street 
behind St. Peter's, and into the house of Dr. Gcrsehovins. 

The doctor was indignant at his petition. 

" My young Prince," he sdd, " if ever a human being 
stood in need of God's word, it la that yonng maiden." At 
last, however, npoii the entreaties of Prince Ernest, he 
consented to defer her cxammation: for four weeks, during 
which time she could fully perfect herself in the catechism 
of his learned brother. 

He then prayed the Pj'ince not to allow his eyes to be 
dazzled by this Mr, sinful beauty, who would delude him as 
she bad done all the other men in the castle, not exceptlcg 
even that old sinner Zitsewitz. 

When the Prmce returned to the castle, he found a great ' 
crowd assembled round the Lapland wiaai-d, all eagerly , 
asking to have their fortunes told, and Sidonia was amongst, ' 
them, as merry aud lively as if uotliiug had ^ed her. 
When the Prince expressed his surprise, she said, that 
finding herself much relieved by lying down, she had ven- 
tured into the fresh nu', to recreate herself, and have her 
ibrtoue told. Would not the Prince likewise wish to hear 
his? 

So, forgetting all bis mother's wise injonctions, he ad- 
vanced with Sidonia to the wizard. The Lapland dmm, 
which lay upon his knees, was a strange instrument; and 
by it we can see what arts Satan employs to strengthen his 
kingdom, in all places and by all means. For the Laplan- 
ders are Christians, though they in some sort worship the 
devil, and therefore he imparts to them much of his o^vn 
power. 

This drum which thoy use is matle out of a piece of hol- 
low wood, which must be either fir, pine, or birch, and 
which grows in such a particular place, that it follows the 
course of the aun; tiiat is, the Pectinea, Fibrai, and Lineie, 
in the annual rings of the wood, must wind from right to 
led. Having hollowed out snch a tree, they spread a skm. 
over it, fastened down with little pegs ; and on the centre of 
the skin is painted the sun, surrounded by figures of men, 
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bi^ast?, birJs, ami Gahet, along with Christ and tlie lioljn 

jtlea. All this is Uoue with the rinil of the eldeivtre^ 
chewed first beneath their teeth. Upon the top of the cirn 
there ia an index in the shape of s triangle, fram whiob^ 
g a nnmber of little rings andchoina. When the wiuard ' 
iriGhes to propitiate Satan and recoive hia power, he strikes 

drum with a hammer mode of the roia-deer's horn, not so 

uch to procure a sonnd as to set the index in motion with 
ail its little chains, that it miy move over the figwoa, and 
point to whatever gives the required answer. At the same 
time the magiciao mnrmnrs conjurations, springs sometimes 
np from the ground, screams, langhs, dances, reels, becomes 
blackin the face, foams, twists his e^cs, and falls to the groond 
at Inst in an ecstasy, dragging the dmm down npon hia face. 

Anj one may then pnt questlona to htm, and all mil come 
to pass that he answers. All this was done by the wizard, 
bat he desired strictly that when he ftll upon the gronnd, 
no one ahonld touch him with the foot, and, secondly, that 
all flies and insects shonld be kept carefully from him. So 
, SLftev he had danced, and screamed, and twisted hia face so 
horribly that balf the women fdnted, and foamed and raged 
until the demon seemed to have taken full possession of him, 
• he fell down, and then every one put questions to him, to 
■ which he responded; but the answers sometimes produced 
weeping, sometimes kaghing, according as some gentle 
mfuden heard that her lover waa safe, or that ho had been 
' struck by the mast on shipboard and tumbled into the sea. 
And all came out true, as was afterwards proved. 

Sidonia now invited the prmce to try his fortane, and s6fM 
forgetting the admonitions of the Duchess, ha said, " What] 
dost thon prophesy to mi 

" Beware of a woman, if yon would live long and hs^- 1 
pily," was the answer. 

" Bnt of what woman?" 

" I wDl not name her, for si 

Tlien the Prince tamed pale and looked at Sidonia, yi 
grew pale also, but made no answer, only laughed, and ad-J 
vanctag asiied-*-" What doat ibou prophesy to rae?" 
immediately the wizard shrieked; "Awayl awa^l 
I burn 1 thon makesC rae yet )xfM&\ ttiaa \ a-wV 




s present. 
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MiiDy thought thuse exclamations referred to SiJoni ^^ 
bcantjr, particularly tho young lords, who Tnurmnred-^ 
"Now every one must acknowledge her beauty, when even this 
BOQ of Sutan feels his heart bnming when she approaches." 
And Sidouia laughed merrily at Ihetr gallantries. 

Just then the Giiind Chamberlain came by, and having 
heard what had happened he angrily dismissed the crowd, 
and sending for the executioner, ordered the cheating ini- 
pofltor to he whipped and branded, and then sent over ihe 
frontier. 

The wizard, who had been lying quite stiftj now cried out 
(though he had never eeen the Chamberlain before) : " Lis- 
ten, Ulrichl I will prophesy something to thee: if it eomea 
not to pass, then pnnish me; but if it doea, thea give me a 
boat and seven loaves, that I may siul away to-morrow to 
my own coaiitry." 

Ulrioh refiiaed to hear his prophecy, bnt the wizanJ cried 
out — " Ulrioh, this day thy wife Hedwig will die at Spau- 

Ulrick grew pale, but only answered — " Thou licst! how - 
cJin that be?" Ho replied: "Thy cousin Clas will visit 
her; she will descend to the cellar to fetch him aome of the 
Italian wine for which you wrote, and which arrived yes- 
terday. A step of the stairs will break as she is ascending. 
3ho will fall forward upon the tlask, which wiii cat her 
throat through, and so she will die." 

When ho ceased, the alarmed Ulrich called loudly to the 
chief equerry, Appelmann, who just then came by; " Qnickl 
saddle the best racer in the stables, and ride for life to Span- 
tekow, for it may be as he has prophesied, and let us outwit 
the devil. Haste, haste, for Uie love of God, and I will 
never forget it to thee." 

So the equerry rode without stop or stay to Spantekow, 
and he found the conain Clas in the house, but when he 
asked fur the Lady Hedwig, they said, " She is in the cel- 
lar," So no misfortuuB had happened then; but as they 
waited and she appeared not, they descended to look for 
her, and lol jast as the wutard had propliesied, she had 
fallen upon the stairs while ascending, and there lay dead. 

The moumfLd news was brought by snnsol to Wolgast, 



■and Ulricb, iti his despair and grief, wished to burn the Lnp- 
limder, bnt Priuce Emeat hindered him, saying: — "It is 
more knightly, Ulrich, to keep yoai word than to coot your 
Tengeauc^." So the old man stood silent a long spaee, and 
tiien said : " Weil, yoang man, if you abandon Sidonia, I 
will release the Laplander." 

The Prince coloured, and the Lord Chamberlain thought 
that he bail discovered n secret ; bnt as the prophecy of the 
T»i«ard eame again into Prince Ernest's mind, he said; — 

" Well, UU'ich, I will give up the maiden Sidouva. Here 
U my hand." 

Accordingly, nest morning the wizard was released from 
prison and given a boat, with seven loaves and a pitcher of 
water, that he might sail back to hb own country. The 
wind, however, was due north, bnt the people who crossed 
the bridge to witness his departure wera filled with fear, 
vbea they saw him change the wind at his pleaaare to suit 
Hnuelf; for he pulled oat a etring full of knots, and having 
twang it abont, murmuring incimtstioas, all the vanes on 
Ihe towers creaked and whirled right abont, all the wind* 

'n the town stopped, all the vessels and boats that wei 

icing; np the stream became quite still, and their sail: 

flapped on the masts, for the wind had changed m a moment 

; fi^ north to sonth, and the north waves and the south 

vayes clashed together. 

As every one stood wondering at this, the sailors and 
Bshenneo in partlonlor, the wizard sprang into his boat and 
■ set forth with a fair wind, singing loudiy, " Jooike Dnai-al^ 
Jooike Dnaral*" and soon disappeared from sight, nor 
;r again seen in that couoCry. 

CHAPTER VU. 
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This affair with the Lapland wizard much troubled iho 
grand ehamberbin, and his faith suftered sore temptations. 
Bo he referred to Dr. Gerschovius, and asked him how the 

it ClUlnUcki — Buiuoly, Dsckiajo «* juj- 
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pra|ibets of God Uit&rei] from thoae of tlie deviL 
upon tlio doctor recommL-ndcd h'ua to meditate 
word, wherein he would find a source of consolation, 
solution of nil doubts. 

So the mourning Ulrich departed for hia castle of Span- 
tekow, trualing ia the asabtance of God. And her Grace, 
with all her court, resolved to attend the fonera! alao, to do 
liim honour. They proceeded forth, therefore, dressed in 
black robes; their horses also caparisoned with black hang- 
ings; and the Dnchess ordered a hundred wax lights for 
the ceremony. Sidonia alone declined attending, and gave 
oqC that she waa sick in bed. The truth, however, was, 
thttt as Duke Ernest was obliged to remain at home to 
take the command of the castle, and affix his aiguatnre to 
all papers, she wished to remam also. 

Tho mourning cortege, therefore, bad scarcely left the 
court, when Sidonia rose and seated herself at the windoWi 
which she knew the young Prince mnst pass along with his 
attendants, on their way to the office of the castle. Then 
taking np a lute, which she had purchased privately, and 
practised night and morning in place of learning the cate- 
chism, she played a low soft air, to attract theii* atl«Qtion. 
So all the young knights looked np; and wiien PrincO' 
Ernest arrived he looked np also, and seeing Sidonia ex- 
claimcd, with surprise, "Beautiful Sidonia, how have yoa 
learned the lute?" At which she blushed and answered 
modestly, " Gracious Prince, I am only self-taught. No 
one here nnderstanda the Inte except your Highness." 

" Does this employment, then, give yon much pleasure?'' 

" Ah, yeal If I could only pby it well, I would give 
half my life to learn it properly. There ia no snch sweet 
enjoyment npon earth, I think, as this." 

" Bnt you have been sick, lady, and the cold air will do 
you au injury." 

" Yes, it ia true I have been ill, but the air rather re- 
fresbes me; and besides I feel the melancholy of my soli- 
tude less here." 

*' Now farewell, dear lady; I must attend to the hnsi- 
ness of the castle." 

This little word — " dear lady" — gave Sidonia snch 
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fidencc, that b^ the time ehe expected Prince Ernest to ' 
k'pase Again on his retorn, she wh.s seated at the window 
awaitdng him witli her late, to which she tiow sang in a 
dear, sweet voice. But the Prince passed on as If he heard 
nothing— never oven once looked up, to Sidonia's great 
mortification. Howover, the moment he reached his ovm 
apartment, he commenced playing a melancholy air upon 
hia Inte, aa if in response to hera. The artfal yoang maiden 
no sooner beari this than she opened her door. The Princo 
at the same instant opened hb to let out the smoke, and 
their eyes met, when Sidonia uttered a feeble cry and fell 
fftintiug npon the floor. The Prince seeing this flew to her, 
raised her up, and, trembling with emotion, carried lier back 
to her room and laid her down upon the bod. Now indeed 
it was well for him that he had ^veo that promise to 
Ulrich. When Sidonia after some time slowly opened her 
eyes, the Prince asited tenderiy what ailed her; and she 
said — " I moat have taken cold at the window, for I feit 
very ill, and went to the door to caU an attendant; bat I 
mnst have fainted then, for I remember nothing more, 
Alasl the poor Prince, he believed all this, and conjured 
lier to lie down nntil he calleil a maid, and sent for the phy- 
tdcion if she desired it; but, no — she refased, and said it 
WDald pass off soon, (Ahl thou cunning maidenl it may 
well pass off when it never was on.) 

However, she remained in bed until the next day, when 
the Princess and her train returned home from the funeral. 
Her Grace had assisted at the obsequies with all princely 
BttSb, and even laid a crown of rosemary with her own 
hand upon the head of the coi^iso, and a little prayer-book 
beside it, open at that fine hymn "Pauii Sperati" (which also 
was sung over the grave). Then the husband laid a tin 
cruciffx on the coffin, with the inscription from 1 John iii. 
8: — "The Son of God was manifested that ho might de- 
stroy the works of the doviL" After which the cofflji was 
lowered into the grave with many tears. 

Some days after this, being Sunday, Doctor Gerechoviua 
and the Grand Chamberlain were present at the dncal titblc. 
I Ulrich indeed ato little, for ho was filled ■NiA'a ^\>5, «*i 
■idpped a little broth, into wWcli 'bo tswH woniAfti awfifi t^sa- 
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deev cbocsc, not to appoar angracious : but when liinner was 
ftvcr, be riiiaed bis hcaci, and asked Doctor Gersohoviua hi 
infarm bin) now in what lay the difl'eranco between the jmn 
phets of God and those of the devil. The Doeheaa wis 
diarmed at the proepcct of such a profitable disconrae, and 
ordered a ciiBbion and footstool to be placed fur berself, that 
she might remajn to hear it. Then she aent for the whola 
bouBchold — maidens, squires, oud pages—^that they too might 
bo eJified, and learn the true natuvo of the devil's gifts. 
The hall was soon as fnll, therefore, as if a seru 
aboQt to be preached; nnd the doctor, seeing this, strofced 
his beard, and ho begun aa follows:* — 

* I'crliiip't some rciulors will hold the rationalist iloctrine tlwt n , 
pniphecj is posable oi cfedible, and that no mortal uin imder ms 1 
clraumsUinco «o intofuturity; but howthwcan Ihty atisii '' "--■ 
vfonderful phenomena of animal magnetism, which are so wi 
Heated ? Do Omy deny all the facts -which have been elici ._^ 
groat Bilvanca mode receolly in naCnral and phyriologieal philoaopiS 
I need not here bring forward jiroob rrom the ancients, showing tfajL 
anirGraal belief in the possibility of seeing into futimty, nor a cloud M 
witneases from our modem. philosopSera, attpating the truth of tT 
phenomena of somnumbnlisni, hut only obserre that this very Acnden 
of Pari* which in 1784 unnlhemafiBed Mesmer as a ']uact, a 
rad a charlalaji or fool, and whicli in conjunction with all th^ 
academies of Europe {that of Berlin alone ostcijled), reviled bla 
doctiincs and inaolted d! who upheld them, as witches had been revileA 
in preceding centuries, and compelled Mesmer himself to fly for ^a*i 
tecCion to Franltfort— this very aeademy, I any, on the 12thFebrn«i7,i 
1 B26, rescinded all thi^ condemnatory verdicts, and proclaimed that ^tfj 
woadorful phenomena of animal msgnetism had been so well aalhBBJ: 
ticatfd that doubt was Do longer possible. Thia confession of & * 
was the more remarkable, because the members of tho commiasiOT 
inquiry had been carefully selected, ou purpose, 6om physldans t 
wera totdly adveno to the doutrinei of Bleatner. 

There ore but two raofies, 1 think, ofexplainiuj; thi^ae extroordinuy- 
pbcnomGnn, either by aupposing tliem eir.tlcil by .■.upcniadiral agency, 
as all sects and diviners from nn(ii[iuty. thronjh the raiddii' ayes down 
to our Bonmsmbulists, have pretended ihut thuy really stcid in com- 
manicatfon with spirit; or, by ^iipiicslng; tli.il th<^re i^ an uiuatc latent 
divining element in our own natures, which only becomes evident and 
HcUva under certain clrcumstauce:!. aud which Lb capable of revealing 
Sie/Hhire with more or leas cxactitiide just as tho mind can recall the 
jaut. For pait and fiilHFf lire but different forms of our own snbjec- 
ttre intnitinn of time, and because tliii inlemal intuition represents no 
figure wc seek to lupply the defect by an analogy. For dme esisU 
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_oice(i to treat of this subject, now consiileiin 
how lately tbat demon Lapp befooled ye alL Antl I shall 
gire yon many signs, whereby in future a prophet of God may 
be distinguished from a prophet of the devil. Ist, Satan's 
propheta are not conscious of what they utter, but God's 
prophets are always perfectly conscious, both of the mspira- 
1 they receive and the rereiations they make known. 
For as the Laplander grew frenzied, and foamed at the 
iponth, so it has been with ali false prophela from the 
(wginning. Even the blind heathen called prophesying 
tnttm'a, or, the wisdom of madness. The secret of pro- 
dncing this maduess was known to them; sometimes it 
was by the use of roots or aromatic herbs, or by eshak- 
tioQB, as in the case of the Pythoness, whose incoherent 
utterances were written by the priests of Apollo, for when 
the fit was over, all remembrance of what she had prophesied 

}o. In the Bible we find all false propheta . 
described as frenzied. In Isaiah, xliv. 25 — " God makeili ' 
the diviners mad." In Ezekiel xiii. 3 — " Wo to the foolish, 
Hosea is, 7 — "The prophet is a fool, tha 
an is mad." And Isaiah xxviii, 7 — explaii 
tally how this madness was produced. 
Namely, by wine and tho strong drink Selca-;* further 

ailhout us; it ia not aomatliing wliich eubsiats of itacll, 
it Is the form oaly nf Dnr inlemol aense. 

modes of Bnplmiiing tha phenomonu present, I know, 
iltJBa; IhB Utter especially. However, tlia ptntheleUdl 
n of the Hegoliaa schnol adapted by Kitaei, Kluge, Wlrtb, 
isea mu still less. I even prefer that of Jung-StiUiD^ 
-but at all events one thing ia certain, the^cd are there; ' 
ce, stupidity, and obstinaey can deny Iheoi, tb 
subject of speculaduD, iluubt, and dilBvolty. It Is 
□ductioti of faots. SB in natural phUotiophy, thntwo con ever hope 
nve dt lim knowledge uf a goncml law. Tho onmn of all creation 
:a, dieiefore while we invratlgatc bo aentely all other creatnrea^ 
i not sluinlc back from tha cCcange and anknowu depths of out i 
nature, which magnetism has opened to us. I 

doubtful of what this drink was composed. Hieninymiu 
Ezra imagine that it was of the nature gf strong b«er, 
ibly it resembled iJie potion with which tlui uiTnlety-men amnngM 
ges of the preaeut day produce this divining fren<y. VfltioA 
nse thronghout Tartflry, Siberia, Amcrisa, mA. Miv»-, -w 
M nsage had descended to them from one our 
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example of thi^ madni^ss are givon in the Bible, as S^H 
when under the intlucnco of tbe evil spirit, flan;; his ^^^| 
at the imiDccnt Dnvirt. And the four hnndred anfi^^H 
prophets of Baal, who leaped upon the altar, and »crei^^^| 
and cat themselves with knives and lancets nntil the ^^H 
flowed. And the miuden with the epirit of divination, ^IH 
met Paul in the elreeta of Philippi, with many othei-s. 

But all this ia on abomination in the sight of God. For 
as the Lord came not to hia prophet Elijah, in the strong 
wmd, nor in the earthqnake, nor in the fire, but in the siM , 
amall voIcb, so does he evidence himself in all hia prophets; , 
and we fin^ no record in Scripture, either of their madness, 
or of their having forgotten the oraclca they nttcred, like J 
the Pythoness and others mapired by Satan.* Further, joam 
may observe that the false prophets can always prophesy whufl 
they choose, Satan is ever willing to come when they eiotJ 
cise him; hut the trao prophets of God are but instmnieilitl 
In the hand of the Lord, and can only speak when Wf-l 
chooses the spirit to enter into them. So wo find thonJ 
saying invariably: " This ia the word which came unto m^^fl 
or " This is the word which the Lord spaka unto ni8.^j 
For the Lord is too high and holy to come at the bidding! 
of a creature, or obey the summons of hia will. St. Peterl 
confivma thfe, 2 Pet. i. 21, that no prophecy'ever cama I 
at tbe will of man. ' 

Agwn, the fabe prophets were persons of known infamous , 
character, and ui thia differed from the prophets of God, , 
who were always rlghteoas men in word and deed. Dio- i 
donis informs us of tho condact of the Pythoness and the ' 
priests of Apollo, and also that all oractcs were bought 
with gold, and the answer depended on the weight of the 

It ia ireli knovra, made frequent oae of potinns, bqiI 09 all soninambullita 
assert that the Beat of the eoul'a greatest activity ia in the slomadi, it 
ia not iDcredible what Von HulmOQt relates, that liavin^ once taated 
tlie met napetlia his iiitelleEt all at once, BccompaDitd hy an unnaual 
feeling of ccBtasf, seemed to reroDre from liii brain to his stomacli, ' 

* It ia well known ttiat somnanibulistB never rememtHir, upon thoiF 
remveiy, wint they havo uttered diirmg the criaia. Theruroni 
Jibenumena of tliia clsAs appea l to MoPfe in gom» Bdng g, to that of the 
fivining frenzy, though ia afll^^HMl|H^|^IB category of [hu 
dhhiiiig hfp, 
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ick. As EzeUii:! notice?, xui. 19 — aud AlicaU i 
Kortlicrt the holy prophets Euffercd all muinei of persecn- 

1 for tho sake of God, an Daniel, Elias, Micah, y 
femaJQed faithful, witli bat one esceptioD, and wero 
r punished if they fell into crime, and the gift of 
y taken from them; for God cannot 
filed temple, but Satan can dwell in no other. 

) Satan's prophets speak oolj of temporal thbga,! 

,t Ciod'a people of spiritoal things. Tho benthen oracles, 

r instance, never foretold any events bat those concciiiiag 

ar, or what men desire in riches, health, or 

Epdvancement-, in short, temporal matters alone. Whei'cas, 

; God's people, in addition to tempoiiil concerns, preached 

repentanco and holiness to the Jewish people, and the 

coming of Christ's kingdom, in whom all nations should be 

blessed. For as the soul is sapcrior to the body, so aTB- 

^d's prophets superior to those of the Prince of tl' 

And m conclnsion, observe that Satan's seers abounded' 
irith lies, as all heathen history testifies, or their oraclea 
) capable of such different intei'pretations, that they 
a a subject of mockery and oontempt to the wise 
unongst the ancient phUosopbera. But be not surprised 
f they sometimes spoke truth, as the Lapland wizard has 
lone, for the dovll's power is superior to man's, and ha 
e events which, though close at hand, are yet hidden 
fivm ns, as a father can foretell an apjiroachiug storm, 
though his little son cannot do so, and therefore lookj apo9 
'a father's wisdom as superuatoraL'' ISut the devil 
not the power to see into futurity, nor even the ange 
God, only- God himself. 

The prophets of God, on tho contrary, ore given power 
by Him to look through all time nt a glance, as if it were 
bot a moment, for a thousand years to him are but as a 
watch of the night, and therefore, they all from 
beginning testified of the Saviour that was to come, ( 
rejoiced m hb day as if they really beheld Him, and 
stood together as brothei-s in one place, and at tho «ni 

* The aomnnmbulisla also can prophtay uC iliusi «bo*>» -hN*™' 

■or at bmid, l>ut nm-cr of llio dialunt, ' 
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timo in bis Uesscd presence ; bot what uuauimity and 
feeling has ever beeu observed by the seer^ uf Satan, wbdl 
lliG coatradictioDs Amongst their ornclcs were notoiione to 
every one? 

Aud as tbo eyes of all ilic holy prophets centred npoa 
Christ, BO the eyes of the greatest of all prophets penetraiod 
the farthest depths of futurity. Not only his own life, stiffisr- 
ingB, death, and rcaarrection, wire foretold liy him, bat tha 
end of the Jewish kiogdom, the dispersion of their I'&ee, tha 
rise of his church liom the grain, of miistard-seed to tbq 
wide world-apreadiug tree; and all has been fnlhlled. Bt 
assured, therefore, that this ctet-nal glory, which he promlasd 
to thoBO who tnist in him, will be fuliiiled likewise, trbat 
he comes to jndgo aM Datiooa. So, my worthy LMt. 
Ulrich, cease to weep for your spouse who sleeps ' 
for a greater prophet than the Lapland wizard has said-—-. 
" I am tha reHorrectioa and the life, whosoever belitveth ii 
me shall never die* 

OHAPTER VIII. 

HOW SIDOKIA KIDES UPOS TEE PET STAG, AND IVIUT KVO 
CONSE(iUEKCEfl ilESULT THEBEFnOM. 

■Whem the discoureo had ended, hor Grace retired to ii(t 
apartment and Ulriuh to his, for it was their custoni, as I 
have said, to sleep after dinner. Doctor Gerschovius reCnme^ 

* la adilitinn to the foregoing ilialiiH 
the boly prophets, I may add the fbUavrlng — tlinC almoat nil UiB 
tlivinera amonBat the healben tvera aaineH. For iaataiipc, Cossandn, 
tha Pytltia in Delphi, Triton and FotiatliJBa In Dodnnm the Sybil*, 
tha Telledii of Tacitus, Ilia Mjuidrngorasi, aiid I)nii(li]SBea, tlw 
tvitclusof UierdbrmatJonnge! und in finu, ibe nmlerii aomnamliulDB htb 
oil women loo. But throutfbout Ihe nbole Dibk «f (Ind tliat the pro- 
plietic pcnmr nas oxclimvely eaiiferrcd upon men. witbtno exccptiom; 
namely, Deborah, Jndgea Iv. i. and IlMn, i t_'hron. ss_xiv. i'i — fbr 
there la DO evidance ttiat Uiriaiii h;i(l .1 nwr sjiirit, she iviia probohly 
only God-inspired, Iboiigh cJin^i'il nnLdrTii,- -i-in-iii irvm, propbot. We 
find, indeed, that waenai inn. ' ..Mniiig women wbo 

prophesy out of their owri h: : : m> amongst tiiB 

peapleof Godlhsnvelatiuii > lUi nw, aoiongtt 

Iho heathen to lusniM, or il n ■■ ilicra pogan rites, 

It is only as assisWuta ami inturmr -..•^■.i:". im,; als, melsls, roots, 

i^Divii 



SIOONIA THE SCGCEllES; 

c joung Pi'inco (IcHCended 
lus lute. Now was a. fine time for t)io young kuights, for 
they had been sadly distui-beil ia tbeir carouse bj that 
godly prophesying of the_ doctor's, aud they now returned 
quarter to fiuisb it, headed by the old Treasurer 
Then a raerry nproar of laughbg, singiitg, and 
ig commenced, and as the door ky wide open aa ueual, 
lieard all from her chamiier; so stepping out gently 
with a piece of broad in her hand, she tripped along the 
conidor past their door. Ko soouer was she pei'ceived than 
a loud storm of cheera greeted her, which she returned with 
Bmilea and bows, and then danced down the itcpa to the 
court-yard, Several rose op to pursue her, amongst whon^ 
Wedig and Appelmann were the inost eager. 1 

But they were too late, and saw nothiug but the tful Up 
her dress, as ehe flew ivund the comer into the second coiut. 
Jnst then an old lanndress, bringing linen to the castle fbr 
her Highness, passed by, and told the young men that the 
yoQDg kdy iiad been feeding the tame stag with bread, and 
, jnm^ied on its back while abe held the horus, and that 
animal had immediately galloped oif like lightning into the 
id court; so that the young knights and £r|uires rushed 
after her, fearing that some accident might happen, 
presently they heard her Eei*eatn tivice. Appehnaun 
the first to reach the outer court, and there beheld 
Sidonia in a sad condition, for the stag had flung her 
Fortunately it wils on a heap of soft clay, and thero- 
lay in a dead faint. 

3ad the stag thrown her bcC a few steps further, n^ 
manger for the knights' boi'ses, she must have but 
ed. But Satau had not yet done with her, and, there-' 
3, DO doubt prepoied this eofl pillow for her head. 
'^V^heD Appelmum saw that she was quite iusenaihle, 
~ down and kissed first her tittle feet, then her white 
und at last her lips, while she lay at tbo time as etUl 
3, poor thing. Just then Wcdig came up in a great 
; for the castelhin's sou, who was playing ball, had 
the boll right between his legs, out of tricks, 
^nnuing by, and nearly threw him duwn, 

' hold of llie urchin by liia thick. iia\( 
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CS SIMNIA Tira SOItCKRESS. 

for all llio young kuiglita were Ungbing at his discomiituro, 
tnt the boy bit him ia the hip, aud then spi'SDg into his 
father's haasc, and shnt the door. How little do wo know 
what will happen! Tt was this bite which cauaeil Wedig'g 
lamentable death a littlo aftci-. 

But if ho was angry hcfoi-e, what was his rago now, what 
he beheld the equeny, Appeltaann, kiaaing the insensibls 
maiden. 

"How now, peaaont," lie cried, " what meuus this bold- 
ness? Uow dare tliig tailor's aon treat a castle and land- i 
dowered maiden ia snch a way? Arc noble laxJiea mads ] 
for hia kisses?" And he draws his poignard to niah upon 
Appeliaann,who draws fortlibia in retiirn, and now asaaredlj 
thero wonld have been murder done, if Sidouia had not jnrt 
then opened ber eyea, and starting np ui amazement prayed 
them for her sake to keep quiet. She had been qtiif« io- 
fien^ble,andkuewuothing at all of what had happened. Xfafr 
old treosnrer, with the other yonng knighta, came up noii(i 
and strove to make peace between tlie two rivals, holiiipai 
them apart by force; but nothiag could catm the jettlon^ 
Wedig, who still ciied, " Let me avenge Sidonial — let mfl 
avenge Sidonial" So that Pnnce Ernest, iieariog the ttimiiU; 
in the garden, ran. with his late in his hand to see what lm£ 
happened. When they told him, he grew as pale as a coipae. 
that such an indignity shonld have been ofiei'ed to Sidoma, 
and reprimanded hia eqnerry severely, but prayed that aQ 
wonld keep quiet now, as otherwise the Ducliess and the 
Lord Cliamberlain would certainly be awakened out of thelt 
after-dinner sleep, and then what an afternoon they wonld 
all have. This calmed every one, except the jealons Wedig, 
who, having drunk deeply, cried out etill louder than before, 
" Let me go, I will give my life for the beantifnl Sidonia. 
I will avenge the insolence of thia peasant knave I" 

^Vhen Sidonia observed all this, she felt quite certabi 
that a terrible storm was brewing for all of them, and so she 
ran to shelter herself through the first open door that came 
in her way, and up into the second corridor; bnt further 
adventures awaited her hero, for not being acquainted with 
this part of the castle, alio ran direct into an old lumber- 
room where she fonnil, to "^!ttt BUrpr' 



S[IX>ttlA THE SDItCEBLSS. 

dresswl in rusty iirmonr, and wearing a lielmct witli a 
pent crest tipoa his head. This waB Hans von Maiinlzky, 
whose braia Sidonia had tnrnod by reading the Amadis with 
hini in the castle-gardens, and as she had often sighed, and 
aaid that she, too, could hare loved tho serpent knight, tho ■ 
poor love- stricken Haua, taking tJiis for a favonrable sigDj ^M 
determined to disguise himself as described in the romanoflj M 
»ud ihns aeonre her love. 1 

So when her beantiful face appeared at the door, Hans 
screamed for joy, like a yonng calf, end ^ing on one knee, 
exclaimed — " Adored princess, year serpent knight is hero 
to claim joor love, and tender his hand to yon in betrothal, 
o other wife do I desire bat thee, and if the Princess 
Rosaliana herself were iiero to offer me her love, I would 
strike her on tho face," 

Sidonia was rather thanderstmck, as one may snppose^— 
and retreated a few steps, saying, " Stand np, dear youtlu 
what ails you?" 

" So I am dear to yon," he cried, still kneeling; ' 
, then really deai- to you, adored priucesa? Ah I I hopo ti 
b« yet deai'er when I make yoa my spouse." 

Sidonia bad not foreseen this termination to their , 

mnance reading, but she suppressed her laaghtcr, i 

b6riag how she had lost her lover Uckermann by shewing I 
Boorn; so she drew herself up with dignity, and said, with' * 
as grave a face as a chief mourner — 

" If yoa will not rise, sir knight, I must complwa to he?J 
fiighness; for I cannot bo your spouse, seeing that I bav^ 
fesolred never to marrj-." (jiLI how willingly, how wilj 
lingly yon would have taken, any husband half a year after.)"! 
"Bnt if you will do mo a service, bravo knight, run in- ' 
^tantly to the eonrt, where Wedig and Appelmaon are gobg 
to murder each other, and separate them, or my gracious 
tady and old Ulrich will awake, and then wo shall all bo 
pmiished." 

The poor fool jampcd np instantly, and exclaiming — 
•'Death for my adored princessl" be sprung down the 
Itepa, though ratliei' awkwardly, not being accustomed to 
fee greaves; and rushing into the middla o? *.\ift wij'w^ 
piith his viaor down, and the draYin a-«<jv4'ii» V^ii^sa^^'^^ 



began making pusses at every one that, cntne in hia wa,y, 
crying, "Demh for my adorw! princoasi Long li- 
tMAntifnl Sidonini Knavas, havo doua with yonr brawling, 
or I Bhnll lay yoa ail dca<l at my fucU" 

At first every one stnck up doee by the wall when they 
saw the madman, to get ont of reach of liia sword, which he 
kept whirling abont his liead; bat as soon as he was 
recogaised by his voice, Wedig called out to him — 

"Help, bi-other, help! Will yon anifer that this peasant 
boor Appeimann, shonld kiss the noble Sidonia, as aha lay 
there faint and insensible? Yet I saw him do this. 
So help me, relieve mo, that I may brand this low-bom 
knave for hia daring." 

"What? My adored prlnceasl" exclaimed the scrpeui 
knight. "-This valet, this groom dared to kiss Iter? and I 
woald think myaolf blessed but to touch her shoe-tie;" and 
he felt fnriously Bpoa Appelmoun. 

The uproar was now so great that it might havo aronaei 
the Dncboss and Ulrich even from their last sleep, had thqp 
been in the caetic. 

But, fortnnalely, Bome time before the riot bpgan, boiil; 
had gone ont by the little private gate, tb attend afteraoo» 
service at St. Peter's Chnrch, in the town. For the ar^ 
deaflon was sick, and Doctor GerschoyiDS was obliged tv 
take his place there. No one, therefore, was left in th^ 
castle to give onlcrs or hold command; even the castellaa 
had gone to hear service, and no one minded PrineSi 
Ernest he was eo yonng, besides being nader tntelage, 
and aa to old ZitaawitK, he was as bad as tho worst of them 
himself. 

The Prince threatened to have the casllo bells rung if 
they were not quiet; and the uproar h.id indeed partially 
aalieided, just at the moment the serpent kulght ft'll upon 
Appelmann. The Prince then ordered his e(iueny to leave 
the plane instantly, under pain of his sovero tliaploasuro, for 
he saw that both had drank rather deeply. 

So Appelmann tnmed to depii't as the Prince opm- 
ided, bnt Wedig, who had been relieved by Hans the 
serpent, sprung after him wJtli hia dagger, limping though, 
for the bite in his !iip mnda bwjy y. Appeh 



'tiirongh iho- littlo water-gate and over tho bridge, tha 
lOttier pursued liira; and Appclinann, sccmg tbat he wa? 
'ng with rage, jumped over the rals into a boat. 
tVetlig atlcirpled to do tlie same, but being stiff from the 
fiitCi miased the boat, and cacio dowa plump into the 
vatcr. 

Aa be conld not awim, the enrrent carried him rapidly 
down the atreain, beforo tba otbars had time to come up; 
lut he wna still conHcioiia, and culled to liana: " Comrade, 
are mel" So Unns, forgetting bid beayj cuiraas, plunged 
n direct!}', and soon reached the drowning man. Wedig, 
lowever, in bis death- struggles, seieed hold of him with such 
DrcD that they both instantly disappeared. Then every 
pno Bprang to the boats to try and tava thora ; but being 
Sunday tha boats were all moored, so that by the time they 
were unfastened it was too iatc, and the two nofortuoate 
ynmig men had sunk for over. 

What calamities may be cinecd by the levity and self- 
iriU of 3 beautiful woman] From the timo of Holen of - 
Troy up to the present moment, the world has known thiB 
irell; bnt, alas! this was but the begiunlng of that tragedy 
rhich Sidonia played in Pomcrania, ns that otlicr wanton 
lid in Phrj'gia. 

i«t ua hear the conclusion, howevej-. Prince Ernest 
Nw being truly alarmed, despatched a, messenger to the 
lifibtiTCti for her Highness; but as Doctor Gerschovius bad 
Bot yet ended his exordium, her Grace would by no mcaiw 
Im diainrbed, and desired the messenger to go to Ulrlch, whs> 
no sooner heard the tidings than he mshed down to thq 
water-gate. 

L There bo found a great crowd assembled, all eagerly 
uiylng, witli poles and iiooka, to liah out the bodies of the 
BWQ yonng men; and one fellow even had tied a piece of 
Kmriey bread to a rope, and flung it into the water; as tho ■ 
WDperstition goes tbat it will follow a corpse in the sti-eam, 
Kad point to whore it lies. And the women and cbildrea 
Hrore weeping and lamenting oo ttia bridge; but the old 
Bnight pushed them nil aside with bis elbovcs. and cried: — 
■"Thousand derilsl what are yc nil at here?" 
H Eveiy one was silent, for the yoang men Wi a.%teRSi. %sr^ 



EIDOHIA THE SOBCECESS. 

W betray Sldouia; tUon Ulrioh asked the Priuce, who re- 
plied, that Marintilty. hariug put on some old armour to 
IVighlcu tlio others, as be believed, they pursued him in fun 
over tho bridge, and lie and anothei- fell over into the water. 
This wns nil ho know of tho matter, for he was playing on 
tiio Into in the gunlcu when the tumult began. 

"Thoiwand ilevibi" cries Uhich; "I cannot torn my 
back a moment but there must be n riot amongst the young 
fellows. Listen I young lord — whcu it comes to yonr tutu 
to rule land and people, I counsel you send all the yonne 
ftllows to tho devil. Away with them 1 they are a vain and 
disflolato crew. Got up tho bodies, if you can; bat, for my 
part, 1 would care little if a few more were baptized in Qm 
aume way. SpeakI some of yon: who commenced tlus 
tavern broil? Spcakl I must have an answer," 

This adjuration had its effect, for a man answered, — *■ 
" Sidouia made tho yonng men mad, and bo it all happened." 
It waa her own consin, Marcos liork, who spoke, for wlndtl 
reason Sidonia never could euduro him afterwards, anij 
finally destroyed him, as shall be related in duo time. ~ 

When Ulrich found that Sidonia was the cause of all, hfl- 
raged with fury, and commanded them to tell him aU. 
When Marcus had related the whole affair, he swore by the 
Eovaii thousand devils that ho would make her remember it, . 
and that he would instantly go np to her chamber. 

But Prince Ernest stepped before him, saying — "Lord i 
Ulrich, I have made yon a promise — jou must now maka 
one to me: it is to leave this maiden in x^ace; she is not 
to blame for what has happened." Bnt Ulrich would not 
listen to him. 

" Then I withdraw my promise," said tho rrince. " Now 
act as you think proper." 

"Thousand dovilsl she had better give up that game," 
exclaimed Ulrick. However, he consented to leave her un- 
distnibod, and departed with vehement imprecations on her 
head, just aa tho Duchess returned from church, and vas 
aeon advancing towards the crowd. 
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aow siroNiA, makes the toong pbince break liia word- 
iretf, now claka von DEWiTii m vain tries to turn h 

FHOM HER EVIL WATS. 

It may bo easily conjectnred what n passion her Grace fell 
iota, when the whole story was made loiow a to her, and how 
i^B stormed agninat Sidooiii. At I»st she entered the caatle, 
bat Prince Kmest, riglitty suspecting her object, dipped up 
to the corridor, and met her just as she had reached Sido- 
cbamber. Hero he tooJc her hand, Idssed it, and 
prayed her not to disgrace the young maiden, for that she 
was hinocent of all the evil that had happened. 

But she poshed him away, exclaiming — "Thon diso- 
bedient son, have I not heard of thy gallantries with this 
gill, whom Satan himself has sent into my royal honse? 
Shame on thecl One of thy noblo station to tiiio the part i 
of a murderess!" ■ 

"But yon have judged harshly, my mother. I novo/B 
ide love to the maiden. Leave her in peace, and do not \ 
make matters worse, or all the young nobles will fight to the 
death for her." 

Ay, and thon, witieaa hoy, the first of all. Oh! that 
my beloved spouse, Philippus Primus, conld rise from his 
grave — what would he say to hia lost son, who, like the , 
{nvdigal in Scripture, loves strange women and keeps ci 
paiiy with brawlersl" (Weepiug.) 

Who has said that I am a lost son?" 
Doctor Gerachoviaa and Dlrlch both say it." 
Then I shall run the priest through tho body, and chnl- 
Jengo the knight to mortal combat, unless tbcy both retract 
heir words." 

"Nol stay, ray son," said tho Dnchess; "I must have 
Distakeri what they said. Stay, I command yon I" 

"Never I Unless Sidonia be left in peace, anch deeds will i 
>e done to-diy, that all Pomerania wiil rin^-wWV vV^to-VST 
■ear?." 



Id simtt, the cud of tiie controvert ; was, liial the Duches 
U iMt promis*<l to leave Siiloob unmolestoil; ami then re- 
tired to bcr chamlwr much distarbed. nhere she was s 
heard eioging the 109th psalra. with a loud voice, accom- 
panied by the little apindle clock. 

Sidonin, who jtob hiding in bcr room, soon heard of bH 
that had liappened through the Dacbess' mnid, whom s 
ktpt ia pay;— inileeil all the sei-vanls were her sworn frieitds, 
in conseriucnce of the liberal largess she gfiTs ihein. and 
cvDu tbo yoitng lords and knights wei-o more disU'octeiily in 
love with her than ever after the occnrreaces of the day, f« 
her cnnntRg turned everything to profit. 

So next morning, having heard that Prince Ernest wu ] 
going to Eldena to receive the dues, she watched for him, pro- I 
bably through the key-hole, knowing ho must pass bcr dooc. I 
Accordingly, just as be went by, she opened it, andpreaente(|'l 
herself to hia eyes dressed in nonsual elegance and coqoetg 
and wowing a abort robo which showed her pretty liui] 
sandals. Tiio prince, when ho saw the short robo, and (J 
she looked eo beautiful, blushed and pn^sed on quicli. 
turning away his licnd, for be remembered tlio promise 
hnd given to Ulrich, and was afrnid to ti-ust himself naS 
her. 

But Sidonia stepped before him, and flinging herself ^ 
his foot, begun to weep, murmnring, " Gracious Prince nm. 
Lord, accept my gratitude, for jon alone have aarod me, i 
{loor youug maiden, from destruction." 

'■ Stand up, dear lady, stand np." 

"Never until ray tears fall npon your feet." And thea I 
eh« kissed his yolbw silk hose ardently, conlinoiog, "Wbat { 
would have become of me, a helpless forlorn orplian, with- 
OTt j-our protection 1" 

Hero tlio young princo could no longer restrain his erao- j 
tioui if ho had pledged his word to tho whole world, eveo- 
to the fnM. fiod himself, he mnst have broken it. So ba 

TiiBMl ha up ""'l ^^'^'^ ''®''' "'''■'^'^ ^^° '^'*^ ""' '■^*'^'' ""'y 

n^bcl " Ahl if any one saw us now, we would both bia t 

V^~ g,^ ihia din not restrain liirn, and be kissed hef | 
-«B<h vA ioin. Mfl ItreM«' ""^ "> '''^ heart, when sha II 
^^.aj^nimoTOUTOi scarcely Bi.dil.ly, -Oh! why do I ■ 



loTO yoa Eol Loaro mc, toy Lord, leare me; I un miser- 
^le enough." 

" Do yon then love me, Sidonia? Oh! let me bur jroa 
r it once more. Von lovo mc, cnchnntbg Sidrau*!" 
"Alas!" she whimpered, while bcr whole fnutio trembled^ 
Hnliat have I foollshhr siJd? Obi I am so onhappj'," 
"Sidonial tell mo once agnin yoD love me. I cannc 
E£t my happiness, for yon aro even more gracioDii with' 
le yonng nobles than with mo, anil often have you mar- 
jCjTed my heart with jealonsy." 

I am eonrteoos to them all. for so my lather 
liinght me, and said, it waa safer for a maiileu 
bnt— " 

"But what? Speak on." 

" AIhs I" and here the covered bor face with her hondtj 
bnt Prince Ernest pressed her to his heart, nnd kissed ben. 
tfklBg her again if sbo really loved him? And she 
nnred a faiut — "yes;" then as if the shame of such a con- 
a had killed her, ahe tore herself from bis arms, and 
iprang into her ciiambor. So the yonn^ Frinca pursned 
'fl way to Elilena, but took so little hoed about the dnoa|i 
hat Ulrioh shook his head orer the receipts for half 
iler. 
When mid-day came, and the band atrnck np for dinni 
idonia was prepared for a similar scene with the younj 
Digbtii, and, as she passed along the corridor, she gai 
lem ber white hand to kiss, glittei'ing with di 
thanking them all for not having betrayed ber, and prayinj; 
fcfaem to keep ber adll in their favour, whereat they ware lUl 
with ecstasy; bnt old Zitsewitz, not aontent; with her 
, entreated for a kiss on her sweet ruby lips, which sbQ 
granted, to the cage and jealousy of all the others, while ' 
cclaimed, " Oh, Sidonia, tbon canst torn even an old m 
iWufooll" 

And his words camo true ; for, in the evening, a dispute 

"Ofle aa to which of them Sidonia liked best, seeing that 

ho uttered the same sweet things to all; and to settle it, 

of them, along with the old fool, Zitsewitz, went to 

aiit'a room, and each in tnm asked her haod.«iTOaJi- 

but she gave them all the same aia'wKt,— 'iosA & 
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had no i<!o.i then of marriage, she was bnt a, yoiiag siUj 
crcaturo, atiil would not kuow her owa mind lor ten yam 

Ooe good resnltec! from Sidouk's ride npon the stag; her 
promenades were forbidden, and she was resli'ictcd faeoce- 
ibrth entirely to the women's quarter of the castle. Bet 
Grace and eho had frequent altercations, but with Clara si 
kept upon good terms, as the maiilen was of 60 oxcellent 
and mild a disposition. 

Thia peace, however, waa destined soon to bo broken; 
for, though her Grace waa eilent in the presence of Sidonia, 
yet ehe never ceased complaining in private to the miuda of 
honour, of this artful wench, who had dared to throw hn 
eyes upon Prince Ernest So at length they asked, why her 
Highness did not dismiss the girl from her service. 

"That must bo done," she i-eplied, "and without deh^'. 
For that purpose, indeed, I have mitten to Dufeo Barain^, 
and also to the father of the girl, at Strahmchl, acqnaintifl* 
them, with my intention." 

Clara now gently remonstrated, saying that a little Chri*!'. 
tian iastmction might yet do mnch for the poor young siitt,^ 
nor, and that if she did not become good and vhtuous undef 
the care of hor Grace, where else conld she hope to have bet'. 



" i have tried all Christian mean; 
in vaia. The ears of the wicked a 
God." 

"Bnt let her Grace recollect that thia poor sinner wb»- 
endowod with ejttraorilinary beauty, and therefore it waa iio 
fatdt of hers if the yonng men all grew deranged for love of 
her." 

Here a violent tnmnlt, and mnch scomfal laughing, arose 
amongst the other maids of honour; and one Anna Lepels 
exchumed — " I cannot imagine in what Sidonia's wonderfnl 
beauty consbts. When she flatters the young men, and 
makes free with them as they are passing to dinner, what 
marvel if they all run after her? Any girl might have aa 
many lovers, if she chose to adopt such manoerd." 

Clai'a made no reply, hut, turning to her Grace, said with 
her permission she would leave her spinning for a wliUe, 



to visit Siilouin In licr room, who pei'Iiaps would hcarkca 
to lior advice, aa sha mcfiut kiudly to her. 

"Yon may go," said her Grace; "but what do yon 

an to do? I tell yon advice ia thrown away oa ber." 

_"Then I will threatea her with the catecbiBin of Doctor 

GerachoviuB, which she most repeat on Sanday, for I know 

that she is greatly afraid of that and the clergyman." 

"And you think you will frigbtea her into giving up 
nnming alter the yonng men?" 

"Oh, yes, if I tell hei- that she will be publicly repri- 
manded unless she can say it periectly." 

So her Grace allowed her to depai't, bat with something 
of a weak faith. 

Although Sidonia had absented herself ftoni the spinning, 
n the pretest of learniug the catechism qaietly in her own 
r, yet, when Clai'a entered, no one was there except the 
I, who s.tt apoa tho Uoor at her worL Hhe knew no- 
g aboat the young lady, hut as she heard a great deal 
^if laughter and merriment in the court beneath, it was likely 
■iidonia was not fai' oflr. On stepping to the wiudow, Clara 
d beheld Sidonia. 
In the middle of the court was a large horse-pond built 
d with stones, to which the water was conducted by 
netid pipes ccmmanicating \vith tho river Peene. In the 
niddle of the pond was a sraall island, upon which a bear 
ras kept chained. A pknk was now thrown across the 
toad to the islaad; npon this Sidonia was standing feeding 
the bear with bread, which Appelmafln, who stood ■ 
£rBt dipped into a can of syrup, and several of the yooD] 
Bqoires stood round thent hiughing and jesting. 

The idle young pages were wont to take gi'eat delight 
Bhooting at the bear with blunt arrows, aud when it growled 
i snarled, then they would calm it again by throwing over 
» of bread steeped in honey or syrnp. So Sidonia, 
Vsiting to see the fun, had got npon the plank ready to give 
" e bread jnst as the bear had got to the highest pitch of 
'm, when he woald suddenly change his growling Into 
r sort of speech after his fashion. All this araosed 
mightily, and she laaglicd and clapv^ lw\ 
h delight. 
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Wlien the modest Clara beheld all this, and how Sidonia 
danced up and down on the plank, while the water splashed 
over her robe, she called to her — " Dear Lady Sidonia, come 
hither: I have somewhat to tell thee." Bat she answond 
tartly — "Dear Lady Clara, keep it then; I am too jonng 
to be told everything." And she danced np and down ct 
the plank as before. 

After many vain entreaties, Clara had at lengfih to de- 
scend and seize the wild bird by the ^ving — I mean thereby 
the aim — and carry her off to the castle. The yonng mea 
would have followed, but they were engaged to attend his 
Highness on a fishing excursion that afternoon, and were 
obliged to go and see after then* nets and tackle. So the 
two maidens could walk up and down the corridor nndia- 
turbed; and Clara asked if she had yet learned the cate- 
chism. 

Ilia. — "No; I have no wish to learn it." 

Usee. — "But if the priest has to reprimand you publklj 
from the pulpit?" 

lUa. — " I counsel him not to do it." 

Hajc — "AVhy, what would you do to him?" 

Ilia.—" He will find that out." 

Haec. — " Dear Sidonia, I wish you well ; and thcreibre^ 
let me tell you that not only the priest, but our graelou 
Lady, and all the noble maidens of the court, are sad and 
displeased that you should make so free with the young men, 
and entice them to follow you, as I have seen but too often 
myself. Do it not, dear Sidonia! I mean well by you; — 
do it not. It will injure your reputation." 

Ilia "Ilal you are jealous now, you little pious house- 
sparrow, that the young men do not run after yon too. How 
can I help it?" 

Hajc.' — "Every maiden can help it; were she as beautifal 
as could be seen she can help it. Leave off, Sidonia, or evil 
will come of it, particularly as her Grace has heaixi that you 
are seeking to entice our young lord the Prince. See, I tell 
you the pure truth, that it may turn you from yom* Kght 
courses. Tell me, what can you mean by it? — ^for when 
noble youths demand your hand in marriage, you reject 
them, and say you never mean to many. Can you think 



at 001' giacioas Prince, a. son of I'omQrauIa, will Diako U 
) duchess? Tbou who art oaly a. commoa nolilem tin's ' 
[aoghter." 
iBa. — "A cominon nobloraaa'a daughter! — that i 

t girl. Yon are common enongli and lOW 
loagb, I WBiTant; but my blood is as old as that of tlia 
hikes of Pomerania, and besides, I am a oastle and land- 
lowered maiden. But wbo are you? who are you? Your 
wefathers were hunted out of Mecklenburg, and only got 
botiDg here in Pomerania cut of tharity." 

Htec — " Do not be angry, dear lady, you say trae; yot 
I mnst adii that my forebeiU'ere wei-e once Connla in Meck- 
fenbuTg, and, from thai' loyalty to the Dukea of Pomerania, 
were given poaseaaions heiw iu Dabcr, where they have been 
Jords of caetloa and lands fbr two hundred and fifty yeara. 
Yet I will confess that yonr race is nubler than mine; but, i 
J- child, I make no buast of my ancestry, nor is it fitting, J 
It cither of B3 to do so. The riglit i-oyal Pi'ince, who ts< I 
^ivou as an example and model to us all — who is lord, not 
IfvCT castle and land, but of the heavens and the oarth — the 
S^TioDr, Jesus Chi'ist — lie took no account of his anna or 
s ancestry, though the whole stany universe was his ban- 
)ter- He was as humble to the little child as to the learned _ 
lectors in the temple — -to the chiefs among the people, a 
^^le trembling sinner and the blind beggar Bartimaius. 

I take, then, this Piince for our example, aud miad o 
h long what he says—' Come nnto me, and leam of n 
ibr I am meek and lowly of heai't* AYUl you not ieam 
Um, dear lady ? I ■"■ill, if God give me grace." 

And she extended her hand to Sidonia, who dashed i! 
way, crying: "Stnft'I nonsenael you have learned all tl ' 
.waddle from the pinest, who I know is nephew to III 
tiaker in Dabcr, and therefore hates any one whg i 

Clara was about to reply mildly, but they happened now 
O be standing close to the public light of steps, and a peo- 
tat girl nm np when she saw them, and flnng herself at 
S«M'a feet, entreating the young kdy to save her, for she 
■d rnn away from Daber, where tUuy wttt l5fftB% Vi Nva-'ro. 
ST as a witch. The pious Clara recoftail m Vorcw, ■««^ 
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ilosiriitg her to rise, said: "Art tliou Anno Woldc, fioiue- 
limo keeper of the swino to my fathiir? How fares it wilh 
my dearest father and my mother?" 

They wei'o well wtien she ran a.way, bnt she Iind beat 
wanderbg now for fonrlaen daj3 oa the ronJ, living uptA) 
roots and wild berries, or what the herds gave Iior out B(f 
their knapsacka for charity. 

Hana — "What crime wast thon siiapected of, ^1, tobaj 
condemned to so terrible a death?" 

nia. — " She had a lover named jUbert, who followed ha;> 
everywhere, but as she would not listen to him he hated her,; 
and pretended that she had ^ven him a love-drink," 

Hero Sidonia langbod aload, and asked if she kaew hoi 
to brew the love-drink? 

IHa, — "Yes; she learned from her elder sister howl 
make it, but had never tried it with any one, and was ] 
fectly innoeont of all they charged me with," 

Here Olara shook her head, and wished to get rid at 
witch -girl; for she thought, truly if Sidonia learaa 
brewing secret she will poison and destroy the whole cat 
ful, and we shall have the devil bodily with us in eonu 
So she poshed away the girt, who atiU clnng to her, woc^ 
and lamenting. Hereupon Sidonia grew quite grave ai 
pious all of a sudden, and said — 

"See the hypocrite alio is! She firsts sets before a 
the example of Chiist, and then treats this poor slniii 
with nothing but ci-oss thorns! Has not Ciirist saiiS^ 
'Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain metcyj' 
bnt only see how this bigot can have Christ on her tougo^' 
but not in her heartl" 

The pious Clara grew quite ashamed at such talk, and rua- 
ing up iho wretch who bad again fallen on her knees, said— • 

"Well, thou mayeet remain; so get thee to my maid, 
and she will give thee food. I shall also write to my 
father for ihy pardon, and meanwhile ask leave from hoi 
Grace to allow thee to remain hero until it aiTives; bnt il 
thon art guilty, I cannot promise thee my protection anj 
longer, and thon wilt be burned here, in place of at Daber." 

So tho witcb-girl was content, and importuned them no 
further. 
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HOTV SIDOSIA WISHED TO LEAHN THE llYSTEnY OF LOVE POTIONS, 
BUT 13 HIHDERED BY CLARA AKD THE TOUNG PRIBCE. 

When Priace Ernest returned home after an absence of 
a days, Sidonia had changed her tactics, for now she 
pever lifted ap her eyes when they met, but passed on 
alnshuig and confused, and iu place of spe^^ing as formerly 
]y sighed. This turned his head completely, and sent 
B blood 30 quickly through his veins, that he fonnd it a 
llsrd matter to conceal hia feelings any longer. For this 
termined to visit '^idonia iu her own room, as 
soon 03 he coalU hit upon a fa^onrabla opportunity; and 
" ' g her then a boantilul lute lolaid with gold and silver, 
which he had parcbaaed for h<.r at Grvpswald. 

Now it hippeued soon after that her Grace and Clara 
vent away one day into the town to purchase a jerkin for 
the little Pimce Casunir, who accompanied them. Sidonia 
yraa immediately informed of their absence, and sought out 
'Cilara's mud without delay, put a piece of gold into her 
'tiand, and said — 

"Send the strange girl from Daber to my room for a few 

■ n&ates; she can perhaps give me soma tidings of my dear 

'ftther and family, for Daber is only a Ettla way from 

Siramehl. But mind," she added; "keep this viat a secret, 

r BB well from her Grace as from }ou n st CI a oth r- 

I wise we shall all be scolded." 

So the maid very willbgl mpl d aad b u ht the 
witch-girl directly to Sidonia s 1 ttl apaitm nt and then 
ran to Clara's room to watch f h tur f h G ace 
^ in time to give notice. 

The witch-girl was quite onl n d d (as h aft rwards 
confessed upon tiio rack) when Sidonia began — 

" Thon knowest, Anne, that my entreaties alone ob- 
tained thee a shelter here, for I pitied thee from the first, 
and from what I heai', it is certain that her Grace means to 
b 'Seal no better with thee than thy judgea at Da\jec, ttiCfi- 
r fijre my advice is— escape if thou caust." 
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Ilia, weeping. — "Where can T go? I shall die of hak- 
gcr, or they will arrest me again as an evil-minded witdi, 
and carry me back to Daber." 

'^ But do not tell them, stupid goose, that thou hast cxm 
from Dabcr.*' 

Ilia ''But what could she say? besides she had nommj 

and so must be lost and ruined for ever." 

" Well, I shall give thee gold enough to get thee throng 
all dangers. I give it, mind, out of pure Christian chsritf, 
but now tell me honestly — canst thou really make a love- 
drink?" 

Ilia, — " Yes ; her sister had taught her." 

" Is the drink of equal power for men and women?" 

Ilia. — " Yes ; without doubt, it would make either mad 
with love." 

'' Has it ever an injurious elFect npon them? does it takfl 
away their strength ?" 

Ilia — '' Yes; they fall down like flies. Some lose their 
memory, others become blind or lame." 

" Has she ever tried its effects upon any one herself?** 

Ilia — " But will the lady betray mo?" 

" Out, fool I When I have promised thee gold enongh to 
insure thy escape I I betray thee 1" 

Ilia. — " Then she will tell the lady the whole truth. She 
did give a love-drink to Albert, because he grew cross, and 
spent the nights away from her, and complained if she idled 
a little, so that her master beat her. Therefore she dete^ 
mined to punish him, and a rash came out over his whole 
body, so that h£ could neither sit nor lie for six weeks, and 
at night he had to be tied to a post with a hand-towel, but 
all this time his love for her grew so burning that although 
he had previously hated and beaten her, yet now if she only 
brought him a drink of cold water, for which he was always 
screaming, ho would kiss her hands and feet even though 
she spat in his face, and he would certainly have died if his 
relations had not found ont an old woman who unbewitched 
him, whereupon his love came to an end, and he informed 
against her." 

That must be a wonderful drmk. Would the £pri teach 
her how to brew it? 
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L Bnt just then our Lord God sent yet UDOther waming tsl 
Bidonia, througli liis angel, to turn her from ber vilUitij, for 
Bs the girl wta going to answer, a knock was heard u the 
B^amber-door- Tbej both grow as Tvhite 05 chalk, bat 
^Sidonia bethought herself of a hiding-place, and bid the 
Bther creep under the bed while she vent to the door to see 
K'bo knocked, and as she opened it, bo there stood Prince 
■Ernest bodilj before ber eyes, with the late in iiis band. 

■ "Ah, gracious Prince, what brings you here I I pray 
^vonr Ujghness, for the Eake of God, to leave me. XVliat 
Kronld hs said if any one saw you here!" 

■ "But who is to see as, my beautifol maiden? My 
ngracions mother has gone out to drive, and now jast look 

at tliis lute that I have purchased for you in Grypswald. 

Will it please thee, sweel one?" 
I Ilia.—" Alas, gracious Prince, of what nse will it be 
fae, when I have no one to teach me bow to play?" 

■ "I will leach thee, oh bow willingly, bat — thoa knowi 
■■■what I would say." 

B, Illft. — " No, Eo, I dare not learn from your Highness. 
■Sow go, and do not make mo more miserable." 

■ " What makes thee miserable, cnchontiug Sidonia?" 

E' Ilia. — " Ah, if yonr Highness could Icnow how this heart 

Binrcs witliin me like a. fire What will become of me? 

KW^ould that I were dead — oh, I am a miserable maldenl 
B^f yonr Highness were hut a simple noble, then I might 
■)u}pe — bat now. Woe is mo! 1 most gol Yes, I most 

Wr "Why must thoa go, my own sweet darling? and w 
hdost thou wish me to be only a simple noble? Canst thq«^ 
Kiot love a Duke better than a aoble?" 
W Hla. — "Gracious Prince, what is a poor Count's daughter 
Eto your Princely Highness? and would her Grace ever con- 
HboiI? ah no, 1 must go — I must go." 
B. Hera she sobbed so violently, and covered her eyea with 
Kier hands, that the young Duke conid no iongcr restrun 
Ipis feelings. He sciaed her passionately in bis arms, and 
^Bru kisung away the crocodile tears, when lo, another 
^fcaock came to the door, and Sidonla grew paler eveti than 
U^ first time, for there was no plaae to ^iie \W9wswft\si, 
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aa tlio witch wcuch was already nnder tlie bed, ami net 
even qnito hidden, for some of her red petdcoat was virible 
roaud the post, and one could eoaly see by the way it 
moved that some living body wiu iu it, for the gir) iras 
trembling with the most horrible feitr and Mght. Bat the 
Priueo was too aljsorbed in love, either to notice ail this or 
tn mind the knock at the door. 

Sidouin, however, know well that it waa over with them 
now, and she poshed away the yonug IVince, just as the 
door opened and Clara entered, who grew quite pale, nod 
dasped hor hands together when she saw tlie Duke and 
Sidonin together, then tlie tears fell fast from her eyes, and 
she coold utter nothing bnt: " Ah, my gradoua Prince — 
my poor innocent Piince — what has farongbt yon hero ?"bm 
iieitlicr of them spoke a woi-d, " Yon ai-e lost," oxclairasd 
Clara, " the Dnchess ia coming np the corridor, and has just 
stopped to look at her pot cat and the kittens there by tfat 
piige's room. Hasten, yoang Prince, baaten to meet her 
bcfui'e she comes a step farther." 

So the yonng lord darted ont of the chamber, and foimS 
Ilia graclons mother still examining her kittens, whereupon 
ho prayed her then to descend with him to the court-yard, 
ojid look also at his fine hounds, to which she consented. 

Tliu moment Prince Ernest disappeared, Clara coin- 
nionood upbraiding Sidonia for her evil ways, which could 
not bo any longer denied — for had she not seen all with her 
own eyes? — and shenow conjnred her by the living God to 
turn away from the yonug Duke, and select some noble of 
her owu rank as hei' husband. This could easily be dona 
when BO many loved her, but as to the Prince, as long as 
her Grace and tJlrioh lived, or even one single branch of tlio 
jirincely house of Pomerania, this marriage would never be 
[lermittod, let the young lord do or say what he chose. 

" Ah, thon piona old priest in petticoats," esclaimed 
Sidonia, "who told thee I wanted to marry the Prince? 
How can I help if he chooses to come in hero and, tboo^h I 
woop and i-esbt, takes me in hia arms aud kisses me? so 
leave off thy preaeliing, and tell me rather what brings theo 
spying to my room?" 

Thon .Clara remembered what hrnl renlly been lici' eixnud, 



altliougli llio lovc-£CBne hud pat ovcrytbiag cbe out of her 
'1 now, and replied — " I was seayiig tho witoh-g'irl 
from Daber, for whea I went out witli her Grace, I left her 
"a charge of my maid, but aa ire returned homo by the littlo 
n gate, I slipped up to my room by the private Btoii^^ 
vitfaont any one seeing me, and found my ratud loolcing ont 
f the window, but no girl was to bo seen; when I asted 
rliat had become of her, the tn^d answered she knew not^ 
bo girl must have slipped away while her back vaa turned) 
BO I came here to ask if yon had seen the impudent hnasey, 
for I fear if her wings are not clipped ahe will do harm ta 
Bome one." 

Here Sidonia gi-ew quite indignant — what ooold slio km 
of a vile witch wench? besides, she had not been ten minutes 
there in the room. 

" But perchance the bird has found herself a nest some- 
where," said Chu'a, looking townrda the bed, metJiinks 
indeed, I aSe aomo of the feathers, for surely a red gown 
r trembled that way under a bed, unless there was 
I wmetlung living inside of it. When the witch-girl heai-d 
this her fright increased, so that, to make matters worse, 
(the pulled her gown la nnder the bed, upon which Clara 
Imceied down, lifted the coverlet, and found the owl in its 
nest. Now she had to creep out weeping and howling, and 
promised to tell everything, 

But Sidonia gave her a look which she nnderatood well, 
nnd therefore when she atood up straight by the bed, begged 
piteoosly that the Lady Clara would not scold her for 
having tried to escape, becauao she herself had threatened 
Ler with being bnraed there aa well as at Daber, so not 
.knowing where to hide, and seeing the Lady Sidonia's door 
open, she crept in there and got nnder the bed, intending to 
'ivait till night came and then ask her aid in effecting her 
flight, for the Lsidy Sidonia waa the only one is the castle 
who had shown her Chnatian compassion. 

Hereat, Sidonia rose up as if in great rage, and 
^^"Hal thoQ impudent wench, how darest thou reckon > 
■protection?" and aeizing her by the hand — in which, 
lever, she pressed a piece of gold — pushed hev \wp\«»vVj 
of the door. 
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Now Clara, thinking tiiftt this was tlic whole truth, fell 
weeping npon Sldoula's uecfc, aad asked forgiveness for her 
suspicious. "There, Uiat wall do," swil Sidonia; "tiui 
will do, oil! pre»cher, only be more caationa in futort — 
What] am I to poke under my bed to sec if any one la 
hiding there? You may go, for 1 suppose yon have often 
hidden a lover there, your eyes tarn lo it so naturally." 

Aa Clara grew red with shiuoe, Sidonia drew the witoh- 
^t\ again into tho room, and giving her a box on the ear 
that made her teeth chatter, '' Now, confess," said she, 
",what 1 flwd to the youug lord without knowing that joo 
were listeaing." So the poor girl answered weeping, "No- 
thing but what was good did you say to him, namely, that 
ho should go away: ^ud then you pushed him so violently, 
when he attempted to kbs yon, that ho stumbled over 
againat the boil." 

"See, now. ray piona preacher," said Sidoniaj "this pil 
conflrras exactly what I told you; so now go along witb, 
you, yi>a liussey, or mayhap yon will coma off no better 
than nho hits done," 

Tloroupon, Clara went away hnrably with the witcU-gJd 
to her own room, and never uttered another word. Never- 
ihelew, tho afTair did not seem quite satisfactory to her yet. 

So lh6 conferred vrilh her betrothed, Marcna Bork, o& 
tho inhjput. For when ho carried books for her Highness 
IVoni tho (liical library, it was bis custom to scrape with liia 
iVet iu a pocnlinr manner as he passed Clara's door; then 
alio kuow who it was and opened it. And as her maid waa 
proicut, they oonversed together in the Italian tongue; ftr 
thay were both loarned, not ouly in Goti's word, but in all 
other knowledge, so that poople talk about them yet in 
romoTtuilim land for these things. 

Olwii thorotbre told him iha whole aftVvc in Italian, before 
her DMiil and tlie witch-girl, of the visit of the youug Piince, 
nml Ituw the girl vts lying hid under the bed, aud asked 
Mm WM It not Dkuly that Sidonia had brought bcr there, to 
tMtti her bow to lirew tho love-drink, with which she 
1 then Imvn liuwituhud the Prince and all the men-folk 
ft eiullr, and onght 9ltuJuUB.wun her Gruce of 
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But Marcus nuswered. that if the witeh-gir! had been 
:e castle weeks bofore, he might haTo Bupposeil that Sidoma 
had received the secret of the love-potion from her, since 
firfty idan, old and young, was mad for love of her— but 
■ e most needs confess that Sidonia's eyes and deceiving 
Bonth ware magic sufficient; and that it was not likely she 
(ronld bring a vile damsel ta her room to teach her that 
irMch she knew already so perfectly. So he thoaght it 
better not to tell her Highness anything on the Bobject. 
fieaides, if the neuch were examined, who knows what eh^ 
might tell of Sidonla and the young lord, that woald hi\ag 
fliajne on the princely house of Wolgast, since she had' 
been hid under the bed all the time, and perhaps only kept 
^encQ through fear. It were well, therefore, oa every 
account, not to let the matter get wind, and to shat np the 
wench safely in the witches' tower until the answer came 
from Daber. If she «-ere pronounced really guilty, 
wonid then be time enough to question her on the racl 
^bout the love-drink, and the conversation between tl 
jrouDg lord and Sidoniiu 

So this coarse was agreed on. It ia, however, much 
i regretted that Clara did not follow the promptings of 
•r good angel, and tell all to her Grace and old Ubich. 
ur then much mbfortune and scandal would have been 
lared to the whole Pomeranian laud. Bat she followed 
!r bridegroom's advice, and kept all secret. The witoh- 
^iri, however, was locked up that very day ia the witchei^ 
lower, to guard against future evil. 
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OHAPTEB XL 

iW SIDONIA KEJ'EATED THE CATECHISM OF DR. 
AND HOW SUE WHIPPED THE TODKO CASIMIR, 
SVlL-UIHIiEDKESB. 



OUT oy I'U^^^^I 



Sunday came at last when SiJonia was to be examined 
loblicly in the catechism of Dr. (jerschovioa. Her Grace 
'as filled with anxiety to see how ail wouid terminate, f"' 
'ery one suspected (as indeed was the case) that nat o 
ord of it would she bo able to rctip.o.t, '6« *i^ **'* 
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was crowdecl, aud all tlic yoaae moD attended -nittfl 
exception, kuowiDg what was to go forimrd, and feaJ 
for Sidouia, because tliia Dr. Gcracboviua was a stM 
harsh man; but she herself seemed to care little abontfl 
matter, for she entered Lcr Grace's closet as uaaal (w^| 
was right opposite the pnlpit) and threw herself carelefl 
into a comer. HoweTer, when the doctor entered fl 
pulpit she became more grave, and finally, when his tM 
coarse was drawing near to the dose, she rose up t[nifl 
and glided oat of the closet, intending to descend to fl 
gardens, ller Grace did not perceive her movemeotj 
consequence of the hat with the heron's plume which S 
wore — ^for the feathers drooped down at the Bide ^M 
Sidonia, aud the other ladies were too much alarmej^ 
veutoro to draw her attention to the circamstance. 9 
the priest from the pnlpit saw hL>r nvll, and called oifl 
"Maideal maiden! Whither go you? remember ye bfl 
to repeat jooi uatcchismi" H 

Then Sidonia grew (]uite pale, for her Grace and all fl 
congregation fixed Ihcir eyes on her. So when slio fl 
quite conscions that she was looking pale, slie said — " M 
see fi-om my face that I am not well; but if I get boM 
doubt not but that I shall return immediately." HorejB 
the maids of honour put np their kerchiefs to hide tfl 
laughter, and the yoang nobles did the same. M 

So she went away, but they might wait long euougw 
think, for her to come back. In vmn her Grace w&ti^| 
until the priest left the palpit, aud then sent two of 9 
latliea to look for the hypocrite, but thoj returned dcclartil 
that sliQ was nowhere to be seen. I 

Summa. — T!io whole service was cndtd, and her Graq 
looked as angry as the doctor; aud 'nhcn the organ liil 
ceased, and tie people were beginning to depart, she cad 
out fi'ora her closet: — M 

"Let every one come this way, and accompany me fl 

' Stdonia's apartment. There I shall make her icpeat fl 

catechism boforo ye all. Messengers shall be dispatchoGS 

all directions until they find out her hiding place." ■ 

This pleased the IJootor and Ulncfc well So tlieyj 
pncecOcd to Pidoaia's little room; for there she wa8»l 



Tcat surprise, eealea npoi 

a her hand. Whereupon 

uled her, and why she had not stayed 



chtur with a smellingl 



B demaadod v 
I repeat the cato- 



Illn. — "Ah I aha waa so weak, she would certainly have 
funted, if she had not doECcndcd to the garden for a littlo 
freah air. She waa so distressed that her Grace had been 
-troubled aendiug far her, of which she was not aware until 
iDw." 

" Are you better now?" aakcd lior Grace. 

Ilia. — "Bather better. The fresh air bad douo ht 
good." 

"Then," quoth her Grace, "yon aliall recite the cat( 
chiam here for the doctor; for, in truth, Christianity is 
necaasnry to yoo as water to a fish." 

Tie doctor now cleared his throat to begin, bat i 
stopped him pertly, saying — 

"I do not choose to say my catechism here in my m 

B a little child. Grown-up maidena are always heard 
;be church." 

Howbeit, her Grace motioned to hun not to heed her. 
Jo to his firat question she replied rather snappishly — 
'You have your answer already." 

No wonder the priest gi'eiv black with rage; bat seeing 
i book lying open on a Lttio table beadc her bed, and 
g it was tho catechism of Dr. Gerschovias which sha 
■bad been studying, he stepped over to looL But judge his 
horror, when he found that it was a rolnmo of the Amadia 
e Gad, and w^as lying open at the eight chapter, where he 
" How tho Prince jVinndia de Gaul loved the Piinccss 

saliana, and was beloved in return, and how they both. 
btCained to tho nccomplishment of their desires." 

He dashed the baok to the ground furiously, stam] 

Ml it, and cried — 

"So, thou wanton, this is thy ISible and thy catechism t 
3ero thon leamest how to make yonug men madi Who 
!|a7e thee this infamous book? Speak? Who gave it 



Bo Sidonia looked up tiiniilly, and saiJ, wee^la%- 
» his HighnesSj Diil(e Bamim, "wlio ^Ma 'rt W ^i'^ 



joth. ^^ 
ipej^H 
am 1^1 

no ^M 
t to ^M 

■."\\. ^^ 
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: .-. :. .1 :..: •.■..■.. i: . :: :.;:. ;»jaii. v-i:i. i; jrt'r surii, when 
•- . - .. . "- ■-■*i . i;--"ii- ''•vtfL iiG" sncii on infft** 

^ 1. . .': i.i: :*".»::. ::;":.- .-11:1111 -A'Sf wajiton. "who 
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.... V . ... V ...:,..: . ..^. ."-.•: „■!. -r LL: I, /.VJAvl uf gold llpOIl 
;. * ■ ..: r .;•.:... .. ! I k'J. V liii;". U.'W. IVjI I ITDSt IDV 

■^ , ■ 1 ■ ■ •»■•.■•■,• , - • •..},' ' ..•■.■" ■►.■- ■" 1 ^ .1^ r'iit*f!.- thou 
V .■.*.".. ■... . .' V ^.. 1. .-.'.. '.»; TLi.l_L-.'.. !.■! '■•> • "T^ ■■■"♦"■-" 

....-.■. :. . :■..-..:•.. :. I-.'-'". iLr r.'. r_ -^r!:! ..' ; I~lrJch, who 

■.■?..■{.: .- :.:■:.... '.■::: m-iij-.-- i.s zizir i^s :. £f.h. IKictor 

.->. ..•• ..*- :..v. :-.:'. -::.-.-■." li-.i.iLii >t::1; 5".:..z:a. in order 

•. >_....% . m-U W»? 7 -Ik . >^ * <^ . . > ,A^^ LaIwL UUL 

- ■ _ ■ ' 

^•. c- . •• . . . ... .•_ • ^. _..>7 «:>-..• ^t.'^^- ._. _ ' '. ~i».. .^...^ .A^^ 

.■1 J::"r i. ::.-.'. a^ .Sl.'..-:;li wa*; Lj'v^ILqj jusi 0:1: of jinre 
ii: i>:i:,-y :i\ ivr. in iliv oj-'iiii'-'U. notLii::; iiilcJ her. :ho little 
l'i-i]i<:«; <'a.";;:ii:r rau iu Vj look for his manima — she LaJ 
gone Uj h'.-ar .Slloa-a her cititchiim, t::c-v told him. 
** Wliat (ii'i he vraiit with hlo laJv mamma ?■' 
*• Ilirf new j«:rkiu l*urt him, he wanted her to tie it ano- 
lliiT way I'oj- him; but i.-: it real!}' true, Sidonia, that yon 
d\i iioL know your cateciiiim? I can say it quite welL Just 
snMuo now and hear me Hay it." 

U U prtihahlc that her (Jrace and the doctor had devised 

'■ ? v»l,ui in order to hhame Sidoiiia, by showing her how 

" -i WwU child could repeat it; but she took it angrily, 

- .;»};' him over, Haid: '' Yes; come — I will hear you 

..* ,\:.ism/* And a.s the little boy came up close be- 

'. X-.,' .•ihuijj; ium across her knee, pulled down his 

cv* . ,vi. Miauio! — whijiped his Serene Highness upon 

. ^ ■....., that it would have melted the heart of a 

' > 0.»x»\\,s ln'r cruel anil evil disposition — to 

'. . ■ vi x\ hat mIk^ had to bear from the mother. 

-v ^•,;-* Prince will say: 'H)ii, Theodore, 



lOb mattXT sunh wiAt Iutc been pusd avt 

■ &Rsp»ct vpoR mj prineetjF hoase." 
iwer: "Gntdoos Lord and Prince, toy Boet hanhle 
Jne to Toor Gmx, b«i trath mail be itm tmiv 
BUT diq)taio TOUT Hi^taess. Besklta, bv Mt 
M I hare so well pnxvil the inlenial et3 ia 
s natorei for if efce cooU ilare to by her god- 
ym one of jov iUostrioas race, tbift all her 

e per&ctlr compreheosible.* When the n 

b let Ute bof go, be darted oat of tbc twim 

e wiiok eoTTidor, screaming out that be « 

ma about Sidonu; boC Ziizewilz met turn, ■: 

g heard the stoiy, the amorous old fool look bim up M 

i, and promised Mm heaps of beaatifol things if h 

d bold Ms tongue, and not say a word more to anj « 

' it be wonld give Sidonla a good wMpping hfanaelC H 

a for what she had doae to Mm. So, in abort, h 

e never beard of the insoll until after SidoQia''3 departml 

d ber Highness been in tier apartment she most b&v6 

d the child scream, but it so happened that just then 

IS walking np and duwn Ihe dneal gardens, whither 

d gone to cool ber anger. 

Soon afler a stately ship was seen sailing down the rim' 

htm PenemDnde.t which attracted all eyes in the castle, fbr 

ta tfao deck stood a noble jonth, with a heron's plnme 

L wtBVing from his cap, and be held a tame sea-gull upon Ms 

d, which from time to time flew off and dived into the 

er, bringing np all sorts of fish, great and small, ia its 

I'lMsk, with which it immediately flew back to the handsome 

il" exclaimed Clara, "there must be the sonsof onr 
ioDS PriucessI for to-morrow is her birth-day, and here 



^J .-I'.iO-. THE 

c//?ie£ tliC DoUe Ll-Lop, Johinn Frederitkof GflBjiitti 
tjrcither Dnkc I>o;^bl£fr XI IL to pdij thdr ttepexis to 
gracioiu mother.-' 

Her Grace, howerer, woTild scaroelj cxcdk that the 
some joath who was fishing after so el^ani s manne 
indeed her own beloved son; but Gira dapped her 
now, crjing: " Look! jonr Grace— 4ookl there isti 
hoisted!^ And indeed there flattered from the mas 
the bisfaop^s own arms; so the warder blew hi3 
which was answered bj the warder of St PetePs 
town, and the bells in all the towers rung oat, a 
castellan ordered ihfi cannon in the court -yard 
fired off. 

Ilcr Grace was now thoroaghlj convinced; and, n 
for joy, ran down to the little water-gate, where old 
already stood waiting to receive the princes. As the 
approached, however, they discovered that the ha 
youth was not the bishop, bat Doke Bogislaff, who hi 
staying on a visit at his brothcr^s court at Camyr 
with several high prelates. The bishop, Johann Fn 
did not accompany him, for he was obliged to rei 
home, in order to receive a visit from the Prince of 
dcnburg. 

When the Duke stepped on shore ho embraced hi 
ing mother joyfully, and said he came to offer ] 
congratulations on her birth-day, and that she m 
weep but laugh, for there should be a dance in ho: 
it, and a right merry feast at the castle on the moiT( 

Then ho tumbled out on the bridge all the fish wl 
bird had caught, and her Grace wondered great! 
stroked it as it sat upon the shoulder of the prince, 
asked if the bird pleased her Grace, and when she an 
— ** Yes ;" ho said — " Then, dearest mother, let it 
birth-day giffc to you. I have trained it myself, ar 
It here as you see upon the river. So any afterno( 
yon and your ladies choose to amuse yom*selves witl: 
this bird will fish for you as long as you please, wl 
row down the river." 

Ah, what a good son was this handsome young D 
and when I think that Sidonia murdered them all- 
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2n this noble prince — ^my heart seems to break and the 
1 falls from my fingers.* 

Bat, to continue. The Duchess embraced the fine young 
nee, who still contmued talking of the dance they must 
re next day. It was time now for his gracious mother 
^ve up mourning for her deceased lord, he said. 
But her Grace would not hear of a dance; and replied 
t she would continue to mourn for her dear lord all the 
t of her life, to whom she had been wedded by Doctor 
.rtinus. However, the Duke repeated his entreaties, 
i all the young nobles added theirs, and finally Prince 
aest besought her Grace not to deny them permission 
have a festival on the morrow, as it was to honour her 
til-day. So she at last consented; but old Uhich shook 
\ head, and took her Grace aside to warn her of the scan- 
1 which would assuredly arise, when the young nobles had 
unk and grew excited by Sidonia. Hereupon, her Grace 
ade answer that she woidd take care Sidonia should cause 
» scandal — ^" As she has refused to learn her catechism, 
e must not appear at the feast It will be a fitting pn- 
shment to keep her a prisoner for the whole day, and 
erefore I shall lock her up myself in her own room, and 
It the key in my pocket." 

So Ulrich was well pleased, and all separated for the 
ghb with much contentment, and hopes of enjoyment on 
'6 morrow. 

* Note by Duke Bogislaff XIV ^Et quid mihi, miscro filio ? Do- 
me in manus tuas commendo spiritum meum, quia tu me redemisti 
le Deusl (And what remains to me, wretched son? Lord, into th}'^ 
uids I commend my spirit, for thou hast redeemed me, thou God of 
Qth.) When one thinks that it was the general belief in that age 
"^t the whole ducal race had been destroyed and blasted by Sidonia's 
rceries, it is impossible not to be affected by these melancholy, yet 
signed and Christian words, of the last orphaned and childless re- 
•esentative of the ancient and illustrious house of Wolgast. 
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OIIAPTEIi XII. 

S'S KSA\"EKr — ITEM, HOW THE CIRTH-DAT OF HB 
OllitUtESS 'ff AS CELSURATBD, AND SIDONU MANAGED TO Olt 

TO THE DAscE, wrrn the 0proar caused thereei", 
nKr'OUE I proceed further, it will bo necessary to state wili 
liappeoed s few 'Jaya before couceniiiig Prince Ernesrt 
chiaT ennorry Johatia Appelmanii, otherwise many iniglit 
donbt the facta I shall have to relate, thongh God knows 1 
speak the pnre truth. 

One came to his lonJaiiip, the grand chamberlmn — bi] 
ivas a shoemaker of the town — and complained to him til 
Appelmann who had been conrting his daughter for & ItHJl 
whUe, and rauniiig after bcr until finally he had diagraovJ 
her in the oyes of the whole town, and brouglit shame SU 
scandal into his honse. So he prayed Lord IJliiuk to mikf 
the shameless profligate take his daughter to wife, aa lu 
had fairly promised her maniege long ago. 

Now Ulrlck had long suspected the knave of bad d( " 
for many pearls and jewels had lately been missing 
her Grace's shabrack and borae-trappings, and the | 
who always laid them on her Grace's white palfrey, 
nothing aboQt them, thongh he was even put to the tortni^ 
but as Appelmann had ^ these things in his sole kee^a^ 
it was natural to think that he was not quite innocent 
Besides, three hundred sacks of oats were missing on ibe 
new year, aud no one knew what had become of them. 

Therefore, Ulrieii sent for the cheating rogue, and up- 
braided him with his profligato courses, also tellmg iiha 
that ho must wed the shoemaker's daughter immediate^. 
But the cnnuing koavo knew better, and swore by all tbs 
sainta that be was innocent, and fmatly prevailed vptm 
Prince Ernest to intercede for him, so that IJlrich promised 
to pve him a little longer grace, but then assuredly he would 
bring him to a strict aeconnt. 

And Appelmann drove the Prmce that same day to 
Grypswald, to find out more musicians for the castle band, 
as the mai'ch of Mute iiogi^hitl Ihe Hreat was to be plajeil 
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■ by eighlj" ilmmg niiJ forty iratopets in tlie granU dacal b»ll,l 
teo honnnr the birthday of lipv Highness. I 

■ One can imagine what Sidonaa felt wheu the Dncheaafl 
^nuoDDceil that as she had refnsed to Icara the cat«chisiii,l 
Knd waa neither obedient to God nor Ler Grace, she should'4 
Hremain a strict prisoner in her own room dnriog the festival, j 
I as a, Bignal punishment for her ungodly bebarionr. But 1 
^ber maid might bring her fuod of all that ehe chose from 1 
Bbe feast. I 
V Sidonia first pj'ayed her Grace to forgive her for the love 
^m God, and she would learn the whole catechism by heart. 
KBnt as this had no effect, then she wept and lamented 
Bondly, and at length full down npon her knees before her 
Burace, who woald, however, bo ndther moved nor per- 
Bnaded, and when Sidonia threatened at last to leave her 
Koom, the Duchess went out, locked the door, and put the 
pcey in her pocket. The prisoner howled enough then, I 

f trarranL 

But what did she do now, the cunning minx? she gave 
Kiber mud a piece of gold, and told her to go up and down 
Hhe corridor, crying and wringing her hands, and when any 
^■Be asked what waa the matter, to say: "Tiiat her beau- 
^Efst young lady was dying of grief, because the Duchess 
Hud locked her up, like a little school-girl, in her own room, 
^BBd'all for not knowing the catechism of Dr. Gerschovioa, 
KWhich indeed was not tanght iu her part of the country, 
Hbnt another which she had learned quite well in her cbild- 
Blood. And eo for this, her poor young lady was not to he 
uUowed to dnnce at the festival." The maid was to say all 
^Uiis !n particnlar to Prince Ernest, or if he did not pass 
^BirDDgh the corridor, she was to stop weeping and groaning . 
^pt bis chamber-door, until he came ont to ask what was the J 

Wf The maid followed the instructions right well, and in leas 1 
^uian an honr, every soul la the castle, down to the cooka 
^pld washerwomen, knew what had happened, and every- 
^feliere the Dacheas went she was assailed by old and 
^voong, great and small, with petitions of pardon fbr 
HBidonia. J 

B Uer Grace, however, bid tliera al\ \io sWmV, Mi4.'CMi!« 
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uuoil if tliDy mnilo biicU slunicl'^^a requests ti> forbid tha 
festival altogether. lint when Prince Ernest likewise potS- 
tioDcd in her fuvonr, sIiq was angry, and sud: " He oagkt 
to be ashamed of himself." It wa^ □on' plaiu what a fbol 
the girl had made of him. Her maternal heart woald break) 
aho knew it would — and this day would be one of sorrow 
in place of joy to her; all on account of this gu-I. 

So the young prince had to hold his peace for this time, 
but ho sent a, message, nevertheless, to Sidooii, telling her 
not to fret, for that lie woald take her out of her roooi and 
bring her to the dance, let what would happen. 

Nest morning, by break of day, the whole castle and torn 
were alive with preparations for tho festival. It was Wf 
seven ycai's — tiiat is, sineo the death of Doke Philip — siWj 
any one had danced in the castle except the rats and miiAi' 
and even yet the aplendonr of this festival is talked of W 
Wolgast; and many of tho old people yet living thera B 
member it well, and gave mo many cnrioua partictp 
thereof, which I shall set down hero, that it may be knOn 
how sach affairs were conducted in old time at onr da^ 
courts. 

In the mombg, by ten of tho clock, the young prii 
nobles, clergy, and the honourable counsellors of the toi^ 
assembled in the grand ducai hall, built by Dnke Philip rf" 
the great fire, and wlucb extended up all through the Q 
stories of the castle. At the upper end of the hall waa to" 
grand painted window, sixty feet high, on which was deli- 
neated the pilgrimage of Dnke Bogislaff the Great to Jcrn- 
BaJem, all painted by Gerard Horner;" and round on tl» 
walls hung banuei-s, and shields, and helmet^ and cuu'asses, 
while all along each aide, four feot from the ground, then 
were painted on the walls figures of all tho animals found in 
Pomerania: bears, wolves, elks, slags, deer, otters, &a, all 
exquisitely imitated. 

When all tho lords had a.'isembled, the drums beat and 
tmaipets sonndcd, wLereapon the Pomeroman marshal flung 
open the great dooi's of the hall which u cie wreathed with 
flowers fi'ora the outside and tho prmcel> wiiow ente 

" A Frieilnnjer— ami ili t t 1 mt pu ut c (.lya 
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^ilh great pomp, leading the little Casimir by the hand* " 

1 was arrayed in the Poraeranian costmnc — namely, 
I vUtc silk undcr-robc, and over it a Gorcoat of azure 
ret, brocaded with silver, and open in front. A long 
in of white velvet, embroidered in golJon lanrel wreatha, 
1 supported bj twelve pages dressed in black rdvct 
' s with Spanish raffs. Upon her head the Duchess 
I a coif of scarlet velvet with small plames, from 
h a white veil, spangled with silver st^tra, hnng down 
f Iter feet. Boniid her neck »he had a. scarlet velvet 
If tiristed with a gold chain, and from it depended a 
" ' ' 1 the fonn of a. greyhonnil, which rested on 

', As her Serene Highnees entered with fresh and blushing 
^eeks, all bowed tow and kissed her hand, glittering with 
jnds. Then each offered his congratulations aa best he 

■ Amongst them came Jobann Ncander, Archdeacon of St 
ier's, who was seeking preferment, considering that hia 
ent living waa but a poor one ; and so he presented her 
la with a printed tradatum dedicated to her Highness, 
' ' \ the qnestion was disunssed whether the ten virgins 
Sonecl Matt, xsv, were of noble or citizen rank. But 
»r Gicrscbovius made a mock of hira for this afterwards, 
■fl the whole table." 
How, when all the congratolations were over, tho Duohosa 
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asked Priuce Ernest if the water-works in the court-yard 
had been completed,* and when he answered. "Yes;** 
** Then," quoth her Grace, *' they shall run with Bostock 
beer to-day, if it took fifty tuns; for all my people, great 
and small, shall keep festival to-day; and I have ordered 
my court baker to give a loaf of bread, and a good drink, to 
every one that cometh and asketh. And now, as it is fitting, 
let us present ourselves in the church." 

So the bells rung, and the whole procession swept through 
the corridor and down the great stairs, with drums and 
trumpets going before. Then followed the marshal with his 
staff, and the grand chamberlain, Uirich von Schwerin, 
wearing his beautiful hat (a present from her Highness) 
looped up with a diamond aigrette, and spangled with little 
golden stars. Then came the Duchess, supported on each 
side by the young princes, her sons; and the nobles, knights, 
pages, and others brought up the rear, according to their 
rank and dignity. 

As they passed Sidonia's room, she began to beat the 
door and cry like a little spoiled child; but no one minded 
her, and the procession moved on to the court-yard, where 
the soldatesca fired a salute, not only from their muskets, but 
also from the great cannon called " the Old Aunt," which 
gave forth a deep joy-sigh. From all the castle windows 
hung banners and flags bearing the arms of Pomerania and 
Saxony, and the pavement was strewed with flowers. 

As they passed Sidonia's window she opened it, and ap- 
peared magnificently attired, and glittering with pearls and 
diamonds, but also weeping bitterly. At this sight old 
Uirich gnashed his teeth for rage, but all the young men, 
and Prince Ernest in particular, felt their hearts die in them 
^for sorrow. So they passed on through the great north 
gate out on the castle wall, from whence the whole town 
and harbour were visible. Here the flags fluttered from the 
masts, and waved from the towers, and the people clapped 
their hands and cried " Huzza 1" (for in truth they had 
heard about the beer, to my thinkmg, before the Princess 
came out upon the walls.) Summa. — There was never seen 

* The Prince took much interest in hydraulics, and built a beautifdl 
and costly aqueduct for the town of Wolgast. 
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BUOh joy; and, aftor having Ecrvice io church, they all re- 
Surnad to the castle in the same order, and set themselves 
o the banquet. 
I got a liet of the courses at S^e table of tho Dncheea 
n old Kiissow, and I shall hero set it down, that people 
jBay aee how onr fathers hanquetcd eighty years ago in Po- 
ib; bnt, God help usi in these iiopertal days there 
He left for ns to grind onr teeth upon. So smell thereat, 
i yon will still get a delicious savoar from these good old 
Sues. 
PiBST Course. — 1. A aonp; 2. An egg-soop, with 
1, peppercorns, and honey thereon; 3. Stewed matton, 
Kith (mioas strewed thereon ; 4. A roosted capon, with 
'tftfcwed plums. 

Course. — 1. Ling, with oil and raisins; 2. Bee§. 

1 oil; 3. Eels, with pepper; -1. Dried fish wit^, 
[^palo mustard. 

THIRD Course. — 1. A ealadwith cgga; 2. Jellies strewett 
A dmond and onion seed; 3. OmGlottea with honey 
3 grapes; 4. Pastry, and many other things heaides. 
Fourth Course. — ^1. A roaat goose with red beet-root, 
Ins, capers, and encumbers; 2. Little birds fried in lard, 
fth radishes; 3. Venison; 4. Wild boar, with the marrow 
kfved on toasted rolls. In oonclnsion, all manner of pastry, 
M fritters, cakea, and fancy confectionery of all kinds. 
So her Grace selected something from each dish herself, 
i tHspatched it to Sidonia by her maid, but the mwden 
mid none of them, nud sent all back with 
thftt s}ie had no heart to gormandize and feast; but he 
Srace might send her some bread and water, which was aloi 
g for a poor prisoner to receive. 
"Hie young men could bear this no longer, their pati 
i qnite exhausted, and their courage rose as the y 
iSpB were emptied. So at length Prince Ernest whispered to 
Ais brother Bogialaos (o pat in a good word for Sidonia. 
He refused, however, and I'rince Ernest was ashamed to 
name her himself, but some of the young pages, who waited 
a her Grace, were bold enough to petitiun for her pardon, 
Bupon her Grace gave them a very ehfttp ic^iwA, 
After dinner tho 7>uchesa and I'rince lio^daMa ~" 
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tho stream in a pleasure-boat to tiy the tame sea-gull, aud 
her Grace requested Lord Ulrich to accompany them, but 
he answered that ho was more necessary to the castle that 
evening than a night- \E2ftch in a time of war, particularly if 
the young Prince was to have Rostock beer play from the 
fountains, in place of water. 

And soon his words came true, for when the Dachess 
had sailed away the young men began to drmk in earnest, 
so that the wine ran over tho threshold down the great 
steps, and the peasants and boors who were gomg back and 
forward with dried wood to the ducal kitchen, lay down flat 
on then' faces, and licked up the wine from the steps (but 
the Almighty punished them for this, I thmk, for thdr 
children now are glad enough to sup up water with the 
geese). 

]\Ieanwhilc, many of the youths sprang up, swearing that 
they would free Sidonia; others fell down quite drunk, and 
knew nothing more of what happened. Then old Ulrich 
flew to the corridor, and marched up and down with his 
drawn dagger in his hand, and swore he would arrest them 
all if they did not keep quiet, that 'as to those who were 
lying dead drunk like beasts, he must treat them like other 
beasts — whereupon he sends to the castle fountain for 
buckets of cold water, and pours it over them. Ha! how 
they sprang up and raged when they felt it, but he only 
laughed and said — if they would not hold their peace he 
would treat them still worse ; they ought to bo ashamed of 
their filthiness and debauchery. * 

But now to the uproar within was added one from with- 
out, for when the fountains began to play with Rostock beer, 
all the town ran thither, and drank like leeches, while they 
begged the serving- wenches to bring them loaves to eat with 
it. How the old shoemaker threw up bis cap in tho aur, 
and shouted — "Long live her Grace I no better Princess 
was in the whole world — they hoped her Grace might live 
for many years and celebrate every birth-day like this — ^then 
they would pray for her right heartily, and the women 

* Almost all writers of that age speak of the excesses to -which 
'"♦'"'ication was carried in all the ducal courts, but particularly that 
'erania. 



■ siDomA THE soitoimess. '019 

Kbbattereil nnd cackled, and the childrea'sCTGanied so that no 1 
BhiG coTiId hear a woid that was saying, iraa'^donia tried for 
H| long tiniG !□ vaiu to make tbcni hoar &ejv;'- At last sbe 
Btsred a white kerchiei' from the window, when, the noise 
^nosedfbr a. little, and she then began the old^citg, nuaely 
E— •''Woold thoy release her?" -"/.- 

Hr Sow there were some hrave fcllowa among th^iB "tir, whom 
^■M had given drink-money, or purchoiscd goods 'Bvm, and 
Hbey now ran to fetch a Iiiddor and set it np against' the 
^■flU, bat old Ulnch got wind of tliis proceeding, and 4i3' 
HfifSed the moh forthwith, menacing Sidonis, before tWr'. 
Hu^ that if she hut wagged a finger, aaid did not inataritni 
Befte from the window, and bear her well-merited paniahV 
Blent patiently, he woald have her carried straightway^ . 
^mvngh the guard-room, and locked ap in the ha^ion tower. - 
Builia threat sncc«eded, and she drew in her head. Meantime 
■he I>nchoBs retumed from fishing, bat when she beheld the 
Ktowd aha entered throngh the littlo water-gate, and went 
Bqt ft winding stair to her own apartment, to attire herself 
Wbr the dance. 

f The musicians now arrived from Grypswald, and all the 
L Ini^ts and nobles were assemhled e^icept Zttsewitz, who 
mb^ fflck, whether from love or jealooBy I leavo ondeoided, 
he the great affair at length began, and in the state hall the 
■Ennd stmck up Dake Bogialans' march, played, in fact, b^r J 
|pght^ drams and forty-three trumpets, so that it waa m \ 
fcdghty and powerful in sonnd as if the great trompet iteelf 
Bad played it, and the plaster dropped offA'om the ceUing, and 
Mhfl juctDrc of his Ilighneas the Duke, in the north window, 
Kras 80 disturbed by the vibration, that it shook and clattered 
K» if it were going to descend from the frame, and dance 
Kitii the guests in the hall, and not only the folk outside 
Bmoed to the music, but down in the town, in the great 
^towket- place, and beyond that even in the horse-mai'ket, 
■be giant march was heanl, and every one danced to it 
Hrhether in or out of tho hotise, and cheered and huzzaed. 
BTow the Prince could no longer repress his feelings, for, 
Keaides that he had taken a good Pomeraniaa draught that 
BbTi Bad somewhat rebolleil against his lady mother, hftMSW^ 
HoDg the fonrth comraandmunt to the ^uv^ (ri.^ei'^ud^H 
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done this beforQ),'mi(i taking three companions with him, 
by name DietocTc^-^on Krassow, Joachim von Budde, and 
Achim Von Weyer, he proceeded with them to the chamber 
of Sidonia,.^d with great violencQ burst open the door. 
There sh^fa/^fcn the bed weeping, in a green velvet robe, 
laced wiA 'jgold, and embroidered with other golden orna- 
ments, ^Blid. her head was crowned with pearls and diamonds, 
so that lh6 young Prince exclaimed : " Dearest Sidonia, you 
looK-jil^e a kmg's bride; see, I keep my word ; come now, and 
w.shrfl dance together in the hall." 
, ySere he would willingly have kissed her, but was 
/ •ajhkmed because the others were by, so he said — " Go ye 
'* Qow to the hall, and see if the dance is still going on. I 
'.'will follow with the maiden." Thereat the young men 
'• laughed, because they saw well that the Prince did not jnst 
then desire their company, and they all went away, except 
Joachim von Budde, the rogue, who crept behind the door, 
and peeped through the crevice. 

Now the young lord was no sooner left alone with 
Sidonia, than he pressed her to his heart: — *' Did she love 
him? She must say, yes, once again." Whereupon, she 
clasped his neck with her little hands, and with every kiss 
that he gave her, she murmured — "Yes, yes, yes I" 
"Would she be his own dear wife?" "Ah, if she dared. 
She would have no other spouse, no, not even if the emperor 
came himself with all the seven electors. But he must not 
make her more miserable than she was akeady. What 
could they do? he never would be allowed to marry her." 
" He would manage that." Then he pressed her again to his 
heart, with such ardour that the knave behind the door 
grew jealous, and springing up, called out: " If his Highness 
wishes for a dance he must come now." 

When they both entered the hall, her Grace was treading 
a measure with old Ulrich, but he caught sight of them 
directly, and without making a single remark, resigned the 
hand of her Grace to Prince Bogislaus, and excused Mmsel^ 
saying that the noise of the music had made his head 
giddy, and that he must leave the hall for a little. He ran 
dien along the corridor down to the court-yard, from thence 
to the gaUual, and commanded the o^cet fnAi \aa \xws^ 
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along with the executioner and six assistants, to be ready 
to rush into the hall with lighted matches, the moment he 
wayed his hat with the white plumes from the window. 

When he retm'ns, the dance is over, and my gracious 
Lady, suspecting nothing as yet, sits in a comer and fans 
herself. Then Ukich take^ Sidonia in one hand and Prince 
Earnest in the other, brings them up straight before her 
Highness, and asks, if she had herself given permission for 
the Prince and Sidonia to dance together in the hall. Her 
Highness started from her chair when she beheld them, her 
checks glowing with anger, and exclaimed — **What does 
this mean? Have you dared to release Sidonia?" 

lUe. — "Yes; for this noble maiden has been treated 
vprse than a peasant girl by my lady mother.*' 

Bla. — " Oh, wo is me I this is my just punishment for 
having forgotten my Philip so soon, and even consentrug 
to tread a measure in the hall." So she wept, and threw 
herself again upon the seat, covermg her face with both 
hands* 

Now old Ukich began. " So, my young Prince, this is 
the way you keep the admonitions that your father, of 
blessed memory, gave you on his death-bed ! Fyc — shame 
on you I Did you not give your promise also to me, the 
old man before you? Sidonia shall return to her chamber, 
if my word has yet some power in Pomerania. Speak, 
gracious Lady, give the order, and Sidonia shall be carried 
back to her room." 

When Sidonia heard this, she laid her white hand, all 
covered with jewels, upon the old man's arm, and looked 
up at him with beseeching glances, and stroked his beard 
after her manner, crying with tears of anguish : " Spare a 
poor young maiden I I will learn anything you tell me ; I will 
repeat it all on Sunday. Only do not deal so hardly with 
me." But the little hands for once had no effect, nor the 
tears, nor the caresses ; for Ulrich, throwing her off, gave 
her such a slap in the face that she uttered a loud cry and 
fell to the ground. 

If a firebrand had fallen into a barrel o£ %\vxi^Qi^^^"«-»>^^ 
^ could not have caused sl gi'cater explosion lu \\i^ \:^^ ^iXvasv 
that cry; for after a short pause, in >Y\nc\i cverj o\i^ ^X/^^ 



I inMOurt. tbcTO arose from all the noblea, 

" ^ ir'''f'ltrt<'trible war-cry— "JoduW! Jodutel* 

/'■■*' ^(J ^j" »fld tlio cry was re-ochoad till the whole 

.'''""Zjj, t" *^jl llTioever had a dagger or a aword drew 

Wl" W*^ " f^fi" ^'^ "'"'^ "" ^ ^^^"^ °''^' ^"^^ **" 

■f fliiJ ''"i{ s( """^ ^^'^ struck old Ulrich to the heart, 

IVi'i'M "■"";), ^gislans had not sprung on him from behind 

' iflii^ ^^^'eii 1"* "■'^^ Then Joachim vou Bnddo made a 

3flJ ^Ih^ old knight, and wouuded him in the hand. So 

/^i-"? ■** tjjjged his hat from the right hand to the left, and 

'■H top* retreaUng till he conld gain the window, and give 

To proni'^ ^'^" *** ""^ guard, crpng aa he fought his 

' J, backTrard, step by step, " Coma on now — come on, 

Emest Jlnrder the old grey-headed man whom thy 

£^her called friend — murder him, aa thou wilt murder thy 

iBOther this night." 

Then reaching the window, he waved hia hat until the 
aign was answered; then sprang forward again, seized 
Sidonia by the hand, crying: "Ont, harlotl" Hereupon 
young Lord Ernest screamed still louder : " Jodute I Jodnte I 
pown.with the grey-headed villainl What! will not the 
nobles of Pomerania stand by thdr Prince? Down with 
the insolent grey-beard, who has dared to call my princely 
bride a harlotl" And so he tore himself from hia brother's 
grasp, and sprang upon the old man; but her Grace no 
sooner perceived his intention than she rushed between 
them, crying: "Holdl hold! holdl for the sake of God, 
holdl He ia thy second father." And aa the young 
Prince recoiled in hoiTor, she seized Sidonia rapidly, and 
pushing her before Ulriob towards the door, cried: "Oat 
with the accursed harlotl" Bnt Joachim Bndde, who had 
already wounded the grand chamberlain, now aeizing a 
stick from one of the drummers, hit her Grace such a blow 
on the arm therewith, that she had to let go her hold of 
• The learned liave pozzlcil their heads q great deal over the ety- 
mology of this emgnmtical void, vhidi is ideutical in meaning with 
tha tenihU " Zettergachra" of Uie rerurmation era. It is found in 
the Swedish, Gothic, and Low German dialects, and in the Italian 
Godata. One of the best essays »□ the suliject — vhicb, however, 
'Bad< to no rewlt — tlie lover of anti([iiarian reseaiihca will And in 
'in Provincial Papers, vol. v. p. 207. 
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Sidonia. When old Ulrich beheld this, he screamed — 
"Treason I treason!" and rushed upon Budde. But all 
the young nobles, who were now fully armed, surrounded 
the old man, crying:*" Down with him I down with him I" 
In vain he tried to reach a bench from whence he could 
defend himself against his assailants; in a few moments he 
was overpowered by numbers and fell upon the floor. 
Now, indeed, it was all over with him, if the soldatesca 
had not at that instant rushed into the hall with fierce 
shouts, and Master Hansen the executioner, in his long red 
cloak, with six assistants accompanying them. 

♦'Help I help I" cried her Grace; "help for the Lord 
Chamberlain I" 

So they sprang to the centi*e of the hall where he was 
lying, dashed aside his assailants, and lifted up the old man 
from the floor with his hand all bleeding. 

But Joachim Budde, who was seated on the very same 
bench which Ulrich had in vain tried to reach, began to 
mock the old knight. Whereupon Ulrich asked if it were 
he who had struck her Grace with the drumstick. " Ay," 
quoth he, laughing, " and would that she had got more of 
it, for treating that darling, sweet, beautiful Sidonia no better 
than a kitchen wench. Where is the old hag now? I 
■will teach her the catechism with my drumstick, I warrant 
you." 

And he was going to rise, when Ulrich made a sign to 
the executioner, who instantly dropped his red cloak, under 
which he had hitherto, concealed his long sword, and, just 
as Joachim looked up to see what was going on, he whirled 
the sword round like a flash of lightning, and cut Budde's 
head clean off from the shoulders, so that not even a quill of 
his Spanish ruff was disturbed, and the blood spouted up 
like three horse-tails to the ceiling (for he drank so much 
that all the blood was in his head), and down tumbled his 
gay cap, with the heron's plume, to the gi'ound, and his head 
along with it. 

In an instant all was quietness; for though some of the 
ladies fainted, amongst whom was her Grace, and others 
rnshed out of the hall, still there was such a silpnce, that, 
when the corpse fell down at length heaviV^ u^'a. ^^ 
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grooiul, the clap of tbo baiuls and feet opoii die Qoor i 
quite aniUbli!. 

Whun Ulrich obscirud that bis victory wis complete, he 
waved biB hat in the ur, exclaiming: * The princely honss 
of Ponierauia is saTedl and, as long as I live, its honour 
nhall never bo tamiiihcd for the sake of a harlot! Remove 
I'rincc Ernest and Sidonia to Beparate prisons. Let the 
rest go their ways ; — thU devil's festival is at an end, 
nod, with my conecut, there shall never be another in Wol- 



CIIAl'TEIi XIII. 

UOWSIDON[A la SENT AWAV TO STETTIN — ITEM, OF THE TODKI} 
r/Jutfs nANGEROOa ILLfJiaS, AND WHAT HAPPENED IN COM- 
SEItUEHCE. 

Now the Grand Chamberlain was well aware that no good 
would result from having SiUonia brought to a public triik 
because the whole court was on her side. 

Therefore ho called Marcus Bork, her cousin, to him ii 
the night, and bid him take her and her luggage away nei 
morning before break of day, and never stop or stay until 
they reached Duke Barnin'a conrt at Stettin. The wind 
was half-way round now, and before nightfall they might 
reach Oderkruge. Ho would first just write a few linos ta 
bia Highness; and, when Marcus had mad(\ all needful pre- 
paration, let him. come here to his private apartment and 
receive the letter. Ho had selected, him for the bttsinesa 
becanae he was Sidoaia's cousin, and also becauso he was . 
the only yonng man at tbc castle whom the wanton had not 
ensnared iu her toils. 

But that night UWch had reason to know that Sidonia 
and her lovers were dangerous enemies; for jnst as he had 
I'eturDod to his little room, and seated himself down at the 
table, to write to his Grace of Stettin the whole business 
concerning Siibnia, the window was smashed, and a large 
stone came plump down upon the iok-bottle close beside 
him, and stained all the ]>aper. As Ulrich went out to call ] 
tho ^ard, Appolmann, the equeiTy, came running up to hf 
coraplwiiiug that his lordship's t>e-.\utifHl horse was lyi 





^lere in tbe stalilo groaolug like a homtu cresUnre, for tbi 
a wretches had cat itg tail dean o(L 
Die. — " Were any of thegroomsin the aL^lelaidy? or 
^ad he seen any one go by the wioduir?" 

Hie. — "No; it was impossible to sec any cae. un accomi 
r the darkness, bnt he thought he had heard uuae one 
reepiog abng by the wall," 

lUe. — "Let him como then, fetch a liuitent, and imniiwii 
A the grooDiE; he wonlj give it to the knaTci. Uid bo 
urd anything of her Highness recently?" 
Bi& — " A maid told him that her Grace w&s better, and 
d rettfed to rest." 

." Thank God. Xow they might go." 

IS they proceeded along the corridor, which wm iww 

it quite dark, the old knight saddeuly received ssch a 

r upon his hat that the bcaattfol dgrctte was broken, 

d he himself thrown against the wall with such yiolenci^ 

~ 3 Jay a quarter of an honr inseniiible ; then be Bbook 

bia grey head. What could that mean? Ilad Appelmaan 

loen any one? 

Ei& — "Ah! uo; bnt lie thonght he heard st«|)a, as if of 
Ksne one nmning away." 

Bo they went on to the docal stables, bat nothing wu to 
W seen or heard. The grooms knew nothing about C~ 
Battra' — the gnard knew nothing. Then the ol<l koii^ 
afnented over his beaatifol horse, and told AppelniMiB 
tide next moroiag, with ILtrcns Bork and Sijonia, to t 
Dnke^ cattle at Stettin, and poi'chasc the {Hebald mare fi 
1, from his Grace, abont which they had been b 
le time hack; bat he most keep ail this secret, for t 
■jooDg nobles were to know nothing of the Jooniey. 

Ah, what fine fun lliis is for the canning rogue. ■• ir ma 
Ijordghip would only give him the pnrse, he wonld bring him 
back a far finer horso than that which some knaves had itt- 

Whercupon the old knight went down to reckon cot j 
itie roae-nobies— but, lot a stone comes whiezmg past h' 
t to hiij head, so that, if it bad touched him, methii 
old man would never have spokfn a word more, 
ehart, wherever he goes, or stops, or stands, 6toiie»_< 
boHcts are rained down upon liim, ao th&\. W^*a\ft « 
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guard to accompany him back to his chamber; but he lays 
the saddle on the right horse at last, as you shall hear in 
another place. 

After some hours everything became quiet in the castle, 
for the knaves were glad enough to sleep off their drunken- 
ness. And so! early in the morning before dawn, while 
they were all snoring in their beds, Sidonia was carried off, 
scream as she would, along the corridor, and even before 
the young knight's chamber; not a soul heard her. For 
she had not been brought to the prison tower, as at first 
commanded, but to her own little chamber, likewise the 
young lord to his; for the grand chamberlain thought 
afiberwai'ds this proceeding would not cause such scandal. 

But there truly was great grief in the castle when they 
all rose, and the cry was heard that Sidonia was gone ; and 
some of the murderous lords threatened to make the old 
man pay with his blood for it. Item ; no sooner was it 
day than Dr. Gerschovius ran in crying, that some of the 
young profligates had broken all his windows the night 
before, and turned a goat into the Rectory, with the 
catechism of his dear and learned brother tied round his 
neck. 

Then old Ulrich's anger increased mightily, as might be 
imagined, and he brought the priest with him jto the 
Duchess, who had got but little rest that night, and was 
busily turning her wheel with the little clock-work, and 
singing to it, in a loud clear voice, that beautiful psalm 
{120th) — "In deep distress I oft have cried." She paused 
when they entered, and began to weep. "Was it not all 
prophesied? Why had she been persuaded to throw off 
her mourning, and slight the memory of her loved Philip? 
It was for this the wrath of God had come upon her house ; 
for assuredly the Lord would avenge the innocent blood that 
had been shed." 

Then Ulrich answered that, as her Grace knew, he had 
earnestly opposed this festival ; but as to what regarded the 
traitor whose head he had chopped off, he was ready to 
answer for that blood, not only to man but before God. 
For had not the coward struck his own sovereign lady 
tlie Fnncesa with the drumistick? ll«ni\ ^aa\ia-\iQ\. m V)aa 



SIDONIA THE SORCERESS. 109 

act of rising to repeat the blow, as the whole nobility are 
aware, only he lost his head by the way ; and if this had 
not been done all order and government must have ceased 
throughout the land, and the mice and the rats rule the cats, 
which was against the order of nature and contrary to God's 
will. But his gracious Lady might take consolation, for 
Sidonia had been carried from the castle that morning by 
four of the clock, and, by God's grace, never should set 
foot in it again. But there was another gravamen^ and 
that concerned the young nobles, who no doubt Mronld be- 
come more daring after the events of last evening. Then 
he related what had happened to the priest. "Item : what did 
my gracious Lady mean to do with those drunken libertmes? 
If her Grace had kept up the huntings and the fishings, as 
in the days of good Duke Philip, mayhap the young men 
would have been less given to debauchery; but her Grace 
kept an idle house, and they had nothmg to do but drink 
and brew mischief. If her Grace had no fitting employ- 
ment for these young fellows, then he would pack them 
all oif to the devil, the very next morning, for they 
brought nothmg but disrespect upon the prmcely house of 
Wolgast." 

So her Grace rejoiced over Sidonia's departure, but 
could not consent to send away the young knights. Her 
beloved husband and lord, Philippus Primus, always kept a 
retinue of such young nobles, and all the princely courts 
did the same. What would her cousin of Brandenburg and 
Mecklenburg say, when they heard that she had no longer 
knights or pages at her court? She feared her princely 
name would be mentioned with disrespect. 

So Ulrich replied, that at all events, this set of young 
boisterers must be sent off, as they had gi'own too wild and 
licentious to be endured any longer; and that he would 
select a new retinue for her Grace, from the discreetest and 
most sober-minded young knights of the court. Marcus 
Bork, however, might remain; he was true, loyal, and bravo 
— ^not a wine-bibber and profligate like the others. 

So her Grace at last consented, sedii^ AiJc^aX. ^^ ^'s*^^ 
would come of these yoxmg men now ; on l\i(i ciOiAx^Yj'*^'^^! 
would be more daring and riotoua than eves i^Qi^ ic^^^^^ 
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when they found that Sidonia had been sent away; and 
that business of the window-smashmg and " the goat 
demanded severe punishment. So let Uhich look out for 
a new household; these gay libertines would be sent away. 

While she was speaking, the door opened, and Prince 
Ernest entered the chamber, looking so pale. and haggard, 
that her Grace clasped her hands together, and asked him, 
with terror, what had happened. 

Ille — "Did she ask what had happened, when all 
Pomerania rung with it? — when nobles were beheaded 
before her face, as if they were nothing more than beggars* 
brats? — when the delicate and high-bom Lady Sidonia, 
who had been entrusted to her care by Duke Bamim him- 
self, was turned out of the castle in the middle of the night, 
as if she were a street-girl, because, forsooth, she would not 
learp her catechism ? The world would scarcely credit such 
scandalous acts, and yet they were all true. But to-morrow 
(if this weakness which had come over him allowed of it) 
he would set off for Stettin, also to Berlin and Schwerin, 
and tell the princes there, his cousins, what government they 
held in Wolgast. He would soon be twenty, and would 
then take matters into his own hands ; and he would pray 
his guardian and dear uncle, Duke Bamim, to pronounce 
him at once of age; then the devil might take Ulrich 
and his government, but he would rale the castle his own 
way.'* 

Her Grace "But what did he complain of? What ailed 

him? She must know this first, for he was looking as pale 
as a corpse." 

Ille "Did she not know, then, what ailed him? Well, 

since he must tell her, it was anger — anger that made him 
so pale and weak." 

Her Grace. — "Anger, was it? Anger, because the false 
wanton, Sidonia, had been removed by her orders from her 
princely castle? Ah I she knew now what the wanton had 
come there for; but would he kill his mother? She nearly 
sank upon the ground last night, when he called the impu- 
dent wench his bride. But she forgave him ; it must have 
been the wine he drank made him so forget himself; or was 
Impossible that be spoko in eatncst'i^'* 
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Hie (sighing). — "Tho fotnre ivill tell that." 
"Cftl woe is mel what must I live to hear? If tliy 
'^llilier eonid look up from his grave, and see thee disEraang 
tky princely blood by a marriage with a bower-maideiil — 
'lea tnutoroas, disobedient son, do not lie to me. I koow 
(Kb thy aighg what thy pTirpoae ia — for thia thou art going 
I Stettin and Berlin." 
The prince ia silent, aud looks down upon the ground. 
Her Grace — "Oh, ahame on theel shame on thee for tho 
ike of thy mother! shame on thee for the sake of this ser- 
int of God, thy second father, this old man here! Whatl 
Tite knave strike thy mother, before the face of all the 
uart, and thon condemnest him because he aTOnged her I 
uly thon art a fine brave son, to let thy mother be straek 
tfoie thy face, for the aake of a harlot. Canst thon deny 
.? I conjm^ thee by the living God, tell me is it thy triw 
lee to take this harlot to thy wife?" 

■ He could give but one answer; the future 



Her Grace (we<?piug) — "Oh, she was reserved for 

dsfortnnest Why did Doctor Martinus let her ring fall? 

I, all has followed trom that! If he had chosen a good, 

inmble, honest girl, she would say nothing; but this wan- 

I, this light maiden, that ran after every carl and let them 

rtherl" 

lere the young prince was seized with snch violent con- 
ons that he fell upon the floor, and her Grace nused 
» vp with loud lamentations. He was carried in a dead 
It to las chamber, and the court physician. Dr. PomioS, 
■y summoned. Doctor Pomins was a pompons littlo 
Q ((ot ray father knew him well), dry and smart in his 
Words, and with a face like a pair of nutcrackers, for his 
t teeth were gone, so that his lips seem dried on his 
', like the sklu of a mummy. He was withal too self- 
ponceitcd, and boastful, and malicious, full of gossip and ill- 
hatora, and running down every one that did not believe 
Ihat he (Doctor Pomius) was the only learned physician iu 
Bie world. Following the celebrated rules laid down by 
rheophrastus Paracelsus, he cared eveiything with traah- 
^^"~3 asses' dung was his infallible pauacea. to sawrao^ 



an ^^ 
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This pharmacopoeia was ceitainly extremely simple, easily 
obtained, and universal in its application. If the dung suc- 
ceeded, the doctor drew himself np, tossed his head, and 
exclaimed: "What Doctor Pomios orders always succeeds." 
But if the wretched patient slipped out of his hands into the 
other world, he shook his head and said: "There is an hour 
for every man to die; of course his had come — ^phyiucians 
can not work miracles." 

Pomins hated every other doctor in the town, and abused 
them so for their ignorance and stupidity, that finally her 
Grace believed that no jone in the world knew anything but 
Dr. Pomius, and that a vast amount of profound knowledge 
was expressed, if he only put his finger to the end of his 
nose, as was his habit. 

So, as I have said, she summoned him to attend the 
young lord; and, after feeling his pulse and asking some 
questions respecting his general health, the doctor laid luB 
finger, as usual, to his nose, and pronounced solemnly:— 
" The young prince must immediately take a dose of asses* 
dung stewed in wme, with a little of the laudanum para- 
cdst poured in afterwards — ^tbis will restore him certainly.*' 

But it was all in vain; for the young prince still conti- 
nued day and night calling for Sidonia, and neither the 
Duchess nor Doctor Gerschovius could in any wise comfort 
him. This afflicted her Grace almost to the death ; and, by 
Ulrich's advice, she despatched her second son, Duke Bar- 
nim the younger, and Dagobert von Schwerin to the court 
of Brunswiclc, to solicit in her name the hand of the young 
Princess Sophia Hedwig, for her son Ernest Ludovicus. 
Now, in the whole kingdom, there was no more beautiful 
princess than Sophia of Bninswick; and her Grace was filled 
with hope that, by her means, the influence of the detestable 
Sidonia over the heart of the young lord would be destroyed 
for ever. 

In due time the ambassadors returned, with the most 
favourable answer. Father, mother, and daughter all gave 
consent ; and the Duke of Brunswick also forwarded, by their 
hands, an exquisite miniature of his beautiful daughter for 
Prince Ernest. 

TIjIs miaiaturG her Grace no^ \i\m^ xi^Xi^^vaa \i\^ \i^ 
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''onid lie not look nt the beautiful bride Ehe bad selected 
him? conld tbere be a more lovely face in all the Ger- 
1 nnpire? "Wbat was Sidonia, beside ber, but a mde 
Biiti7 gtrll — would be not give bcr up at last, this Ught 
Bidi? While, OQ the contrary, this illustrious prmcess 
a as virtuous as ebe was beautiful, and tliia the whola 
irt of Uruuswick could teatify. 

BqE tliB young lord would give no heed to her Grace, and 
it out at the picture, aud cried to take away the daub — 
t the fire with it — anywhere out of his sigbt. Unleas his 
IT, his beiButiful Sidonia came to teud bim, be would die, 
lie felt that he was dyinj;. 

3o ber (jrace took couusel with old Uh'Jch, aud Doctor \ 
Bios, and the priest, what could be done now. The doc- i 
moutioned that he must have boeu wicch-atruck. Then | 
re doctors were sent for trom the Grypswald, but all w 
TOO — no ono knew what ailed liim; and from day to day , 

Clara von Dewitz now bitterly reproached herself, for 
ting concealed ber Eni^picions abont tbe love-drmk from 
r Grace— 'though indeed she did bo by deisiro of her be- 
', Marcus Bork — but now, seeing that tbe young 
a lay absolutely at the point of death, she could no 
r bold her peace, but, throwing herself on her kueea 
B her Grace, told her tbe whole story of the witch-girl, 
n ahe had sheltered in the caatle, and of ber fears that 
aia had learned from her how to brew a love philtre, 
h she bad afterwards given to the Prince. 
.Her Grace was sore displeased with Clara for having kept 
this a secret; aud said that she would have e:x.pected 
e wisdom and discretiou from kei; seeing that she bad 
a counted her the most worthy amongst ber maidens; 
a she Buniraoned Ujricb, and laid the evil matter before 
n. He shook his head ; believed that they bad hit on the 
te cause uoiv. Such a sickness hod nothing uatural about 
—there must be magic and witchwork in it ; bnt he would 
iTe the whole laud searched for the girl, aud make her 
ve the young lord some potion that would take off the 

Now the witch- girl had been pai'duTUid a Icvj i*'3s>N>'i'5W 
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thttt and scat bttck to Uadom, near DiLber; but baJliSs wen 
now seni in all directions to amat bei*, aa<l bring her igm 
W Wolgast without delay. 

So the wretcbeJ creature was diECovered, before long, ill 
Kmge, near Mabhow, where she had hired herself u 1 
spinoei' for the winter, and brought before Ulricb and hO' 
Grace. Slie vas there axlmonL^hed to tell the whole ttndu 
bat pertdsttid in asseverating that Sidonia had never leamet 
from her how to make a lovo-drink. Her statement, ho*- 
ovor, was not believed ; and Master Hansen was suuimonodi. 
to try and make her speak more. The affaii', indeed, aif- 
jieared so serious to Uk'ieh, that he himself Etoud bj wliUa 
she was nndorgoing the torture, and carried on the prol»- 
collum, calling ont lo Master llanscu occosJuDalJy uot t^ 
spare his aqaeezea. But though the blood burat from ' 
finger-ends, and her hip was put oat of joint, bo that akl 
limped over after, slie confessed nothing more, nor did dt 
alter the statement which she had first made. 

Item Her Grace, and the prieet, and alt the bjstmjtej 

exhorted her in v^u to confess the truth (for her GtH 
was present at the tortare). At last she cried out, '^ Vii 
I know something that wHI cure him I Slercy! iaert>f| 
and I will tell it." i 

So they nubound her, and she was goiug straightway td 
moke her witch-potion, but old Uhich changed his rollUK 
Who could know whether this devil's fiend was telling tiutt 
the truth? May he she would kill the young lord, in p^uM 
of caring him. So they gave her another stretch upon tfas 
rack, but as she still held by all her asseitions, tltey 
spared her any fuither tortnre. 

But, in my opinion, the young loiil mast have obtalB«4 
something from her, otherwise he could not have recovered 
all at once, tho moment that Sidouia was brought back, u 
I shall afterwards relate. 

Sum totaL — The young Prmce screamed day and uighl 
for Sidonia, and told her Grace that he now f«lt ha yna. 
dying, and requested, as his lost prayer npon this earth, U 
be iJJowed to see her ouco mora. ITw maiden was tn 
angel of goodneas ; and if she could but close his dyiug vyta, 
he would die happy. 



SIDOMI& I'llU SUllCMtESS. 

It can be eattily imagincJ witti wh&t bumuur her Gra 
itaned to Bticii a. request, for she 1iat«d Sidonia like Satan 1 
hut aa nothing ehe could satisfy him, she pronuBad 1 
send for her, if Priuco Erocst would solemnly Biroar, bjc , 
i COipsc of 4ii3 faLher, that ha would uever wod her, t 
some priac«3S Ibr his biidc, as be£tted his exalted 
Princess Hedwig, or some other — as soou as he 
jtad recovered guilicteutly to bo able to qmt his bed. So he 
qidckly stretched forth his thin, white hand from the bed, 
'Wd fffomised his dearly beloved mother to do all iba had 
kfid, if she would bnly scud horsemen instuntjy to Stettin, 
r tho journey by water was iusccure, and might bo tediaas 
di6 wind were not favourable. 

Hereupon u great rumour nrose in the castle ; and young 
du Bogislaoa fell into such a. rage that ho took hb way 
idc again to Camyn, and his yomiger bmtlior, Bamim, 
companicd bim. But the anger of the gi-and chamber^ 
in no words can expresi^ He told hei' Grace, in good 
terms, that slie would be the mock of the whole land, 
le messengers had only just returned, who had oarried 
nray Sidonia from the castle under tho greatest disgrace; 
' now, forsooth, they must ride back agfun to bring her 

with all honour. 
" Oh. it was all true, quite true; but then if bcr dcaretf'l 
a Ernest were to die — " 

lUc. — " Let him die. Butter lose his lif^ than 1 
nottf." 

Hac, — " He would not peril hia hononr, for he had sworn 
'le corpse of his father never to wed Sidonia." 
B. — "Ay, he was qnick enough in promising, but per- 
bntiing was a different thing. Did her Graue think t' 
lie pftssion of a man could he controlled by promises, a. 
lame horao by a bridle? Never, never, raasiou waj 
rild horse, that no bit, or bridle, or curb, could guide, a 
woaid assuredly caiTy his rider to the devil." 
Her Graca — " Still she could not give up her eon t 
I, ho would repent and see his folly. 
's word tell us how the prodigal sou returned to li 
ther, aud would not her son return likewise?'' 
lUo. — "Ay, whcuho haskept swine. MUttioaXte^ 
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Ufe." 

Her Grace (weeping) — " Ha waa too harali on the young 
mait. Had she not sent away the girl at his commauiJi 
wid now he woolil let her own child die before her eyes, 
witbODt hope or consoktion?" 

lUe. — " But if her child is indeed dying;, would she send 
for the devil to attend him in his last moments? Htf 
Grace should be more consistent If the young lord is 
dying, let him die; her Grace has othef children, and God 
will know how to comfort her. Had be not been afflicted 
himself? and lot her ask Dr. Gerschovius if the Lord hul 
not spoken peace onto him." 

Her Grace. — "Ah, tme; bnt then neither of them s 
mothers. Her son is asking every moment if the mesaengeu 
have deparled, and what shall she answer him ? She caji 
lie, hot must tell the whole bitter truth." 

Hie. — "He saw the time had come at last for him to fill- ' 
low the young princes. He was of no use here any longsu 
Her Grace must give him permission to take his leave, tat 
he would sail off that very day for his castle at SpanticoiTj ■ 
and then she might do as she pleased respecting the yoni^; 
lord." 

So her Grace besought him not to leave her in her sora 
trouble and perplexity^ Her two sons had sailed away, and 
there was no one left to advise and comfort her. 

But Ulrich was inflexible. "She must either allow her 
sou quietly to leave this miserable life, or allow him to leave 
this miserable court service." 

" Then let him go to Spanticow. Her son should be saved. 
She wotdd answer before the throne of the Almighty for 
what she did. Bnt would he not promise to return, if ^ho 
stood in any great need or danger? for she felt that both 
wcro before her; alill ahe most peril everything to save 
her chilli." 

Ble. — "Yes, he would bo ready on her slightest summons; 
and he doubted not but that Sidonia would soon give her 
troable and sorrow enouglu But he could not remain now, 
without breaking his knightly oath to Duke Philip, his 



deceAScd feudal seigneur of blesseil memory, anil stBHiling 
efore the couii iinii the world as a fool." 

So after many tears lier Grace gavo Iiim his dismissal, 
~ 1 he rode that same day to Spantlcow, promisiDg to 
im if she were in need, and also to send her a nei 
inue and household immediately. 
This last arrangement displeased Marcns Bork mlghti 
t>p lie had many fjrlecds amongst the knights who 

to be dismissed, and so he too prayed her Grace for' 
nvs to resign his ofiice and retire from court. He had 
mg looked npon Clara von Dewitz with a holy Christian 
tn, and if her Grace permitted he would now take lier 
ome as his dear loTing wife. 
Her Grace replied tliat she had long Buspectcd thia 
iMtrothal — particularly from the thne that Clara told hec 
F his advice respecting the concealment of the witch-girl's 
wt to Sidonia; and aa be had acted wrongly in that busi- 
less, he most now make amends by not deserting her In her 
peat«st need. Her sons and oM Ulrich had already left 
is, Bome one must remab in whom she could place confi.- 
ence. It would be time enough afterwards to bring home 
is beloved wife Clara, and she wonld wish thera God's 
leseing on their union. 

Hie. — "True, he had been wrong in concealing that bnsi- 
U3 with the witch-girl, hnt her Grace must pardon him. 
le never thought it would bring the young lord to hia 
ying bed. Whatever her Grace now commanded he 
irinild yield obedience to." 

" Then," asud her Grace, " do you and Appelmann mountf 
ar horses instantly, ride to Stettin, and brhig back 
Sidouia. For her dearly-beloved son had sworn that he 
ould not die easy unless he beheld Sidonla once more, and 
hat ahe attended him in his last moments.^' 

It may be easily imagined how the good knight endea- 
voured to dissuade her Highness from this course, and even 
spoke to the young Prince himself, but m vain. That same 
day he and Appelmann were obliged to set off for Stettlu, 

tt their arrival presented the following let 
Duke Bamim: — 
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■■Babi*. sX Tint uuACK or G<ii'. jior:< Duchkssof Saxojtt, Ii 

" lu.i-»rwi<»ui rnmei utm wr ukah Usoi*, — It hu not h 
MnwiiVwl rraiu j^tut HIi;)inas haw our rlriir wn, Krotst Ludarfeiu, 1 
itae* tlM ditatlurd at ffiikuiia. has fillEn, by llie pomusinn of Oai, I 
Inhi «urft a ««.• "T bodfly bwiIuium tliat hra lifc c ■ ■ ■ 

Jm|<4rlr 

" !■ i'linswill tMtoro Mm but to soe Si 

oiir>' ' iK-nt Tonr Higjuwut. alter Kdmon 

tbc .: t upon licT rarmit light and a 

brfi.ii ■ ■ ill our mcssenKOis, ttiftl thcj- m 

ami ,1'.' J - 1...I i.1 our rtenrl; belovat Bon. 

" If V..L1; Hii.-lmias Troulil nnjty n hunt nr a fishing willi n 

" U'l' toimni'iid jou lovingly to God's holy kosping. 

" Given fmiii out C'aMlc of Wolgairt^ Ihia Fridii)', April lu, I5«[ 
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When Ills Iliglincsa of Plettia had finislied tlie pert 
her Grace's letter, he laughed loudly, and esclaimed— 

"Thia comes of all their piety and preaching?, 
wen what this extravagant holbiesB would make of m 
consin and old Ulricli. -If people would persist ii 
wosdcrfliliy religions, they would goon become as hoi 
old cabbage head; and Sidonin declared, that, for h 
a hnndred liorecs should not dmg her back to V 
Wiere she had been ledm^d and insulted, and all l 
ulio wonld cot learn her catechism, like a little i 
prL 

Nor would Otto Hork liear of her rctarnbg, (Ha ww 
waiting at Stettin to conduct her back to Sframehl.) At 
last, however, he promised to consent, on condition that his 
Highness would grant him tlie dues on the .lona. 

Now the Duke knew rinht well that Otto wanted to 
Hvengc himself upon the people of Stargard, with whom he 
inn 8t enmity; but he pretended not to observe the cun- 
ning knight's motives, and merely replied. — 

"They must talk of the matter at Wolgnst, fi>r nothing 
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,Id be (icciJeil upon without haviDg the opiDlon of hia 

tho Duchepa." 
So the knight taking this ns a half-promiap. anil SidoniJ 
_ at last consented, Ihey all set off on Friday with ^ 
soath wiod in their farour, and by that same eve 
■B landed by the little water-gnta at Wolgast. 
ibncsa was reoiivcd with distinguished hanaorg — the ten 
;ht3 of her Grace's new boiwchold being in waiting to 
jeira him, aa he stepped on shore. 
So ihey proceeded to tho caatie. the Duke having Sidona 
oa end arin, and a Cain under the other, which ho 1; 
BB carving during the passage, for the Eve bad long si 
SB finished. Otto followed, and all the people when they 
Sidonia, nttered loud erica of joy that tlicdear yonng 
It had come back to them. 

Jiaa increaBed her arrogance, bo that when her Grace 
bCT, and be^an a godly admonishment npon her 
iirt levities, and conjarcd her to lead a modest devont life 
a the ftitnre, Sidonia replied indiscreetly — " She knew not 
rliAt her Grace and her parson meant by a modeat devont 
fa, axcept it were Seaming the catechism of Doctor Ger- 
;. from sach modesty and devontnesa she begged to 
a excnaed, she was no little school-girl now — aha thonght 
ec Qraoe hid got rid of all her whims and caprices, by 
eiidiag for her, after having tnmed her ont of the caatie 
ndUtODt any cause whatever — but it was all the old thing 
w again." 

Her Grace colonrod up with anger at this bitter speech. 

It held her peace; then Otto addressed her, and begged 

Mve to ask her Grace what kind of onler vroB held at her 

otrt, where a priest was allowed to slap tho fingers of a 

citAe yonng maiden, and a chamberlain to smite her on the 

lea? Had he known that such were the nsagea at her 

■t of Wolgaat, the Lady Sidonia (such be delighted to 

her, aa though she were of princely race) never shonldH 

Iiave entered it, and he would now instantly take her b 

to Stramohl, if her Grace wonUl not consent to give him 

tii6 does on the Jena. 

, Sow her Grace knew nothing abont the daee, and ll"* 

'iJM said, turning to the Dnke — '^Daai UxigVi,''*^'**' *' 
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this nrrogaiit knave mean? I do not compreheni 
insolent apeeoh." Hereupon Otto chafed with rage, 
bor Grace had named him with sach contempt, 
" Then was yoac husband a knave, too 1 for my blood 
noble and nobler than yotu- own, and I am lord of 
and landa. Come, my daughter; let us leaye the rol 
den, or mayhap thy father will bo struck even as thou 

Now her Grace knew not what to do, and she h 
loudly — more particularly, because at this moment a i 
arrii^ from Prince Ernest, praying her for God's _ 

bring Sidonia to him, as he understood that she had been 
iu the castle now n full quarter of an hour. Then old Otto 
laughed londly, took his daughter by the hand, and oied 
again: "Como — let na leave this robber hole. Conw, 
Sidonial" 

This pinnged her Grace into despair, and she cscl^med 
in anguish — " Will yon not have pity on my dying child!'' 
but Otto continued, "Come, Sidonial come, Sidonial" andnt.i 
drew her by the hand. 

Here Duke Barnim rose up and acud: " Sir Koighti to 
not so obstinate. Rememlier it is a sorrowing mother' 
who entreats yoo. Is it not true, Sidonia, yon will remain. 

Then the cunning hypocrite lifted her kerchief to her 
eyes, and replied, "■ If I did not know the catechism of 
Doctor Gersehovius, yet I know God's word, and how tHe 
Saviour said, ' I was sick and ye visited me,' and Jamea 
also says: 'The prayer of faith shall save the sick.' No, 
I will not let this poor young lord die, if my visit and my 
prayer can help him." 

"No, no," exclaimed Otto, "thou shall not remain, 
ttnlesB the dues of the Jeua be given up to me." And as at 
this moment another page arrived from Prince Ernest, with 
n similar urgent request for Sidonia to come to him, her 
Grace replied quickly, "I promise all tliat you desire," with- 
out knowing what she was granting; so the knight s^d he 
was content, and let go his daughter's hand. 

Now the good town of Stargard would have been ruined 
for ever by this reveogefal man, if hia treacherous designa 
had not been defeated (as we shall see presently) by his own 
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lerrible Upalli. lie had long felt a bitter liatred to thft^ 
iple of Stargaril, becanse at one time they had leagued 
I the Greifenber^rs and the Duke of Poroerania to 
town of Straniehl, in order to avenge an insnlt 
d offered to the old burgomaster Jacob Appelmann, 
r of the chief cquony, Johaun Appelmann. In return 
"i outrage, Otto determined, if poaeible, to get the 
I of the dues of the Jena into his own hands, and 
a the Stargardians brought their goods and prOTisions 
' B Jena, and from thence prepared to enter the river 
^ he would force them to pay such exorbitant duty upon 
thing, that the merchants and the people, in short the 
Wwboi& town would be ruined, for their whole subsistence and 
lurchandise came by these two rivers, and all this was 
merely to gratiiy his revenge, but the jnst God graeionaly 
jbirned away the evil A-om the good town, and let it ' " 
^qxiD Otto^B awn head, as we shall relate 



d let it fall,^J 

its propet^^l 

liter's hanil^'^^^l 
ionia to the ^^B 



So, when the old knight had let go his daughter's handi" 
her Grace seized it, and went instantly with Sidonia to 
Camber of the yonng lord — all the others following, and 
here a moving scene was witnessed, ibr as they entered, 
I'^iscc Ernest extended his tiiin pale ha,nds towards Sidonia, 
ICXdaJming — " Sidonia, ah, dearest Sidonia, have yon come 
tt last to nursetcnd me?" then he took her little hand, 
kissed it, and bedewed it with his teai-s, still repeating, 
^ Sidonia, dearest Sidonia, have you come to 

So the artful hypocrite began to weep, and said- 
my gracions I'riuce, I have cotue to yon, although y 
.priest struck me on the fingers, and jonr mother and old 
Ulrich called me a harlot, before all the court, and lastly, 
turned me ont of the castle by night, aa if I had been a. 
■wine-herd, but I have not the heart to let your Hlghneaa 
Bi^er, if my poor prayers and help can abate your sickness, 
therefore let them strike me, and call me a harlot agdn. If 
Ihey wish." 

This so melted the heart of my gracious Prince Emest, 

that he cried out, " Oh, Sitlonia, angel of goodness, gi'"' 

one kiss, bat one little kiss upon my iqqu'Sq, SAs ' 



nursetend ^^W 

ugh j-on^^^H 

■ and old ^^^ 
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bend down to me — ^but one, one kissl" Her Grace was 
dreadfallj scandalized at snch a speech, and said, he onght 
to be ashamed of such words. Did he not remember what 
he had sworn by the corpse of his father at St. Peter^'a? 
But old Duke Bamim cried out, laughing — " Give him a 
kiss, Sidonia; that is the best plaster for his wounds, ' a kiss 
in honour brings no dishonour,' says the proverb." 

However, Sidonia still hesitated, and bending down to 
the young man said : " W«t, gracious Prince, until we are 
alone." 

If the Duchess had been angry before, what was it to 
her rage now — " Alone! she would take good care they were 
never to be alone 1" 

Otto took no notice of this speech, probably because he 
saw that matters were progressing much to his liking, 
between the Prince and his daughter, but Duke Barnim 
exclaimed, " How now, dearest cousin, are you going to 
spoil all by your prudery? You brought the girl here to 
cure him, and what other answer could she give? Bend 
thee down, Sidonia, and give him one little kiss upon the 
lips — I, the Prince, command thee; and see thou need'st not 
be ashamed, for I will set thee an example with his mother. 
Come, dear cousin, put off that sour face and give me a good 
hearty kiss; your son will get well the sooner for it:" but as 
he attempted to seize hold of her Grace, she cried out, and 
lifted up her hands to Heaven lamenting in a loud voice — 
" Ok, evil and wicked world I may God release me from this 
wicked world, and lay me down this day beside my Philip 
in the gravel" Then weeping and wringing her hands, 
she left the chamber, while the old knight, and — Grod 
forgive him I — even Duke Barnim looked after her, laughing. 

" Come, Otto," said his Grace, " let us go too, and leave 
this pair alone; I must try and pacify my dear consul." 
So they left the room, and on the way Otto opened his 
mind to the Duke about this love matter, and asked his 
Grace would he consent to the union, if Prince Ernest, on 
his recovery, made honourable proposals for his daughter 
Sidonia. 

But his Grace was right crafty, and merely answered — 
T/me enough to settle that, Otto, -wlaeiiYi^v^T^^itt^et^XOTLX, 
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bmabihed three piiges to watch them both. 
Otto had noiv changed his tone, and instead of retorting,. 
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lethinks joa will have some tronblo with his mother auksV 
n are more civil to her; so if yon desira her favonr, hear 
nself more hnmbl}', I advise }'on, as befits a aabject." 
This the knight promised, and the oonrersation ccaseil, 
■ thoy came np with the Duchess jnst then, wlio 
dli^g for them in the grand corridor. No sooner did 
lewTe that Sidonia was not with thorn, than she cned 01 
IB alone with the maiden]" and iastantl< 



I ber Grace for the praiseworthy and Christiao 

a took of hia danghter. Ho did not believe this at Grst, 

It now he saw it with his own eyes. Ala^ it was too 

ae, the world was daily gromng worse and worse^ and 

tlw devil hannted ns with his temptations, like onr own 

aril and blood. Tlien he sighed and kissed her hand, and 

nyeA her Grace to pardon, him hia former bolil langai^ 

-bnt in trath lie had felt diaploaacd at first to see her 

) 90 harsh to Sidonia, when evoiy one else at thfl 

6 roeeived her with raptare, hnt ho saw now that she 

jr meant kindly and motherly hy the girl. 

fben the Dnke asked her pardon for bis little jest about 

* 4 kissing. She knew well thnt bo meant no harm; and 

» that it was not in his nature to endare any mclanoholy 

t tamanlable faces aronnd him. 

So her Grace waa rccouciled to both, and when the Dnlce 

■onotinced that ho and tlie knight proposed visiting Barth* 

od Eldeoa, from whence they wonid return in a few days, 

a take their leave of her, she said that if her dearest son 

it grew any better, she would have a grand baiiue in 

IT of his Highness Duke Baroim, upon their return. 

Accordingly, after havbg amosed themselves for a little. 

Sshmg frith the tame sea-gull, the Dnke and Otto rode 

HWay. and her Grace went to the chamber of the yonag 

prince, to keep watch there during the night. She wonId 

"ingly have dismissed Sidonia, but he (orhade her; 

^donia herself declared that she would watch day 

t by the bedside of tho young lord. So she sat 

■ Barlh, a little lawn; ^ml El.lcp,< was h 

lowed tvnvaiit iie»r Grrir^nlLi. 
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whole night by lib bed, lioldbg his bftnit in hers. Mid tdU 
him alwnt her jonmyj-, nnd how shainefnily fhe h&d beai 
tniucgleil away.ont of the castle by old lUrich, becaoae ^ 
wnnlil not leant the catechism, and of her augaisfa wbett 
the messenger? arrived, and told of their jonng lorft 
illneM. She was qnite certain Ulrich mnst have pyta 
him fomatbing to cause it, as a pnmshiDcnt for havuig 
released Iter from prison, for if he could Etrike.a maideo, it 
was not snrprisiDg that he wonld iujare even hia fatnre 
reigning Prince to gratify his malice. It was well the oU 
malignant creatnre was away now, as she wrs told, and if 
liis flrftce did right he wonld play him a trick in return, 
and set fire to his castle at Spantikow aa soou as he wa» 
able to move. 

Her Grace endured all this iil silence, for her dear son'e 
sake, though in troth her anger was terrible. The yoong 
lord, liDwever, grew better rapidly, nnd the following dif 
was even able to creep ont of bed, for a coaple of hours, to 
tOQCh the Inte. And he taught Sidonla all, and placed iat 
little fingers himself on the strings, that she might leant, 
the better. Then, for the first time, he called for some- 
tiling to eat, and after that fell into a profound sleep which 
lasted forty-eight hours. During this time he lay fiks 
one dead, and her Grace would have tried to awaken bim, 
but the physician prevented her. At length, when ho 
awoke, be cried out loudly, £rst for Sidonia, and then for 
some food. 

At last, to the great joy of her Grace, he was able, on 
the fourth day, to walk in the caatle garden, and arranged 
to attend the hunt with his dear nncle upon his return to 
Wolgast. The Dnke, on liis aiTival, rejoiced greatly to 
find the young lord so well, and said with his usual gay 
manner, "Come here, Sidonia; I have been rather nn- 
well OU the journey: come here and give me a kiss too, 
to make mo better;" and Kidonia complied. AVherenpon, 
her Grace looked uousnally sour, but said nothing, for fear 
of disturbing the general jay. Indeed the whole castle was 
in a state of jubilee, and her Grace promised that she and 
lier ladies would attend the hunt on the following day. 

About this time the castle was troubled l\v a slrangu 



I a pparition — uo other than the spectre of tbn serpent^ 
Bight, who bad been drowDed some time preTJously. I( 
ras reported that every night the ghost entered the castle 
\j Ihe Kttle water-gate, thoagfi it waa kept barred and 
lilted, trayerEcd the whole length of tho corridor, and si 

into the earth, jnst over the place where the dag) 
acnes and alcighs were 1Eep^ 

Everjr one fled ia terror before the ghost, and scarcelj? 
liaeqtieDet could be found to keep the night watch. 
JuU this spectre betokened shall be related farther on ii 
ia Uttle history, but at preaent I moEt ^ve an accoaut of 
t grand battue which took place according to her 
Brace'a orders, and of what befell there. ~ 
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'Xmz pTeparatious for the' hunt commenced early i 

KBiiing, and tho knights and nobles assembled in the 
lull of fishes (so called because the walla were painted with 
' tiona of all the fishes that are indigenous to 
i). Here a superb breakfast was seired, and 
' water in finger-basins of silver, to each of 
princely personages. Then costly wines were handed 
id, and Duke Bamim having filled to the brim a cup, 
bearing tho Pomeranian arms, rose up and said, " (Jive 
notice to the warder at St. Peter's." And immediately, as 
the great bell of the town rang out, and resounded tbroagh 
,tbe castle and all over the town, his Grace gave the health 

if Prince Ernest, who pledged him in return. Afterwarda • 
^ ' _ all descended to the court-yard, and bis Grace entered | 
the ducal mews himself, to select a horso for the day. Now 
these mews were of anch wonderful beauty, that I must 
needs append a description of them here. 

First there was a grand portico, and within a coiridor 
irith ranges of pillars on each side, round which were bung 
antlers and honia of all the animals of tho chase. This k 
to the pond with the island in the uentic, ^\usi% V.^ ^ 
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was kept, as I have already described. When Duke Barnim 
and the old knight emerged from the portico to enter the 
stable, they were met by Johann Appelmann the chief 
equerry, who spread before the feet of his Highness a 
scarlet horse-cloth, embroidered with the ducal arms,-whereon 
he laid a brush and a riding-whip, and then demanded his 
Trinkgeld, 

On entering, they observed numerous stalls filled with 
Pomeranian, Hungarian, Frisian, Danish, and Turkish 
horses — each race by itself, and each horse standing ready 
saddled and bridled since the morning. Item: all along, 
the walls were ranged enormous brazen lion's heads, which 
conveyed water throughout the building, and cleansed the 
stables completely every day. 

Otto wondered much at all tiiis magnificence, and asked 
his Grace what could her Highness want with all these - 
horses. 

" They eat their oats in idleness, for the most part," w- 
plied the Duke. " No one uses them but the pages and 
knights of the household, who may select any for riding thit 
pleases them ; but her Highness would never diminish any 
of the state maintained by her deceased lord, Duke Philip- 
So there has been always, since that time, particular atten- 
tion paid to the ducal stables at Wolgast." 

Now the train began to move towards the hunt, in all 
about a hundred persons, and in front rode her Grace upoU- 
an ambling palfirey, dressed in a riding-habit of green velvets 
and wearing a yellow hat with plumes. Her little Casimi^ 
rode by her side on a Swedish pony; then followed he^ 
ladies in waiting, amongst whom rode Sidonia, all likewise 
dressed in green velvet hunting -dresses, fastened witJ*- 
golden clasps; but in place of yellow, they wore scarl^^ 
hats, with gilded heron's plumes. Duke Barnim and PrinC^ 
Ernest rode along with her Grace ; and though none bu-^ 
those of princely blood were allowed to join this group, ye^ 
Otto strove to keep near them, as if he really belonged t^ 
the party, just as the sacristan strives to mdte the people 
think he is as good as the priest, by keeping as close as h0 
can to him while the procession moves along the streets. 

^Jler these came the marshal, the caaiOlwi^^^^^^^^xJaa 
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surer, with the office- bearei-s, knights, and esqmrcs of 

household. Thcu the chief cquerrj, with tlio niastcr of 

hoonds and the principal huntsmen. But the heaters, 

es, lacqncys, dnuuinera, coursers, and : 

adf gone on hefore s, good vr»j; saxA never had IhQ 

IgAstians beheld euch & stately himc as ihia, since 

tfa of good Dnke Philip. So the whole town ran tc 

r, and followed the procession for a good space, np to 

t irhore bluo tents were erected for her Grace and b( 

B8. The ground all roond waa atrewed with Uowera and 

:eeo3, and before the tents poliaades were erected, on 

laj loadud rifles, ready to discbarge at any of the 

that came that way; and, for two miles round, the 

r of the hnnt had laid down nets, which were all 

_ ither at a point close to the princely tent. 

JWIien the beaters and their doga had started the ani- 

lala, he loft the tent to reconnoitre, and, if the sport pro- 

lised to be plentiful, he ordered the drums to beat, in order 

t give her Hi^Juiess notice. Then she took a rifle hcraelf, 

od bronght down geveral head, which waa easily accom- 

Biiwd, wheu they passed apon each other as thick as sheep. 

who had ofcen attended the hants at Stramcbl, was 

expei't shot, and broaght down ten roes and stags, 

'wbereon she had much jesting with the yonng lords, who 

■ not been half so successful. And let no one imagine 

'tfatt there waa danger to her Highocss and her ladies, in thus 

fag at the wild droves from her tent, for it was erected 

koa a Bcafiuidbg raised five feet from the ground, and sur- 

iKided by palisades, so that it was impossible the animals 

inld ever reach it. 

On that day, there were killed altogether one bandred and 
iftf stags, one hundred roes, five hundred hares, three 
idrcd foxes, oue hundred wild boars, seven wolves, five 
vUd cats, and one boar, which was entangled in the net and 
thcu shot. Aud at last the right hearty pleasnro of the day 
legan. 

For it was the custom at the ducal court for each hcmtsmao, 
com the master of the hunt down, to receive a portion of 
the game; and hw Grace took maeh pleaaure now in seeing 
the mode iu which the diBtribatiou waa mw\e, 
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in this wise : each man received the head of the animal, and 
as much of the neck as he could cover with the ears, bj 
dragging them down with all his might 

So the huntsmen stood now toiling and sweating, each 
with one foot firmly planted against a stone and the other 
on the bellj of the beast, dragging down the ears with all 
his force to the very furthest point they could go, when ano- 
ther huntsman, standing by, cut off the head at that point 
with his hunting-knife. 

Then each man let his dog bite at the entrails of a stag^ 
while they repeated old charms and verses over them, su(^ 
as: — 

*' Diana, no better e'er track'd a wood ; 
There's many a huntsman not half so good." 

Or, m Low German; — 

" Wasser, if ever the devil you see, 
Bite his leg for him, or he will bite me." 

These old rhymes pleased the young Casimir mightily: if 
his lady mother would only lend him a ribbon, he would led 
up little Blaffert his dog to them, and have a rhyme said 
over him. So her Grace consented, and broke off her san- 
dai-tie to fasten in the little dog^s collar, because in her hvattf 
she could find no other string, and left the tent herself with 
the child to conduct him to the huntsmen. 

Now the moment her Grace had taken her eyes off Sido- 
nia, and that all the other ladies had left the tent to follow 
her and the little boy, who was laughing and playing with 
his dog, the young maiden, looking round to see that no one 
was observing her, slipped out and ran in amongst the 
bushes, and my lord, Prince Ernest, slipped after her. No 
one observed them, for all eyes were turned upon the 
princely child, who sprang to a huntsman and begged of 
him to say a rhyme or two over his little dog Blaffert The 
carl rubbed his forehead, and at last gave out his psalm, as 
follows, in Low German: — 

" Blaffert, Blaffert, thou art fat ! 
If my lord would only feed 
All his people like to that, 

'Twould be well for rommern's* need." 

• FomcTaida. 
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the byeatoudoi's laughed bcortily, imd tiiea tbc bomida 
I given tbeir dinner atcording to tbe usage, which was 
;----A number of oak and bbrch-trees were felled, and 
evevy tno and two there was spread a tablecloth — ■ 
is, tbe warm skin of a deor or wild-boar; into thia, ta 
a wooden trencher, was poured the warm blood of the 
. Bnimals, which the bounds lapped up, while forty 
smen played a march with drnms and trampcta, nhicii 
re-ecboed from the neighbonring; wood, to tbe great de- 
: of all the listeners. When the hounds hod lapped up 
the hlood, they began to eat up the tuUeelotha likewise; 
as these belonged to the huntsmen, a great fight took 
e between them and the dogs for the skins, wbich was 
t merry to behold, and greatly rejoiced the dncal party 
■11 the people. 
In the mean tune, as I Eaid, Sidonia had slipped into the '. 
}d, and the yoong lord after her. Ho soon foimd her 
ing nnder the shadow of a Uirge nut-tree, and the fol- 
ing converaation took place between them, as he aftei 
ds many times related : — 

'Alaal gracious Prince, why do yon follow me? if your 
' motbei- knew of this we should both suffer. My head 
ti after all that firing, and therefoee I came hither to 
ly a little rest and i;|uietue3s. Leave me, leavo me, my 
dons Lord." 

No, no, be would not leave her until she toid him whe- 
■ she still loved him; for his lady mother watched him 
and night, like the dragon that guarded the Pomera- 
I arms, and mitil this moment he had never seen her 

Bat what could ho now desire to say? Had he not 
im by the corpse of his father never to wed her?" 

"Yea; ia a moment of angaish he had sworn it, be- 
ise he would have died if she had not been brought back 

the castle." 

"But still ho must hold by bis word to hia lady mother, 
bold he not?" 
'Impossible! all impossible 1 He would sooner renoonce 

d and people for over than his beautiful Sidonia. How ■ 

felt, for the fii'3t time, the truth of tlie lw)\7 'NMia'. *\««* J 
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l^rtrong as death,' "■ Then he throws liU arms n 
KbA kissed her, aud ciskcd, would she be his? 

Here Sidonia covered her face with both 1 
nnking down npon the grass, nrnraiiired, " Yi 
either yon or death." 

The Prince threw hioiself down beside her, and b 
her not to weep. " He conld not bear to see lier teM 
besiiics there ivas good hope for them yoC, for he had spokM 
^ old Zitsewitz, who wished them both wcU, and who ^ 
some good advice." 

Sidonia, qnickly removing her hands. — " What was UJJ 

" To have a private mariiBge. Then the devil himfld 
WlJ not separate them, mnch less the old bifjot Ulrili 
There was a priest in the neighbonrhood, of tlie naOM I 
Neigiulink. He lived in Crummyn.f with a nun whom I* 
had cnrriod off from her convent and married, therefewb 
would be able to eympathiBe with loi-ers, siiiil would h^ 
them." 

" But hia Highness shonid remember bis kingly staii,ld 
not bring misery on them botli lor ever." '' 

"He had coneidered all that, they should therefore MJ| 
tliia loaiTiage private for a year; she could live at Strevlll 
during that period, and receive his visits withoat hia tnoW' 
knowing of the matter. At the end of tliat year he wo* 
be of age, auJ his own master.'' 

Sidonia, embracing him, — " Ah, if he really loved her « 
then the sooner the better to the cbarch. bat let him t»t 
care that evil-minded people wonld not separate them fi 
ever, and bring her to an early grave. Had the priest htt 
informed that he would be required to wed tliem?" 

" Not yet, but if he cimtinued as strong as he felt to-da^ 
he would ride over to Crummyn himself (for it was qnil 
oear to Wolgast) the moment Dnke Bamim and her fathi 
quitted the castle." 

" But how would she know the result of his visit? \t 
motlior watched her day and night. Gould he send a pqj 
or a serving-maid to her? — though indeed there were not 
noir he coald trust, for Uinch had dismissed all her g 
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And if be came himself to her room, evil might ba 

Aen of it."' 

b*& had arrangeil all that already. There waa the bear, 

* i ramembereil, chained npoB the little island in the 

16-pond, jnst under her window. Now when he returned 

B Onunmya, he would ^ out hy seven in the morning, 

% his lady mother began her spinning, and commence 

g arrows at the bear, by way of sport ; then as if by 

i, ho would let fly an arrow at her window and shiver 

bt^aes, but the arrow would contain a little note, detailing 

llvhit to the priest at Cmmmyn, and the arrangement he 

i n&de for carrying her away secretly from the caatle. 

t take care, however, to move away her seat from 

Birindow, and place it in a. comer, leat the arrow might 

B herself." 
f But then a loud "Sidonia! Sidonial" resomided t!i rough 
• wood, and immediately after, " EmeatI Ernestl" 
"o 6he sprang up, and cried, " Itmi, dearest prince, run 
e able, to the-other side, where the hunts- 
gathering, and mix with them, go that her Grace 
Du." This ho did, and began to talk to 
D about their dogs and the sweep of the chase, 
ff Grace continued calling "Kmest! Emest!" he 
isiowly towards her ont of the crowd, and asked 
t waa her pleasnre? So ahe snspected nothing, and 
IV ijniia calm again. 

" 'l Baraira now began to complain of hanger, ond 
I Grace where she meant to aerve them a collation, 
d never hold out until they reached Wolgast, and 
I^Otto also was growing as ravenons as a wolf. 
RCe answered, the collation waa Iwd in the Cisan 
t, dose beside them, and aa the weather was good, his 
« ooold amaae himself with the tvbum oplicum, which 
i Pomeranian noble had bought in Middelburg from one 
□ Lippersein,* and presented to her. By the wd of 
■ telescope he would see aa far as his own town of 
Neither the Duke nor Otto Bork believed 
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pvnUe ts MC Stettifi. M the &Ubcc of tfairteui or fonitent 
■UIo, wtUi UT iiMtni»t»t But ber Grace, who W 
heard of Ooo'a godlos iBfid^ty. rebuked him graydj. 
Hjing, "Von wiE aoon be oonviBced. sir knight; so m 
o^en hold that to be imposaUe in q<iritiiml niMteis, irblck 
became* not odIj pos^bk, bnt certain, wbca we look 
tfanngb the telescope which the B0I7 Spirit presents to bb, 
weak and abort sigfaied mortals God give to every inEdel 
■neb a htbvm opticumf The Dolce, fearing dow (bat htr 
tirace would continoe iitx seimon iDde&nitcly, inteimptei 
berin hig jesting way — "Listen, dear cousin I 1 will lif 
a wager with you. If I cauinot see Stettin, as yon prami^ 
yon shall give me a kiss, bnt if I see it and recognise it 
clearly, then I shall give yon a kiss." 

Her Grace was trnly scandalized, as one idbt imagine, 
and replied angrily: "Goodnnclel if yon attempt to offer 
snch indigniliea to me, the Princely Widow, I miiat prayyour 
Grace to leave my conrt with all speed, and never to retmnl" 
This rebuke made every one grave nntil they raacluJ 
the Cisan tower. This hnildbg lay only half a mile fioa 
tlie hunting groond, and was sitnatcd on the summit of th 
Citanberg, from whence its name. It was bnilt of woo4' 
and coDtiuned four stodeie, besides excellent stabling fbr 
horses. The apartments were light, airy, and elegant, a" 
that her Grace frequently passed a portion of the aummflT- 
timo there. The uppei' story commanded a view of th^ 
whole adjacent country. At the foot of the hill ran th* 
little river Cisa into tbe Peen, and many light beautifhl 
bridges were thrown over it at different points. Tbe hU 
itself was finely wooded with pinea and other trees, and 
the tower waa made more light and airy than that wbicK 
Duke Johann Frederick afterwards erected at Friedriohs- 
wald, and commanded a far finer prospect, seeing that the 
Cisanberg is tlie highest hill in Pomerania. 

While the party proceeded to the tower, Sidonia rode 
along by her father, and to judge from her anination and 
gestm^es, she was no doubt communicating to him all that 
the young lord had promised, and her bopos, in consequence^ 
that a very short pei'iod wonld elapse before he migUt salute 
hor as Duchesa of Pomerania. 
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When they reached tbo town, all admired the view even 

I the lower window, for they conUl see the Peen, the 
itetrwasser, and eight or nine towna, baaidea the sea in 

distance. 1 say nothing of Wolgaat, which Memed to ' 

just beneath tbcir feet, with Its princely castle and 

liedrBl perfectly distinct, and all its seats laid oat like a 

p, where they conld even distinguish the people walking. 

a her Grace hade them ascend to the upper story, and 
t for Stettin, hut they songht for it in vain with 

' nnassisted eyes, then her Grace placed the tubum 
t before the Duke, and no sooner had be looked 
_b it than he cried out, "As I live. Otto, there is my 
mg tower of St. .Tames's, and my Ducal Caatle to the 
, lymg far behind the Finkenwald mountain." Bnt the nn- 
eving Thomas laughed, and only answered, "My gracioua 
ace I do not let yourself be so easily imposed upon." 
lereupon the Duke made bira look through the telescope 
■self; and no sooner had be applied his eye to the glass, 

I he jumped back, rubbed his eyes, looked through a 
Dsd time, and then exclaimed — 

I, as true as my name is Otto Bork, I never could 

•B believed this." 

"Now, air knight," said her Grace, " so it is with yon 
eoncems spiritual things. How if you should one day 
i that to be true, which your infidelity now presumptu- 
dyassertato he false? Will not your repentance then 
jr? If you have found my words true — the words 
tpoor, weak, sinful woman, wilt yon not ranch more find 

6 of the holy Son of God? Yes, to your horror and 
nay, yon will find his words to be truth, of whom even 
I enemies testified that he never lied — Matt. xxil. 16. 
emhie, sir knigbt, and bethink you that what oilea Beeraa 
posgible to man is possible to God." 
The bold knight was now completely silenced, and the 
td-natnred Duke, seeing that he bad not a word to say 
reply, advanced to his rescae, and changed the oonver- 
ba by saying — 

"See, Otto, the wind seems so favourable just now, Uttt^ 
link we better say 'Vale' to om* gracious host«aa Ib j| 
niing, and return to Stettin." 
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Not a word did his Grace venture to say more abont the 
wager of the kisses, for his dear coasiii^s demeanonr 
restrained even his hilarity. Otto had nothmg to object 
to the arrangement ; and her Grace said, if they were not 
willing longer to abide at her widowed court, she would 
bid them both God speed upon their journey. •'And yon, 
sir knight, may take back your daughter Sidonia, for our 
dear son, as you may perceive, is now quite restored, and 
no longer needs her nursing. For the good deed she has 
wrought in curing him, I shall recompense her as befits 
me. But at my court the maiden can no longer abide." 

The koight was at first so thunderstruck by these wor& 
that he could not speak, but at last drawing himself up 
proudly, he said — "Good; I shall take the Lady Sidoni* 
back with me to my castle, but as touching the recompense, 
keep it for those who need it." Sidonia, however, remained 
quite silent, as did also the young lord. 

But hear what happened. The festival lasted until Iifee 
in the night, and then suddenly such a faintness and bodily 
weakness came over the young Prince Ernest, that all th® 
physicians had to be sent for; and they with one accord 
entreated her Grace, if she valued his life, not to send away 
Sidonia. 

One can imagine what her Grace felt at this new^- 
Nothing would persuade her to believe but that Sidoni^ 
had given him some witch-drink, such as the girl out ^>* 
Daber had taught her to make. 

No one could believe either that his Highness affectcs*^ 
this sickness, in order to force his mother to keep Sidoni^ 
at the court: indeed he afterwards strongly asseverated, aii-*^ 
this at a time when he would have killed Sidonia with ^ 
look, if it had been possible, that this weakness came up^^** 
him suddenly like an ague. And that it could not hft^^ 
been caused by anything she had given him, for he h^ 
eaten nothing, except at the banquet at the Oisan tower* 

In short, the young Prince became as bad as ever — \}'^ 

Sidonia never heeded him, only busied herself packing '•-"^^ 

her things, as if she really intended going away with Ott^^ 

and &na}ly as eight o'clock struck the next morning, »^* 

wrapped herself in her mantle and \iood, aa^ "weox m^^vX*-^ 
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i Dake Bantim to tftke le&re of bcr Grace. Sbtt 
d u bitter &di1 mot aj a. Tiaegw-cniet — no^uag iroold 
t lier to remaia evea for ooe day longer. What ma 
e to do? the yonog lord was djiog, and had lintAf 
id two pagea to her, «atreiuiDg tbr one ugbt of 
ikl slie most giro the artfal hypocrite gooj wonb — 
fUmy were of no avail — SidonLi insisted on leatiag the 
"l llut ittstant widi her father; then tunung to Dnka 
iclalmed vith bitter tears, " Xov, gndotu 
k yon Me yourself how 1 am treaUd iiere-" 
ST^lher would the cunQiog Otto peniut hia dingbter to 
accoant, nnlesa, indeed, faer Grace gave him 
^ written antbority to receive the dues on the Jena. Sack 
meleM knavery at taat enraged the old Doke llartiitn to 
b a degree that be cried ont : " Liuen, Otto, my illiutrioiu 
'q here haa no more to do with the dues uu the Jena 
n joD have; they belong to me alone, and I cau give mt 
' e nntil I lay the qatstiDQ before my council and tha 
it of the Stettin dnkedom: be content, therefore, (o wait 
il then." Odb may easily goeas what was the terminn- 
rt of the little drama got np by Otto and lus fair danghter 
imely, that Otto Bailed away with the l>ake, and thai 
■» remained at the court of Wolgast, 
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low THEGUOST a)STKJUED TO ilAtUT THE CASTLE, i 
DAKIHG BEUAVWtsa. — ITOI, HOW TilE YOllia LORD 
BIB STBEHGTH, AKD WAS ABLE TO VISTT CRCMUTW, Wfta 
WHAT HAPPENED TO HIU THEIIE. 

B6o Sidouia was ag^n seated by the conch of tho yonng 

I, with her hand in his hand, but her Grace, as may 

Bvell be imagined, was never very far off from them; aatl 

" fl annoyed Sidonia bo mnch, that ebe did not acrupla to 

eat the monming mother and princely widow witli the 

oat contempt; at last dbdaiuing even to answer the 

■i|tiestioDS addressed to her by her Grace. Ail Ihij iba 

pnohesa bore patiently, for the sake of her deu 



I 






nn FriBM EnM felt, u fesgtk, adivM 
eean bRBg ^jphjvd tomnds lu tnoAcf; and « 
-What, £id(na.wa nw not em auwia 

Btnapm tbc by]iocril« si^ied, and aiuwen 

*■ AL, iBjr gnooH nioGel I Nteem it befl 

ahMe be^e roar bed, dnn to b<dd a load 

jMTcan. Beades, when I sm epeaUng to God 1 1 

al Ae m«e tone, answer joar laify mother." 

Hut {deaaed the ^vnng man, and be praEsed I 
hand, aiid Usted iL And veiy sboTtly after, hia 
ictomed to bim wonderfiillv. m> thu her Grace and Sdoda 
onlr watched bj bira one nigfa:. The nest day he fdl ia 
a p rc Ju nud sk^ and awoke from it perfectly recovered^ 

In the mean lime, the ghost became so daring luid tronUfr- 
Mme, that all the bonse stood in Tear of it Oftentinua it 
would be seen emi in the clear morning light; and a maiilt 
who bad forgottep to make the bed of one of the gntoo^ 
and ran to the stables at night lo finish her work, eacons' 
tered the ghost there, and nearly died of fright. IteBi 
Clan von Dewit£, one beftitifal mooniigbt night, having 
gone out to take a tarn up and down the corridor, becuna 
she eoold not sleep from the toothache, sa^ the apparitkHi, 
jnst as day dawned, sinking down into the e.irth, not far 
from the chamber of Sidonia, to her great horror and 
astonisbmenL Item. — Her Grace, that very same night, 
having heard a noise in the corridor, opened her door, and 
there stood the ghost before her, leaning against a pillar. 
She was horror-stmck, and clapped to her door hastily, bat 
said nothing to the yonng Prince, for fear of alarming him. 
He had recovered, aa I have said, in a most wonder- 
ful manner, and though still looking pale and haggard, yet 
his love for the maiden woold not permit him to defer bis 
■visit to Crnmmyn any longer; particularly aa it lay only 
half a mile from the castle, bnt on the opposite bank Ot 
the river, near the Island of IJsdom. 

Therenpon, on the fonrlh oight, he descended to the 
little water-gate, having prevlonaly arranged with his chief 
eqnerry, Appelmann, to have a boat there in readiness for 
bim, and also a good horae, to take across the feny ' 






I bmse, and coM the two oihns to sv^ 1 
i coceal themselt^s in the mod if a»y ooa I 
Appehnami begged perm' 
, wUcii, hoverer, ma deniftl; the you^ I 
_ ~ B stiictlj ta hold ibenselres eoBe«*ted < 
(IkiBKtnB, nd nerer reveal to hsmui b^rittg wben tfaejr ' 
Itis eTemn^, <ui ptua of bis severe^ui^ 
* of &Toar for ever; but, if tfaejr he!tl iheir $ocrM 
^ he would reccffltpenw them at no (Ustani time, in « 
n &r bejond their hop«s- 
I Hi^mess rode off to Cmmmyn, where gJt iraa 
, except, indeed, one small rvf of light thftt 
Q the lower wmdows of the cloister — for it wu i 
gtt that time. He dismoonted, tied hia horse to Ik < 
1^ and knocked at the irindow, throngh whicb he bad a 

'Oman, in Dim's garments, whu held t ' 
Bcrndfix between her hands, and pravcd. 

*'Who are vonr" she demanded. "What can yon waut 
e at snch an hour?" 

n from ^\"olgaflt," he answered, "and must am ihn 
it of Cnunmrn." 
"There is no priest here now." 

"Bnt I have been told that a prlost of tlie name ( 
iigia]inl[ lived here." 

Ula. — "He was a Lutheran awaddler nnd no | 
otherwise he wonlil not live in open ain witli a nun." 

"It is all the same tome; only come and show mo Ibl 
way." 

Ilia. — "Was he a heathen or a trao CUriatiati 
Hia Highness conld not make oat what the old molht^ 
Bmeant, bnt when he answered — " I am a Obrlsl; 
f ©pcned the door, and let liim enter her eel!. As eho lifM 
r np the lamp, however, eha started bank in terror nt htf 
^onng, pale, haggard face. Then, looking at hia rich K"'" . 
meota, she cried — 

"This muBt be a son of good Dnko Phllip'i, «* I 
I were two faces more alike." 
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to pflrform t!io ceremony on the tliird niglit i 

" h'at some time," he siiid, "wonld be Decewarj' to t 

people tu OBsiat them in their Eight, and money n 

ilbcriboted; bnt his Highness iMnld of t 

that he expended in his behalf, and fiirther ] 

giTc bim aoA hi> family free quitrters when they i 

Stettin." 

After the ceremony, they could reach the boat I 
the convent garden, and soil away to Warte." T' 
wonld have four or five peasants in waiting, with c 
ready, to escort them to EoAt Clune, from whence^ 
oonld take another boat and cross the Uaff into St^tti 
as tliey could not reckon on a fair wind with any ccr 
it WM better to perform the joarnay half by land an 
by water; besides, the fishermen whom hs intended to ei 
ploy, were not aocnstomed to sail np the Peen the whoh 
way into the Haff, for their little fishing-smacks were ti 
slight to stand a strong current. 

Uereapon the Prince answerej], that, since it ^vas neCC 
sary, he would wait until the third night, when the priMt 
shonld bare everything in readiness, but meuiwhile should 
confide the secret to no one. Sohetumedaway, andcomlbiMd 
the old mother again with hb promises as he passed onL 

The noxt morning, having written ail down for Sidoirfa, 
and concealed the note in an arrow, he went forth as ho hal 
arranged, and began to tease the bear by shooting arroirs 
at him, till the beast roared and shook his chain, Thes, 
perceiving that Sidonia had obacrved him from the window', 
he watched a favourable opportunity, and shot the arrotr 
up right through her window, so tliat the pane of glass rat- 
tled down npon the floor. In the billet therein concealed he 
explaiacd the whole plan of escape; and asked her to ia- 
form him, in retnm, how she conld manage to come to hiu 
on the third night, Wonld bia dearest Sidonia put on the 
dress of a page? He coald bring it to her iittio chamber 
himself the next night. She most wi'ite a little note in an- 
swer, and conceal ifcin the arrow as he had done, then 
throw it oat of the wuBaw^and he would hn on the watdi 
to pick it up. 
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id the p 



a replied to him that ehe vi 



l; but, as 
.e page's dresa, he must leave it, abont tsn o'oiocic 
It night, upon the beer-barrel iu the corridor, bnl not 
I to bring it himself to her chamber. Concerning 
mner in vhich she was to meet him on the third 
i, had he forgotten that the old castellan barred and 
i tU that wing of the caatio by eleven o'clock, so that 
'1 never leave the corridor by the nsnal way; but 
< a trap-door near her little chamber which led down 
o the dncal stables, and this door no one ever thought of 
ed — it was never bolted night or day, and was qnito 
S enoogli for a man to creep through. Her dear Prince 
~ it wait for her. by that trap-door, at eleven o'clock on 
~ night. He conld not mistake it, for tho large 
t lay close behind, in which her Grace kept her dariing 
1 kittens; from thence they could easily get into tha 
r oonrt-yard, which was never locked, and, after that, 
o where ihey pleased. If he approved of this arrangement, 
"nghoot another arrow into her room; bnt, above alt 
_ I, he waa to keep at a difitxncc from her dnring the 
I19', that her Grace might not suspect anything. 

Having thrown the arrow oot of the window, and received 

tfoQier in answer from the Prince, which the artful hypo- 

rite flung ont as if in great anger, she rail to CIttra's Toom, 

iBd complaoned bitterly how the yonng loni had broken her 

j irindow, becanae, forsooth, he must be shooting arrows at 

■tlie be»; and so she had to come into her room ont of the 

", nnlll the glazier came to pnt in the glass. When 

» asked how she conld be so angry with the young 

did she sot love bim any longer? — Sidonia replied, 

y she had grown vary tired of him, for he did no- 

ing bnt sigh and groan whenaver he came near her, like 

B asthmatic old woman, and had grown as thin and dry as 

od plum. There was nothing very toveafale abont him 

Would to heaven that he were quite well, and she 

l-ironld soon bid farewell to the caatle and every one in it; 

Ant the moment she spoke of going hia sickness returned, bo 

"0 remain, which waa much against her 

bclinatioa ; and tl 

« she bad always been lier traeat fiicad. 
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and black scapnlary, and being thus naked almost to the 
waist, descended into a coffin, which was lying in a comer 
beside the altar. - Here she groped till she bronght up a 
cmcifix, and a sconrge of knotted cords. Then she kneeled 
down within the coffin, lashing herself with one hand till 
the blood flowed from her shoulders, and with the other 
holding up the crucifix, which she kissed from time to time, 
whilst she recited the hymn of the holy St. Bernard^ 

" Salve caput cruentatum, 
Totum spinis coronatnin, 
Conquassatum, vulneratum, 
Arundine Terberatum 
I'acie sputis illita." 

When she had thus prayed, and scourged herself a while, 
she extended the crucifix with her bleeding arm to the 
Prince, and prayed him, for the sake of God, to have com- 
passion on her, and so would the bleeding Saviour and all 
the saints have compassion upon him at the last day. And 
when his Highness asked her what he could do for her, she 
besought him to bring her a priest from Grypswald, who 
could break the Lord's body once more for her, and give her 
the last sacrament of Extreme Unction here in her coffin. 
Then would she never wish to leave it, but die of joy if 
this only was granted to her. 

So the Prince promised to fulfil her wishes; whereupon 
she crouched down again in the coffin, and recommenced the 
scourging, while she repeated with loud sobs and groans the 
two last verses of the hymn. Scarcely had she ended when 
a small side-door opened, and the dog Storteback began to 
bark vociferously. 

" Whatl" exclaimed a voice, "is that old damned Ca- 
tholic witch at her mummeries, and burning my good wax- 
candles all for nothing?" 

And, silencing the dog, a man stepped forward hastily, 
but, seeing the Prince, paused in astonishment. Whereupon 
the old mother raised herself up out of the coffin, and said: 
" Did I not tell your Grace that you would see the hard- 
hearted heretic here? — that is the man you seek." So 
the Prince brought him into the choir, and told him that he 
was Prince Emeat Ludovicus, and casm^ \i«:^ Vi Tcm^Qi^v, ^^\, 
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he would privately wed him on the following night, without 
knowledge of any human being, to his beloved and affianced 
bride, Sidonia von Bork. 

The priest, however, did not care to mix himself up with 
such a business, seeing that he feared Ulrich mightily; but 
his Grace promised him a better Uving at the end of the 
year, if he would undertake to serve him now. 

To which the priest answered: "Who knows if your 
Highness will be alive by the end of the year, for you look 
as pale as a corpse?" 

" He never felt better in his life. He had been ill lately, 
but now was as sound as a fish. Would he not marry 
him?" 

Hie. — " Certainly not; unless he received a handsome 
consideration. He had a wife and dear children; what 
would become of them if he incurred the displea* 
9iire of that stem Lord Chamberlain and of the princely 
widow?" 

**But could he not bring his family to Stettin; for he 
and his young bride intended to fly there, and put them- 
selves under the protection of his dear uncle, Duke Bar- 
nim?" 

Hie — " It was a dangerous business ; still, if his High- 
ness gave him a thousand gulden down, and a written 
promise, signed and sealed, that he would provide him with 
a better living before the year had expired, why, out of love 
for the young lord, he would consent to peril himself and 
his family; but his Highness must not think evil of him for 
demanding the thousand gulden paid down immediately, for 
how were his dear wife and children to be supported through 
the long year otherwise?" 

His Highness, however, considered the sum too large, and 
said that bis gracious mother had scarcely more a year for 
herself than a thousand guldens — she that was the Duchess 
of Pomerania. 

However, they finally agreed upon four hundred gulden ; 
for his Highness showed him that Doctor Luther himself 
had only four hundred gulden a year, and auvekV^ \ife -^oroS.^ 
not require more tbsm the great reformaior ccclesvE. 
jSo ererytbing was arranged at last, t)i^ ^xv^^t ^tovsv^a^^^ 
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to perform tlie ceri-mony on the tliini night from ibt^f 
" For aome time," he Hsid, "would be necessary to coUeof . 
people to assist them in their flight, and money must T 
distributed; bat his Highness wonld of coarse repay t 
that he expended in his behalf, and further promise I 
give him and his family free quarters when they rewbeil i 
Stettin." 

After the ceremony, they conld reach the boat throuk 
the convent garden, and sail away to Warte.' Then n 
wonld have four or five peasants in wiutiag, with carrUgC* 
ready, to escort them to East Ciunc, from whence th^l 
coidd take another boat and cross the Haff into Stettin i ft^ 
as they could not reckon on a fair wind with any certa!al~ 
it was better to perform the journey half by laud and Iti 
by water; besides, the fishermen whom lie intended to H 
ploy, were not accustomed to sail up the Pocn the wk 
way into the Haff, for their little fiahing-smnclta wera M 
slight to stand a strong current. 

Hereupon the Princo answered, that, since it was n 
sary, he would wait until the third night, when tho pikl^< 
should have ererything in readiness, bnt meanwhile sho '* 
confide the secret to no one. Sohe tamedaway,andc< 
tbe old mother again with his promises as he passed otA-'* 

The next morning, having written al! down for Sid 
and concealed the note in an arrow, he went forth as he 
arranged, and began to tease the bear by shooting a 
at him, till the beast roared and shook hie chain, 
perceiving that Sldonia had observed him from tho wi 
he watched a favourable opportimity, and shot the sn*lf> 
up right throngh her window, so that the pane of gla 
tied down upon the floor. In the billet therein concealsdW' 
oxplaiood the whole plan of escape; and asked her to b- 
form him, in rotum, how she could manage to come to i^ 
on the third night. Would bis dearest Sidonia put oa t 
dress of a page? He could bring it to her little chambtt 
himself the next night. She must writ« a httle n 
swcr, and conceal it in the arrow as he had d 
throw it out of the window^ and he would be on the trsUib' 
to pick it up. X. 
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So Sidonia replied to him that she was content; but, as 
regarded the page's dress, he mnst leave it, abont ten o'clock 
the next night, npon the beer-barrel in the corridor, bnt not 
attempt to bring it himself to her chamber. Concerning 
the manner in which she was to meet him on the third 
night, had he ^jrgotten that the old castellan barred and 
bolted ail that wing of the castle bj eleven o'clock, so that 
she conid never leave the corridor bj the nsnal way; bnt 
there was a trap-door near her little chamber which led down 
into the dacal stables, and this door no one ever thought of 
or minded — ^it was never bolted night or day, and was qnite 
large enongh for a man to creep through. Her dear Prince 
might wait for her, by that trap-door, at eleven o'clock on 
the appointed night He could not mistake it, for the large 
basket lay close behind, in which her Grace kept her darling 
little kittens; from thence they could easily get into the 
outer court-yard, which was never locked, and, after that, 
go where they pleased. If he approved of this arrangement, 
let him shoot another arrow into her room ; but, above all 
things, he was to keep at a distance from her during the 
day, that her Grace might not suspect anything. 

Having thrown the arrow out of the window, and received 
another in answer from the Prince, which the artful hypo- 
crite flung out as if in great anger, she ran to Clara's room, 
and complained bitterly how the young lord had broken her 
window, because, forsooth, he must be shooting arrows at 
the bear; and so she had to come into her room out of the 
cold jaky until the glazier came to put in the glass. When 
Clara asked how she could be so angry with the young 
Prince — did she not love him any longer? — ^Sidonia replied, 
that truly she had grown very tired of him, for he did no- 
thing but sigh and groan whentver he came near her, like 
an asthmatic old woman, and had grown as thin and dry as 
a baked plum. There was nothing very loveable about him 
now. Would to heaven that he were quite well, and she 
would soon bid farewell to the castle and every one in it; 
bnt the moment she spoke of going his sickness returned, so 
that she was obliged to remain, which was mucli «jgKfl3fi»\.VKt 
inclination; and this she might tell Glaxam cftTsfiAsw»'»^i^ 
tsaase she bad always been her truest fmnd. 
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Then she pretended to weep, and coned her beauty^ 
which had brooght her nothing but nnhappiness; thereapon 
the tender-hearted Clara began to comfort her, and ki^ed 
her; and the moment Sidonia left her to get the glasa 
mended, Clara ran to her Grace to tell her the jojrfol 
tidings ; bat, alas! that very day the wickedness of the art- 
ful maiden was brooght to light For what happened in. 
the afternoon? See, the non of Cnunmjn steps oot of u 
boat at the little water-gate, and places herself in a comer 
of the coort-yard, where the people soon gather roond in u 
crowd, to laogh at her white garments and black scapolaiy; 
and the boys begin to pelt the poor old mother with stones, 
and abase her, calling her the old papist witch; bat, by 
. good fortone the castellan comes by, and commands the 
crowd to leave off tormenting her, and then asks her busi- 
ness. 

Ula. ''She mast speak instantly to her Grace, tii0 

Princely Widow." 

So the old man brings her to her Grrace, with whom 
Clara was still conversing, and the old nun, after she hsd 
kneeled to the Dachess and kissed her hand, began to relate 
how her yoong Lord, Prince Ernest, had been with her the 
night before, while she was keeping the vigilia of Holy 
St Bernard to the best of her ability, iind had nrgently 
demanded to see the Lutheran priest named Neigialink, and- 
that when this same priest came into the charch to scold 
her, as was his wont, he and the Prince had retired into th0 
choir, and there held a long conversation which she did no(^ 
comprehend. Bat the priest's mistress had told her the 
whole basiness this morning, under a promise of secrecy; 
namely that the priest, her leman, had promised to wed 
Prince Ernest privately on the third night from that, to a 
certain young damsel, named Sidonia Yon Bork. That the 
Prince had given him a thousand gulden for his services, 
and a promise of a rich living when he succeeded to the 
government, so that in future she could live as grand as an 
abbess, and have what beautiful horses she chose from the 
ducal stables. 

"And this," said the nun, " was told me by the priest's 
tor ^ as I have a true Pom^amtai. Vft»x\^ ^>^q^^ 
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\ndee<l, the Prince has left the good old reli^on, I conld not 
rest iix peace until I stepped into a boat, weak and old as I 
am, and sailed off here direct to inform your Grace of the plot." 
She only asked one favour in return for her service. It was 
that her Grace would permit her to end the rest of her days 
peaceably in the cloister, and protect her from the harshness 
of the Lutheran priests and the fury of the mob, who fell 
on her like mad dogs here in the castle court, and would 
liave torn her to pieces if the castellan had not come by and 
rescued her. But above all, she requested and prayed her 
Grace to permit a true priest to come to her from Grypswald, 
▼ho could give her the holy Eucharist, and prepare her for 
^€ath. But her Grace was struck dumb by astonishment 
*^ alarm, and Clara could not speak either, only wrung 
"^ hands in anguish. And her Grace continued to walk up 
*nd do>vn the room weeping bitterly, until at last she sat 
"Own before her desk to indite a note to old Ulrich, praying 
*or his presence without delay, and straightway despatched 
the chief equerry, Appelmann, with it to Spantikow. 

The old nun still continued crying, would not her Grace 

^^d her a priest? But her Grace refused; for in fact she 

^3^ a stem upholder of the pure doctrine. Anything else 

^ old mother demanded she might have, but with the 

^^^Ominations of popery her Grace would have nothing to 

,• Still the old nun prayed and writhed at her feet, cry- 

J^S" and groaning, " For the love of God, a priest 1 for the 

^^^^ of God, a priest 1" but her Grace drew herself up stiff 

^^ stem, and let the old woman writhe there unheeded, 

^^il at length she mentioned to Clara to have her removed 

*^ "the court-yard, where the poor creature leaned up 

JS^inst the pump in bitter agony, and drew forth a crucifix 

i^ttx her bosom, kissed it, and looking up to heaven, cried, 

"''^snl Jesul art thou come at last?" and then dropped 

Qowtj dead upon the pavement, which the crowd no sooner 

observed than they gathered round the corpse, screaming out, 

*' ^he devil has carried her off 1 See I the devil has carried 

off the old papist witch I" Hearing the uproar, her Grace 

descended, as did also the young lord and ^vdoxiAaH, ^X:^^ 

^th appeared as If they knew nothing at a\V a\>out \Xv^ ciW 

^o»- And her Grace commanded that t\ie e^^caVlx^^^t 
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should by no means drag awav the body, as the pcopl 
deman^led, who were now rushing to the spot from 
quarters of the town, but that it should be decently lifted in 
the boat and conveyed back again to Crummyn, there to 
interred with the other members of the sisterhood at tL^ 
cloister. 

No word did she speak, either to her nndutifnl son or tc 
Sidonia, about what she had heard, only when the lattex" 
a^kcd her what the nun came there for? she answere<3 
coldly, " For a popish priest" Hereupon the young Prince 
was filled with joy, concluding that nothmg had been 
betrayed as yet. And it was natural the old nim should 
come with this request, seeing that she had made the same 
to him. Her Grace also strictly charged Clara to observe 
a profound silence upon all they had heard, until tho old 
chamberlain arrived, and this she promised. 

CHAPTER XVn. 

OF ULRICn'S COITNSELS. — ITEM, HOW CLARA VON DEWITZ CAMI 
UPON THE TRACK OF THE GHOST. 

At eleven o'clock that same night, the good and loyal Lord 
Ulrich arrived at the castle with Appelmann, from Spantikow, 
and just waited to change his travelling dress before he 
proceeded to tho apartment of her Grace. He found her 
seated with Clara and another maiden, weeping bitterly. 
Dr. (Jcrschovius was also present. When the old man 
entered, her Grace's lamentations became yet louder— alas 1 
how she was atHicted! "Who could have believed that all 
this had come upon her because the devil, out of malice, had 
made Dr. Luther drop her wedding-ring at the bridal 1 And 
when tho knight asked in alarm what had happened, she 
replied that tears prevented her speaking, but Dr. Ger- 
schoviua would tell him all. 

So the doctor related the whole affaur, from the declaration 

of tho old nun to the hypocritical conduct of Sidonia towaids 

C]ar:i von J>owitz, upon which the old knight shook his 

//<vi(/, ami sa'n\ ** Did I not coxa^e\ yoMi Qita^^ifc \a V\. ^fc^ 

youuix hn\] dh\ ill (loVs uamo^fot \>QUw\a\x \q V>^\& 
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thau honour. Had he died, then so would the Almighty 
have raised him pure and perfect at the last day, but now he 
^ growing daily in wickedness, as a young wolf m ferocity." 

Then her Grace made answer, the past could not now 
be recalled ; and that she was ready to answer before God 
for T^rhat she had done, through motherly love and tenderness. 
They must now advise her how to save her infatuated son 
froDa the snares of this wanton. Dr. Gerschovius, thereupon, 
g&ve it as his opinion that they should each be placed in 
strict confinement for the next fom'teen days, during which 
tittle he would visit and admonish them twice a day, by 
which means he hoped soon to turn their hearts to God. 

Here old XJhich laughed outright, and asked the Doctor 
was he still bent upon teachmg Sidonia her catechism? 
As to the young lord, no admonition would do him good 
^ow ; he was thoroughly bewitched by the girl, and though 
^e made a hundred promises to give her up, would never 
hold one of them. Alas I alas ! that the sou of good Duke 
^bilip should be so degenerate. 

But her Grace wept bitterly, and said, that never was 
there a more obedient, docile, and amiable child than her 
^Bar Ernest; skilled in all the fine arts, and gifted by 
nature with all that could insure a mother's love. " But how 
^oes all this help him now?" cried Ulrich. "It is with a 
5<^od heart as with a good ship unless you guide it, it will 
fuu aground — stand by the helm, or the best ship will be 
lost. What had the country to expect from a prince who 
W'ould die, forsooth, unless his mistress sat by his bedside? 
A-h 1 if he could only have followed the funeral of the young 
wdl he would have given a hundred florins to the poor 
that very day." 

*'It was not her son's fault — that base hypocrite had 
^^sed it all by some hell magic." 

lUe. — "That was quite impossible; however, he would 
•^lievQ it to please her Grace." 

''Then let him speak his opinion, if the counsel of Dr. 
^I'schovius did not please him." 

^ Ille. — " His advice, then, was to keep (\uvft\.^vxi^;i^ \Nx^<Jkvx^ 
^^ht, then secretly place a guard round t\v^ c^xXa «a.^ ^^ 
^® ^Ing, and when the bridal party met, t^'^c^ ^"^^"^^ ^"^^^ ' 



prisoners, send my yonng Lord to the tower, but disgrace 
Sidonia publicly, and send her off where she pleased — to 
the fiend, if she liked." 

" Then tfiey would have the same old scene over again ; 
her son would fall sick, and Sidonia conld not be brought 
back to cure him, if once she bad been publicly disgraced 
before all the people. So matterswonld be worse than ever." 

Hereupon old Uirich fell into such a rage that he onraed 
and swore, that her Graco treated him no better than a 
fool, to bring him hither from Spantikow, and then refuse 
to take his advice. As to Sidonia, her Grace had already 
brought disgrace upon her princely house, by first tommg 
her oat and thenprayiag her to come back, before three days 
had elapsed. All Pomcrania talked of it, and old Otto Boi^ 
did not scmple to brag and boast everywhere, that her 
Grace had no peace or rest from her conscience, until ^ 
had asked for^veness from the Lady Sidonia (as the v(da 
old knave called her) and entreated her to return. Nffw if 
she took the advice of Doctor Geracbovius, and Gnl 
imprisoned and then turned away Sidonia, no one would 
believe in her story of the intended marriage, bnt look on 
ber conduct as only a confirmation of all the hard treatment 
which her Graco was reported to have employed toward* 
the gu"!, whereas if she only waited till the whole bridal 
party were ready to start, and then arrested Sidonia, her 
Grace was justified before the whole world, for what greater 
fault could be committed than thus to entrap the yonng 
Prince into a secret marriage, and run away with him by 
night from the castle? Let her Grace then send for the 
executioner, and let him give Sidonia a pablic whipping 
before all the people. No one would think the punishment 
too hard, for seducmg a Prince of Pomerania into a marriage 

So the princely widow of Dnke Philip will be justified 
before all the world, and when the young lord sees his bride 
so disgraced he will assuredly be right willing to give her 
np; even if he fall sick, it is impossible that he conld send 
for a maiden to sit by his bed, who had been publicly 
whipped by the executioner. Those were stem measures, 
perhaps, but a bi'unch of the oW Voi 
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dMayed; it ninst be lopped, or the whole tree itself would 
oonfall 

When the grand chamberlain ceased speaking, her Grace 

considered the matter well, and finally pronotmced that she 

would follow hia advice, wherenpou as the sight waxed late 

■ a dismissed the party to their beds, retaining only Clara 

' with her for a little longer. 

Bat a strange thing happened as sho too finally quitted 

her Grace, and proceeded along the corridor to her own little 

I'.-j^artment, and here let every one consider how the hand 

\l^ God is in everything, and what great events be can 

triog forth from the slightest causes, as a great oak springs 

up from a little acoru. 

For as the maiden walked along, her sandal became 

Tiufastoned, and tripped her, so that she nearly fell upon her 

>■ face, whereupon she paused, and placing her foot upon a, 

fejt)eer-bnrrel that stood against tho wall not far from Sidonia's 

■ cbBmher, began to fasten it, but lol just at that momcut the 
7 i of the ghost appeared rismg through the trap-door, and 

I looked round, then as if awaie of her presence, drew back, 
land she heard a noise as if it had jumped down on the 

■ earth beneath. She was horribly frightened, and crept 
f trembling to her bed, but then on reflecting over this 

■pparitiou of the serpent knight, it came into her head that 
it could not bo a, ghost, since it came down on tho ground 
with snch a heavy jump; she prayed to God, therefore, to 
help her in discovering this matter, and as she could not 
sleep, rose before the £rst glimmer of daylight to examine 
this hole which lay so close to Sidonia's chamber, and there 
truly she discovered the trap-door, and having opened found 
that it lay right over a largo coach in tho dueal stables, 
h thereupon she concluded that the ghost was no other than 
\ the Prince himself who thus visited Sidonia. 

Then she remembered that the ghost had been pai-ticu- 
I {wdj active, while the young Prince lay sick on his bed 
I inUched by his mother; so to make the matter clearer she 
f went the next evening into the stables, and observmg the 
E«oach, which lay just beneath the hole, afnTi^«l. feia *^ 
K^DSl all romd it Tiiea retaming to her ttwm, ii!iva'««*»^ 
^mtB H grew qnito dark, and as ten o'docV at'racV w**' ^'^ 
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the doors of the corridor leading to the women's apartments 
were barred and bolted, she wrapped herself in a black 
mantle and stole out with a palpitating heart into the 
gallery. Kemembering the large beer-barrel near Sidonia's 
room, she crouched down behind it, and from thence had 
a distinct view of the trap-door, and also of Sidonia's 
chamber. There she waited for about an hour, when she 
perceived the young Prince coming, but not through the 
trap-door. He knocked lightly at Sidonia's door, who 
opened it instantly, and they held a long whispering conver- 
sation together. He had brought her the page's dress, and 
there was nothing to be feared now, for he had examined 
the trap and found they could easily get out through it on 
the top of the coach, and from thence into the stables. 
After that the way was clear. Surely some good angel had 
put the idea into her head. Then he kissed her tenderly. 

Ilia. — "What did the old nun come for? Could she 
have betrayed them?" 

Hie. — "Impossible. She did not know a syllable of 
their aiFairs, and had come to ask his lady mother to send 
her a popish priest, as she had asked himself." Then he 
kissed her again, but she tore herself from his arms, threw 
the little bundle into the room, and shut the door in his 
face. Whereupon the young Prince bent his way, sighing 
as if his heart would break. 

Now Clara concluded, with reason, that the young Lord 
was not the ghost, inasmuch as he did not creep throng 
the trap-door, nor did he wear helmet or cuirass, or any 
sort of disguise. But when she heard Sidonia talk with 
such knowledge of the trap-door, she guessed there was 
some knavery in the matter, and though she sat the night 
there she was determined to watch. And, behold I at 
twelve o'clock there was a great clattering heard below, 
and presently a helmet appeared rismg through the hole, 
and then the entire figure of the ghost clambered up through 
it, and after cautiously lookmg round it, approached Sido- 
nia's door, and knocked lightly. Immediately she opened 
it herself, admitted the ghost, and Clara heard her drawing 
the bolts of the door within. 
The piona and chaste maiden Ml T^?k!\7 iQ ^«flv\. ^Ith 
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; for it was now evident that Sitlonia deceived t 
or/omig Prince, as wei! as every one cUe, and tliat tl 
^ Ott whom she admitted mnst be a fayonved lover. 
iBolved to watch nntil he came onL _ _, 

^ dana of moruing, before he again appeared, and Ih 
Tl hellish path down through the trap-door, in the s«^^^ 
V Ss he had risen. Bnt to make all certain she took 4 
BBh, and before it was'qiiite day, descended to thestablee, 
Jrasre indeed she obaen-ed large heavy footprints in the 
?^ all ronnd the coach, quite unlike those which the 
^late little feet of bis Highness would have made. So 
%e twept them bS clean away to avoid exciting any snspi- 
lWni|>and crept back, noiselessly, to her little room. Then 
"Mting till the morning was somewhat advanced, ehe 
^^atched her maid on some errand into the town, in order 
9 get rid of her, -and then watched anxiously for her bride- 
inxun, Marcos Bork, who always passed her door going to 
iaa office; and hearing bis step she opened her door softly, 
ftnd drew him in. Theu she related fully all she had beard 
and seen on the post night. 

The nprigbt aud virtnous yonng man clasped his handu 
Agether in horror and disgust, but could not resolve whether 
t were fitter to declare the whole ' matter to her Bighnesa 
ifistantly or not. Clara, however, was of opinion that her 
jTace wonid derive great comfort li'oni the information, 
janse when the Prince fonnd how Sidonia had betrayed 
juld give Tip the creature of his own accord. To 
irbich Marcus answered, that probably the Prince would 
not believe a word of the story, aud then matters would b^^ 
1 a worse way tlian ever. 

lUa. — "Was ho afraid to disgrace Sidonia, becanse si 
WM his kmawomau? Was it the honour of his name f 
Irislied to shield, by sparing her from infamy?" 
Hie. — "No; she wronged him. If she were 
B woald still do his duty towards her Grace. The honfflj 
of the whole Pomeranian house was perilled berO) and 1 
ivonld save it at any cost. But did his dai'liug bride know 
■who the gbost was?" 

Bla. — "'So;- Bbo had been thinking the whole 1 
about him till her head ached, bat in vain." 
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to perform the ceremony on the third night from that; 
" For some time," he said, "would be necessary to collect 
people to assist them in their flight, and money must be 
distribated; bnt his Highness would of course repay all 
that he expended in his behalf, and further promise to 
give him and his family free quarters when they reached 
Stettin." 

After the ceremony, they could reach the boat through 
the convent garden, and sail away to Warte.* Then he 
would have four or Hve peasants in waiting, with carriages 
ready, to escort them to East Clune, from whence they 
could take another boat and cross the Haff into Stettin ; for, 
as they could not reckon on a fair wind with any certainty, 
it was better to perform the journey half by land and half 
by water; besides, the fishermen whom he intended to em- 
ploy, were not accustomed to sail up the Peen the whole 
way into the Haff, for their little fishing-smacks were too 
slight to stand a strong current. 

Hereupon the Prince answered, that, since it was neces- 
sary, he would wait until the third night, when the priest 
should have everything in readiness, but meanwhile should 
confide the secret to no one. So he turned away, and comforted 
the old mother again with his promises as he passed oat. 

The next morning, having written all down for Sidonia, 
and concealed the note in an arrow, he went forth as he had 
arranged, and began to tease the bear by shooting arrows 
at him, till the beast roared and shook his chain. Then, 
perceiving that Sidonia had observed him from the window, 
he watched a favourable opportunity, and shot the arrow 
up right through her window, so that the pane of glass rat- 
tled down upon the floor. In the billet therein concealed he 
explained the whole plan of escape ; and asked her to in- 
form him, in return, how she could manage to come to him 
on the third night. Would his dearest Sidonia put on the 
dress of a page? He could bring it to her little chamber 
himself the next night She must write a little note in an- 
swer, and conceal it in the arrow as he had done, then 
throw it out of the window, and he would be on the watch 
to pick J t up. 

• A town near tJ*6ott\. 
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So Sidonia replied to him that she was content ; bnt, as 
regarded the page's dress, he must leave it, about ten o'clock 
the next night, npon the beer-barrel in the corridor, but not 
attempt to bring it himself to her chamber. Concerning 
the manner in which she was to meet him on the third 
night, had he forgotten that the old castellan barred and 
bolted ail that wing of the castle bj eleven o'clock, so that 
she conld never leave the corridor bj the nsnal way; bat 
there was a tn^door near her little chamber which led down 
into the dncal stables, and this door no one ever thought of 
or nunded — ^it was never bolted night or day, and was qnite 
large enough for a man to creep throngh. Her dear Prince 
might wait for her, by that trap-door, at eleven o'clock on 
the s^ppoiated night. He conld not mistake it, for the large 
basket lay close behind, in which her Grace kept her darling 
little kittens; from thence they conld easily get into the 
cater conrt-yard, which was never locked, and, after that, 
go where they pleased. If he approved of this arrangement, 
let him shoot another arrow into her room; bnt, above all 
things, he was to keep at a distance from her dnring the 
day, that her Grace might not saspect anything. 

Having thrown the arrow out of the window, and received 
another in answer from the Prince, which the artful hypo- 
crite flung out as if in great anger, she ran to Clara's room, 
and complained bitterly how the young lord had broken her 
window, because, forsooth, he must be shooting arrows at 
the bear; and so she had to come into her room out of the 
cold air, until the glazier came to put in the glass. When 
Clara asked how she could be so angry with the young 
Prince — did she not love him any longer? — Sidonia replied, 
that truly she had grown very tired of him, for he did no- 
thing but sigh and groan whensver he came near her, like 
an asthmatic old woman, and had grown as thin and dry as 
a baked plum. There was nothing very loveable about him 
now. Would to heaven that he were quite well, and she 
vonld soon bid farewell to the castle and every one in it ; 
bnt the moment she spoke of going his sickness returned, so 
that she was obliged to remain, which was much a.^gaMaatVAx 
inclination; and this she might tell Clara m coxAdkfix^Rfc'*^'^ 
cause she had always been her truest friend. 
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desired to know more, but he said that his word was 
passed not to reveal more. So her Grace thought he 
meant himself, and promised to remain up. 

As ten o'clock struck the castellan locked up, as was his 
wont, all that portion of the castle leading to the women's 
apartments. Whereupon, Ulrich asked him for the kejs^ 
saying that he would keep them in his own charge. The 
he prayed his Serene Highness Prince Ernest, to accompan; 
him to the lumber-room. 

His Highness consented, and they both ascended in 'th 
dark. On entering, Ulrich drew forth a dark lantern fro: 
beneath his cloak, and made the light fall upon an old saxt; 
of armour. Then turning to the Prince — " Do you kno've 
this armour?" he said. 

"Ah, yes; it was the armour of his dearly beloved 
father, Duke Philip." 

JUe. — " Eight. Did he then remember the admonitio»s 
which the wearer of this armour had uttered, upon 1^** 
death-bed, to him and his brothers?" 

" Oh, yes ; well he remembered them, but what did tt^ 
long sermon denote?" 

Hie. — " This he would soon know. Had he not giv^^ 
his right hand to the wearer of that armour, and pledg^^ 
himself ever to set a good example before the people coi^^ 
mitted to his rule?" 

Hie. — " He did not know what all this meant. Had I*^ 
even set a bad example to his subjects?" • 

Hie " He was on the high road to do it, when he h^d 

resolved to wed himself secretly to a maiden beneath bi^ 
rank. (Here the young Prince became as pale as a corpse.) 
Let him deny, if he could, that he had sworn by his father's 
corpse, with his hand upon the coffin, to abandon Sidonia. 
He would not upbraid him with his broken promises to him, 
but would he bring his loving mother to her grave through 
shame and a broken heart? Would he make himself on a 
level with the lowest of the people, by wedding Sidonia the 
next night in the church at Crummyn?" 

Hie — "Had that accursed catholic nun then betrayed 

him? Ah, he was surrounded by spies and traitors, bat if 

lie 4xmld not obtain Sidonia hoyt, \v^ -wwjJl^ ^^ W the 
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moment he was of age and succeeded to the government. 
If he conld m no way have Sidonia, then he would never 
"'^ed another woman, but remain single and a dead branch 
for his whole life long. Her blood was as noble as his 
owTi, and no devil should dare to part them." 

lUe. — " But if he could prove, this very night, to the 
joxug lord, that Sidonia was not an honourable maiden, 
bat a dishonoured creature — " Here the young Prince drew 
his dagger and rashed upon the old man, with lips foaming 
witli rage ; but Ubich sprang behind the armour of Duke 
Pbilip, and said calmly: " Ernest^ — ^if thou wouldst murder 
me ^ho have been so leal and faithful a servant to thee 
aa^ thine, then strike me dead here through the links of 
thy father's cuirass." 

And as the young man drew back with a deep groan, 
he continued — " Hear me, before thou dost a deed which 
eternity will not be long enough to repent. I cannot be 
angry with thee, for I have been young myself, and would 
have stricken any one to the earth who had called my own 
^oble bride dishonoured. Listen to me, then, and strike 
^e afterwards, if thou wilt." Hereupon the old knight 
sapped out from behind the armour, which was fixed upon 
^ Wooden frame in the middle of the apartment, -v^ith the 
*^^linet surmounting it, and leaning against the shoulder- 
Piece, he proceeded to relate all that Clara had seen and 
^eard. 

The young Prince turned first as red as scarlet, then pale 
8ta a corpse, and sunk down upon a pile of old armour, 
tillable to utter anything but sighs and groans. 

Ulrich then asked if he remembered the silly youth who 
had been drowned lately, in consequence of Sidonia's folly ; 
for it was his apparition in the annour he then wore, which 
it was reported haunted the castle. And did he remember 
also how that annour (in which the poor young man'4 
father also had been killed fighting against the Be 
had been taken off the corpse and hung up aj 
lumber-room? 

Hie. — " Of course he remembered all that ; flWfd hap- 
pened too lately for him to forget the citcvixQsX^iia^i^ 
jjje, — " Well, then, let him take the lasitwii^^^ 
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If the ormoni hung stilt npoo the walL" 
] took the Unleni with trembling hands, uul bin 
to the place; bat no— there nas no armour there dm 
Then he looked ail round the room, but the armoar irit 
the serpent cre^t waa nowhere to be seen. He droppc 
the Untem nith a bitter execration. Hereapoo the al 
knight contLDoed — " Yoa see, ray gracious Prince, that ^ 
ghost must have iiesh and blood, like yon or me. Tl 
cMtellan tells mo that when the ghost lirst began b 
pranks, the helmet and cuu'ass ivere Etill foond era 
tnorniug in their nsnal place here. Bat for eight di; 
they have not been forthcoming; for the ghost, jon at 
is growing hardy and forgetting his usual precaatiM 
However, tho castellan had determined to watch him, m 
Kite hold of him, for as he rigbtiv conjectured, a spii 
could not cftrry away a heavy iron suit of armour oa Hj 
but his wife had dissuaded him from those measures op 
the present time. Come now to the stables with nu 
continued Ujrich, " and let us conceal ourselves in t 
coach which I mentioned to you; Klorcus Bork ahalloosai 
pany as, and let us wait there until the ghost appears, » 
creeps through the trap-door, .\fter some time wb ah 
folloff hrm; and then this wicked cheat wil! be detect* 
But before we move, swear to me that yon will awut 1 
issue peaceably and calmly in tlie coach; you must ntaA 
sigh nor groan, nor scarcely breathe. No matter what j 
iusc or 800, if you cannot control yom' fierce jealous ra| 

-U be lost." 

n the young Prince gave iiim his hand, and promt! 

p sQeiico, though it should cost him hi^ life, for no ( 

lO more anxious to discover the troth or falsehood 

^ ^fcj» matter than he himself. So they both descended n 

.Qi't-jfti*^, Ulrich concealing the lanfern mider 

; and thoyf crouched along by the wall till tt 

~^ hofse-pond, where Marcus Bork stood await! 

pliiiy glided on, one by oue, into the stables, s 

■s withiu tlio coach. 

\i they did so without longer delay, for scare 

wJ when the ghoat appeared. No doi 

ll «[ itM intended marriage, and wished to tt 
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Irantage of his lost opportuoity. As tlie aotind of his feet 
audible approaching ttic coach, the Prince almoat 
audibly, bat the stont old knight threw one arm 
■erfnlly round hb body, and placed the hand of the other 
ily over his month. The ghost now began to ascend the 
tech, and they heard him clambering np the hind wheel; 
ft slipped down, however (a bail omen), and muttered a 
tfcnree; then, to help himselt up better, he seized hold 
the sash of the window, and with it took a, grip of 
Itu^'a beard, as ho was leaning close to the side of the 
icfa to watch his proceedings. Not a stu- did the brave 
k knight make, bnt sat as still as marble, and even held 
* breath, lest the ghoat might feel it warm npon hia hand, 
A BO discover their ambnscadc. 

At last he was np; and thoy heard him clattering over 
sb beads, then creeping through tiic trap-door into the cor- 
tor, and a little after, the sound of a door gently opening,' 
■AH efforts were in vain to keep the Priuce quiet. He 
I8t follow him. He would rush through the trap-door 
f«er him, though it cost him hia life I Bnt old UTrich 
whispered in his ear — " Now I know that Prmce Ernest 
fias neither hononr nor discretion, and Pomerania has little 
•* bope from such a ruler." All in vain — be springs out of 
'■•e coach, but the knight after him, who hastily gave Mar- 
^s Bork the keys of the castle, and bade him go fetch the 
•lOUsehold, down to the menials, here to the gallery. Marcna 
loot them, and left the stablea mstantly. Then Ulrioh 
^izcd the hand of Prince Ernest, who was already on the 
'op of the coach, and aaked him was it thus he would 
Isave an old man without any one to assist him. Let him 
"* first throQgh the trap-door, while the Prince held the 
*tttem. To this be consented, and helped the old knight 
"P* who, havine reached the trap- door " '- Hiad throngh; 
'"it, alas I the portly stomach of the ■ ► i"<.. ' 

"Ot follow. He stretched out his h 
"lo, as far as it could go, and heart. 
^8 voices from Sidonia's little room^ iiien.|fc, 
™ tramp of many feet, became audible in thejjl 
nhich be knew that Marcus anil the hoift^. 
y*Bdng mpifily. 
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But the young lord, who was waiting at the top of tk 
coach, grew impatient, and pulled him back, cndeayomin 
to creep through the hole himself. Praised be Heavem. 
however, this he failed to do from weakness; so he wa- 
obliged to follow the grand chamberlain, who whispered 
him to come down, and they could reach the corrido:mr 
through the usual entrance. Hereupon they both left th^^ 
stables, and met Marcus in the court-yard with his com. — 
pany. 

Then all ascended noiselessly to the gallery, and rangec3- 
themselves around Sidonia's door. Ulrich now told eigh.'tJ 
of the strongest carls present to step forward, and lean thd-^" 
shoulders agamst the door, but make no stir until he gav^ 
a sign; then, when he cried, " Now I" they should burst i"iJ 
open with all their force. 

As to the young Prince, he was trembling like an aspM^ 

leaf, and his weakness was so great that two young mem 

had^to support him. In short, as all present graidually stol? 

, closer and closer up to the door of Sidonia's room, the old 

if knight drew forth his lantern, and signed to the men, who 

^ stood with their shoulders pressed against it; then, when all 

* was ready, he cried — "Now!" and the door burst open 

with a loud crash. Every lock, and bar, and bolt shivered 

to atoms, and in rushed the whole party, Ulrich at thdr 

head, with his lantern lifted high up above theiii all. 

Sidonia and her visitor were standing in the middle of 
the room. Ulrich first flashed the light upon the face of 
the man. Who would have believed it? — no other than 
Johann AppelmannI The knight hit him a heavy blow 
across the face, exclaiming: "What! thou common horse- 
jockey — thou low-born varlet — ^is it thus thou bringest dis- 
grace upon a maiden of the noblest house in Pomerania? 
[a I thou shall be* paid for this. Wait!— Master Han- 
^ fD£% some of his gentle love-touches this 




^^ iwhile, the young Prince had entered, and be- 
held" IMMa, as she stood there trembling from shame, 
and ep^*^"Oiiring to cover her face wit&her long beantifbl 
that fell almost to Wt V^^^. ^* S\dG\»flLl*' he 
with a cry as bitter as \^ a ^^^s^ix \\a^ ^^aaR^ 
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As he related all these things, her Grace turned upon 
Sidonia and spat on her; and the young lord having re- 
covered somewhat, in consequence of the water they had 
thrown on him, cried out — " Sidonia! is it possible? No, 
Sidonia, it is not possible!" 

The shameless hypocrite had now recovered her self-pos- 
session, and would have denied all knowledge of Appelmann, 
saying that he forced himself in when she chanced to open 
the door; but he interrupting her, cried — " Does the girl 
dare to lay all the blame on me? Did you not press my 
hand there when you were lying, after you fell from the 
stag? Did you not meet me afterwards in the lumber- 
room — that day of the hunt when Duke Barnim was here 
last?" 

" No, no, no," shrieked Sidonia. " It is a lie, an 
infamous lie;" but he answered, " Scream as you will, yon 
cannot deny that this disguise of the ghost was your own 
invention to favour my visits to you. Did you not drop notes 
for me down on the coach, through the trap-door, fixing the 
nights when I might come? and bethink you of last night, 
when you sent me a note by your maid, wrapped up in t^ 
little horse-cloth which I had lent you for your cat, with th^ 
prayer, that I would not fail to be with you that night noir 
the next" — oh, just Heaven! to think that it was upon thafc 
very night that Clara should break her shoe-string, by whiclm 
means the Almighty turned away ruin and disgrace from, 
the ancient, illustrious, and princely house of Pomerania, all 
by a broken shoe-string! For if the ghost had remained 
away but that one night, or Clara had not broken her shoe^ 
string, Sidonia would have been Duchess ofTPomerania, bnt 
what doth the scripture say, " man's goings ^iu;e of th® 
Lord. WJiat man understandeth his own way?"\ (ProV- 
XX. 24.) 

When Sidonia heard him tell all this, and how shA had 
written notes of entreaty to him, she screamed aloudjSp'l^ 
springmg at him like a wild-cat, buried her ten nails in n^ 
hair, shrieking, " Thou liest, traitor, it is false! it is false!'} 

Now Ulrich rushed forward, and seized her by her lon^ , 

Iiair to part them, but at that moment Master Hansen*^! 

the executioner^ entered in bis red do«k,^\\Nv «ct ^^\&\»oS;3 



UlricU had piivately sent for liira) and the grand 
nberlaiit instautlj let go tiia hold of Sidonia, saying — 
fan 001116 in good time, MaElcr Hansen ; take away this 
st^ed pair, lock tlicm up in the bastion toivcr, aud on 

mom bring them to the horse-market by ten of the. 

k, and there scourge and brand them, then carry thorn 
b to the frontier oat of onr good State of Wolgast, and 
Asm both go their ways from that, whither it mayptcaso 

Rlieii Sidonia beard this, she let go her pa^moiir aud 
fkiotiog Dpon tho bed, but recovering horaclf in a little 
9, she exclaimed, " ^V1lat is this yoa talk of? A noble 
den who is as innocent as the child in its cradle, to ba 
irged by the common executioner? Oh, is there no 
istian heart here to take pity on a poor helpless gull 
dons yoQUg Prince, even if all the world hold me guilty, 
cuinot, DO, yon caouot; it is impossible]" 
[erenpon the yonng lord began to tremble like an aspai, 

and said in a broken voice, "Alas, Sidonia — you 
ayed yonrself: if yon bad not mentioned that trap-door 
me, I might still have belieyed you innocent, (f, who 
ight some good Bngel had guided you to it!) now it is 
ossible, yet he comforted, the executioner shall never 
irge you nor brand yoa — yon are branded enough 
ftdy." Then taming to tho grand eharaberlain he said, 

with his consent a haugaian ehonld neyer lay hi:! 
ds tipon this nobly-born luaiden, whom he hod once 
ined to he Duchess of Pomerania, but Appclmann, thlj 
&-bom vassal who had eaten of his bread, and then 
■ayed him like a Judas, let Itira bj flogged and branded 
iiiich 03 they pleased; no word of"|jg^ehoutd save tho 
med seducer from punishment. ^^~ ^_ 

lotwithstanding this, old I'lrich was iktarrained on 
ing SiJonia scoorged, and my gracloas LaJy the Duchess 
; have her scourged loo. " Let her dear son only think 
if the ali-merciful God had not inteuposcd, be would 
D 1wen utterly mined and his princely house disgraced. 
Deans of this girl: nothing but evil had she brougiit with 
ancc first sho set foot iu the castle; she had caused \\k 
nos3; item, tho death of two yoiHigkoightsbv drowning; 
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I 
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item, the terrible cxccutioo of ■Toachim Bnddei ^^^H 
bebeadeil »t ilio festivnl, and liad she not, In ^^^| 
whipped litr dear little Ciisimir, nliich nnseemlf ^^H 
only lateljFoome to her knowledge? und had etie^^H 
made every man in the castle that appniached her,^^H 
love of her, all by her diabolical condactF Xo, ^^^H 
tho wretch: ehe merits her chastisement a thoosidj^^H 
thousand-Jbldl" and old Uindi exclaimed 1ikewi8e,;^H 
with the wretch and her paramom'I" ^^H 

Here the' yonng lord made ou cHbrt to epring forldH 
aave her, but fell fainting on the ground, and while Si 
attendants were bnay nmning for water to throw over SB 
Clara von Dewitz, tnming away the exccntioner wift % 
hand, from Sidonia, fell down on her knees before her Chw 
and besought her to spare at least the person of thfijfl 
unfortmiate miuden; did her Grace think that any pusl^ 

rt could exceed what she hud already sneered ? Let It 
compassionate heart plead along with her words — tf 
did not tiie Scripture say — ■'' Vengeance Is mine, saith 6 
Lord." „ 

Herenpon her Grace looked at old TJIrich without apw 
iBg, bnt he understood her glance, and made answer, 
tho hangman must do his duty towards the wretch !" 
her Grace said mildly, " Bat for the sake of this deai „ 
young maiden, I think we might let ber go, for, rcmeiS 
if she had not opened out this villainy to us, tho crei^ 
would have been my daughter-in-law, and my prmcoly m 
disgriiced for evermore." 

Now Marcus Bork stepped forward, and added hlspr^ 
that the noble name be bore might not be disgraced 
Sidonia. " Ha htffi ever been a faithful fendal va3aal to 1 
princely house, and bad not even scrupled to bring i 
secret wicked deeds of his cousin before the light 'of d) 
ihongh it was like a martyrdom of his own fleah and Uc 
for conscience' sake." 

Here old UhlcU btirst forth in groat haste: "Se( 
thousand devilal Let the weuch bo off, then. Not anoti 
night should she rest in tlio castle. Let her speak — irti 
Apnld ahe go to? where should they bring her to?" 
I'And when Sidonia Snawerod, sobbing, " To Stettin, 



Ilk6r grscioUB Lord, Dake Barnim who would take pitj oa I 

Uer becapse of her innocence," Ulricli laughed ontright In ] 
Eseni. " I shall give the driver a letter to him, aod another J 
IntltT &ther. Perhaps hi$i Grace will show thee tnic pltj^ .1 
HwIaiiTO thee with his horsenbip to Stramehl. Bat ihtHtU 
^PUt journey in the same coach whereou thy leman clam-^ 
^R&ed up to the trap-door, aud blaster Hansen sliall Nt on 
B^ «acli-box and drive thee himaelf. As to thy darling 
Btable-groom here, the master most set hia mark on him 
^■Ate he goes, but that can be done when the hangnuui 
^Bbuzie fi'om Stettin." 

^L^^ Appelmann heard this, he fell at the feet of the Lord 
^mtmberlain, imploriitg him to let him off too. " Had he not 
HUen to Spantikon*, wtthont stop or atay, at the pcr3 of his 
^M, to oblige Lord Ulrich that time the Lapland Wisard 
^Hfle the evil prophecy; and though his illnatrioaa lady died, 
K* y l^^t ^^ ^^^ "o f^'^^ *>f his, and hia Lordship had 
BBnt promised nut to forget him If he were bnt in need, 
1-^ now he demanded, on the strength of his knightly word, 
I ^t ^ horse should be given him from the dncal stables, and 
I ftat he be permitted to go forth, free and scatbelesa, to 
' 'ill ivlii'rever it might please him. Hia sina were tmly 
■ \ upon bici, and bo would try and do better, with the 

Wlwii the old knight heard hira espresa himself in ihia 
o^Jy sort (for th? knave knew hia man well) he was 
lelted to compassion, and said, "Then go thy way, and 
I God give thee grace to repent of thy manifold sina." 

Her Grace had nothing to object, only to pat a fixed 
I bamer between the Prince and Sidonia, she added, " Bnt 
■ Kod first for Dr. Gershovias, that be may unite this sbame- 
l]eu pair in marriage before they leave the uastle, and then 
rkhey can travel away together." 

Hereupon Johana Appelmann exclaimed, "No, newsrl ] 
iHowcould ho hope for God's grace to amend him. living j 
r with a thing like thai, tied to him for life, which God a 
■'man alike hold in abhorrence?" At this speech Sidoni» I 
I Breamed aloud, " Then lying aud accui'sed siaUo-grooji' 
I dareat thou speak so of a oaatle and^'snd- dowered maidaal 
r and she flew at him, and wouldTia.To Itrtt. V 
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Marcus Bork seized hold of her round the waist, and dragged 
her with great effort into Clara's room. 

Now the tears poured from the eyes of her Graco-at such 
a disgraceful scene, and she turned to her son who was 
slowly recovering, " Hast thou heard, Ernest, this groom — 
this servant of thine — ^refuses to take the girl to wife, whom 
thou wast going to make Duchess of Pomerania? Woe! 
woe ! what words for thy poor mother to hear ; but it was 
all foreshadowed when Dr. Luther — ^" &c. &c. 

In short, the end of the infamous story >vas, that Sidonia 
was carried off that very night in the identical coach we 
know of, and Master Hansen was sent with her, bearing 
letters to tTie Duke and Otto from the Grand Chamberlain, 
and one also to the Burgomaster Appelmann in Stargard. 
And the executioner had strict orders to diive her himself 
thie whole way to Stettin. As for Appelmann, he sprung 
upon a Friesland clipper, as the old Chamberlain had 
permitted, and rode away that same night. But the young 
lord was so ill from grief and shame, that he was lifted to 
his bed, and all the medici of Grypswald and AVolgast were 
summoned to attend him. 

And such was the end of Sidonia von Bork at the ducal 
court of Wolgast. But old Kussow told me that for a long 
while she was the whole talk of the court and town, many 
wondermg, though they knew well her light behaviour, that 
she should give herself up to perdition at last for a common 
groom, no better than a menial compared to her. But I find 
the old proverb is true for her as well as for another: " The 
apple falls close to the tree ; as is the sheep, so is the lamb ;'* 
for had her father brought her up in the fear of God, in 
place of encouraging her in revenge, pride, and haughtiness, 
Sidonia might have been a good and honoured wife for her 
life long. But the libertine example of her father, so 
destroyed all natural mstmcts of modesty and maidenly 
reserve within her, that she fell an easy prey to the first 
temptation. 

In short, my gracious Prince Bogislaus XIV, as well as 
all those who love and honour the illustrious house of 
Wolgast, will devoutly thank God fov having turned away 
tLIs disgrace in a manner bo UuAy Yiou^^t^vA. 
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I hare already spoken of the broken sboe-tie, but in 

*^tiitioD, I must point out that if Sidonia bad counselled 

«er paramour to take the armour of Duke Philip, which 

iung in the same lumber-room, in place of that belonging to 

the serpent knight, that wickedness would never have come 

to light. For assuredly, all in the castle would have believed 

that it was truly the ghost of the dead duke, who came to 

J^proach his son for not holding the oath which he had 

sworn on his coflGin, to abandon Sidonia. And consequently, 

respect and terror would have alike prevented any human 

soul in the castle from darmg to follow it, and investigate 

its object. Therefore, let us praise the name of the Lord 

who turned all things to good, and fulfilled, in Sidonia and 

her lover, the Scripture which saith, "Thinking them- 

aelves wise they became fools." — Rom. i. 21. 
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Host Eminent and Illustriocs Prince! — Yonr Grace 
must be iafonaei], that much of what 1 have here set doirn, 
in this second book, was commonicated to me by that 
»itie old Uckermann of Balow, of whom 1 iavo spoken 
*lready in ray first volome. 

Other important faeta I have gleaned from the " Diary 
"f Magdalena von Petersiiorlin, Pr'im-issa of the Convent 
*• Morieniliess. She waa an old and worthy matron, 
*aoni Sldonia however used to mock and insnlt, calling her 

* old cat, and such like names. But she revenged her- 
^*f on the shameless wanton in no other way, than by 
^i^ting down what facts she could collect of her d'lsgracefal 
^e and conraea, for the admonition and warning of lh( 
5o]y Sisterhood. 

lliis little hook the pions nan left to her sister Sopbi%l 
Vho is still living in the Convent at Ataiienflless ; and she,^ 
It my earnest entreaties, permitted me to pemae it. 

Before, however, I continnc the relation of Sidonia'a 
Rdventares, I mnst state to your Grace, what were the 
tircumstances which induced Otto von Bork to demand 
nrgently the dues upon the Jeiia from their nighnesses of 
^ettin and Wolgaat. In my opinion, it was for nothmg 

i than to revenge himself upon the burgomaatcr of 
(targard, .lacob Appelmann, father of the erineny. 






quarrel bsppened jeara before, but Otto never forgot it 
and only waited a fitting opportnnitj- to take vengeance « 
him and the people of Stargsrd. I 

Tbia Jacob Appalmann was entitled to receive a gr« 
portion of the Jena dnea, which were principally paid ^ 
liim in kind, particularly in foreign spioes, which he ofif^ 
wards sold to the Polish Jews, at the annnal fairheld it 
Straineb!. 1 

It happened, upon one of these occasione, aa Jacob, wt 
two of hia porters, appeared as nsnal carrying b^P^ 
spices, to sell to the Polish Jews, that Otto met him in fiK 
market-place, and invited him to come up to his castle, M 
that many nobles were aaaerobled thoro who would, H 
donbt, give him better prices for his goods thaji the Fc^ 
Jews, and added that the worthy burgomaster muat drilffi 
his health with him that day. i 

Now, Jftoob Appelmann was no deapisor of good chera « 
of broad gold pieces; so, unfortunately for himEelt M 
accepted the invitation. But the knight had only lured 1^ 
up to the castle to insult and mock him. For when ha eB 
tered the hall, a loud roar of l.iaghter greeted his app««r 
ance, and the half-drunk gnesta, who were swilling the iria^ 
as if they had tnns to fill, and not stomachs, swore that M 
must pledge each of them separately, in a lusty dran^ 
So they handed him an enormons becker. cut with Ott^ 
arms, bidding him drmn it; but as the Herr Jacob beataai 
hia boat asked him, laughing, was ho a Jeso disciple, *W 
ho refused to drink? j 

Hereupon the other answered, he was too old for ft u| 
ciple, but he was not ashamed to call himself a sernuif ] 
Jesus. 

Then tliey all roared with laaghter, and Otto spokfr— l 

" My good lords and dear friends, ye know how that thi 
StargBid knaves joined with the Pomeranian Dnka ti 
ravage my good town of Stramehl, so that it can bo Qt^ 
called a village now. And it is also not nnknown to ytH 
that my disgrace then passed into a proverb, so that peojd 
will Btill say — 'He fell upon me as the Stargatdiana npo 
St[»mehL' Let us, then, revenge ourselves to-day. i 
this Jera?a servant will not drink, then tear open hia oiontl 
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Bn-diib tlierein, nod poor dotni a good liraaglil till 1 

^eriea 'enoaghl' As t(> bis spices, let as $c*tter 1 
■ i Poiish Jews, as pease before swin^ and it 
pftstiioe lo MX) how the beasts Trill lick tbem 
l[ Stramehl retort upon Slargarvi, and the 
if hod will shout with laughter. For wherefore doea 
i> Slai^ard pedlar come here to my fairs? Majk^ I 
iH Tisit bis." 

Fatia of laughter and applause greeted Otto's speech; 
t Jacob, when he beard it, determiDed, if pos^le, to 
et bis eECftpc ; and, watcbiag bU opportunity, for be waa 
t ndy one there uot drank, sprang ont «f the hall, and 
^e flight of steps, and bemg yoaog then, never drew 
nth till he reached the market-place of Stramehl, and 
niped into his own wagon. 

In Tain Otto screamed out to "atop him, stop him;" all 
I KTranta were at the fair, where indeed the people of the 
i CQiiatry ronnd were gathered. Then the host and 
»^lSBta sprang np ihemselsea, to ran after Jacob Appel- 
. I, but Riajiy could not etand, and others tumbled down 
l&e way. However, with a chorus of cries, curses, and 
'^" 's. Otto and some others at last reached the wagon, and 
}ld of it Then they dragged out the bags of spicea, 
1^ anptied tbem all down npon the street, crying — 
"Come hither, ye Jews; which of you wants pepper? 
Wo wants cloves?" 

So alt the Jews in the place ran together, and down they 
on all-fonra picking up the spicos, whiUi their long 
9 swept the pavement quite clean, Ileyl how tbey 
d and screamed, and deajt blows about among tliem- 
Ifes, till their noses bled, and the place looked as if game- 
tes bad been fighting there, whereat Otto aud his roister- 
B £tieEt« roared with laughter. 

One of the bags they puUed out of the wagon ooutained 
iBaniou; bat a bnntsman of Otto Bork's, not knovring 
*Ut it was, poured it down likewise into the Etroet Cln- 
8 then BO rare, that it sold for ita weight in gohl. 
* an old Jew, Gp<ring the predoua morsel, cried out — 
*'rwBe be to Godl Praise be to Godl" and ran through 
•to Bork's lags to got hold of a stick of it. TWa 
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the kntght look Hovv, and swing the dnnamon, he 
wBj bid the hunlsmaD gather it all up ag&in qi 
CU17 it safelr borne to the castie. 

But the old Jew TTonld bj no means lei go bb biA 
the booty, and kept the sticks in one band high &bo^ 
head, while with the other he dealt heaiy buffets upon 
hontsman. An apprentice of Jacob Appelinann'a bal 
all this from the wagon, and knowing what a costly A 
this cinttftmoQ was, he made a long arm ont of the mg 
and snapped awa; the Eticks from the Jew. Upon t 
the huatsmaa sprang at the apprentice, but the UH 
seising a pair of pot-hooks, which bis master hod that ^ 
bought in the fair, dealt snch a blow with them npon 
head of the hnntsmim, that he fdl donm at once npoo 
gronnd quite dead. 

Now everyone cried ont ''Huiiler! morder! 
.lodutcl Jodntel" and they tore the bags right and 
fi-om the wagon, Jews as well as Christians, bnt Otto 
maoded them to seize the apprentice also. So iheyr 
him out too. He was a line yonng man of tvrenty- 
Lonis Griepentroch by name. There waa such an 
tbnt the men who held the horses' head were forced 
Whercnpon the burgomaster resolved 
tnnity for escape ; and without heeding the lamcntal 
the other apprentice, Zabel Griepentroch, who prayed 
Ciimeatly to stop and save his poor brother — Jeered 
driver to lash the horses into a gallop, and never atopw 
stay until the unlucky town was left far behind them. J| 

Otto von Itork ordered instant pursuit, bnt in Tain. TIJ 
faarj^omnster could not bo overtaken, and reached WangaJH 
Is (dfety. There he put up at the inn, to give the pantlltf 
holtH breathing-tune ; and now the aforesaid Zabel bescoij^ 
Mok. with mnny tears, to write to Otto Bork on behidtlJ 
Ml poor brother, to which the burgomaster 'at last coM 
^$/HA\ (tir 'i*) loved these two yonths, who were orphflD 
^ lifrtn*. VtA ho bad brought tiiem up from their tiM 
feMi M<l trotted them in nil things like a true and bviq 
g^l^ 80 he wrote to Otto, "That if noghtof ill hl(l 

,- f ... the young Louis Griepentroch, be (tbe burgoiwd 
. vd wnplnin to bis (Jroce of Stettm, for the yvttA 
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al}' done his duty in trring to save li : prop^rrr of hi* 
r from the hands of robberi."" Tne zvA Jl^jI. 
er, admonished Zabel to make up hL mini for tLe 
for the knight was not a man whose Lean onli be 
, as he himself had experienced but too wei] thai 

the sorrowing jonth little heeded the a^imcohlo&fi, 
iized the letter, and ran with i: liui: suae ereziiDg 
) StramehL Here, however, no one would Lsven Vj 
) one heeded him; and when at last he gfji up vj 
id gave him the letter, the knight swore ht w>l1I 
n s^ve if he did not instantly quit Uit town. No^ 
)r yonth gm^ed his teeth in rage and i^iiili^ aiti 
in^ to be revenged on the Imight. 
, then came by a great crowd le&lliiz Lis brccinr 
U) the gallows; and on his head they had tiiKk a hi^h 
2ap with the Stai^ard arms paint^i tLerdon, ivamtly, 
r with two griffins (Sidonia, iLieel ha.'i ftiih^uA it, 
e was by, and dapping her hands w:iu deligL:; ; asd 
greater scandal to Stargard, they had tlt^ two hires' 
) the back of the cap, with the inscripiion wn'.mi. in 
3tters above them — " So cam'i the Siaryariiaii to 
jhll" 

I Otto and his gncsts gathered rouni the gali^ws, aad 
market-folk, with great nproar and laughter. Somma: 
;he poor carl saw all this, and that there was no hope 
heart's dear brother, neither oaM he even get n'^ar 
St to say a last '- good-night," h': ran like mad to the 
which was almost empty now, as every one had gone 
market-place; and there, on the hill, be tamed ronnd 
w how the hangman had shovel his dear Lonis from 
Ider, and the body was swinging lamentably to and 
ween heaven and earth. So he seized a brand and 
J to the brew-house, from which a thick smoke and 
ames soon rose high into the air. Now, all the peo- 
ihed towards the castle, for they suspected well who 
>ne the deed, particularly as they had observed a 
fellow running, as if for life or death, in the opposite 
>n towards the open country. So they pursued him 
ill shouts from every direction ; right and left they 



imnled him in, and ent off his escape to the yi 

Ottu Bork sprang upon a fresh borae, and guUoped 
with thorn, roaring oat — " Sei^e the rascall — seiza Ihe C 
incendiuryl Ha who takes him shall have a tnn of myh 
beer I" Gut others bo despatched to the castle to tit 
gni^h the flames. 

Now the poor Zabcl knew not what to do, for on W 
aide his paraaera were gaining fa^t npon him, and he tfl 
Otto'fl voiee close behind crymg: "There he nrnsl thert 
rnnsl seise the galtowa-bird, that ho may awing wilb 
brother this night. A tun of my beat beer to the mani 
taites himi Seize the incendiaryl" So the poor wnl 
in his anguish, threw off his smock upon the grass 
sprang into the lake, hoping to be able to awim to the ot 
side and reach the wooii 

"In after him!" roared Otto; and a fellow jnrap* 
instantly, and seizing iiold of Zabel by the hose, draj 
him along with him; bnt they were soon both carried 
deep water — Zabel, however, was the uppermost, and 
the other down tight to atiflo him. Another seeing 
bank, planged in to rescue hU companion, and from 
diyed down underneath Zabel, mtending to seize him r 
the body; but it so happened that the fishermen of Stric 
had lud their nets close to the place, and he plunged d 
into the middle of the largest, and stuck there misOTt 
which, when Zabel observed, he let the other go, who 
now quite dead, and striiek oat baldly for the opp 
bank. The fishermen sprang into their boats to parsiie 
and the crowd ran round, hoping to cut off the pass b 
he could gain the bank ; but he was a brave youth, and 
tauced them all, jumped on land before one of them i 
reach him, and plunged into the thick wood. Here it 
vain to follow him, for night was commg on fast; 8 
pursued his path in safety, and returned to his masb 
Stramebl, 

Otto von Cork, however, would not let the matter 

here, for he had sustained great loss by the barning o 

brew-hoQse (the other buildings were saved); therBfoi 

■ wrote to the honourable council at Stargai-d — '■ That b, 

^Kaiueftil and scandalous burning of his brew-house, he 



It tm fine honnds named Stargwd and Stramehl, which 
Hbad brOQgiit himself Ti-oia Silesia; item, two old ( 

l8 ttd a woman; item, in the lake, two other SBrvanffi 

Idbeen drowned; and all hy the revenge of an apprentice, 

e he had justly caused hia brother to be esecnted. 

~ 'a apprentice must be given up to liim, that he 

3ght have him broken on the wheel, otherwise their vas- 

t oa the Jeui should suffer in such a sort, that the 

gar^ians would long have reasoa to remember Otto 

a of the honourable coancillors were of opinion 

Jshould by no means give up the apprentice; first, 

had insulted the Stargard arms, and, secondly, 

&ght appear as if they feared he would fulfil Wa 

e&ts respectmg the Jena. 

,t Jacob Appelmann, the burgomaster, who lay sick in 

cd from , the treatraeut be had received at Stramehl, 

'ely disapproved of this resolation; aud when they came 

'm for hia advice, proposed to give for answer to the 

t that he should first indemnify him for the loss of hia 

y spices, which he valaed at one thousand florins, and, 

1 thia aum was paid" down, they might treat of the 

er eonceruing the apprentice. j 

he knight, however, mocked them for making SQcb SB ' 

i demand as compeusation, aud I'evterated bis threats^ 

( if the young man were not delivered np to him, he 

old punish Stargard with a great punishment. 

~'a council, however, were still defermmed not to yield j 

i as the borgomaster lay sick in his bed, they released 

i apprentice from prison ; and replied to Otto, "That if 

A l^ke the public peace of hb imperial majesty, let the 

sequences fall on his own head — there was still jasticd 

r them to be had in Pomerania." 

"When the burgomaster heard of this, 1 

■ d in a litter, sick as he was, to the honourable coundl 
d asked them : "Was this jnt^tice to i-c-lcaae au ii 
I prison? If they sougbt justice for t 
them deal it out to others. No oae had lost more by tl 
n than he: hia income for the n 
a gone; and the euro am' :: --■-■-- •- 
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besides, had reduced him to this state of bodily weakness 
which they observed. It was a heart-grief to him to give 
up the young man, for he had reared him from the baptism 
water, and he had been a faithful servant unto him up 'ti 
this day. Could he save him, he would gladly give up btii 
house and all he was worth, and go and take a lodging upon 
the wall; for this young man had once saved his life, 1>J 
slaying a mad dog which had seized him by the tail of bli 
coat; but it was not to be done. They must set an ho- 
nourable example, as just and upright citizens and fearless 
magistrates, who hold that old saying in honour: ^ Ficd 
justitia et pereat mundus;'* which means: 'Let justice \y^ 
done, though life and fortune perish.' But the puniishmeii^t 
of the wheel was, he confessed, altogether too severe for tli© 
poor youth ; and therefore he counselled that they should 
hang him, as Otto had hung his brother." 

This course the honourable society consented at last to 
adopt; but the knight had disgraced their arms, and they 
ought in return to disgrace his. They could get the coiur* 
painter from Stettin, at the public expense, and let him 
paint Otto Bork's arms on the back of the young maa's 
hose. 

Here the burgomaster again interfered — " Why shottl<^ 
the honourable council attempt a stupid insult, beciEiuse tb6 
knight had done so?" But he talked in vain; they wero 
determined on. this retaliation. At last (but after a grefl^ 
deal of trouble) he obtained a promise that they woul^ 
have the arms painted before, upon his smock, and noi 
behind upon the hose, for that would be a sore disgrace 
to Otto, and bring his vengeance upon them. " Why should 
they do more to him than he had done unto them? The 
scripture said : * eye for eye, tooth for tooth, and not two 
eyes for an eye, two teeth for a tooth.' " Hereupon the 
honourable council pronounced sentence on the young mao, 
and fixed the third day from that for his execution. But first 
the executioner must bring him up before the bed of the 
burgomaster, who thus spoke: "Ah, Zabel, wherefore didst 
thou not behave as I admonished thee in Wangerin?" 
And as the young man began to weep, he guve him bis 
band, and admonished Vim to \)^ ^t^^^^t Ivn the death- 
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t, uked his forgiveness for having couckmned hiiii 

it VII3 hi^ iluiy oa ii inigistmte so to do — thanked hiin 

rtotDg «Lved hid life by akyiug the mad-dog; fioallf ' 

" ^'~ " good-Bight, " and then bariod his face in the 

SQtho hoDgmaii carried back the weeping youth to the 
Buiit-haU, where the honourable couociilora hud the Bork 
e Taetencd upon his smock, and out of fui-thor malice 
iiist Otto, (for they knew iho burgomastcf being sick iu 
bed, could not hinder them) they placed over them a 
IS [dece of pasteboard, on which was written — " So did 
SEsrgardians with Stramehl." Item, they fastened 
tha two corners a p^ of wolfs em's, becanse Burk, in 
I Wendig tongue, signifies wolf. This waa to revenge 

lelves for tbe hares' tails. 
Then the poor spprentice n'as can'icd to the gallows, 
1 load laughter finm the common people. And even 
) honourable councillors w:Lxed merry at tbe sight, and 
^0 hsingnian pushed him from tlia ladder, ibey cried 
I, " So win the Stargardians do to Stramehl i" 
Now Otto heard tidmga of all thoeo doings, but lie 
ired to complin to bb Highness the Duke, because lie 
nself had begun the quarrel, and the/ had only retorted 
ma fair. Item, be did not dare to stop tbe boats upon 
i Jena — for lie knew that although Dnke Bumim was 
Ully of a soft and placable temper, yet when lie was 
ised, there was no more dangerous enemy. And if the 
Vgardians leagued with bim, thoy might fall upon bia 
ni of Stramehl, as they had done once before. 
Therefore he waited patiently for an opportnnity of 
renge, and held his peace until Sidonia acquMuied Llm 
th the loTO of the yonog Prince Ernest. Then he re- 
red to demand the daes upon the Jena to be given up 
bim, and if his wicked de^e had been gratified, I think 
B good citizens of Stargard might have taken to the 
ggar's staff for the rest of their days, for like all the old 
Uiaeatic towne, iheu- entire subsistence came to them by. 
ler, and all their wares and merchandise were canietlj 
tbe Jena in boats to tbe town. These the knight woul^ 
ted Eo hiylily, if Iio Imd hecu mmlc owuev of tM 



r 



1 78 SnX)KIA THE SORCBBEBS. 

does, that the town and people would have b( 
niined. 

It has been abready stated, that the Doke Ba 
an ambiguous answer to Otto upon the subjec 
knight, after his visit to Wolgast, was so certain 
his daughter in a short time Duchess of Pome 
he already looked upon the Jena dues as his 
proceeded to act as shall be related in the next c 
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CHAPTER IL 



r OTTO VON BORK DESIANDS THE JEHA DOES FBOM THS I 
nARQAtEBIANS, ASD EOW TB£ BUfiGOMASTEB JACOB AFPEI^ I 
HilfiJ TAKES mil PRISONER, AND LOCKS HIM IIP M THE USD \ 

is the aforea^d knight aod my gracioua lord, Duke Bamim, 
'ineyed home from Wolgaat, tho formor diacouraed much 
(I tim nutter of the Jena dae^ but his Groc^ listened in 
^^ -0 after hia manner, and nicked away at his doll. (I 
Mafc, however, that his Grace did Bot ciaite naderstand the 
■Sttar of the Jena dues himself.) 

Samrao. — While Otto was at Stettin, iie received 
ifoTDiation that three vesiels, laden with wine and spices, 
] all matmer of merchandise, were on their way to 
^|ard, BO he took this for a good sign, and went straight 
> the town and np to the bargomitster, Jacoh Appelmann, 
'Onld not sit down, however, bnt made himself as stiff as 
' his back would break, and asked whether ho (Appelmann) 
i that the lands of the Bork family bordered dose 
^n the Jena. 

"Yes, he knew it welL" 
Bjc — " Then he conld not wonder if he now demanded 
is from every vessel that went np to Stargard." 
Ule. — " On the contrary he wonld wonder greatly; ainco 
V an act passed in the reign of Dakc Bamim the First, 
, 1243, the lieedom of the Jena had been secnred 
|i them, and they had enjoyed it np to the present date." 
"' " StoffI what was the use of brining np these 
Hia GrBce of Stettm, aa well as the Dachess of' 
Tolgast, had now given them over to him," 
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lUo. — " Then let his Loi'dfiliip produce lus chutor; I^^H 
had got oue, whj not eIiow it?" ^^H 

Hie — " Xo, he bad not got tho Tcritton order jcl, ^^^H 
would soon have it" I^^H 

llle. — "Well, until llien tlioy would nbttie b^ tii^^^| 

Ulc — " By DO mcatia. This very day liD would In^^^H 
beiog paid the doe:*." ^^^H 

nio. — " That meant, tliat he pui-poaed to break tho^^^H 
of oar Lord tlio Emperor. Let liim thmk well of n^^| 
mi(;hc cost bim dear." ^^^^1 

Hie — " That was his cure. The Stargardiam <!^^^| 
not a Bccond time hang hh arms on tho gallows." j^^H 

Illc. — <> It was a simple act of retaliation, hod If^^^| 
read — 'An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth?'" ^^^H 

nie. — " Nonaense I was that retaliaUou — when a j^^H 
low burgher ca^rls took upon thomsolvca to di8gnw^^^| 
lord of ciistlea and lands; as well might one of lua serfs WMH 
he atrnek him, strike him ia rctnrn, that would be letaliaiii^*^ 
too. Hal ha I ha I" 

llle. — " Wliat did his Lordship mean ? He was no TiUjg* 
justice, nor were the burghera of this good town serfs o* 
boors." 

Hie, — " If ho knew not now what he meant, he woul^ 
soon learn ; ay, and take off his hat so low to the Bork ara* ^ 
that it woald touch the gi-oucd. Then, too, he might luil»-" 
elf get a lesson in retaliation." 

And herewith the knight strode flrraly out of the roon«-* 
without even saluting the bui'gom aster, hut iTacoh knev^ 
well how lo deal with him, so he sent instantly for th^ 
keeper of the forest, who lived m the thick wood on the bai^^ 
of the Jena, and told him to watch by night and day, aai- 
if he obseired anything imasual going on, to spring upoa 
a horse, and bring him the intelligence without delay. 

Meanwhile, the knight summoned all his fendal vaosals 
around him at Stramehl, and toid them how his Grace lud 
bestowed the Jena dues npou him, but the sturdy bnrgheM. 
of Stargard had dared to impagn his rights; therefore M . 
each of them select two trusty followers, and meet aU' * 
togethtr on the niorroiv morn at I'liUcrliu, close to tha 
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i» ferrj. Tiien, if there cime liy any vesseU Uilen^ 
li (hoico wines, let thom be snm and drlak a iicalthi 
So [hey all btliovcil Lim, and csme to tbS' 
xt place with twenty horsemca, and the kuiglit liiia- 
t bronght twenty more. There they DDsntldlatl and. 
' e meadow, then set to work to throw a liridgo 
Wthe river. As soon aa the forest ranger spied ihcni, 
loddled his wild clipper, which ha himself had canght in 
> [Ickermand conntry, and ftew like wind to the town 
brtbe wild horaea are mnch stonter and fleeter tiian tho 
e, bat there are none to be found now in all Pomerania). 
When tfao burgomaster heard this tale, he told him to go 
~!k the way he came, aed keep perfectly still nutil he sam 
*Wck«t rise from St. Mary's tower, then let him loose "^ 
It) hounds apon the horses in the meadow, and he aod tht 
feghers wonld follow soon, and make a quick end of thi 
Pwer knights and freebooters, but he woald wait for tt 
•fiarB, before giving the promised sign from St. Maiy'i 
hotter, that he might have time to got back to tho n'oodi 
•lill the knight and his followers continued working at tho 
*idge right merrily. They took the ferryman's planks and 
Oleg, and cat down large oak-trees, and every one that 
*^ It across the ferry must stop and help them, but their 
t qnite completed, when three vessels ajipciired 
X aight, laden with all sorts of merchaudise, and making 
irect for Stnrgard. As soon as Otto perceired thom, he 
tJok half-a-dozen fellows with him, and jumped into a fewy- 
•cat, crymg — "Hold! until the daes are paid, you can go no 
briber. The river and tho land alike belong to nie now, 
I I must have my dnes, as hia Grace of Stettin has 
Eoromanded." 

, however, stiiotly objected, aaylng that 
e memory of man, they had never paid daes upon thdl 
Hooda, and they would not pay them now: bat Otto 
' I knights jumped on deck, followed by their sqnirea, 
1 having asked for tho bill of lading, decimated all tho 
;ooda, as a priest collecting his tithe of the shoavea. Then 
e took the best cask of wine, bad it rolled on land, and 
sailed out to the crew, who were crying lihe children — " NoWi 
■good peoplii, yon mny go yonr ways." 
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Appelmann crept down agciin into the cabin. When t 
knight stepped on board, he kissed and embraced her — ^bn* 
where was the yonng Prince whom he had seen standix'^ 
beside her? 

Ilia, — " Alas! it was not the Prince; the young lord h*fl 
ehamefallj deceived her!" (weeping.) 

Hie — "He would make him suffer for it then; let bio* 
tell her the whole business. If he had trifled with her, s^^' 
should be revenged. Was he not as powerful as anj dv^ 
in Pomerania?" 

Ilia " He must send awaj all the bj-standers &re^} 

did he not see how they all stood round, with tb^ 
mouths open from wonder?" Hereupon the knight roaX^ 
out, "Away, go all, all of ye, or I'll stick ye dead •J 
calves. The devil take any of you who dare to listeP- |^ 
His whole frame trembled meanwhile as an aspen 1^^ 
and he could scarcely wait till the carls clambered o'«^ 
the bundles of goods — "What had happened? in t"*^* 
name of all the devils, let her speak, now that they w^^ 
alone." 

But here the cunning wanton began to weep so piteous^sJ' 
that not a word could she utter; however, as old Otto gii^^J^ 
impatient, and began to curse and swear, and shake her t^^^^^^^l^ 
the arm, she at last commenced (while Appelmann 
listening from the cabin) : — 

"Her dearest father knew how the young lord ha 
bribed a priest in Crummyn to wed them privately, but 
was all a trick which his wicked mother had suggested 
him, in order to bring her to utter ruin; for on the 
wedding night, while she was waiting for the Prince in 
little room, according to promise, to flee with him to Omm- 
myn, the perfidious Duchess, who was aware of the wl 
arrangement, sent a groom to her chamber at the appom 
hour, and she being in the dark, embraced him, thinkisj 
ho was the Prince. In the self-same instant the door 
burst open, and the old revengefal hag, with Ulrich voi 
Schwerin, rushed in, along with the young Prince and Mi 
Bork her cousin, amid a great crowd of people with lantemi 
And no one would li.sten to her or heed her, so she wa 
/' ' *t same night out of lYvft ca.ftV\^, \\>^^ ^ w^mmo' 
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Hot trnst his word, and not nntil he had pledged his knightly 
^th would they consent to stop. Some, indeed, were not 
even content with this, and required that he should stand 
bare-headed on the bank, and take a solemn oath, with his 
hand extended to heaven, that he would deal with them as 
«© had promised. 

To this also the knight consented, since they would not 
believe he held his knightly word higher than any oath ; 
*hongh in my opinion he would have done anything they 
^©manded, such was his anxiety to behold the Prince and 
Pxinceps of Pomerania, for he could imagine nothing else, 
but that his daughter and her husband had been turned out 
^ Wolgast by the harsh Dachess and the old grand 
^amberlain, and were now on their way to his castle at 
Stramehl. 

Here my gracious Prince will no doubt say, " But, Theo- 
dore, why did she not call on her father sooner, when, as 
yoti told me, he was on board this very vessel plundering 
^be wares?" 

I answer: " Serene Prince! your Grace must know that 
fibe and her paramour were at that time crouching in the 
^bin, through fear of Otto, for the sailors did not know her, 
^r who she was. They had taken her and Appelmann in 
^t Damm, and believed this story: — that he was secretary 
to the Duke at Stettin, and Sidonia was his wife; they 
^ere on their way to Stargard, but preferred journeying by 
>ater, on account of the robbers who infested the high roads, 
And who they heard had murdered three travellers only a 
few days before." 

But when Sidonia had found what her father had done, 
and heard the crew cursing and vowing vengeance on him, 
she feared it would be worse for her even to fall into the 
bands of the Stargardians than into her father's, and there- 
fore rushed up on deck and called out to him, though her 
paramour conjured her by heaven and earth to keep quiet, 
and not bring him under her father's sword. 

Summa. — As the vessel once more stood still, the knight 
sprang quick as thought into the feny-boat along with some 
cf his followers, and rowed off to the vaaa^Y, -wV^x^ \ask 
daughter sat upon a bundle of mercbandVae aivdi ^^^\.,\J 



ten or twelve blood-honnda resounded fearfiilly across tliN>M 
meadow where the horsea were grazing, and the dogs flim^ 
on them, and tore some of them to the groand and t^Ki 
others, so that they dashed nearly to their masters, wK.^ 
were lying roond the wine-cask, and others fled into Itx^ 
wood bleeding and groaning with pain and agony, as m^] 
they had been human creatoreB. « 

Then all the fellows jumped up from their wine-caAflt*' 
and screamed ns if the If^t day had come, and Otto let t}tei' 
stone fall fi'om his hand with horror; but still called 00.^ 
boldly to his men to know what had happened. " Was fl»a 
devil himself among them that accm^ed evening?" 

Then they shouted in return, that he mnet hasten W*-; 
land, for the Stargardians were npon them, and had killed 
all their horses. 

"Strike them dead, then; kill all, and himself the las*^ 
bnt he would go over and help them.'" __ 

So he jumped into the boat with his companions, bot hs^-" 
not time to set foot on shore, when the Stargardians, hora^* 
and foot, with the burgomaster at their head, dashed foPlf^* 
from the wood, shonting—" So fall the Stargardians npoi^* 
Stramehll" 

At this sight the kuight conld no longer restrain h^^ 
impatience, but jumped ont of the boat; and alchongli^ 
the water reached np under his arms, strode forward, ■— 
crying — 

"Courage, my brave fellows; down with the ohnHs. -r 
Kill, slay, give no quarter. He who brings me the hand 
of the burgomaster sliall be my heirl His viie son hath 
brought my daughter to shame. Kill all— all I I Will 
never outlive this day. Ye shall all he my heritors — only 
kill! kilil kill!" 

Then he jnmps on land and goes to draw his sword, bot 
ha has none — only tlie scabbard is hanging there; and as 
the Stargard men are already pressing thick uiion then, 
he shouts — 

"A sword, a swordl give me a swordl My good c&Stla 
of Stramehl for a sword, that I may slay this base-bom 
ctmrl of a burgomaster !" -^ 

a bl<Adhonnd jumped at liis throat, and t^re hiarfdH 



g h» felt the horrible mnzzlo closer 
(, he screamed ont — 
'emel save me! Oh, woe is me!" 
f M U t!ie Bame moment, Sidouin's voii 
totte ressel, shrieking — 
"Riiher, father, save me; this groom is I 
Wk— be is kaiing me;" while a lond roa 

tie crew accompanied her cries. 
, however, came to sive the knight; for the 
OB were slaying right and left, and Otto's followers 

It otterlj discomfited. So the knight tried to draw his 
r, and having got hold of it, plunged it with great 
^^ e into the heart of the ferocioaa animal, who feel back 
l^hl, Hnd Otto sprang to his feet. Jnst then, however,- 
P"fcnet recognised him, and, seiKuig hold of him by '^ 
f, flirried him off to the other prisoners. 
— . l(ow, indec^l, might he call on the monntains to fall 
■£^ and the hiUs to cover him (Hosea x.); and no^ 
B*o might feel, too, what a terrible thing it is to fall into 
e hands of the living God (Hebrews x.); for the 

1 wounds, I'm thinking, bomod then Lke hell-fire In 
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upon a bank and wiped I 



would not hcod me; you have 
do you understand what retalia- 
eye, a tooth for a tooth?'" 
And as the other stood quite silent, he continued — 
"Where is your charter for the Jena dues? Perchance 
J It is contained in this letter, which I have received to day 
frtm her Grace of IVolgaat, addressed to yon. Hand a 
lutern here, that the knight may read iti If the charter 
is not therein, then he shall be flung into prison this night 
»hh his followers, nntil my lord, Duke Barnim, prononnces 
judgment upon him." 

The ferryman advanced and held a light, but Otlo had 

I acatcely looked over the letter when he began to tremble 

I if be woold fall to the grouodi and then «igha4 foitb, 

like tlic rich man la hell— j * ------ 
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Hereupon the brave burgomaster answered — "I know 
it well; however, as you have answered me honestly, I 
will spare you. Burghers, do not bind his hands, neither 
those of my son. Ye have enough to suffer yet before ye, 
and God give you both grace to repent-. And now to the 
town! The crew shall declare to-morrow mom, before 
the honourable council, what they have lost by the knight'sr 
means ; and he shall make it all good again to them." 

So all the people returned with great uproar and rejoicing* 
back to the town, and the bell from St. Majys and St John's 
rung forth merry peals, and all the people of the town ran 
forth to meet them; but when they saw the knight a 
prisoner, and his empty scabbard hanging by his side, they 
clapped their hands and huzzaed, shouting: '* So fell tho 
Stargardians npon Stramehl." Thus with merry langhtfif* 
and jests, and mockings, they carried him up the street ^ 
the tower called the Bed Sea, and there locked him "^ 
well guarded. 

Here again he prayed the burgomaster to acc^t * 
ransom, but in vain. Whereupon he at last solid*^ 
pen, paper and ink, and a light; that he might indite ^ 
letter to his Grace, Duke Barnim; and this was graa^^ 
to him. 

As for his unworthy son, the bufgomaster had Imi^ 
carried to his own house, and there placed him in a roo^j 
with three stout burghers as a guard over him. A^^ 
Sidonia was placed by herself in another little chamber. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

^ OTTO BOBk'S dreadful SUICIDE; ITEM, HOW SIDONIA AND 
JOHANN APPELMANN WERE BROUGHT BEFORE THE BURGO- 
MASTER, 

t^RiNG that night there was a strong suspicion upon every 
le's mind that something temble was going to happen; 
r a great storm arose at midnight, and raged fearfollj 
und the Bed Sea tower, so that it seemed to rock, and 
ben the night-watch went ronnd to examine it, behold 
ree toads crept out,* and set themselves upright upon the 
i-rapet like little manikins, as the hares sometimes make 
emselves into manikins. 

^Vhat all this denoted was discovered next morning, for 
tien the jailor entered Otto's cell in the tower, he saw him 
^xxg on the floor in a pool of blood, with his own dagger 
eking in his heart. On the table stood the lamp which 

had asked for, still burning feebly, and near it a great 
iny written papers. 

The man instantly ran for the burgomaster, who followed 
aa with all speed to the tower. They felt the corpse, but 
'vvas already quite cold. So then a messenger was dis- 
tched for the chirurgeon, to hold a visum repertum over 
XI. 

^ean time they examined the papers, and found first my 
Scions Lady of Wolgast's letter to the unfortunate father — 
- same which had made him tremble so the day before — 
^ therein was related all the shameful circumstances 
f^cerning Sidonia, just as Ulrich had stated them in the 
ter to the burgomaster. Then they came u\)oii kva U&t 
ll and testamentf but where the seal ou^^\.oV«^r^\swe«^ 
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there lay a Itirge drop of blood, with this memorandnm 
beneath it : " This is my heart's first blood which I have 
affixed here ia place of a seal, and may he who slights ife 
bo accursed for evermore, even as my daughter Sidonia." 

In this testament he had completely disinherited hia 
daughter Sidonia, and made his son Otto sole inheritor of 
all his property, castles, and lands (for his daughter Clara 
was already dead, and had left no children). Nothiog 
should his daughter Sidonia have but two farm-houses in 
Zachow,* just to keep her from beggary, and to save the 
ancient illustrious name of their house from falling into fnf' 
ther contempt. Yet should his son think proper to give bar 
further alimerUum, he was at liberty so to do. Lastly, for 
the second and third time, he cursed his daughter, to whom 
ho owed all his miseiy, from the afifidr with the apprentice 
to that concerning the Jena dues, up to this his most mise- 
rable and wretched death. Item: the burgomaster picked 
up another letter, which was addi-essed to himself, and 
wherem the knight prayed first, that his body might not be 
drawn by the executioner to burial, as was the custom wiA 
suicides, but conveyed honourably to Stramehl, and there 
deposited in the vault of his family; secondly, that bis 
daughter Sidonia might bo sent to Zachow, there to leam 
how to live humbly as a peasant maid — for that she 
might look to being a Duchess of Fomerania, only wb^ 
she could keep her evil dcsures still for even a couple rf 
days. 

Then he cursed her so, that it was pitiable to read; afld 
proved that, if he had been a more God-fearing father, flbe 
might have been a different daughter; for as St. Paul B$fl 
(Galatians vi.), *^ What a man soweth, that shall he al^ 
I'eap." The letter further said, that, for the good deed don* 
to bis corpse, the burgomaster should take all the gold found 
upon his person, consisting of eighty good rose-nobles, aod 
indemnify himself therewith for the loss of his spices tbat 
day in Stramehl, when they were scattered before the Jew* 
Ho lastly desired his last will and testament to be conveyed 

• A siiiall town near Stramehl, and a nii!c and a half from llvgen* 
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his soil, along with his corpse ; and, farther, hb son was 
send compensation to the crew for the cask of wine, and 
atercr other losses they had snstained, according to his 
ghtlj word which he had pledged to them. 

5imima ^W'hen the chuTirgeon arrived and the bodv was 

onined, there was fonnd npon the nnfortnnate knight a 
se, embroidered with pearls and diamonds, containing 
ity rose-nobles, which the borgomaster in no wise dis- 
led to receive, and then laid the whole matter before the 
curable council, with the petition of Otto concerning the 
)se. The honourable council fully justified the burgo- 
ter for all he had done, and gave their opinion that, as 
good to>\Ti had no jurisdiction over the knight, so they 
d have none over his bodv, and therefore let it be re- 
ed with all honour to Stramehl, particularly as he 
, in all things, made amends for the wrong he had done 
Q. As regarded Sidonia, two porters should be sent to 
TQj her to Zachow. 

lean time, Sidonia had heard of her father's horrible 
;h, and lay on the ground nearly insensible from grief. 
; then the burgomaster returned from the council-hall, 
commanded that she and his profligate son should be 
ight before him. When they arrived, he asked how it 
pened. that they were both found in the vessel, for Ulrich, 
grand chamberlain, had written to inform him that 
mia had been sent away in a coach to Stettin, with the 
jutioner on the box. 

[ere Sidonia sobbed so violently that no word could she 
r; therefore the son replied, "That such had been done, 
that he had been given a horse from the ducal stables, 
had followed the coach; and, when they stopped at 
:ermund for the night, he had secretly got speech with 
)nia, and advised her to try and remove the planks from 
bottom of the carriage and escape to him, for that he 
lid be quite close at hand. And he did what he could 
'• night to loosen the boards himself. So in the morning, 
3nia got them up easily, and first dropped her baggago 
through the hole, which he picked up ; and then, as thoy 
le to a soft sandy tract where the coa.ci\x Yvtivi \.q \5fi n^yj 
^fy, she let herself also down through \t\ axivi, €\xxVvw{,\\ 
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the deep sand, let the coach go over her Trithont any hurt. 
Then he came to her, and they fled to the next town, where 
he bought a wagon from some peasants, for her and her 
luggage to proceed into Stargard, for she was ashamed to 
appear l)efore Dnke Barnim, and wished to get on from 
Stargard to Stramehl; bat when they reached Damm, they 
heard snch wild tales of the robbers and partisans who 
infested the roads, that Sidonia grew alarmed, and made 
him go by water for safety. So he left the horse and wagon 
at the inn, and took ship with the merchants who were 
going to Stargard: these were their adventures. The rest 
his father knew as well as himself. 

The burgomaster then asked Sidonia had he spokeiL 
truth. So she dried her eyes, and nodded her head for" 
" Yes." 

Then he admonished her gravely, for that she, a nobl^ 
maiden, could have dishonoured herself with a mere bnrgh — 
er's son, like his Johann, in whom, even he his own fathear 
must say, there was nothing to tempt any girl And noT^ 
she knew the truth of those words of St. James: "Lnsti^ 
when it hath conceived, bringeth forth sin ; and sin, whesm 
it is finished, bringeth forth death." 

Her sin had, indeed, brought forth her father's death; — ■ 
would that he could say only his temporal death. This hoT 
father had himself asserted in his testament, which he held 
now in his hands, and for this cause had left all his goote 
lands, and castles to her brother Otto — only giving her two 
farm-houses in Zachow to save her from the beggar's stiS 
and their noble name from falling into yet greater contempt 
— and, in addition, he had cursed her with terrible curaei; ^ 
but these might be yet turned away, if she would incline her i 
heart to God, and lead a pious, honest life for the rest of 
her days. And much more the worthy man preached to 
her; but she interrupted him, havmg found her tongue at 
last, and exclaimed in wrath: '^ What I has the good-fo^ 
nothing old churl written this? Let me see it; it cannot 
be true." 

So the burgomaster reached her the paper, and, as sha 

read, her colour changed, and at last she shrieked aloud and 

fell down before the burgoma&lec, dai^^m^ \^& Vsm^ and 
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praying by the Jcsn cross not to send such a testament to 
W brother, for that he was still harder than her father, be- 
CMse he was by nature avaricious, and would grudge her 
even salt with her bread. Let him remember that his sou 
^ had promised her marriage, and would he destroy his own 
children? 

Then Jacob Appclmann turned to his profligate son, and 
Mked, "Does she speak the truth? Have you promised 
her marriage?" 

But the shameless knave answered : " True, I so pro- 
^'^d her, when we were at Uckermund ; but now that she 
has no money, I wash my hands of her." 

Such villainy made the old man flame with indignation. 

"He would make him know that he must stand by his word 

— he would force him to it, if he could only think it would 

06 for the advantage of this wretched girl But he would 

*^nionisli her to give him up ; did she not see that he was 

shameless, cruel, and selfish? and how could she ever hope 

*^ turn to God and lead a new life, with such an infamous 

Pfti'tner? Item: his son should be made to work, and to feel 

poverty, so that his evil desires might be stifled ; and as for 

^®r, let her go in God's name to Zachow, and there in 

^Utude repent her sins, and strive to wm the favour of 

<Jod." 

But that was no water for her mill ; so she continued to 

**xxient, and weep, and pray the bui'gomaster not to send 

^Qe will to her harsh brother; upon which he answered 

Mildly: *' Wert thou to lie at my feet till morning, it would 

^ot help thee: the testament goes this day to Stramehl; 

out I will do this for thee. Thy father left me some rose- 

Uobles, in a purse which he carried about with him, as a 

compensation for my spices, which he strewed before the 

Jews in Stramehl, of which deed thou too wcrt .also guilty, 

as I know; therefore I was not ashamed to take the money, 

but of the purse thy father said nought ; so I had it in my 

mind to keep it — ^for, in truth, it is of more "worth than the 

nobles it contained. If I mistake not, these are true pearls 

and diamonds with which it is broidered. Look, here it is. 

TVTiat sayest thou?" 

Here she sobbed, and answered — ^^ ^\ie Vxv^-s^ \\» ^^\ — 



aha had bi'oidei'cd the purse herself. They were luc^^^f 
therms pearls and diamonds, and part of her bridal f^^^| 
truly they were ^orth three thoosaud florias." l^^H 

'* Then," said the brave old man, " I will gire tha^^^f 
parse, since it was not nained cither for me or for tl^^^^H 
ther at Stramehl. Tnke it to Zadiow; then 'wiit n^^^H 
good penny of it, Bo plons and God-fearing, and I^^^B 
triouf, remembering what tlic Holy Scripture aaya (]^^^| 
xxxi.) : ' A Ttrtdous woman takes wool and ^la:^^^^| 
labours diligently with her hands. She stretches o(i|^^^H 
hands to the wheel, and her fingers grasp the s[^^^^H 
Hadst thou learned this, in pUce of thy costly bro^^^H 
methinks it would have been better with thee this daj|^^H 

As he thns spoke, he put the parse in her hands, tn^^^^t 
iaatantly liid it in her pocket. Bat the profligate ^^^^^M 
now snddenly became repentant, for he thought^ if ^^^^| 
obtain nothing good from my father, I may at least l!^^^^| 
purse. So be began to weep and lament, and fell doi^^^^f 
at his father's feet, saying, if ho would only panlo^^^^^ 
this once, he wontd indeed take this poor maiden tO^^^H 
as he had promised her, for he alone was guilty of hei^^^H 
only would his heart's dearest father for^ve him? A^^^H 
the hypocrite went on with his lies. l^^H 

Whereupon his father made answer honourably l^^| 
mildly, " Socb promises thou hast often made, but I16**^P 
kept. However, I will try thee yet ag^n. If thon w£^^ 
spend eaoh day diligently writing in the council office, snc- 
retum eaoh night to sleep in my chamber, and coniinn ^ 
this good conduct for a few years, to testify thy repentsnc^^ 
as a brave and upriglit son, and Sidonia meanwhile eon-""^ 
tinues to lead a godly and humble life at Zachow, then, ic^* 
God's name, ye shdl both many, and make amenda fitf^ 
your sin; but not before that." 

As he said this, and bid liis son stand np, the bypocrita 
answei-ed : yes, he would do the will of his deai' father; 
but dien he must keep back this testament; so wonld 
hia children be happy. Otherwise, wlierefore should they 
marry? — what could they live on? A couple of cabins in 
Zachow wonld not be enongh. ' 

" Truly," replied the old man, ■' if I were as great a 
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bire as thon art, I would do as tbou hast said; yet, 
^Itafgh the loss of the spices, which her father wickedly de- 
j tnjed, did me such iujury that I had to sell my house, to 
jfEt the means of living and keeping thee at the University 
frfGiypswald, I will keep my hands pure from the property, 
ftfno^r; even if this property belonged to my greatest 
Ittmy, and the enemy of this good town also. Summa. — 
Us day thou shalt go to the council-office, the testament 
to Stramehl, and Sidonia to Zachow. 

So the knave was silent; but Sidonia still resisted; she 

vndd not go to Zachow — ^never; but if he would send her 

to Stettin, she was certain the good Duke Bamim would bo 

J bid to an nnfortunate maiden, who had done nothing more 

^ what thousands do in secret. Aud whatever the 

gndous Prince resolved concerning her, she would abide by. 

When the burgomaster heard this speech, ho saw that no 

lOQadment was to be expected from her; and as he had 

^ authority to compel her to Zachow, he promised, at last, 

to send her to Stettin on the following day, for there were 

^0 market wagons going, and she could travel in one, 

^^ thereby be more secure against all danger. And so it 

^done. 



HOW SIDONIA MEETS CLiCDE CCKEHHANN AGAIH, ASOS 
DIU TO WED HER, — ^ITEM: WHAT HE ASSWfiBEI 
1£T ORACIO03 WHO OF STETTIN BECEIVKD RKB. 

StDONiA, nest morning, got a, good soft seat in tlie*V 
upon the anck of a, cloth, merchant; he wns conuK.dj 
bnrgomaster, Hnd prorai^d to take her with him,,! 
friendship for him. AH tho men in the wngon wera'J 
with, speara and muskets, for fcai' of the robben, WW 
growmg more daring everj day. 

60 they proceeded; bnt had not got far from tl 
when a, horseman galloped furiously after them, t 
out that he woald accompany them; and this n 
Ucfcermaim, of whom I have spoken so much in my & 
book. He too was gomg to Stotcin. Xow when Sido**^ 
saw him, her eyes glistened lilte a cat's when she s 
mouse, and sho rejoieed at the prospect of snch good 
pany, for since the wedding of ber sjstcr, never had 
handsome youth come across her, though she via const__^^ 
looking ont for him. So as be rode up by the wagon, V^ 
greeted him, and prayed bim to alight and come and alt ^^ 
her upon the sack, that they might talk together of da^ 
old times. " 

She unaguied,no doubt, that be knew nothing of ftll th^ 
had happened; but ber disgrace was as public at Staxg^^ 
as if it had been pealed from the great bell of St JSaif^ 
He therefore knew her whole story, and answered, ihlj 
silting by her was disagreeable to him now; and he rorf 
on. This was plain enough, ono would think; but Sidoid^ 
StiU held by her delusion ; for as they reached the first iaM 



I 3top{ied tu feed tbe boracs, she saw lum etepping aadu 
avoul her, nnd seatiog himself at aome tlistanco on U 
lie so she pnt on her flattering face, and advanced to him. J 
lug, •* Would not the dear young knight make up with berf j 
R^C uled him? — it was impossible bo could resont hef ] 
ftin at her Eieter's wedding, Ohl if he had comftj 
. nnd oskeil her, serionaly, to be his wife, in place o{3 
in the middle of the dancing, as if he had been 011I7 
tiog, she would never havo had another hnsband, foT'^ 
thst till now, never had so bflndaome a knight met hoc i 
i bnt Bhe was still free." I 

'Berenpon the yoong nan (^s be told nic himsi^lf) mads 
rer: "Yes, she had rightly judged, he was only jesting, ] 
tabmg hi« pastime with her, as they sat there npon the 
for he held in imapeakable aversion aitd disgust, a 
from which every one sipped." 

Idll Sidonia woold not comprehend him, and began to 
: aboat Wolgnst Bnt he looked down straight before 
. in the grass, and never spake a word, but tnmed on 
lU heel and entered the ion, to sec after his horse. So be 
It rid of hCT at laaL 

As the wagon set off again, she began to Eing so menily 
id loudly, that a!! the wood rang with it. And the young 
night was not 90 stupid but that he tndy discerned her 
•aning, which was to show bim that she cared little for 
words, since she coold go away in such high apiriti 
inmma. — When they reached the inn at Stcttm, Sidonia,! 
)t all her baggage carried in from the wagon, and therfl' 
Bed herself with all her fineiy; silken robes, goldt 
■net, and golden chains, rings, aod jewels, that all the 
Mple saluted her when she came fortb, and went to the 
latte to ask for his Uigbucss the Duke. He was in his 
oduhop, and had just finished tnrnuig a spmulng- wheel; 
9 I&nghcd aloud when she entered, ran to her, embraced 
and cried, "What! my treaanrel — where hast thou 
£0 long, my sugar-morsel? How I laughed when 
Hansen, whom my old, fiily, sour cousin of Wolgasc 
t with thee, came in lately into my workshop, nnd told 
he had bronght thee hither in a dnca! cuachi T ran 
[t^tly to the conrt-yard ; bnt when tlio knave 
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(ioor, my litiic tbiuah had ftowii. Wiiero bast liion ^^| 
ta loag. Toy sugoT' morsel ?" ^^H 

As bia Grace put all those qneetions, lie couUancd ^^^^| 
bcr, so that bi^ long white beard got tangled in her g^^| 
cUaios; and as ehe poshed hiin away, d bnach of ll^^H 
malned Bticking to her brooch, go that he screoined ibr^^H 
and {lut hifi baud to his chin. At this, in mshed tbe^^H 
marabnl and the trcitsui'er (who were writing is ^,^^H 
ciiainbcr) da white as corpses, and asked, " Who is mnrd^^H 
liis Graco?" but his Grace hehl ap his hand over hia ^^H 
ing mouth, and winked to them to go away. So whieil^^| 
saw that it waa only a maiden combat, they went theij^^H 
Unfiling. ^^H 

- Hereupon speaks his Graco: " See now, treaBiue,^^H 
thoti hast doDel Thou canst ho so kind to a giwn^^H 
th; own gracious prince will treat so harshlyl" J^H 

Bat Sidonia began to weep bitterly, ''What did he QnH 
of hflc? The whole alory was an iarention by hia old sont. 
CODBIQ of Wolgast to ruin her because she wonld not leam 
her cotcchiam (and then sho told tho same tale na Ifl her 
ftihei-) ; but would not his Gi'ace take pity on a poor fbr- 
siken lufddeu, seeing that Piince Emcst could not deny hQ 
had promised to make her his bride, and wed her privatdy' 
at Ornnimyn, on the very next sight to that on which her; 
Gnce bad so shamefully outraged her?" 

"My sweet treasurcl" answered the Duko, "tho young 
Prince was only making a fool of you ; therefore be coutent 
tiult things are no worse. l''or even if ho had wedded yon 
privately, it wouid have been all in viun, seeing that neither 
the Princely Widow nor the Elector of Brandenburg, hit 
godfather, nor any of tho princes of the holy Roman Empire, 
nor lastly, the Pomeranian States, would ever have permit- 
ted so unequal a marriage. Therefore, what the priest 
johied iu Crumwyn would have been put asunder next day 
by the ti'ibunals. My poor nephew is a silly enthusiast not 
to have perceived this all along, before he put auch absm'dt- 
lies in your head. That ho talked gallantry to you waa 

■natural, and I wished him all success, but tliat bsj 
I ever have talked of m.irriagG shows him to bo enH 
jibau I cspecled ffoni his yvnrs,'" ^H 
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Hero Sidonia's tears bui-st forth anew. ** Who would caro 
for her now that her father was dead, and had left her pcnni* 
bs? All because he believed that old hypocrite of Wolgast 
moro than his own daughter. Alas! alas I she was a poor 
orphan now I and all her possessions would be torn from 
^et by her hard-hearted ayaridous brother. Yet surely 
^ Grace might at least take pity on her innocence." 

His Grace wondered much when he heard of Otto's 

death, for the letters brought by the market wagon fi*om 

the honourable council, acquainting him with the matter, 

^&d not yet arrived, and he scratched behind his ear and 

^d, " It was an evil deed of that proud devil her father, 

^ claim the Jena dues. He had got his answer at Wolgast, 

^d ought to have left the dues alone. What right had ho 

^ break the peace of the land, to gratify his lust and greed? 

^t was well that he was dead; but as concerning his 

Testament, that must not be interfered with, he had no 

Po-wer over the property of individuals. Each one might 

teave his goods as best pleased him, yet he would make his 

^J'easurer write a letter in her favom* to her brother Otto : 

that was all that he could do." 

This threw Sidonia into despair; she fell at his feet, and 
t^ld him, that let what would become of her, she would 
^^ver go a step to Zachow, and her harsh brother would 
^ever give her one groschen, unless he were forced to it. 
-ttis Grace ought to remember that it was by his advice she 
ha<i gone to Wolgast, where all her misery had commenced ; 
•^i* by the trdtorous conduct of the widow, there she had 
^^en robbed, not only of her good name, but also of her for- 
^^^Ue. So his Grace comforted her, and said that as long as 
J^^ lived she should want for nothing. He had a pretty 
'^ouse behind St. Mary's, and six young maidens lived there, 
^ho had nothing to do but spin and embroider, or comb out 
^he beautiful heron's feathers as the birds moulted; for he 
^^(X a large stock of herons close to the house, and there 
?^^a a darling little chamber there, which she could have 
^^ttiediately for herself As to clothes, they might all get 
'^^ handsomest they pleased, and their meals were sup- 
I^Ued from the ducal kitchen. 

■As his Grace ended, and lifted up Sidoma. m^Vv^'s*^^ V^^- 
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she wept and sighed more than ever. " Coald he think 
of her? No; she would never enter the honso which wa 
the talk of all Pomerania. If she consented, then in^ 
would the world believe all the falsehoods that were told <^ tf 
her — of her, who was as innocent as a child!" Hereapo^cn 
his Grace answered stiff and stem (yet this was not hi-^ 
wont, for he was a right tender master), " Then go yo 
ways. Into that house or nowhere else." (Alas! let evi 
maiden take warning, by this example, to guard against tb^ 
first false step. Amen, chaste Jesus I amen.) 

That evening, Sidonia took up her abode in the 
But that same evening there was a great scandcUum, ani 
tearing of each other's hair among the gb-ls. For one of thei^^ 
named Trina Wehlers, was a baker's daiughter from Stramehf^ 
and on the occasion of Clara's wedding, she had headed ^ 
procession of young peasants to join the bridal party, bnf? 
Sidonia had haughtily pushed her back, and forbid them to 
approach. This Trina was a fine rosy wench, and toy Lord 
Duke took a fancy to her then, so that she looked with 
great jealousy on any one that threatened to rob her of his 
favour. Now when Sidonia entered the house and saw the 
baker's daughter, she commenced again to play the part of 
the great lady, but the other only laughed, and mockin^y 
asked her, " Where was the princely spouse, Duke Ernest 
of Wolgast? would his Highness come to meet her there?" 

Then Sidonia raged from shame and despair, that this 
peasant girl should dare to insult her; and she ran weeping 
to her chamber, but when supper was served, the scandalum 
broke out in earnest. For Sidonia had now grown a little 
comforted, and as there were many dainty dishes from the 
Duke's table sent to them, she began to enjoy herself 
somewhat, when all of a sudden the baker's daughter gave 
her a smart blow over the fingers with a fork. Sidonia 
instantly seized her by the hair, and now there was snch an 
uproar of blows, screams, and tongues, that my gracions 
Lord, the Duke, was sent for. Whereupon he scolded the 
baker's daughter right seriously for her insolence, and told 
her that as Sidonia was the only noble maiden amongst 
them, she was to bear rule. And if the others did not 
obejr her humbly, as bcP^ttcd liei i«i»V^ xVc^ ^^\i\.\ ^ V» 



SIDOMIA THE SORCERESS. 203 

vbipped. His Grace wore a patch of black plaister on his 
\, dun, and attempted to kiss Sidonia again, but she pushed 
Idm away, saying that he must have told all that happened 
H Wolgast to these girls, otherwise how could the baker's 
daughter have mocked her about it. 

Whereupon my gracious Lord consoled her, and said that 
If idle were quiet and well behaved, he would take her with 
him to the Diet at Wollin, for all the young dukes of Pomer- 
ftnia were to attend it, and Piince Ernest amongst the 
number, seeing that he had summoned them all there, in 
order to give up the government of the land into their 
hands, as he was too old now himself to be tormented with 
state affairs. 

When Sidonia heard this, hope sprang up within her 
heart, and she resolved to bear her destiny calmly. 





CHAPTER V. 


THEY VTENT ON 1 


UKASTUIE AT WOLCAST. 1 


WET AT won 


JN, AKD WHAT HAPPESKD ' 



With regard to their Sereno Higtmesses of Wolg 
already related, lib^v priino, that the young h 
Lndovictu, was carried out of Sidomit's chambc 
dead, when ho beheld her ahommahle wicked 



And all can easily believo that ho lay fbrli 
eick onto death. In vain Dr. romins offered b' 
speciiic, be woald take nothiag, did notbisg di 
bat ^gh and groan — 

"Ah, Sidonia; ah, my beloved heart's-hrid 
can it be possible? Adored Sidonia, my hea 
Bidonia, Sidonia, can it be possible?" 

At last the idea struck Dr. Pomins that i 
magic and devil's work in it. So he searche 
his learned books, and finally came upon a 
WHS infallible in snch cases. This was to burn C 
a dead man to powder, and let the sick bewitcl 
smoke the ashes. Such wus solemnly recomt 
Pctrns llispanns Ulyxbooeosis, who, under )~" 
John XXII. ascended the papal thi-ona See tl 
Paiipcrwn, cap. ult. 

Uat the PHuce would neither lake anjlhiiM 
anything, and the delirium amatoriiim gi 
idarniing day by day, bo that the whole due 
plonged into the deepest grief and despair. 

Now there was a prisoner in the bastion ti 
gast, a cnri from Kntzow, who bad been i 



Sonaed for pracCism^ boniblo sorceries and ma^; 
Leiy, having changed tbe calves of hia neighboors luto 
[ harea, which iostinclively Btarted off to the woods 
ren never seen more, aa the whole town testiGed; 
, other devil's doings ho liad pvactiaed, which I now ] 

i, bnt they were folly proved against hiia, and si 
I sentenced to be burned. 

rtiis man now sent a mcgeage to the anthoritles, that ' 

h^ pardoned him and allowed him free passage from the 

fH, ho wonlii tell of something to cure the yonng h 

b was agreed to; and when he was brought to the 

nnbcr of the Prince he laid bis car down npon his breast, 

Haten. if it wcra witchcraft that ailed him. Then he 

"Tea; the heart beats quite unnaturallj-, the sonnd v 

! the whimpering of a fly caught in a. spider'a web ; their j 

lahlpa might listen for themselves." 

Whereupon all present, one atler the other, laid their ear 

bn the Ifl-east of the young Prince, and heard really aa he 

i described. 

The carl now said that he would give his Highneaa a 
a which would make him, from that hour, hate the 
(It who had bewitched him as much as ho had adored 

'• Item The yoang lord most sleep for throe days, 

I when he woke, his strength would have rotnmed to 

I; to procure this sleep he most anoint his temples with 
nilk, which they must instantly bring him, and | 

ing his sleep the Lady Duchess mast, every two hours, 

&esh ox-fleah opon his stomach. 

PHien her Grace heard this, she rejoiced that her dear 
wonld so 30on hold the harlot in abhorrence who had J 

nitched him. And the carl gave him a reel syrup, which ; 

had no sooner swallowed than all care for Sidonia seemed | 

have vanished from his mind. Even before the goat's 

^ came, he exclaimed — 

"Now that I think over it, what a great blessing that 

have got rid of Sidonia." 

And no sooner were his temples bathed with the nulk , 

n he fell into a deep sleep, which lasted for three days, 

I when he opened his eyes, his first words were — 
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"Where is that Sidonia? Is the wanton still here? 
Bring her before me, that I may tell her how I hate her. 
Oh, fool that I was, to peril ray princely honour for a harlot 
Where is she? I must have my revenge upon the light 
wanton." 

Her Grace could hardly speak for joy when she heard 
these words; and she gave the carl, who had watched all 
the time by the bedside of the young Prince, so much ham 
and sausages from the ducal kitchen, that he finally could 
not walk, but was obliged to be drawn out of the town in a 
car. Then she asked Dr. Pomius how such a miracle could 
have been effected. At which he laid his finger on his 
nose, after his manner, and replied, such was accomplished 
through the introduction of the natural Life Balsam, which 
the learned called Confei^mentationem MumicB, and so the 
fool went on prating, and her Grace devourmg his words as 
if they were gospel. 

Summa. — After a few days the young lord was able to 
leave his bed, and as they kept fresh ox-flesh continually 
applied to his stomach, he soon regained his strength, so 
that, in a couple of weeks, he could ride, fish, and hunt, 
and his cheeks were as fresh and rosy as ever. One day hd 
mentioned "the groom's mistress," as he called her, and. 
wished he could give her a lesson in lute-playing, it would 
be one to make her tremble. But when the letter arrived 
from Dnko Bamim, declaring that, from his great age, h» 
proposed resigning the government of Pomerania into the ' 
hands of her Grace's sons, there was no end to the rejoic- 
ings at Wolgast, and her Grace declared that she wonW 
herself accompany them to the Diet at Wollin. 

We shall now see what a treat was waiting her at the old 
castle there. It was built wholly of wood and has long 
since fallen, but at the time I write of, it was standing in ^ 
its glory. 

Monday, the 15th May, 1569, at eleven in the forenooB* 
his Grace of Stettin came with seven coaches and t^o 
hundred and fourteen horsemen into the court-yard. An^ 
there, on the steps of the castle, stood my gracious Ladj ^^ 
Wolgast, holding the little Casimir by the hand, in w*|^ 
jng to receive his Highness, anOL sXY W Q\kex eons stoo^ 
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ronnd her — namely, the illastrlons Bishop of Camyn, 

Johann Frederick, in his bishop's robes, with the staff and 

mitre. Item — Duke Bogislaus, who had presented her 

Grxace with a tame sea-gnll. Item. — Ernest, Lndovicns, in 

a, Spanish mantle of black velvet embossed in gold, and 

npon his head a black velvet Spanish hat, looped np with 

di almonds, from which long white plumes descended to his 

shoulder. Item. — Bamim the younger, who wore a dress 

similar to his^ brother's. Item. — The grand cham- 

bei^lain, Ulrich von Schwerin, and with him a great crowd 

or the counsellors and state officers of Wolgast, besides all 

the nobles, prelates, knights, and chief burghers of the 

duchy. Among the nobles stood Otto von Bork, father to 

Sidonia, and the burgomaster, Jacob Appelmann, held his 

place among the citizens. 

-A.S Duke Bamim drove up to the castle, the guards fired 
ft salute, and the bells rang, and the cannon roared, and all 
the vessels in the harbour hoisted their flags, while the streets, 
lionses, and court-yards were decorated with flowers, and 
■11 the people of the little town trotted round the carriage, 
shouting — "VivatI vivatl vivatl" so that the like was 
i^ever seen before in WoUin. 

Now, when the coach stopped, her Grace the Duchess 
advanced to meet his Highness ; and as old Duke Bamim's 
head appeared at the window, with his long white beard 
•Jid yellow leather cap, her Grace stepped forward, and 
8^d— 

** Welcome, dearest Un — " 

But she could get no farther, and stood as stiff as Lot's 
^e when she was turned into a pillar of salt, for there was 
Sidonia seated in the carnage beside the Dukel Old 
Iflrich, who followed, soon spied the cause of her Grace's 
^may, and exclaimed — 
"Three thousand devils, what does yom* Highness mean 
reuoTJ by bringing the accursed harlot a third time amongst us?" 
nii : I ^'it his Highness only laughed, and drew forth his last 

P^pet, it was a Satan as he tempted Eve, saying — 
Laay 1 **Hold this for me, good Ulrich, till I am out of the 
n m coach, and then I shall hear aU about it.'' 
s sto« To which the other answered — 
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"If you let me catch hold of this other Satan, whom ya 
bi'ing with you, I think it were wiser done!" 

Prince Eniest now sprang down the steps, hia eye flam- 
ing with rage, and drawing hia sword, cried — 

" Hold me, or I will stab the serpent to the heart, who so 
disgraced me and my family hononr. I will mnrder h^r 
there in the coach before your eyes." 

Wheranpon old Ulrich flnng the little wooden Satan to 
the ground, and seized the yonng man by the arm, whm-lo 
Sidonia screamed violently, Bnt the old Duke stepp^sd 
deliberately out of the coach. Seeing, however, his wood^^a 
Satan lying broken on the gi'onnd, he became very wroti-li 
and called londly for a tnraer with his giue-pot. Tk^sa 
he ascended' the steps, and when all had greeted him de^^^ 
rentially, he began — 

"Dear niece, worthy cousins, and friends, ye have w^o 
donbt heai-d of the misfoTtnne which hath befallen Sidom-** 
von Bork, who flits there in the carriage. Her father li ^" 
died; and, further, she has been disinherited. Thereupc*^ 
she fled to me to seek a refuge. Now ye all know w^^ 
that the Von Borka are an ancient, honourable, and illn^" 
trioos race — none more so; therefore I had compasao*' 
upon the orphan, and brought her hither to eifect a reco**-" 
dJitttion between her and Otto Bork, her brother. Step 
forivard, Otto Bork, where are you hiding? Step fortl«> 
and hand yonr sister from the carnage; I saw you amongS* 
the nobles here to-day. Step forth 1" 

But Otto had disappeared; and as the Duko found h* 
would not answer to his summons, he bid Sidonia come fortI> 
herself. Whereupon the yonng Prince swore fiercely thaSt 
■ if she bnt put a foot upon the step he would murder hef' 
"What the devill" young man, said the Duke laughinjS 
"first you must needs wed her, and now yon will slay hsf 
dead at onr feetl This is somewhat inconsistent. ComB 
forth, Sidonia; he will not be so crneJ," 

Bnt she sat in the coach, and wept like a child who has 
lost its nurse. So my gracious Lady stepped forward, and 
commanded the coachman to drive instantly with the mwtio> 
to the town-inn; and so it was done. 

Now the old Dnke never ceaaeA 5ov ■Coa fiywU ^(w«w»a 



Omo Cork to take the poor oi-phan horae with 

<,mi tb«re to treat bcr as a failhfal and kind brotber, 

Kutpermtion fur her father's harsh nnd nnnaturaJ will; 

it was all in vain, as she indeed had prophesied. " Not 

night dC a fentber more should she get than the tivo 

'a Zachow; and nerer let her call him brother, 

Ucient as his race waa, never bad one of them boroo 

hmd of infamy till now." 

h the aft^mooD, ail the pi'clates, nobles, and bnrgbers 

Ubled in the grand hall; then entered the dncal faniilj, 

gim the eider at their head. IIo was dreased in a long , 

ktobe, snch as the priests wear now, with white raffles 

Spanbh fiill, and was bareheaded. lie took bis seat at ' 

ttop of the table, and tbna spake: — 

JUaBtrions Princess, dear conains, nobles, and faithful 

^gbera, ye ail know that I have ruled this Pomeranian 

ifor &hy j'cars, upholding the pnre doctrine of Doctor 

bin Lather, and casting down papacy in all places and 

all times. But as I am now olil, and find it hard some- 

o keep my unruly vassals in order, whereof we have 

d a proof lately, it is my will and purpoae to resign the 

ramment into tiie hands of my dear cousins, the illnstrioua 

inoes YOU Pommem-Wolgast. and retire to Oderburg iu 

d Stettin, there to rest in peace for the remainder of my 

i; hnt there are fonr princes (for the fifth Casimir to-mor- 

ir next day shall get a chnrch endowment) and but two 

For ye know that, by the act passed in 1541, the 

why of Pomerania can only be divided into two portions, 

e other princes of tho family being entitled hut to life an- 

Therefore, 1 have resolved to let it be decided by 

i amongst the fonr Pomeranian princes (according to the 

lample set ns tjy the holy apostles), which of them shall 

cceed me in Stettin, which is to rule in Wolgast in the 

mljf my loved brother, PliiHppns Primus of blessed me- 

ry; and, finally, which is to be content only with the. 

3 annuity. And this shall now be ascertained in your 
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Having ended, ho commanded tho grand marshal. Von J 
lemming, to bring the golden lottery-box with the tickets^ 
id beckoned the yonng princes to the table. Then, ^i^ ' 
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thej drew the lots, he commanded all the nobles, knight s 
and bnrghers present to lift up their hands and repeat tb 
Lord's prayer alond. So every hand was elevated, even tfa 
Doke and my gracions Lady uplifting theirs, and the thrc 
young princes drew the lots, but not the fourth, and ttii 
was Bogislaff. So Duke Bamim wondered, and asked tli* 
reason. Whereupon he answered — "That he would no 
tempt Grod in aught. To govern a land was a serious 
thing; and he who had little to rule had little to be respon- 
sible for before God. He would, therefore, freely withdraw 
his claims, and be content with the annuity; then he could 
remain with his dear mother, and console her in her widoir- 
hood. He did not fear that he would ever repent his 
choice, for he had more pleasure in study than in the pomp 
of the world; and, if he took the government, then must his 
beloved librar}-begivenup for food to the moths and spiders." 

All arguments were vain to turn him from his resolve: so 
the lots were drawn, and it was found that Johann Frede- 
rick had come by the Dukedom of Stettin, and Ernest 
Ludovicus by that of AVolgast. 

But as Bamim the younger went away empty, he wss 
filled with envy and mortification, showing quite a difierent 
spirit fipom his meek, humble-minded brother, Bogislaff He 
swore, and cursed his ill luck. ^^ Whv did not that fool of 
a book- worm give over his chance to him, if he would not 
profit by it himself? "Why the devil should he descend to 
play the commoner, when he was bom to play the prince?* 
and such like unamiable and ill-tempered speeches. How- 
ever, he was now silenced by the drams and trampetSi 
which stmck up the Te Deum, in which all present jc^ied* 
Then Doctor Dannenbaum offered up a prayer, and so thtt 
grand ceremony concluded. But the teasting and drinkiDS 
wa5 carried on with such spirit all through the evening, sod 
far into the night, that all the young lords, except BogisliC 
-had well nigh drowned their senses in the wine-cup; tiid 
Ernest started up about midnight, declaring that he woflld 
go to the inn and murder Sidonia. Bamim was busy qnsf' 
reiling with Johann Frederick about his annuity. So Ernest 
would certunly have gone to Sidonia, if one of the noblo^ 
bj" OMoe Diimies Kkist, a man of Yiuge ^x«^^d^ had no^ 
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;th, as we proceed; thLr»^tbre shall lot huu iv^t ior 
resent. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

HOW STDONIA IS AGAIN DISCOVERED WITH THE GROOM, 

JOHANN APPELMANN. 

It was a good day for Johann Appelmann, when his fathtf 
went to the Diet at Wollin. For as the old borgomastei 
held strictly by his word, and sent him each day to th« 
writing-office, and locked him np each night in his littk 
room, the poor yonng man had found life growing very dnB 
Now he was his mother's pet, and all his sins and wicked- 
ness were owing to her as much as Sidonia's to her father 
She had petted and spoiled him from his youth up, «d 
stiffened his back against his father. For whenever worth) 
Jacob laid the stick upon the boy's shoulders, she cried and 
roared, and called him nothing but an old tyrant. Theo 
how she was always stuffing him up with tit-bits and 
dainties, whenever his father's back was turned; and if thert 
were a glass of wine left in the bottle, the boy must hari 
it. Then she let him and his brother beat and abuse al 
the street-boys and send them away bleeding like dogs; aad 
some were afraid to complain of them, as they were sona of 
the burgomaster; and if others came to the house to do so, 
she took good care to send them away with a stout blow df 
bloody nose. 

And as the lads grew up, how she pr^ed their beantf* 
and curled their hair and beards herself, telling them th^ 
were not to think of citizen wives, but to look after ih« 
richest and highest, for the proudest in the land might be 
glad to get them as husbands. So she prated away during 
her husband's absence, for he was in his office all day and 
most part of the evening. And Ood kno^*, bad fruit she 
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wglit foith with such rearia^- — 
linhia brother Witiicl], «ii. . _ . 
10 better in Piidgla. wheri^ j 
(e. So trno it ia what t., 
a bnildeth her honge, ii'.- " 
k her bands." — Prov. si.. 
Is motba from a g3nn«at, m it-^n:. i ■ 
lacbxlii. 

For what did this fool do now ? Xi - 
idvorthj husband had left li..- Li,;- 
'ag all bis atlmODitioud r< 
d together all heractjn^iii 
ting and driuking day oiu i 
trp«t Johonu, who had b<:' .: 
Think of her fiue hi^ 
day to a clerb'B de^k. 
■ni as her hosbnud to au; .. 
a cluUren? 

i&nd aa ahe irent on contpiaiuiug buw abe iiaJ ihniwu 
Bdr away ipon anch a haid-beaxu-d moiutcr, and bad 
ised so nun; fine young carla, sU to wed Satan hinudf 
She could not make out why God had sent *ncli 
Qtrge upon her. 

When the bnvo Johann heard all Uii^ be begKed money 
n hid mother, that he might seek another tituatioiu Now 
t there was a new doke in Stettin, be wotdd aosnredly 
H employment there, bat then be most treat all the yoang 
lUows and pages aboat the conrt, otherwbe they woold not 
a good word for him. Therefore he woold give them 
great caronse at the White Horse in the Monk's Close. 
od then assuredly he woold be appointed chief eqaeiry. 
b she believed every word he uttered ; but aa old Jacob 
ad carried away all tlie money that was io the bouse with 
bn, she sold the spices that hod jost come in, for a miser- 
tile sum, also her own pearl ear^riags and for mantle, that 
■X dear heart's son might have a gay carouse, to console 
s father's hard treatment. 
_\Vhen the rogue had got ali 




MKin scraped BciiDaiDtajice with all the idle ^oiuig f 
about the court. So ihey^ dnuik and caroosed nntii Joha 
last penny VdA spent, but he had got no sitnntian e: 
good promises. Truly, the young pages had mentioi 
to the Dnke, and aaked the place of equerry fbi their jc 
companion, but hh tliglmesg, Doke Jobann, had h 
mat^ of his doings 3t Wolgast, and would by no ii 



Then Johann bethought himself of Sidocia, for b 
heard from his boon companions, that she wns in the D 
house behind St. Mary's. And he remembered that p 
embroidered with pearls and diamonds which his & 
given her, so he went many daya spyiug abont the i 
hoping to get a glimpse of Sidonia; bat as slfp f 
appeared, he reBolved to gain admission by pla^ 
tailor. Wherefore, he tied on an apron, took A 6 
measure and shears, and went straight up to the h 
asking boldly, if a young maiden named Sidouia d" 
live there? for he had got ordei'S to make her a g 
Now the baker'g daughter, Trina Wehlera, suspected b1 
not right, for she had seen my gay youth spying a' 
house before, and staring up at all the windows. I 
she showed the tdlor Sidonia's room, and then aet ll 
down to watch. Bat the wonders of Providence ars gi 
Although she could not hear a word they said, yet ij 
passed in Sidonia's room was made evident — it was is 
ivise. Just before the honse roae up the church o 
Mary's, with all its stately pillars, and as if Qod's 
wished in wrath to ospose the wickedness of the ] 
everything that passed in the room was shadowed on tl 
pillars; so when Trina observed this, she ran for the otbw 
- gWs, crying, " Come here, come here, and bm how the two 
shadows are kissing each other. They can be no other thail 
Sidonia and her tailor. This would be fine news for on 
gradons Lord!" They would tell hira the whole story whan 
his Highness cnmo that oveumg, and so get rid of this 
proud hanghty dragon who pluyed the great lady amongat 
them, and ruled everything iiei- own way. Therefore, they 
all eat themselves to watch for the tailor when he laft 
Sidonia's room; but the whole day passed and he had not 
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J^jdtt Ilia mcasuremeuL Whercupoo ihity concluded 
e secreted him in her ch&mhcr. 
bSnke had a piiratQ key of the house, aud wm 
't of waiting oyer from Oderburg after dtUk 
Qvenisg, but a^ there was no sign of him naw, 
teed a, meeaenger, bidding him come quick to 
1 his Graca would bear and see marvels. 
log girls gathered round bim when he entered, 
im together abont Sidonia. And when at last 
t the story, his Grace fell into an miwonted rage 
fcgenerallynfild and good-tempered) that apoacber 
'i into his preserves. So he nina to Sidonia'a 
Ftries to open it, but the boltd arc drawn. Then 
i eeud ikii Masier HauGen if she did not 
mtly admit him, at which all the girls laughed aad 
pped their hands with joy. Whereapon Sidonia at last 
;o the door with looks of great aslouishment, and 
Jed what bis Grace could want. It was bed-time, 
I of coarse she had locked her door to lia down in 

Ule. — " Where is that tailor churl who had come to her 
the morning?" 

'" She knew nothing about hun, except that ho had 
ne away lonjj ago." 

So the giris all screamed " No, no, that is not tma. She 
i the taUor had been kissing each other, as they saw by 
I shadows OQ the wall, and making love." 
Here Sidonia appeared truly hon'ified at snch an acensU' 
I, for ghe was a cunning hypocrite; and taking np the 
f-block* with an air of oftcndcd dignity, said, turoing to 
. Grace, " It was this coif-block, metbinka, 1 had at the 
Ddow with me, and may those be accursed who blackened 
I to yonr iace." Ho the Dake half believed her, and 
od §ilent at the window; but Trioa Wehler cried out, 
Xia false! it ia faleol a coit-block could not give kisseal' 
hereupon Sidonia in great wrath EoBtched up a robe that 
1 a conch, to bit the baker's daughter with 
acroaa the face. But woel woul nnder the robe lay th« 

' A Llock fur lisad-gciHii. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

OF THE DISTRESS IN POMERANIAN LAND — ^ITEM, HOW SII>ONIA 
AND JOHANN APPELMANN DETERMINE TO JOIN THE ROBBERS 
IN THE VICINITY OF STARGARD. 

When my gracious Lord, Duke Johann Frederick, succeeded 
to the goTemment, he had no idea of hoarding up his monej 
in old pots, but lavished it freely upon all kinds of buildings, 
hounds, horses — ^in short, upon everything that could make 
his court and castle luxurious and magnificent 

Indeai he was often as prodigal, just to gratify a whim, 
as when he flung the gold coins to Dinnies Kleist, merely to 
see if he could break them. For instance, he was not con- 
tent with the old ducal residence at Stettin, but must pull 
it down and build another in the forest, not far from Star- 
gard, with churches, towers, stables, and all kinds of build- 
ings ; and this new residence he called after his own name, 
Friedrichswald. 

Item : my gracious Lord had many princely visitors, who 
would come with a train of six hundred horses or more; 
and his princely spouse, the Duchess Erdmuth, was a lady 
of munificent spirit, and flung away gold by handfuls; so 
that in a short time his Highness had run through all his 
forefathers' savings, and his in-coming revenue was greatly 
diminished by the large annuity which he had to pay to old 
Duke Barnim. 

Therefore he summoned the states, and requested them 

to assist him with more money ; but they gave answer that 

his Highness wanted pmdence; he ought to tie his purse 

tio^hter. Why did he build that new castle of Friedrichs- 

Waa it ever heard m "Pomaxaxsaai xJoal «. induce 
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resolved to leave the White Horse, and take a little lodging 
in the Monk's Close nutil Johann obtained the post of 
equerry. Bat in vain she hoped and waited. Every day 
the rogue came, he begged for another pearl or diamond, 
and if she hesitated, then he swore it would be the last, for 
tlus very day he was certain of the situation. At last but 
two disjnonds were left, and beg as he might, these he 
should not have. Then he beat her, and ran off to the 
White Horse, but came back again in less than an hour. 
Wonld she forgive him? Now they would be happy at 
last; he had received his appointment as chief equerry. 
His friends had behaved nobly, and kept their word, there- 
fore he must give them a right merry carouse out of grati- 
tnde; she might as well hand him those two little diamonds. 
Kow they would want for nothing at last, but live like 
princes at the table of his Highness, the Duke. Would she 
^ot be ready to marry him immediately? 

' Thereupon the unfortunate Sidonia handed over her two 
^t jewels, but never laid eyes on the knave for two days 
^er, when he came to tell her it was all up with him now, 
^e traitors had deceived him, he had got no situation, and 
'iiiless she gave him more money or jewels he never could 
^arry her. She had still golden armlets and a gold chain, 
fet her go for them, he must see them, and try what he 
cotild get for them. But he begged in vam, then he stormed, 
S'^ore, threatened, beat her, and finally rushed out of the 
^ouse, declaiiug that she might go to the devil, for as to 
'^m he would never give himself any farther trouble about 
Her. 
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the people even more than Hans Loitz. They ought to 
combine together and right themselves. Where was the 
crime? Their cause was good; and where there were no 
judges in the land, complaints would do little good. He 
would be their captain. Let him speak to the others about 
it, and see would they consent He knew of many churches 
where there were jewels and other valuables still remaining. 
Also in Stargard, where his dear father played the burgo- 
master, there was much gold. 

So they fixed a night when they should all meet at Las- 
tadie,* near the ducal fish-house; and.Johann then goes to 
Sidonia to wheedle her out of the gold chain, for handsel for 
the robbers. 

" Now," he said, " the good old times were come back in 
Pomerania, when every one trusted to his own good sword, 
and were not led like sheep at the beck of another. For 
the treasury and all the courts of justice were dosed. So 
the glorious times of knight-errantry must come again, such 
as their forefathers had seen." His companions had pro- 
mised to el6ct him captain, but then he must give them 
handsel for that; and the gold chain would just sell for 
the sum he wanted. What use was it to her? If she 
gave it, then he would take her with him, and the first 
rich prize they got he would marry her certunly, and 
settle down in Poland afterwards, or wherever else she 
wished. That would be a glorious life, and she would 
never regret the young duke. And had not all the noUes 
in old time led the same life, and so gained their castles 
and lands?" 

But Sidonia began to weep. *^Let him do what he would, 
she would never give the cham; and if he beat her, she 
would scream for help through the streets, and betray all 
his plans to the authorities. Now she saw plainly how she 
had been deceived. He had talked her out of all her gold, 
and now wanted to bring her to the gallows at last No, 
never should he get the chain; it was all she had left, an( 
she had determined at last to go and live qmetly at her fa 

in Zachow, as soon as she could obtain a vehicle from Ro 

gmawM to Labes." 

• A 8u\)Ut\> oi S>lel\.\u, 
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When Johann heard thifl he was terribly alarmed, and 
kissed her little hands, and coaxed and flattered her: '' Why 
did she weep? There were plenty of herons' feathers now 
in the garden behind St Mary's, for the birds were moult- 
mg; She conld easily get some of them, and they were 
worth three times as much as the gold chain. Did she 
thmk it a crime to take a few feathers from that old sinner, 
DakeBamim, or his girls? And if she really wished to 
lesYe hun, she conld sell the feathers even better in Dresden 
than here." 

It was all in vain. Sidonia continued weeping: '< Let 
Mm talk as he liked, she would never give the chain. He 
was a knave through and through. Woe to her that she 
hid ever listened to himi He was the cause of all her 
nuseiy;" and so she went on. 

Bot the conning fox would not give up his prey so easily. 
Bo now tried the same trick which he had played so suc- 
cossfiilly at Wolgast upon old Ulrich, and at Stargard upon 
^ fiither; in short, he played the penitent, and began to 
"v^eep and lament over his errors, and all the misery he had 
^nsed her. " It was, indeed, true that he was to blame 
^^ all; bnt if she would only forgive him, and say she par- 
doned him, he would devote his life to her and revenge her 
^Pon all her enemies. The moment for doing so was nigh 
*' hand; for the young lord. Prince Ernest, who had so 
^O^mefolly abandoned her, was coming here to Stettin with 
"^ young bride, the Princess Hedwig of Brunswick, to 
*P^nd the honeymoon, and would he not take good care to 
^^ylay them on their journey to Wolgast, and give them 
^Onething to think of for the rest of their lives?" 

^Vhen Sidonia heard these tidings, her eyes flashed like a 
^t'g in the dark. " Who told, him that? She would not 
*^^lieve it, unless some one else confirmed the story." 

So he answered — "That any one could confirm it, for the 
^Hole castle was filled with workmen making preparations 
^^ their reception ; the bridal chamber had been hung with 
||^^\v tapestry, and painters and carvers were busy all day 
^^g painting and carving the united arms of Pomerania and 
*^nswick upon all the furniture and glass." 
Ilia. — " Well, she would go into the towTi \.o vcv^\t^, wA 
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if his tale were true, and that he swore to marry her, he 
should have the chain.*' 

Ille. — ''There was a caiTcr going by with his basket 
and tools — let her call him in, and hear what he said on the 
matter." 

So my cunning fellow called out to the workman, who 
stepped in presently with his basket, and assured the lad::^ 
politely, that, in fourteen days, the young Duke of Wolga-S»^ 
and his princely bride were to arrive at the castle, for ^"3^^ 
court marshal had told him this himself; and given h.^^ 
orders to have a large number of glasses cut with t 
united arms ready with all diligence. 

When Sidonia heard this, and saw the glasses in his 
ket, she handed the golden chain to Johann, and the carr 
went his way. Then the aforesaid rogue fell down 
his knees, swearing to marry her, and never to leave h- — ^er 
more, for she had now given him all ; and if this, too, wi 
lost, she must beg her way to Zachow. 

So the gallows-bird went off with the chain, turned 
into money, drank and caroused, and with the remainder 
off for Lastadie, to meet the ringleaders, near the dui 
fish-house, as agreed upon. 

But Master Konneman had only been able to gather t^ '^^ 
fellows together; the others held back, though they h- -^ 
talked so boldly at first, thinking, no doubt, that when t. ^® 
courts of justice were re-opened, they would all be broo'^^ 
to the gallows. 

So Johann thought the number too small for his purpo 
and agreed with the others to send an envoy to the robb^'^" 
band of the Stargard Wood, proposing a league betw^ r 
them, and offering himself (Johann Appelmann, a knight> -- j 
excellent family and endowments,) as their captain. Sho"*-^ j 
they consent, the said Johann would give them right g^^ ^ ^ 
handsel; and, on the appointed day, meet them in ^\^^ 
forest, with his illustrious and noble bride; and as a s^^^e 
whereby they should know him, he would whistle th:^^ 
times loudly when ho approached the wood. ^ 

Konnemann undertook to be the bearer of the messa^^ ^ 
and. retnraed in a few days, declaring that the robbers ^^^^ 
7v>/v>rV/>/f i\iQ proposal with joy. ' "H.e ioxmSi \3aftm ^\i^^\fi:!^ 
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*wer a large nnt-tree in the forest, roasting a sheep upon 
* spear, at a large fire. So they made him sit dovm and 
•tt with them, and told him it was a right jolly life, with 
^ niler but the great Grod above them. Better to live 
^<Ier the free heaven than die in their squalid cabins. The 
*Dd was strong, besides many who had joined lately, since 
*^ bankruptcy of Hans Loitz, and there were some Gipsies 
^ amongst whom was an old hag who told fortunes, and 
^ lately prophesied to the band that a great prize was in 
're for them; they had just returned with some booty 
>Q) the little town of Damm, where they had committed a 
>bery. One of their party, however, had been taken 
re.' 

VVhen Johann heard the good result of his message, he 
imoned all his followers to another meeting at the ducal 
-house, gave them each money, and swore them to 
lity ; then bid them disperse, and slip singly to the band, 
ivoid observation, and he would himself meet them iu 
forest next day. 



CHAPTER Viri. 



f AND SIIWSIA JIEFT AS ADVENTCKE iM 



Now Johann Appelmann had a grndge against t 
appointed eqncvry to his Highness, for the mail h. 
hia clai'ct, and been forcraost ia las promises, and ^^ 
had stepped into the place himself, and left Johann )!_ 
lurch. The knave, therefore, determined on rovenge; ■ 
invented a story, how that his father, old Appeimaan, Hw 
sent for him to give Lim half of all he was worth, and ^ 
h« mnst jonmey to Stargard directly, he pi'ayed hb fiieM 
the equerry to lend liim a couple of horses and a wag** 
ont of the dncal stables, with harness and all that wonld * 
necessary, swearing that when he bronght them bact. * 
would give hioi and hia other friends such a caronso at '' 
ion, as they had never yet had in their lives. 

And when the other asked, would not one horse be S*^ 
cient, Johann replied no, that he reqnired the wagon ' 
hia Ing-gttge, and two horses would be necessary to dra*" 
Snrama. — The fool gives him two beantifii! AndalasS* 
stallions, with harness and saddJea; item, a wagon, wher*" 
my knave mounted next morning early, with Sidonia »!« 
her inggsge, and took the miller Konnemiin with him * 

Bat as they passed through Alteu Damra, a strange ad- 
venture happened, whereby the all-mo rciful God, no doubt] 
■wished to turn them from their evil way, but they flanj 
his warnings to the ivind. 
_ For the carl wns going to be executed, who belongec 

" robber-band, ihat had committed a bnrglnry there, ii 




town, souio days previoasly. However, tlie gallowa 
ig been blowu down by a Btorm, the litten-weaTers, ac- 
Og to old ns^e, came to erect fmother. This angered 
huHeis, who also began to erect one of tbeir own, dc- 
ng that the weavers had only a right to supply the 
er, bnt they were to erect tbe gallows. A great figbt 
■ arose between woavera and millers, while the poor 
f stood bj with his handa tied behind his back, and 
yad in his winding-sheet; bat the sheriffis, and whatever 
ir honourable citiaenfl were by, haviiig in vain endca- 
led to appease tlio qoarrcl, retarned to the Inn, to toko 
idvice of the hononrable coonciL 
^nst at this moment, Juhann and Sidonia drove into tlio 
die of the crowd, and the former leaped off and laughed 
ftily, for a miller had thrown down a poor lean weaver 
iMhind the criminal, and was belabouring him stoudy 
his floored fiats, whilst tho poor wretch screamed 
Uy for saccour or assistance to the criminal who au- 
red in hia Flalt Ueutsch — " I cannot help thee, friend, 
. my hands are bound." Upon this, Johann di'awa 
knife &oin Lis girdle, and slippbg behind the felon, cuts 
conl. He straightway finding himself free, jumped upon 
miller, and turned the flour all red npon his face with 
heavy blows. Then he ran towards the wagon, bnt the 
gman canght hold of him by the shoulder, so tbe poor 
tch left the windiug-sheet in hia hand, and jumpbg, 
ad as be wa^, on the back of one of the horses, set off, 
Speed, to the forest, with Sidonia screaming and roaring 
Ig with him. 

idlers and weavers now left off their wrangling, and 
led together in pursuit, btit m vain; the fellow soon dis- 
ced them all, and was lost to sight in tbe wood. 
fiThen he had driven the wagon a good space, and stilt 
rd the roaring of the people in pursuit, he stopped the 
see, and jumped off, to take to his heels amongst the 
" ss. Whereupon Konneraann throw him a horse-cloth 
n the wagon, bidding him cover himself with it; so the 
Bow snapped it up, and rolled it abont his body with all i 
bed. Now this horse-cloth was embroidered with tho J 
Bmeranian arms, nnd the poor Adam looked SO Asntl 




miming away iu snch a garment, that SidonU. aotT^^f 
standing all lier flight, could Dot help barsting into a )^^| 
fit of kaghter. j^M 

HereupOD the crowd came up, cursing, aweanng, ^^| 
raging, that the tbief bad carapcd tbem; Jobann A^^H 
maun, too. was amongst them, and was jmt in tfas XC^^H 
stepping into the wagon, when Prince Johann Frederick ^H 
a party of carbinecra galloped np, along with the ctioQ 
equerry and a large retinue, all on their way to Friadrioli*-! 
wold. 1 

The Duko stooped to hear the caose of the tumult, and 
when they toM him, he laughingly said, he woold s»ll 
settle with the gaUowa-kuaves; then, turuing to Ap|id- 
mann, saked who be was, and what broDght tuui '^ 
there? 

Wlien Johauu gare bia name, and said he was going to 
Stargard, bb Grace exclaimed, with sorprise — 

" So thon art the knave of whom I have heard so macli, 
and this women here, I suppose, isiSidonia? Pity of her. 
Sbe is a handsome wench, 1 see." * 

Then, as Sidonia blushed and looked down, he coi>' 
tinned — 

"And where did the fellow get tbeso fine hofMS' 
Would he sell them?" 

Kow Appelmann had a great mind to t«ll the truth, *W 
say ho got them from the eqaerry, who was already torniBg 
white with pore fear; but recollecting that he might coM 
in for somo of the punishment himself, besides hoping ^ 
play a second trick upon iiis Highness, he answered, tt*' | 
his fathoi- at Stargard had made them a present to him. I 

TUo Duke, now turning to his equerry, asked him — I 

"Would not these horses match his Andaluaian stallions 
perfectly ?" I 

And as the other tremblingly answered, " Yea, perfectlj'i" 
his Grace demanded if the fcaave would sell them. 

Ills. — "Oh, yes; to gratify bis Serene Highness tiw 
Duke, he would sell the horses for three thouewd 
florins." 

"I*t it be 60." aaid the Dnka; "but Imnsto 
the money, follow." 




ho could not tnaliB tbo barsaio, for \ia\ 
|inonej i^rectly to take him to Stargard." 
frowned that he would nor. triixl hb n 

u Appelmann attempted to toovo off with tlio 1 
."ighness look his plumed cap I'rom li1« hpnil, 
off the diamond agrates with his d»{;gvr, lliuig 
u;lmm'iii){ — 
.„'! take these jewels, they are worth 1300 florini, j 
tnve mc the horses." 
Ibw the chief equerry nearly fell from hiit horw with I 
as the knaro picked tip the BgraTi-, iwd fihoved It 
bis pocket, then hnoibly addressing his HifjhnRM 
permission just to leave the majdcu Htid her 
Stargard, and then he would returu iiMlantly 1 
both horses, and bring them hirosi^lf to iiui grucUiQS I 
m at FriedricbswtJd. 

Dnke having consented, the knave sprang up upon I 
wagon, and tm:uiag off to soother road, drove away I 
hard as he could from the scene of ihia perilous adven- 
After some time he whistled, bat receiving no ■ 
iponge, kept driving through the forest nntil ercniiig, 
len a loud ehrill whistle at hist replied to his, and on I 
><dmig a cross-road, be found the whole band daDcIng | 
th great merriment ronnd a largo sign-board which had ] 
In stack np there by the aathorities, and on which was ] 
Urted a gipsy lying ander the gallows, while the exccu- 
ner stood over him in the act of applymgthe torture, and I 
Heath ran the inscription — 

.a flee, 

These words the robber crew hod set to some sort of J 
de laelody, and now sang it and danced to it round tho J 
[h, the fellow with the horse-cloth in the midst of thom, 1 
e merriest of them alL 

The moment they got a glimpse of their captain, n 
ftaea, and children ran off like mad to tiio wngon, chip- ' 
ng their hamla and shonting, "Hnzaahl bazzahl what »J 
ible captainl Had he hroaght them auyihiug to driuk?'^ 
■ when he add "Yes," and handed out tbrao h. 



ihaj would ma^Qj 



L 



wine, there was uo end to the jubilee of cheering. 

he must give them handsel, and after that they 

a krge fu'e and svrear fenlCy to him ronnd it, 

m[uiner of the gipsies, for the band nas mostly compoKd 

of gipsies, and niimbered ahont fifty men altogetlier. 

Snmma. — A great fire waa kindled, round which they all 
took the oath of obedience to their captain, nnd he snora 
fidelity to them in return. Then & couple of deer wera 
roaated, and after they had eaten and drunk, the siagioj 
and dancing round the great sigu-board waa resumed, antU 
the broad day-light glanced through the trees- 
People may see from this to what a pitch of lawksanca 
nnd disorder the land came under the reign of Dulto Joliann. 
For, methinl^s, these robbers would never have dared lo 
make snch a mock of the authorities, only that my Lor^ 
Duke had shttt up all the courts of justice in the klog- 

During their jollity, our knave Appelmann cast his ejM 
upon a gipsy maiden, called the handsome SioU; a (^1> 
dark-eyed wench, hut with scarcely a rag to cover her. 
Therefore he bade Sidonia run to her luggage, and take ont 
one of her own best robes for the girl; but Sidonia tutnea 
away in great uTath, exclaiming — 

" This was the way he kept his promise to her. She 
had given him all, and followed him even hither, nnd J** 
he cared more for a ragged gipsy girl than for her. B"' 
she would go away that very night, anywhere her steps 
might lead her, if only away from her present misery. I" 
him give her the Dnke's diamonds, and she would te'^fl 
him all the herons' feathei's, and never come near him a"? 
more." 

But ray koavo only laughed, and bid her come take too 
diamonds if she wanted them, they were in hia boso'"' 
Then the gipsy giri and her mother, old Ussel, began to 
mock the fine lady. So Sidouia sat there weeping ■■" 
wringing her hands, while Johann laughed, danced, drti* 
and Idssed the gipsy wench, and finally threatened to S^ 
nud take a robe himself ont of the luggage, if Sidonis SA 
not I'nn for one instantly. 
Bbsrercr she WO\M not slit-, so AvumimMTO, \\\!; mill'?''' 



kelty on hit. and would liavo rsnioiii^triitcd, bat JoUnnii 
Sun sliort. Gating — 

^What the devil did he mean? Waa be not tbo cap- 
I? and why ahoukl Konocmaim dare to interfere frith 
I?' 

IJwil he strode over to the wagon to plunder SlJonia' 
ipge, whith, when she observed, her heart seemed t 
lA, and she kneeled down, lifted np her bunds, and 
ijed thus: — 

"Merciful Creator, I know thee not, for my hard and 
atorai father never broaght me to thee; therefore 
id be my sms. Bnt if thon haat pity ou the yonng 
ncs, who likewise know thee not, have pity apon 
& help me to leave this robber den with thy gracioaa 
Ip." 

Here snch a shont of laugliter resonnded from all Bides, 
*>' she sprang up,' and seizing the best handle in the 
leon, planged into the wood, with loud cries and lamen- 
ion; whilst Appelmann only said — 
I "Never heed her, let her do as she pleases; she will he 
pClc again soon enongh, I warrant." 
[Accordingly, scarcely an lionr hud elapsed, wheu the 
Riappy maiden appeared again, to the great arausoment 
l^the wliolo band, who mocked her yet more than before. 
to came back crying and lamenting — 
P' She could go no farther, for the wolves followed her, 
p howled round her on all sides. Ah I that she were n 
we, and buried fathoms deep in the earthi That shame- 
is knave, Appelmann, might indeed have pitied her. if 
I hoped for pity from God; bat bad he not taken her robe 
j put it on the gipsy beggar? She nearly died of shame 
I the sight. But she would never forgive the beggar's 
ftt to the day of judgment for it. Al! she wanted now 
iis Borne good Christian to guide her ont of the wild 

r't. Would no one come with her? that was all the 
Ewked." 
[And BO she went on crying, and lamenting in the deepest 

fcf. 

la. — When the knave heard ail this hia heSTt 
hapa he dreaded tho anger of her 
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she were treated too badly, or, mayhap, it was corapasai^ 
I caunot say, but he fipriuig up, kisaed her, caressed 111 
and consoled her. 1 

"Why should she leave them? He would remaa 
faithful and constant to her, as he had sworn. Why sboq 
the gown for the heggar-girl anger her? When they, j 
the herons' feathers on the mon'ow, he would bny her n 
neiT gowns for the one he hail taken." And so he coi 
tinued in his old deceiving way, till she at last bdlevS 
him, and was comforted. 

Here the roll of n carriage was heard, and as many l| 
the band as were not quite dtnok iieized their muskets t4> 
pikes, and rcshed in the direction of the sound. But M 
liold, the wagon and horses, with all SidonJa's Inf^^ 
was oif> For, in truth, the equerry, seeing JohMttr 
treachery, had secretly foUoired him, hiding himself fo Ui 
bushes till it grew dark, but near enongh to obserre ^ 
that was going on; then, watching his opportunity, »* 
knowing the robbers were all more or less dmnk, he SpMflJ 
upon the wagon, and galloped away as hard as he cO^ 
Johann gave chase for a little, bat the eqnei'iy had got Mt 
good a elait to be overtaken ; and so Johann returned, cni^ 
and raging, to the band. Then ibey all gathered totuii ^ 
fire again, and drank and cai'ouaed till morning dawftw 
when each sought out a good s!eepiiig~p!aee amongst V 
buahwood; there they lay till morn, when Johann 

med them to prepare f'oi- their escnrslou to [he 
at Zaohnn. 



CHAPTER IX. 

BIS HIGHNESS, VUSE BARKIU THE EUiett, WENT A-HAWE- 
-ntU AT SAItlEflFl.IEaS — ITEM, OF THE SHAIIEFUL ROBSERT 
iT lACHAN, AND HOW BURGOMASTER APPELMANS 
eiBATE3 WITH HIS AEASDONED SOS. 

*TKE Duke Baraim the elder had resigned the government, 
1 hetook himself more than ever to field-sporta ; 
lOiODgst othera, hawking became oiio of his most favourlta 
BnnUs. hy this Eport, he stocked his gardens at Zachan 
'uh ia eaormous Dumber of herons, and mode a, cousider* 
nle sum annoallf b^ the sale of the feathers. Tliesfl 
priena at Zachan covered an immense space, and wew 
iMled ronnd. Withia were many thousand herons' nestaj 
^d all the birds taken by the falcons were broaght here 
Wd thrir wings dipped. Then the keepers fed them with 
^h, frogs, and lizards, so that they became quite tnme, 
Bd, when their wings grew again, never attempted to leav6 
fie gardens, bat dUigently buiii their neata and reared tlidr 
^trng. Now, though it cost a great sum to keep these 
fcrdens in order, and support all the people necesaary to 
Wc after the birds, yet the Duke thought little of the ex- 
Koee, conBideiing the vast sun which the featheis broaght 
iia at the moolting season. 

Accordingly, during the moulting time, he generally took 
IP hla abode at a castle adjoining the ganlens, called "Thft 
itone Rampart," to inspect the gathering in of the fealheri 
limself; and he was just on his journey thither with hi!' 
Heoners, hnnters, and other retainers, when the robhet 
land caught sight of him from the wood. Hia Highnesa: 
iraa aeated iu an open carriage, with Trina Wehlera, tho 
laker's daughter, by his side; and Sidonia, who recognised 
lar enemy, instantly entreated .Tohann to revenge her 
lirl if possible; bnt, as he hesitated, the old gipsy mothi 
Itepped forwai'd and whiaper^d Sidonia, "llmt sha i«r(" 



another good prize. Mean time, thoy must settle ac^^^H 
with the young Lord of \Volgast, who, as Konnemani^^^H 
found out, was expected at Stettin in seven days.*' ^^^H 

Now, the dftring robbery at Zachan was the t^ ^^^^| 
whole coantry, and aa the old burgomaster, Appelmast^^^H 
heard at Friedrichswald about the horses and wagcnlj^^^H 
his son's shameful Imavery, he conld think of nothing'^^^f 
but that the same r&sca! bad stolen the Doke'a feathafl^^^| 
Zacban. So he took some faithfnl bnrghers with him, an^j^^H 
off for the forest, to try and find his lost son. At but, ^^^H 
many wanderings, a peasant, who was cutting woo^^^^H 
them that he had seen the robber band encamp^ in 'V^^H 
wood near TEehewinkel ;* and when the miserable fatbis^^^^B 
his bnrghers arrived at the place, there indeed was the^W^J 
ber band stretched upon the long grass, and Sidonia sb*1«pW^ 
upon the stump of a tree — ^for she mnst play the Inte, whBs W^ 
.lohnnn, his godless son, was plaiting the long black hurof l^ 
the handsome Sioh'. I„ 

Methinks the kaave mast have felt somewhat sttrtteui L^ 
when his father sprang from behind an oak, a dagger in w I ; 
hand, exclaiming loadly: " Johann, Johanu, thoa losliab**' la 
doned EOnI is it thus I find thee?" \ 

The knave turned as white as a corpse upon the gano**"^ 1 
and his hands seemed to freeze upon the fah- Sioli's b**' i 
but the band jumped up and seized ihdr arms, sbootuigT'^ 
"Seize himl seise himi" The old man, however, c*^ 
little for their shoats; and Still gazing on his son, cried ''^ 
— " Dost then not answer me, thou Gtod-forgetling knt*^ 
Thon hast deceived and robbed thy own prince. Ans'***^ 
me— who amongst all these is fitter for the gallows tt*^ 
thou art?" 

So my knave at last came to his senses, and answe**" 
sollenly: "What did he want here? He had done notbiB^ 
for him. lie must earn his own bread." 

Ille. — "God forgive thee lliy sins; did I not take thw 
back as my son, and strive to correct thee as a true and 
loving father? Why didst thou run away from my hooB 
and the writing- office?" 
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Bio. — " He waa bom for something else than to lead the 
^e. of a dog." 

]||e. — " He had never made him live any such life; and, 
^'''en if ho had, better live like a dog than as a robber 
Wolf." 

Eic— "He was no robber? Who had beUed him so? 
*ie and his friends were on their way to Poiaad to join the 
array." 

Jlle. — " Wherefore, then, had he tricked his Highness of 
Stettin ont of the horses?" 

■' That was only a. revenge upon the eqQeriy, to 
ik&j him back in his ovm coin, for he was his enemy, and 
l>aid broken faith with him." 

Ille. — "Bnt be had robbed his Grace Dnke Bamini, 
Kkewiae, of the herons' feathers. No one else had done it" 
Hie. — "Who dared to say so? He was inanlted and 
beSied by every one." Then he cnrsed and swore that he 
knew nothing whatever of these herons' feathers, which he 
~M-as making snch a fuss ahont. 

Meanwhile the band stood ronnd with cocked muskets, 
»nd as the burghers now pressed forward, to save their 
ileader, if any violence were offered, Konnemann called ont, 
'** Give the word, master — shall I shoot down the churl?" 

" Here Johann's conscience was moved a little, and he 
"tflODted, "Back I back! — he is my father!" 

Bnt the old gipsy mother sprang forward with a knife, 
tCBjing, " Thy father, fool? — what care we for thy father? 
Let me at him, and I'll soon settle thy father with my 
knife." 

'When the nnfortnnate son heard and saw this, he seized 
a heavy stick that lay neai' him, and gave the gipsy such 
* blow on the crown, that she rolled, screaming, on the 
ground. Whereupon the whole band raised a wild yell, and 
">8hcd npon the bnrgomaster. 

Then Johana cried, almost with anguish, "Back! backl 
''** is my father! Do ye not remember your oaths to me? 
''pare my father I Wait, at least ; he has something of im- 
portance to tell me." 

-And at last, tliongh with difficu^^,y, \ift soRKft^itA. \si 
"^oiing these cbildrea of Belial. TUen Atav)'™?, V\4 IsCSwot 
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aside, luider the shade of a groat oak, lie began: — 
" Deareat father mine, it was fear of you, and despair of 
the future, that drove me to this work; bat if you will now 
give me tliree hundred florins, I will go forth into the wide 
world, and take honourable service, wherever it is to be had, 
duvbg the wars." 

rile. — " Had he yet married that nnfortanate Sidonia, wlio 
iie observed, to his surprise, was still with him?" 

Hie. — " No; ho could never marry the harlot now, for 
she had nm away from old Duke Bainim, and followed him 
here to the forest." 

Illo. — " What would become of her, then, when he joined 

Hie — " That was her look-out. Let her go to her farm 
at Zachow." 

Herenpon the old man held bis peace, and rested his arm 
against the oak, and his grey bead upon his ann, and looked 
dowu long upon the grass withont uttering a word; then 
he sighed deeply, and looking up thus addressed .Tohaan: — 

"My son, I will tnist thee yet agMn; but it shall be 
the last tune; therefore take heed to what I say. Between 
Stargard and Pegelow there stands an old thorn npon the 
highway; there, to-morrow evening, by seven of the cloek, 
my servant Caspar, whom then knowest, shall biing thee 
three hundred florins; but ou this one condition, that thou 
doat now swear solemnly to abandon this villanous robber 
band, and seek an honourable living far away, in some other 
conntij, where thon must pray daily to God the IjOrd, to 
tarn thee from thy evil ways, and help thee by His grace." 

So the knave knelt down before his father, wept, and 
prayed for his father's forgiveness; then swore solemnly to 
abandon his sinful life, and with God's help to perform alt 
that his father had enjoined. "And would he uot give hia 
last farewell to his dear, darling mother?" "Thy mother! 
— ah, thy mother!" sighed the old man; "bnt rise, now, 
and let me and mihe homewards. God grant that my eyes 
have beheld thee for the last time. Come, I will take this 
Sidonia back with me." 

So they forthwitli joined the robber crew again, who 
rrem still making a great upToa.t,'7f\viG\\,Vft-wCTW,X5fewaB. 
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ippeaeed, and alter some time obtained a free pass^e for 
hia father aud the burghers ; but Sidonia would not accom- 
pany them. The upright old burgomaster admonished firfiC, 
tbeo he promised to drive her with bis own horses to her 
&nii at Zachow; bnt his word^ were all in vain, for the 
knave privately gave her a look, and whispered something 
in her ear, but no one knew what it was, 

Xor did the old man omit io admonish the whole bond 
likewise, telling tbem that if they did not now look up to 
Ihe high God, they woold one day look dovm from the high 
gallows, for all thieves and robbers came to dance in the 
wind at last : ten hung in Stargani, and he had sees twenty 
at Stettin, aud not even the smallest town had Its gallows 
empty. Hereat Konnematm cried out, "Ho! hoi who 
will hang ns now? We know well the courts of justice 
are closed in all places^." And as the old man sighed, and 
prepared to answer him, the whole baud set np such a 
ehont of laughter that he stood silent a space ; then turning 
ron.nd, trod slowly oat of the thick wood with all hia 
burghers, and was soon lost to view. 

The next evening Johana received the three hundred 
florins at the Thombush, along with a letter from his 
father, admonbhing him yet again, and conjuring him to 
fulfil his promise speedily of abandooing his wicked life. 
Upon which, my knave gave some of the money to a pea- 
sant that he met on the highway, and bid him go into the 
town, purchase some wine and all sorts of eatables, aud 
fetch them to the baud iu the wood, that they might have 
.1 merry carouse that same night. This very peasant had 
been one of their accompUces, and great was his joy when 
he beheld them all again, and, iu particular, the ^psy 
mother. He told her that all her prophecy had come out 
trae, for his daughter had been deserted, and her lover had 
taken Stiua Krugers to wife; could she not, therefore, givo 
him something that would make Stma childless, and cause 
her husband to hate her? 

"Ay; if he crossed her hand with silver." 

This the peasant did. Whereupon she gave him a pad- 

L' — k, and whispered Eome words in his ear. 
When Shhnh heard thai the raao codi \sa 'Qtoa^'t ^."i 
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hate his wife by some means, her eyes flashed "vnldly, and 
she called the horrible old gipsy mother aside, and asked 
her to tell her the charm. 

Ilia. — "Yes; but what would she give her? She had 
two pretty golden rings on her finger; let her give them, and 
she should have the secret" 

Haec. — "She would give one ring now, and the other if 
the charm succeeded. -The peasant had only given her 
a few groschen." 

Ilia. — "Yes; but she had only given him half the 
charm." 

Haec " Was it anything to eat or driij^?" 

Ilia " No; there was no eating or drinking: the charm 

did it alL" 

Haec. — "Then let her teach it to her, and if it suc- 
ceeded by the young lord of Wolgast, she would have bodi 
rings, if not, but one." 

Ilia. — "It would succeed without doubt; if. his youvg 
wife had no promise of ofispring as yet, she would remaia 
childless for ever." 

Summa. — ^The old gipsy taught her the charm, the same 
with which she afterward bewitched the whole princely 
Pomeranian race, so that they perished childless firom o£ 
the face of the earth ;^ and this charm Sidonia confess^^B^ 
upon the racl^ afterwards, in the Great Hall of Oderburi 
July 28th, A.D. 1620. 



* Marginal note of Duke Bogislaff XIV. — " O ter quaterque detoe. 
iabilem ! Et ego testis adf ui tametsi in actis de industria hand 
i\s. (Oil, thrice accursed ! And I too was present at this confeasb 
although I am not mentioned in the protocol.)" 
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CHAPTER X. 

HOW TEE ROBBERS ATTACK TRrKCK ERNUST AND BIS BRIDE IX 
TBE nCKERllAKN FOREST, AND fURCUS BOBK AND SINNIES 
KLEIST COME TO THEIR RESCUE. 

The young Lord of Wolgast and ib young bride the 
Priacess Sophia Hedwig, arrived in due time at tho coart 
of Stettin, on a visit to their illiiaLrions brother, Duke 
Johann FredericL During the ten days of their stay, there 
Cas no end to the banqnctings, huutiaga, fishings, and 
rerellings of all kinds, to do honour to their presence. 
The yonng lord has qnite recovered from his long and 

*M strange illness. But tiie yonng bride complains a little. 

W "hereupon my Lord of Stettin jeats with her, and the 

■ courtiers make merry, so that the yonng bride blushes and 

■ Wrtreats her hnsband to take her away from this impndent 
L court of Stettin, and take her home to his illustrious 

mother at Wolgast. 

Prince Ernest consents, but as the wind is contrary, he 
^Tangea to make the journey with a conple of carriages 
•""irough the Uckermann forest, not waiting for the grand 
Escort of cavaliers and citizens which his lady mother had 
pJ'oniised to send to Stettin, to convey the bride with all 
"ecomiug honour, to her own future residence at Woi- 
Baat 

Eis brother reminded him of the great danger from the 
*^bl)er band in the wood, now that the courts of justice 
*6i^ closed, and that Sidonia and Johann were hovering in 
'•i® vicinity, ready for any iniquity. Indeed, he trusted tha 
States would soon be brought to reaaoa by tba dceadfiil - 



coQililioii of tho country, and give him tiiQ gold be ^(^j^^H 
Thtsa robbers ^oald do more for liiui than he could ^^^H 
liimselC And tbia was not the onlj band that waaJ^^H 
fenred; for, since the fatal bankraptcj of the Loltz S^^^M 
robbers, and partisans, and ft'eebootera had spmng ^^^| 
Qverj comer of the land. Then ho related the tricl^^^l 
cerniog his two Andalusian stallions. And Duke B^^^H 
the elder told him of his loss at Zachan, and that OB^^H 
else but the knave Appelmann had been at the bottOM^^| 
it. So, at last, Prince Ernest half resolved to awiitj^^l 
escort from Wolgast. However, the old Duke con^i^^H 
jesting 'with the britle, aft«r his manner, so that the T^^^l 
Pnacess was blashing with shame every moment, and £bi^H 
entreated her hnsband to set off at once. ^^| 

When his Gmce of Stettin found he coold ptn^^| 
nothing, he bade them a kbd farewell, promising in ^0^| 
days to visit them at Wolgast, for the wedding festivnn^H 
and he sent stout Diunies Kleist, with six comp&iiiaBl,j^H 
escort them through tho most dangerous part of the fi>1^H 
wliich was a tract extending for about seven miles. fl| 

Now, when the/ were half way thmogh tho fora^jM 
teiTible BtoiTU came on of haii, ram, thunder, and lightimig*' 
and though the Prince and his bride were safe enough i** 
the carriage, yet their escort were drenobod to the alut»* 
and dripped like rivulets. The princely pair, therefore"-* 
entreated them to return to Falkenwfdd, and diy t(id*^ 
clothes, for there was no danger to be apprehended noW* 
siuoe they were moro than half throngh the wood, and clta^ 
to tho village of Mntzelbar;;. 

So Dinnies and his companions took their leave, and rodfl 
ofK Shortly after the galloping of a horee was heard, aaS 
this was Marcus Boik; for ho was on his way to porchaM 
the lands of Orienke, previous to his marriage with 01ai» 
von Dewitz, and had a heavy sack of gold upon his shoulder, 
and a servant along with him. Having heard at StettSn 
that the Prince and his young bride were on the road, be 
had followed them, as fast as he conld, to keep them cotB- 

By this time they had reached Bamim's Cross, and the 
Prince haltcJ to point it OBt to his bridt, and tell heffj"' 



nd thft^ 
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id coDoenimg it; for tlie son new sltonc fcrtli Tram the 

I, and the stoim was over. I!at lie Gr^t adilre&seil 
IkiUiflil Marcos, anil a^ked, hud ho heard tidings lately 

El eonsin Sidonia? liiit he had heard nothing. " 
^^dhear BOon enough, I'm thinking. 

bn seeing that his good vassal Marcos was thorongbly 

ias Grace advised him to pat on dry clothes, bnt ho 
c with him. Wherenpoa bia Greco handed him his 

pDrtmanteaa ont of the coach window, aad bid him 

what he wan led. 

reus then lljled the money-bag from his shoolder, 
b bis Grace drew into the coach through the window — 
sprang into the wood with the portmitnteau, to cbtinge 
dothea, While the Prince tarried for him, he related 
at<wy of Bamim's Cross to his yoang wife, i 

Yon must know, dearest, that my ancestor, Bamim, 
second of the name, was mm-dered, ont of ri 

very spot, by one of hia vaaaals, named Vidante von 
IfeerwitKe. For this aforesaid ancestor had sent him into 
and mider somo pretence, in order the bolter to accom- 
1 the beautiful Mirostava of Warborg, 

ate'a young wife. But the warder of Vogelsang, a 

a about two miles from here, pleasantly sitnated a 
river HafF, and close to which lay the said Vidante's 
[e, discovered the amour, and informed the koigbt hovr 
nas dishonoured. His wrath was terrible when the 
3 bronght to him, but he spoke no word of the 

if tmtil St. Joba's day, in the year — " 
tut hero his Grace paused in his story, for he had fi 

1 the year; so he drove on the carriage closo up to 
cross, where he could read the date — "St John's day; 
MCCXCII." — and there stopped, with the blessed crosa 

t Lord covering add filling up the whole of the coach 
dow. 

Lh, well it is said — Prov. sx. 24 — " Each man's going 
f the Lord, what man is there who auder^tandeth his 

?" 

low when the Princess had read tlio date for herself, 
asked, what had happened to the Dnke his ancestor? 
which the Prince replied— 

yot. t. 



I 
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"Ilore, ill these very bashes, tbo jcalons knii;fat 1 
cealeil. wliile the Dake was htinttug. And b 
apot, the Dake threw himaelf down npOQ the g 
for he was weary. And ho whistled for his 
hnd been separated from him, when the knight sprai 
hb bidiag-plHce and murdered him where he 1 
false wife he reserved for a still more craei death. 

*' For ho brought a copparsmith from Stettin, and hi 
make a copper coffin for the wretched womaji, ii 
obliged to help him iu the work. Then he bade her|j 
her bridal dress, and forced her to eater the cofiiB,1l 
he had her sotdei'ed up alive and bnried. And t 
goes, that when any one walks over the spot, the c 
clangs in the earth like a mass-hell, to this very day." 

Meanwhile Marcos hod retreated behind a large oak, tO' 
dress himself in the yonng Dnke's clothes, bnt the mAiA 
robber crew were watching hini ai! the time from the woo4 
and jast as he drew the dry shirt over his head, before bt 
bad time to put on a single other garment, they sprang opOB 
him with lend shouts, Sidonia, the foremost of all, scrMBi- 
ing, "Seize the knave! seize the base spy! he is a>f 
greatest enemy!" So Marcns rushed back to the coKlfc 
jnst as he w&b, and placing the cross as a shield bettKCB 
him and the robbers, cried oat loudly to his Highne 
a sword. 

The Prince would have alighted to assist him, bnt li>> 
young bride woniid her arms so fast aronnd him, shrieking 
till the whole wood re-echoed, that ho was forced to reow 
inside. Up came the robber band now, and attacked tin 
coach furiously; musket alter masket was fired at it and W 
horses, but luckily the rain had spoiled the powder, so ih^ 
threw away their muskets, while Sidonia screamed, "S»* 
the false-hearted liar, who broke hia marriage promlM t> 
me! seize bis screammg harlot! drag her from the «»'''' 
Where is she? — let me see herl^ — we will cram her iaM l** 
old oak-tree ; there she can hold her marriage festival "^ 
the wild eats. Give her to me! — give her to me! I*'* 
leach her what marriage is!" And she sprang wildly ^ 
ward, while the others flunjj their speura at Marcus. BO* 
CJio blessed cross protected him, a»4 ^^a a^ewa aX.'oc^'ia** 



us 

.it b ttie bodj of Qm carriage, while he Iwwtd wtwwf 
tnd left. strtkiDf^dowii all tlm ■ppraadiMl hioi. tot W 
in E pool of blood, >nd the wtdi(^ iliirt oa hw «u 
Had to red. 

Ab SiUonia rnshc<] to the oMcb he inMmd^ b«T in iha 
kIi upon which, with toad curses ud imprecations, she 
tftnind to the other coach window, calliag oat, "Coma 
ber, come liiiher, Johann! here is booty, here is the fabe 
[ Come hither, and drag her oat of (he coach window 
Biet" And now Marcna Bork was in despair, for the 
iDbman bad ran away from Tear, and tbongh hia aword did 
M service, yet their enemies were gathering tliick toodA 
So he bade the Princess, in a low voice, to tear 
his bag of moDey, for the lote of heaven, with all 
tod, and scatter the gold out of the wisdowB with both 
for help was near, he heard the galloping of a hor»e 
Idd they gain but a few momenta they were saved. 
lerenpoa the Princess rained the gold pieces trom the 
indow, and the stupid mob instantly lefV all ebe to fling 
tmulves on the ground, for the bright coins, Ggbting with. 
other as to who ehonld have them. In vain Johauii 
Leave the gold, fool^ and seiie the birds here ii 
cage; ye can have the gold after." Bnt they never 
him, though he careed and swore, and atrnck tbcm 
jht and left with hia sword. 

Bnt Marcns, meanwhile, had nearly come to n sad end 

the old gipsy bag swore she would stab him with her 

e, and while the poor Jlarcns was defending himself 

RSI a robber who bad rushed at him with a Aageer, aba 

^t along upon the ground, and lifted her great linife 

jinnge into hia side. 

Jnat then, like a messenger from God, comes the stout 
SinniBs Kleist, gallopmg np to the rescue ; for alter he had 
idden a good piece upon the homeward road, be stopped 
lis horse to empty the water out of hia large Jack-boots, 
br there it was plumping up and down, and he was still 
ir from Falkenwald. While one of his men emptied th« 
mots, another wandered through the wood picking the 
ilrawberries, that blushed there as red as scarlet »iOa\ 



While he was so bent down close to the earth, the shriiA 
of my gracious Lady re»dicd his ear, upon which he na'^ 
tcU his master, vha listened likewise; and finding tlM 
proceeded from the very direction where he bad left m 
bridal pair, he snapected that some evil had hefallen them 
So springing into hia saddle, be bade bis fellows mount wa 
all speed, aud dashed back to the spot where they had bS 
the carriDgc. ] 

Marcus was jnst cow fainting from loss of blood, and m 
weary hand could scarcely hold the sword, while his fawfl 
swayed back and forward, as if be were near falling to tW 
ground. The gipsy-hag was close beside him, with bra 
arm extended, ready to plunge the knife into his side, whsn 
the heavy stroke of a awoi'd came down on it, and arm atiU 
koife fell together to the ground, and Dinnies shoQ^ugfj 
" Jodutel Jodatel" swung round his sword a second timft 
and the head of the robber carl fell npon the ann of the bafr j 
Then be dashed round on hia good horse to the other tida , 
of the carriage, hewed right and left among the stnjnd fool* , 
who were scrapbg up the gold, while his fellows chawl 
them into the wooil, so that the alarmed band left all tl^ j 
booty, and ran in eveiy direction to hide themselves in ti» 
forest. In vain Johann roared, and shoulcd, and awore, 
and opposed himself single-handed to the knight's follows* 
He received a blow that sent him flying too after his b»i>4 
and Sidonia aloug with him, so tbnt none but the detf 
remahied around the carriage. 

Thus did the bravo I>inniea Kleist and JIaicus Boilt »W , 
the Prince and his bride, like true knights as they weiti 
but Marcus is faint, and leans for support against the Of 
riage, while before him lie three robber carls whom he h»d 
slm with ins own band, although he fought there odj 
in his shirt; but the blessed crosa had been his shield. Ab4 
there too, lay the gipsy's arm with the knife still clutehed 
in the baud, but the hag herself had ficd away; aud ronad 
the brave Dmnies was a circle of dead men, seven is 
number, whom he and his followers had killed; and l&B 
earth all round looked like a ripe strawberry field, it was so 
red with blood. 

Due can imagine what jo; &\\e4ttKi\«ioi\aii^&a^«naalj 
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when thej fonnd that all tbcJr peril was pasL Thef 
^Ad frftin tbe coach, and when the Priacesa saw Marcas 
Hlf^ere in a. dead faint, wiih his gana(^t all covered 
|k blood, she lamented loadly, and tore oS her own vol 
lAid up hm woimds, and brooght wine from the carriage, 
&h she poured bersrif through his lips, like a mercifhl 
and when bo at last opened his eje^ and kissed 
little bands of the Princess ont of graiitnde, she rejoiced 
Mtly. And the Prince himself ran to the wood for tbe 
rtmutcan, wblcb they fonnd behind the oak, and helped 
dresa the poor knight, who was so weak that he could 
It raise a finger. 

Tftea tbe; Med bint into the coach, while the Prince 

kafortcd him, sa<fing, be trusted that be wonld soon be 

til again, for he wonld pray dsil; to the Loi'd .Teaus for 

whose blessed cross bad been their protection, and that 

idiould have all his gold again, and the lands of Crienke 

addition. So faithful a vassal must never be parted 

-m his Prince, for inasmnch as he hated Sidonia, so he 

loved and pnuscd him. They were like the two Jmlases in 

Scripture, of whom Eonie one had said: "What one gave 

the devil, the otlicr brought back to God." 

And now be saw the wonderful hand of God in all; for 

it bad not rained, the powder of the robber band would 

Ve been dry, and then they were all lost Item; tbe 

Slight wonld not have stop[ied to empty his boots, and they 

ifiver would have heard the screams of his dear wife. 

if he bad himself not forgotten the date, be would 

have driven np close to the cross, whieli a'oss bad 

tved them all, bnt in particnlar saved their dear Marcus, 

Fler a miracnlous manner. " Look how the blessed wood 

everywhere pierced with spears and yet we are all living ! 

feerefore, let ns hope in the I ord lor he is onr helper 

d defender 1" 

Hien the Duke tnmed to the 'itont Dinn ei and piayed 
m to enter his service, but in vain for he was sworn 
■eal to his Highness of Stettn So hia Giice took off 
1 golden collar, and put it on his neck, and the Princess 
Bw off her diamond ring to give him wherenpon her 
Oase hnghed heartily, and asked '\\i %\\p ^NiwV. 'Cni ^t 
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knight hnd a. tingcr for her little ring? To wbich. | 
replied, bat the brave Itnight may have a. dear wife i 
could wear it for her SRke, for ho must not g 
Bome token of her gratitude. 

However, the kuight pnt back the ring himself, sajin^l 
that he had no gponae, and would neycr have one ; therefbaV 
the ring was u^^ess. So the Princess wonders, and attM 
why he will have no spooae, to which he replied, ths^ Ml 
feared the fate of Samson, for had not love robbed him at 
his strength? He, too, might meet a Delilali, who WORM 
cut off his bng hair: then riding np close W the carri^W 
he removed hig plumed Jiat from his head, and down f 
hie long black hair, that was gathered up under it, over tt 
shoulders like a veil, even till it swept the flanks of b' 
horse. Would not her Grace think it a grief and «btM 
if a woman sheared those locks? In snch pleasant discoor 
they reached Matzelburg, where, as the good Marcas ww ti 
weak, they resolved to put up for the night, and send fi»»l 
chimrgcon iastantly to tjckermund. And so it was don& ~ 



CHAPTER Xr. 



H THE TAVERN OF MtrrZELBOBG TTBl, 

SOW THE MlLLEIl, KONNEUANN, IS DISCOVERED, AHn MADS St 
DIKHIES KLGISr TO ACT AS GUIDE TO TBE ROBBER CATS, 
WHEBB THBT FIND ASJ. THE WODEN-FOLK LTIHO APPAKEHU-* 
DEAD, TBROOGH SOME devil's 1I4GIC OF THE GIPST 
MOTH En, 

When their Highnesses entered the inn at MatKelbnrg, ihsf 
found it filled with bnrghera and peasants out of Uckermno^ 
Pasewalk, and other adjacent places, on their way to Stettin* 
to petition his Grace the Dnke to open the courts of jastieet 
for thieves and robbers had so multiplied ihronghont the 
land that no road was safe ; and all kinds of witchcraft, and 
imposture, and devil's work were so rife, that the po« 
people were plagued oat of their lives, and no redress wu 
to be had, seeing his Grace had closed all the courts of jus- 




;faers Imd been selected to mim tiie 
great was tho joy to meet now wiiii his Oratu 
for assuredly lie nonid give them a letter lo 
brother, and strengthen the (irayci' of their 
The Prince readily promised to do this, puticn- 
m own life aod that of his bride hod just bcea in 
peril, fill owing to the ohatinscy of tiis Grace of 
not opening the cotirls. 
while, the leech had visited good Marcus Bork, wlio 
much easier arier his woDods were dressed, and pro- 
tt> do well, to the great joy of their Graces; and 
Kleist went to the stable to see after li is horse, there 
80 many there, lu eonseqneuce of this gathering of 
that he feared they might fight Now, as he passed 
igjl the kitchen, the knight observed a man bargaining 
the innkeeper; and he had a kettle before him, into 
he was cramming sansages, bread, ham, and all eortB 
Bnt he would have taken no further heed, only 
tail to his coat, which made the 
im as the very fellow whose coat- 
the forest. He sprang on him, 
n drew his knife, Dinniea seized 
him down, head foremost, into a 
JutgEhead of water, holding him straight up by the feet till 
lie had di-uuk his fill. So the poor wretch began to quiver 
in his death agonies; whereupon the knight called 
Wat thou confess? or hast Ihou not drnak enough 
jet?" 

"He would confess, if the knight promised him life. Hia 
tne was Konnemann ; he had lost Ids mill and all he was 
worth, by the Loilz bankniptcy, therefore had joined the 
robber band, who held their meeting in an old cave in tho 
forest, where also they kept their booty." On further 
qnesiion. he said it was an old rained place, with the walls 
^1 tambling down, A man named Mnckerwitze had lived 
there once, who buried his wife alive in this cave, therefore 
it had been deserted ever since. 

Then the knight asked the innkeeper if he know of s' 

place in the forest; who said. "Yes." Then hu asked 

lie knew this fellow, Konnemaun; bnt tho host denied ij 



thM the carl had but o 
Icnigbt U once recognisi 
tail he had hewed otf 
therefore; and as the 
hold of him and pinm 



knowledge of liira (thoagh he knew him well enough, I 
think). Upon which Knnnemaoii said, — "Tiiat he merely 
came to bnj provisions for the hand, who were haugry, and 
had despatched him to see what he could get, while they 
remained hiding in the cave. The knight haviag laid these 
facts before tlieir Graces and the envoys, it was agreed that 
they should steal a march upon the robbers next morning, 
and, meanwhile, keep Konnemanu safe under lock and 
key. 

Next morning they set off by break of day, taking Kon- 
nemann as guide, and aurronnded the old ruin, which lay 
npon a hill buHed in oak-trees; bnt not a sound was heanl 
inside. They approached nearer — listened at the cave — 
nothing was to be heard. This angered Dinnies Kleiat, for 
he thought the miller had played a trick on them, who, 
however, swore he waa innocent; and as the knight threat- 
ened to give hira something fresh to drink in the castle well, 
he offered to tight a pine torch and descend into the cave. 
Hardly was he down, however, when they heard him acream- 
ing — "The robbers have murdered the women — they an 
all lying here atone dead, bnt not a man is to be seen." 

The knight then went down with his good sword drawn. 
Tme enough, there lay the old hag, her daughter, and Sido- 
nia, all stained with blood, and stiff and cold npon the damp 
ground. And when the knight asked, "Which is Sidonia?*^ 
the fellow put the pine torch close to her face, which wms 
blue and cold. Then the knight took up her little hanaS, 
and dropped it again, and shook his head, for the said IitlA« 
hand was stiff and cold as that of a corpse. 

Summa, — As there waa nothing further to be done bec~* 
the knight left the corpses to moulder away in the old c^^ 
lar, and returned with the burghers to Mutzelhurg, whenbJ< 
Highness wondered much over the strange event; tw^t 
Marcus rejoiced that hia wicked cousin was now dead, astd I 
could bring no farther disgrace upon his ancient name, I 

But was the wicked cousin dead? She had heard eyeff t, 
word that had been said in the cave ; for they had all ilrani _£, 
i broth made by the gipsy mother, which can ma' 
seem dead, though they^e&r MiAsMsCTer^'thingarow 
\'.\ibem. Sach devil's wort IB uat ' ' 




ibe l»VT„-,.i, the saoaf^S^' — nver, ao>i , ^„„ ^a 






252 SIDONIA 

waa oat nt service till autumn, and she could not do all tlie 

work herself." 

"Why then did she sit in the cellar, aa if she Bhnnned 
the light?" 

lUa " The girl had prayed for leave to ait there, because 

the screaming of the yonng geese in the yard distnrhcd her, 
besides she bad beca only two days with her." 

"Bat where in the devil's name was the girl? It waa 
easy to see she had bewitched the hens, for everything 
against the conrse of natare must he devil's work," 

Ilia " Ah, yes ! this mast be the truth. Let them chase 

the devil away. Now she saw why the girl woald not sit 
in the^ light, and had refused to enter the blessed chorcb 
with her the day before." 

"What was her namel They should both be sent to 
the devil, if she did not tell the girl's name." 

Ula, — "Alas! she had forgotten it, hnt ask herseUl 
Her story waa, that she had been married to a peasant ia 
Usdom, who died lately, and his relations thea turned her 
out, that she waa now going to Daber, where she bad a 
brother, a fisher in the service of the Dewitz family, and 
wanted to earn a travelling penny by spinning to convey her 
there," 

Now as the ramonr of witchcraft spread through, the 
village, all the people ran together, from every part, to 
Trina's house. And a pale young man pressed forward 
from amongst the crowd, to look at the supposed witch. 
When he stood before bev, the girl cast down her eyea 
gloomily, and he cried out: "It is shel it is the very 
accursed witch who robbed me of my strength by her 
sorceries, and barely escaped from the fagot — seize her — 
that is Anna Wolde. Now ho knew what the elder-sticka 
meant, which he found set np as a gallows before his dow 
this morning — the witch wanted to steal away hia man- 
hood from him again — bum her! burn her! Come and see 
the elder sticks, if they did not believe him I" 

So the whole village ran to his cottage, where he had 
just brought home a widow, whom be was going to marry, 
and there iadeed stood the elder sticks right before hia dow 
1 the form of a gallows, upon wyic\\ ftio AimS 'V4«&'wf^ 




SnXMU TBI EORCKS£SS. 25 1 

_ diligentl<f till midnight without even growing wctiry ; 
O: if one of [hem nodded, sbe was given a cop of cold water 
to drink, to tuAke bcr fresh again. So there was plenty of 
fine linen by each new-year's-day, and their mael43ra wero 
well pleased. No peasant kept bis daughter at homa, but 
lent her to the priest, where she learned ber dnties, and was 
kept safe from the young men. Even old mothers vent 
there, among whom Trina Bergen always gavo the best 
answers, and was mnch commended by the priest in conae- 
qnence. This pleased her mightily, so that she boasted 
Arerynbere of it, but with all she was an excellent old 
voman, only the Deigbbonrs looked rather jealously on her. 
This same priest, with all his goodness and learning, was 
yet a bad logician ; for by his careless speaking in one of 
Us sermons, much commotion was raised in the village. 
In this semion be asseited that anythiug out of the usual 
Conrse of nature mast be devil's work, and ought to bs licM 
in abhorrence by all good Christians: be snifcrcd for this after- 
wards, as we shall see. On the ilonday afler this disconrM, 
lie journeyed into Poland, to visit a brother who dwelt in 
gome town there, I know not which. 

Then arose a great talking amongst the viJIagBrs con- 
cerning the said Trina Bergen ; for the cocks began to ait 
upon the eggs in place of tlio hens, in her poultry-yard, and 
all the people came together to see the miracle, and as it 
was against the course of nature, it rouat be devil's work, 
and Trina Bergcu was a witch. 

In vmn the old mother proiestcd sbe knew nothing of it, 
tlien runs to the priest's house, but he is away; from that 
to the mayor of the village, but he is going ont to shoot, 
■nd bid ber and the villagers pack off with llicir silly stories. 
So the poor old mother gets no help, and meanwhile the 
peuantB storm her house, aud search and ransack every 
"oniflr for proofs of her witclicraft, but nothing can be foand. 
*UyI there in the cellar sits a woman, who will not tell ber 

They drag her out, bring her np to the parlour, while the 
Ho mother sits wringing her haudd — who was this woman? 
'Wd how did she tome into the cellar? 
■^ — "Sbe bad hired her to spin, lictaviftft ^wa iwa^^W* 



1 the rack beft^*' 



Whereupon he came out with hia gnesta to look at Id 
miserable criminal, who conscious of her guilt, stood th4 
ilent Euid glowering; bnt he conld do ciottiitig for thei 
id thej not know tliat bis Uighness had closed til C: 
courts of justice, therefore he conld not help them, nor 
troubled about their aftaira? I'pon which the sheriff ci^ 
"Then we shall help ourselves; let ns bum the wi* 
who bewitches our bens, and Bticks np elder sticks befb 
people's doors. Come, let ns right onraelvesi" So ft 
ra«7or said they mi^'htdo as they pleased, he had no poi< 

hinder them, only let them remember that when £ 

irta re-openeJ, they would be called to a strict aceod 
for all this. And he went into his house, bnt the peuj 
shouted and dragged away the witch, with loud yells, 
the hangman, bitlding him stretch her 
ail their eyes. , 1 

When the girl saw and heard all this, and rcmomber''^*^ 
how the old lord chamberlain at Wolgaat had stretched l» *? 
till her hip was broken, she cried out, — " I will confess ^^^ 
only spare me the torture, for I dread it more than death. ^^ 

Upon this, the sheriff said, — " He would ask her thr"*! 
qneations, and prouonnce Jndgment accordingly." (0^^ 
what evil times for dear Pomerania land, when the pooj^ - 
could thus take the law into their own hands, and prononnc:^^^ 
judgment, though no judges were there. Had the b«^-^ 
given her a little twiat of the rack, just to get at the tmi!^^' 
it would at least have been more in accordance with th-^' 
nsages, although I say not he would have been justified ifV 
HO doing; bnt without using the rack at all to believe wha* i 
this devil's wretch nttered, and judge her thereupon, wip* 
grossly improper and abanrd.) Summa. — Here are thff i 
throe qnestions : — , 

"First, whether she had bewitched the hens; and for I 

Respond. — " Simply to amuse herself; for the time hnng 
heavy in tlio cellar, and she conld see them through the 
chinks in the wall." (Let her wait; Master Pet i 
give her something to amuse her.) 

" Second, why and wherefore had she stnck np the eldei" 
twigs?" 




^^^^Pd. — " Because she bad been told that Albert voaM 
^^^^Pttftnya'widow; I'or be hod promised her marriage) J 
^HjHn world knew, nad even called ber by bia name^ fl 
^Rra Albrechta, and therefore sbo had put a spell ppoB M 
H^ofelder-twiga, that be might turn away the widow aiid4 
^fift} her." (Let her wait; Master Peter will goon gti^fl 
■V tUer' twigs for ber.) M 

W ^Thfrd, whether she had a devil; and bow was htM 
pitted?" I 

I Bere ehe remained silent, then began to deny it, bat wm I 
Wiinded of the rack, and Master Peter got n&iif bis ia- 1 
'nments as if for instant use; so sbe sighed heavil/, and I 
Uwered, "Yea; she had a familiar called Jnrge, and btfl 
^ttared always in the form of a man." V 

Upon this confeMion the sheriff roared, "Bora the wil«hl" 1 
bd all the people shouted after him, " LSarn the witch] I 
^ accnraed witch!" and sbe was dehvered over to Master fl 
•fcter, I 

' Bot be made answer that he had cover horned a witch; ha 1 
koald, however, go over to Masaow in the morning, to his I 
irother-in-law, who had burned many, and leiim the moda I 
j'm. Meanwhile, the peasants might collect ten or J 
clnmpa of wood upon the Koppenberg, and so would fl 
iy frighten all women from practising this devil's magic, fl 
'onld they not barn Trina Bergen, likewise — the old hag fl 
'lo bad the witch in ber cellar? it would be a n'ght plaa- 1 
spectacle to the wbolo town. fl 

This, however, the peasants did not wish. Upon whlcli fl 
le carl asked what be was to be paid for his tronble? 1 
'ormerly the elate paid for the crioiliial, but the courts now fl 
' inld have nothing to do with the bnsiness. What was fl 
to get? So the peasants consulted together, and at lasftJ 
)ffered him a sack of oats at Michaelmas, just that they fl 
Ught have peace in the village. Whereapon he consented I 
Id bom her; only in addition they most give hun a free I 
{bnmey to Massow on the morrow. I 

* Kumma. — When the third morubg dawned, all the vil- I 
ige came together to accompany the witch up the Koppen- J 
krg: the schoolmaster, witli all his school going beKx^fl 
Jin^g, "N^imuy wc to the Holy Ghost;" tlMMgi^l 
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;> ri.'-.y v/'r<: ;:ii 'i.ov/.-.vL In a:jv ^;>-.V: it ttls l ioi! , 
rjj'jvir.jr I'-V/M V/ th':if '::il!'ir<:r; ; I':t tlj';rn aik u-^ h::L=-^.,, 
!]!iv:f/!j »f t.n<: ^-n'.kiriv v/;: ; not ;i far bottf:r r'pf:':iA:'.-z :.r 
i.i;:cir diil'lr* 11 than lij': hnnilri^v' ;. 

*Ay, HI;*, trj':," cii':! i\i". ::olioolrna.Ttfcr; "Sj,:.ilz^ 
bettor." ,T. 

I'ji^jn w]ii':!i ;il] tli^* p(^>pl'; h!ioi:U;<l art*;!- him — -Ay. 5 ^ 

WliirM tli^, knavo hf-ard thi.!, \v'. continued — .^-^, 

** Now, th^7 heard what tlie schoolmaster said, but -^^ 
vould lioL do all tliis for a sack of oal.-s for, indeed, leatL- 
Nicks were very dear just now; but if each one added ^^^ 
•./.ok of ni(!al and a goose at Michaelmas, why he would tt ^^^^^ 
.uul manage the sacking. The lake was broad and dee^^^ 

Mid i* ' '"lit beneath them, so that all the dear childie^' 

vv ght iroui t\ic UiW*' 
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JIoveTcr, the peasants wonld by no mcaas agree to llic 
"^ ' lat, whereupon a grcnt tli.'-pute uvdbq nruiinil the 
barg-iining about the price with grcnt tntnuU 
uproar, 
^v the robber band were In tbo vicmity, and Sidonl 
the noise, peeped out through the bttshca and recoj 
Anna AVolde; then, guessing from the pile, what iti^ 
_ [o do to her, she begg«d of Johann to save the ] 
if possible; for Sidonia and the knave were now on tU 
of terms, since he had chased awa; the gipsy hag ai 
dangbter for robbing him. 
, So Johann gives the word, and the band, which i 
i^bered one bniidred strong, bnrst forth from the w 
, _ — wild shonts and cries. Hoi how the people fled o 
'"Slea, like chaff before the wind I The executioner is 

^, throws away hb pau of coals, and takes to hia 

Item; the acboolmaster, with all hia school, take to 

'Qeir heels; the sheriff, the women, peasants, spectators — 
-ll, with one accord, take to their heels, screaming s 
oaring. 
The witch alone retuaios, for slie is lame and cannot re 
bat she screams, too, and ringa her hands, crying— 

"Take mo with yon; oh, take me with yon; for tho Ion 
vf God take me with you; I am lame and cannot run 1" 

Summa. — One can easily imagine how it all ended. 
' witch-girl was saved, and, as she now owed her life a ae 
; time to Sidonia, she swore eternal fidelity and grutitude to 
' the lady, promising to give her somethiog in recompense 
for all the benefits she had conferred on her. Alas, that I 
should have to say to Christian men what this ivaa 1' 

And when Sidonia asked bow things went on iu Daber, 
great was her joy to hear that the whole castle and town 
■were full of company, for the nuptials of Clara von Dewitz 
and Mai-cns Bork wero celebrating there. And the old 
Dachess from Wolgast had aixived, along with Duke 
Johann Frederick, and the Dnkes Bamim, Casimir, and 
em, — A grand cavalcade of nobles had ri 
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to the wedding upon four hundred horses, and lords and 
ladies from all the country round thronged the castle. 

Now Johann Appelmann would not credit the witch-girl, 
for he 'had seen none of all this company upon the roads; 
but she said her brother the fisherman told her, that their 
Graces traveUed by water as far as Wollin, for fear of the 
robbers, and from thence by land to Daber. 

When Sidonia heard this she fell upon Johannes neck, 
exclaiming — 

"Revenge me now, Johann I revenge me! Now is the 
time; they are all there. Eevenge me in their blood I" 

This seemed rather a difficult matter to Johann, but he 
promised to call together the whole band, and see what 
could be done. So he went his way to the band, and then 
the evil-minded witch-girl began agam and told Sidonia, 
that if she chose to burn the castle at Daber, and make an 
end of all her enemies at once, there was some one hard 
by in the bush who would help her, for he was stronger 
than all the band put together. 

Ilia. — "Who was her friend? Let her go and bring 
him?" 

Haec— •" She must first cross her hand with gold, and 
give a piece of money for him ;* then he would come and 
revenge her." 

Sidonia's eyes now sparkled wildly, and she put soia^ 
money in the woman's hand, who murmured, "For ti^ 
evil one ;" then stepped behind a tree, and returned ia * 
short time with a black cat wrapped up in her apron. 

" This," she said, " was the strong spirit Chim.f L« ^* 
her give him plenty to eat, but show him to no one. Wh ^° 
she wanted his assistance, strike him three times on it^^ 
head, and he would assume the form of a man. Strike hi ^ 
six times to restore him agam to this form." 

Now Sidonia would scarcely credit this; so, looking rout^^ 
to see if they were quite alone, she struck the animal thr^^ 
times on the head, who instantly started up in the form of ^ 

• According to the witches, evefy evil spirit must be purchased, n^ 
matter how small the price, but something must be giveiv— a Iwill cf* 
worsted, a kerchief, &c. 
/ Joachim. 
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■fff Jtrang man, with red slockiiigs, a Lkck donblet, and 
iitp irith stately heron's plumes. 

- "Yee, yea," lie exdaimed, "I know thy enemies, and 
Ain reYCDge thee, beantifnl child. I will bnm the castle of 
)DB,ber for thee, if thon wilt only do my bidding; bnt now, 
'vickt strike me again on the head, that I may reassnme 

iy original form, for some one may see ua; and pnt me in 
'i, basket, so can I traTcl with thee whereaoefer thon 

•oeat." 
And Ihos did Sidonia with the eril spirit Chim, as she 

ifterwarda confessed npon the rack, when she was a horri- 

Aa old hag of eighty-fonr years of agft. 

And he went with her everywhere, and snggested all the 
evil to her which she did, whereof we shall hear more in 
another place.* 



CHAPTER Xlir. 

or THE ADVENTUBK WITH THK BOUNDARY L.VD9, ASD HOW ONE 
OF THEM PROlllsra TO ADMTT .TOUANN APPELMAKH IKTO THE 
C.ISTLE OF DABEB THAT SAME NIGHT. irEM; OF WHAT 
BEFELL AMONGST THE GUESTS AT TQK CASTLE. 

'When Johann and Sidonia proposed to the band that they 
■bonid pillage the castle of Daber, they all sbonted with 
delight, and swore that life and limb might be perilled bnt 
the castle should be theirs that night. Nevertheless my 
knave Johann thought it a dangerous undertaking, for they 
*new no one inside the walls, and Anna Wolde, the witch, 
iMiild not come with them, geeiog that she was lama. So 
*i last he thought of sending Konnemann disguised as a 

' DalinetL — Tbia belief in the power of eTil apirits, to asinrae the 

m of animmla, comes lo us (ram lemoCest liUtiquity — esam^le, the 

ppent in paradise. In nil religions, and nmongit all nations, this 

«1M seems flrmly rooted ; but oTen if we do not see a riaible devii, do 

t, alasl know and feel that there la one ever with ns, ever pre- 

vet suggsBtiog all wicliedoess to as, as this devil to Sidonia?-- 

■r oum edl niiture. For what else ia the C\iY\Bfiiui^|e,^^ * 

ivbeltreen (be (fivjns lyiihin us nod this e' 

roagh God's grace alone can we renst this 



* 
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beggar, to examine tlie conrt-yarcl and all tlio oat ol^^^H 
porclinnce he might epy oat eooiq ungaarded door V^^^| 
tbey conld eficct on entrance. j^^^f 

Then Sidonift said she would go too, and iil4^^^| 
Johaon tried hard to [leraniide her, 3'et she bcgg^^^H 
earnestly for leave that finally he consented. ^'^^^| 
most see the very spot, where the viper was hatched ^^^H 
had stung her to death. Ah, she wonid brew Bom|^^^| 
for her in return; pity only that the wedding was^^H 
othcrniae the little bride shoatd never have touel^^^l 
wedding-ring, if she conld help it; hat it was ta^^^H 

So the three Satan's children slipped out npon tha^^^f 
way from the wood, and travelled on so near to the^^^H 
that the noise, and talking, and laughing, and barlj^^^H 
dogs, and neighing of horses, were all qoite audible toi^^H 

Now the castle of D.ihcr is built upon a hill wbi^^^f 
entirely surrounded by water, so tha.t the castle cr^^^| 
approached only by two bridges — one southwards, lo^^l 
from the town; the other eastwards, leading dhrect A^^^| 
the castle gardens. The castle itself was a nobULJJ^^^I 
pile, with strong towers and apii-es — almost as Bla^^^| 
buildhig as my gi-acious Lord's castle at Saataig. '^^1 

When Johann observed all this, his heart failed him, asct 
as ho and hla two companions peeped ont at it from behind 
a thorn-hush, they agreed that it would be hard work to 
take such a castle, garrisoned, as it was now, by four 
hundred men or more, with their more handful of par- 
tisans. 

But Satan knows how to help his own, for what happened 
while they were croucliiag there and arguing? Behold, 
the old Dewitz, as an offering to the church at Daber upon 
his daughter's marriage, had promised twenty good acres of 
land to bo added to the glebe. And he comes now up the 
hill, with a great ci'Owd of men to dig the boundary. So 
the Satan's children behind the thorn-bush feared they 
wonld be discovered, but it was not so, and the crowd 
passed on unheeding them. 

Old DewiU now called the wilcosses, qirI li.l them take 



a pf the posiLion of the boundary. There where tbe hil^a 

wild apple-tree, and the town tower well 

fimitiiet them keep this well In then* minds. Then calling * 
r nx lads, he bid them take note likewise of the boiin- 
y, ihat when the old people were deail they might stand 

u vllncsscs; hat as bdcIi thinga were easily forgotten, 

the priest, nnd the chorchwanleu ivoaid wrilo it down 
r them, so that it never, by any chance, eonld escape thoif I 

Cpon which the good knight, being lord and patron, J 
ft Rr stoat stick the first, and cudgelled the youu 
oil, QEkiag them between terms — 
"Where ia the honndary ?" 

To wliich they answered, screaming an^ roaring — 
" Where the hill, the apple-tree, and the town tower a 
E in one line." 

Then the knight, langhiag, handed over the stick to thaJ 
iest, Baying — 

"It waa still possible they might forget; they betteijl 
herefore, have another little memorandnm from bis RevcH 

"Nol no!" screamed the boys, "we will rememhcr i(| 
eternity." 

However, his Heverence just gave them a little touch a 
e stick in fan, lil! they roared out the boundary marks a 
scond time. 

; now stepped foi-th the chorchwarden, to take hiaM 
im with the stick on the boy's backa. This man had'l 
a forester of the old Baron Dewitz, and had oHen 
1 note of one of the young fellows present, how he 
poached and stolen the buck-wheat, ao ho gladly 
Kzed this opportunity to punish him for all his misdeeds, 
' laying the cudgel on his shoulders thrashed aud bela- 
red him so unmerdfully, that the lad ran shrieking, 
nrsing, bowling, and roaiing, far away in amongst the 
bnshes to hide himself, while the churchwarden cried . 

Weill if all the other lads forget the bonudary, 
think my Snc fellow here will bear the memorandDm to f^ 
Aaj of judgment." 
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And so they went away laughing from the place, and 
retamed to the castle. 

But the devil drew his profit from all this, for where 
should the lad run to, but close to the very spot where 
the robbers were hiding, and there he threw himself down 
upon the grass, writhing and howling, and swearmg he 
would be revenged upon the churchwarden. This is a 
fine healing for my knave in the bush, so he steps forward, 
and asks — 

" What vile Josel had dared to ill-treat so brave a youth? 
He would help him to a revenge upon the base knave, for 
injustice was a thing he never could suffer. The tears 
really were in his eyes to think that such wickedness should 
be in the world:" and here he pretended to wipe his 
eyes. 

So the lad, being quite overcome by such compassionate 
sympathy, howled and cried ten times more — 

"It was the forester Kell, the shameless hound; but he 
would play him a trick for it." 

lUe. — " Right. He owed the fellow a drubbing already 
himself, and now he would have a double one, if he couUl 
only get hold of him." 

Hie. — *' He would run and tell him that a great lord 
wanted to speak to him here in the forest." 

lUe. — "No, no; that would scarcely answer; but where 
did the fellow live?" 

Hie. — " In the castle, where his father lived like- 
wise." 

Ule.— " Who was his father?" 

Hie — " His father was the steward.'' 

Ille. — " Ah, then, he kept the keys of the castle?" 

Hie. — " Oh, yes, and the key of the back entrance also, 
which led through the gardens. His father kept one key 
and the gardener the other." 

Ille. — "Well, he would tell him a secret. This very 

Kell had. deceived him once, like a knave as he was, and he 

was watching to punish him, but he daren't go up to the 

castle in the broad daylight, particularly now while the 

wedding was going on. How lon^ would it last?" 

Bic, — "For three days mote; \t \i^^ W\ft^ >C>ax^^^'K^% 
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d the C3BtlB w»s (nil of company, anil ^ 
e oouDtry ronnj, a great Jeal grauder 
IpDewitz. were tliere." 

" Well, then, it would bfl quite iraposBible lo go 

o the castle and flog the churchwiLrden bei'urc ul! tha 

; couid see that himself. But eupposing ho 

night through the garden door, couldn't they 

B knave out on Bomo pretence, and theii drub bim to 

3 content?" 

D the lad was delighted with the plan, pBrtiuulorly on 

g that he was to help ta the di'ubbiog, but then if tba 

i9ter recognised him, what wus to bo done? be would 

which Jo ban n answered — 
" Jost pat on an old cloak, and epeak no word; thea, 
' * r by dress nor voice will he know thee; besides, tha 
jht will be quite dark, so fear nothing. We'll teach hini,. 
^ engage, bow to beat a Bne jonng fellow again, or to i 
e of my gold, as be did, the base, unworthy knave.'' 
Here tlio lad laughed ontright with joy. " Yea, yes, 
Biat would just do; and be could put on bis father's old 
nantle, and bring a stout crab-stick along with him." 

IJle. — "All right, young friend; but how was he lo 
let into the caslle-garden ? Was there not a drawbridge, 
rbicl) was lifted every night?" 

Hlc — " Oh, yes; bat hia father very often sent him to 
invt it np, and be could leave it down for to-night; then 
ie would get the forester, by some means, into the shrub- 

Ery, where it was dark as pitch, and they could thrash the 
g there without any one knowing a word about it." 
lUe. — " Good! Then when the tower-clock stnicls nine, 
it him come himself and admit him into the garden — time 
OOBgb after to run for the tbrestar, while bo was hiding 
limself in the shrubbery, for no one must know a word 
ibont his being theiu" Then he gave the lad a knife, and 
fold bim if ail lamed out well he should have a piece of 
pld in addition. '■ Ah I they would give him a warm 
[reotbg, this dog of a forester! liut arter bo bad called 
lim oat, the lad must pretend as if he bad nothing to da 
Irith the matter, and go back to the house, or slip do\ 
eorae by- pa lb." 



n 



264 SIDOMIA THE SOKCEBESS. 

So the lad jumped with joy when he got hold of the 
knife, and skipped off to the castle, promising to be at the 
drawbridge when nine o'clock struck from the tower, to 
admit his good friend into the garden. ^ 

Mean while, mj gracious Lady of Wolgast was making 
preparations for her departure on the morrow from the 
castle, for she had been attending the wedding festivities 
with her four sons, and Ulrich the grand chamberlain ; but 
previous to taking leave of her dear son, Duke Johann Fre- 
derick, she wished to make one more attempt to induce him 
to take off the interdict from the country, and allow the 
courts of justice to be re-opened, for thus would the land 
be freed from these wild hordes who haunted every road, 
and filled all hearts with fear. 

For this purpose she went up to his own private cham- 
ber in the castle, bringmg old Ulrich along with her; and 
when they entered, old Ulrich having closed the door, be- 
gan : " Now, gracious Lady, speak to your son as befits a 
mother and your princely Grace to do." 

Upon which he took his seat at the table, looking around 
him as sour as a vinegar-cruet. 

So the Duchess lifted up her voice with many tears, and 
prayed his Highness of Stettin to stem all this violence that 
raged in the land, as a loving Prince and father towards his 
subjects. He had resisted all her entreaties until now, with 
those of his dear brothers and old Ulrich ; and had not even 
his host and the whole nobility tried to soften his heart 
towards his people, who were suffering by his hard resolve? 
but surely he would not refuse her now, for she had come 
to take her leave of him, and had brought his old guardian 
and his brothers to plead along with her; besides, who knew 
what might happen next ? For she heard, to her astonish- 
ment, that Sidonia was not dead at all, as they supposed, 
but roaming through the country with her accursed para- 
mour. Had she known this, never would she have permit- 
ted this long journey, dear even as the bride was to her 
heart, but would have stayed at Wolgast to watch over her 
heart's dear son, Ernest, and his young spouse, who rightly 
feared to put themselves in dan^^r a^ain, after the sore peril 
they bad encountered in tVie St.eUmfeTft«X\ w^^^Yka >ssiK« 
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Wtutt might bapp«n to her on the journpj homeward? for 

flhe enconutered Sidonia, vrhnt conld she expect from hu* 

t the bitterest death (weeping)? Ah, this all came upon 
fiiem becsDse the jonag Duke had despised the admonitions 
iOf bis blessed father upon his death-bed, and thonght not 
;«f that scripture which saith : ' The father's blessing bnild- 
«th the children's honses, bnt the enrse of the mother ptdleth 
fiiem down." She bad never cursed bim yet, bat that day 
might come," 

Then Dnke Johaon answered, " He was sad to see his 
dsriing mother chafe and fret about these same courts of 
justice, but his princely honour was pledged, aud he could 
not retract one word until the states came back to their 
dnty, aud gave bim the gold be demanded. For how could 
be stand before the world as a fool? He bad begun this 
castle of Friedricbswald, and had ordered all kinds of 
Btatues, paintings, &c. from Italy, for which gold must bo 
paid. How, then, if he had none?" 

"But those were idle follies," bis mother answered, 
'and showed how true were the words of Solomon; — ■ 
AVhen a prince wanteth understanding, there is groat op- 
pression.' "f 

Hero the Dnke grew angry. "It was false; he did not 
want understanding. Well it was that no one had dared 
to saj this to him but bis mother." 

Bnt mj gracious Lady could not hear bim plaiuly; for bis 
Serene Highness, Bamim the younger, who had drutilc 
rather freely at dinner, began to snore so loudly, that he 
snored away a paper which lay before old Ulrich, upon 
which he had been sketching a list of proposUiotvi, for 
file reconcihatiou of the Duke and the estates of the king- 
loin. 

Herenpou the o!d chamberlain cursed and swore; " Alay 
fite seven thousand devils take them I One snarls at bis 
, and the other snores away bis paperl Did the 
fiince think that Pomerania was like Saxony, when be 

Ea these fioe buildings at Friedricbswald? His Ctraca 
1 honse at Stettin ; what did be want with % Hcond? 
' Saeh aS. 11. f Prwretli* xxvVii, 1 
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Was hisUracc better than his forefathers? Anil would not 
bis Grace have Oderburg when old Duko liui'iiun died! ' 
and casilcs and towns all round the laud?" ' 

But the Duke answered proudly, " Tiint Ulrich sboold 
jemembcr bis gnaniiauship had ended, lie knew hiniMlf 
what to do aud what to leave undone." 

tierewith the young Lord Bogislaff broke in: "Tet, 
dearest hrotber, be advised by ns. Bethink you how I re:- 
signed my chance of the duchy at the Diet of Wollin, and 
now I am ready to give you up the annuity which I than 
received, if it will help your neceasities, Bod that you pio- 
ni'ue thereupon to release the land from the iuterdiet, tha( 
all this fearful villainy and lawlesanCGs, which is devastating 
the country, may have au end." 

lUe. — " Matters were not. so bad aa he thought; besides, 
why cannot tbe people defend theutseives, and take care of 
their own skin?" 

Hie — " So they do ; but this only inoreaaed injustice and 
lawleasnesfl." Then he related many examples of how tbe 
despairing people of the dUleient towns had executed justice, 
after their own maimer, upon the robbers who fell into their 
hands. In Stolpscheu, for instance, three fellows had been 
caught plundering the corn, and tho peasants nailed them 
up to a tree, and whipped them till they dropped down dead. 
Well might Satan laugh over the sia and wiiiedneas that 
reigned now iu poor I'omerania. 

Item — He related how the peasants in Marieuflieas were 
going to burn a witch, without trial or sentence. Item- — 
How many peasants and villagers had Lung up their own 
bailiffs or strangled them. Item. — How the priests had baoi 
ciiased away from many places, so that they now hail to beg 
their bread upon tho highway; and in such towna (Jod'fl 
service was no more heard, but each ouo lived as it pleased 
him, and the peasants did as they chose. And now hs 
would ask bis heart's dear brother, which would he more 
opright and honourable in the sight of the great God — to 
build up this castle of Friedricliswald, or to let it full — and 
build op the virtue .ind liappiness of his people? He could 
not build tho CLi-ili' ivitln.mt mmii'v, and ho had none; but 
he could roatorc iii^ laml t^.i in.i'jr: and happiuesi by a word. 



IiCt btm, then, open these long-doaed courts of justice,.! 
fiiia was his duty as a Prince ; and let liim remember tlj 
tveij prince was ordained of God, jind must answer to ii 
r hia EOTernraent. 

Hereupon the Stotlin Duke made aoswer: " Pity, { 
Po^eloff, ihon wert not a village priesti Uast i 
iinUbed ihy sermon? Trnly then wert never meant for I 
Prince, aa wo heard irom tliy own lips, tbe day of the Diet 
Wollin. Tbon hast no senBo of princely bononi-, I see, 
bat I stand by mine-, and now, by my princely honour, I 
pledge my princely word, that, mitil the states give me t 
ncney, the land shall remun in all things ai ' ' " 

Here old Ulrich sprang to his feet (while my i 
l*ady sobbed aloud), clapped the table, and roared: '■ S&vH 
ifaonsand devils, my Lord ! are we to be robbed and roar- 
Send by those tiIq cnt-tbronts that infest tbe land, and 
your Grace will fold yoar hands and do nothing, till they 
drive your Grace yourself out of the land, or run a spear 
throngli yonr body, as they would have done to your 
princely brother of Wotgast, only be had faithful vassals to 
defend him? If it ie so to be, then must the nobles make 
their petition to the Emperor, and we shall see if his impe- 
rial Majesty cannot brin}r yaur Grace to reason, tliough 
your mother and we ail have failed to move you." 

Here the little Casimir, who was playing with the paper 
which bis brother had snored away, ran up to his mother, 
and pnlliog her by the gown, said: " Gracious Lady mam- 
ma, what ails my brother, the Stettiu Duke? Is ho dnmk, 
loo?" 

At which they all laughed, except Duke Jobann, > 
gave a kick to his little brother, and then strode out of H 
room, exclaiming, " Sooner my life than my houonr; I si 
stay here no longer to ho tutored and lectured, but will ti 
my journey homewards this very night," And s 
parted, but by a small side-door, for old Ulricb had lacks 
the chief door on cutering. 

Now indeed her Grace wept bitterly: ah I she thou^ 
the evil had left her house, which the fatal bnsi 
wedding had wrought on it, when Dr. Martinus dropped d 
ring, bat alasl it was only he^nniiig ' "" 



conid cot cni'se biio, for he was her son, anii she Lad borne I 
him in p^n and Borrow. 1 

Summa, — If many were displeased at thcso proceedinga of | 
bia Grace, so also was the Lord God. as was seen clearly by , 
many strange Gigna; for on that game night Duke Banum i 
the elder died at Odetbnrg, and all the crosses, knobs, and 
spires throughont the whole town tamed qoitc black, thoogh 
they had only been newly gilded a year before, and no rain, 
lightuing. or thuoder had been observed.* 

But this was all clearly to show the anger of God oyer 
the sins of the yonng Dnke, and by these signs he would 
admonish him to repentance, as a fathermight gently tiireaten 
a refractory child. As to what further happened his Grace 
when he went ont by the little door, and the danger that 
befell bim there we shall hear more in another chapter. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



now THE KNAVE APPELSIANK SEIZES HIS SERESE ESIINESCE, 
DUKE JOliANN, BY THE TUEOAT, AND HOW BIS GI:ACB AND 
THE WHOLE CASTLE AKE SAVED BT UAKCUS BOBK AND UI3 
YOUNG BEIDE CLARA; ALSO HOW SIDONIA AT LAST 13 TAKEK 
PRISONER. 

The castle was now almost quite still, for as the festival had 
already lasted three days, the guests were pretty well tired 
of dancing and drinking, andmoat of them, like yonng Prinoe 
Bamim, had Iwn down to snore. Yet still there were many 
drinking in the great hall, or dancing in the saloon, for the 
fiddles fiddled away men'ily nntll far in the night. 

And it was a beautiful night this one; not too darl^ 
bat starry, bright, and soil and still, so that Marcus and hja 
young bride glided away from the dancing and drinking, to 
wander in the cool fresh air of the shrubbery, before they 
retired to their chamber. So they passed down the broad 
path that led from the garden to the drawbridge by the 
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Lter-mlU, and seating thcmaelves on a back under iho 
tde of tUft trees, began to kiss and careas, as nia^ well 
ecune a fonng bridal pair to do. 

Soon amy heard nine o'clock strike from the town, and 
imediately nl^ei', stealthy footsteps coming along the 
Ttdtbeiy towArda them. They held their breath, and 
BBunsed quite Etill, thinking it was some half-drankcn 
!at from the castlo wandering this way; bat then the 
iwbrtdge was lowered, and three persons advanced to a 
onth, as they could aee plainly. One said, "Now?" to 
'hioh another answered, "No, when I whiatlol" He who 
ail 80 asked, then went back again, but Sidoma and my 
came on with the boimdary lad over the bridge (for 
□mse, every one will have gnessed them) and entered 
abmbbeiy where the young bridal pair wei'e seated, 
lUt perfectly bidden, by reason of the darkness. 

The boundary bid would now have drawn np the bridge, 
rat the knave hindered him: "Let him leave it down, 
would he escape elae, if the carl roared, and all came 
mnning out of the castle to see what wna the matter?" 
Then Sicionia aaked the boj, if he thought the castle folk 
would hear him ? To which he answered, no. They could 
thrash the homid securely, and he had brought a short 
cudgel with him for the purpose. Upon which my knave 
mnrmared to him, " Load on, then; I must get out of f ' 
dark place to see what I am about. And when we get 
the end of it, do you run and bring him out here. Tl 
Tro Bhsll both pay him off bravely." 

So they crept on in the darkness towards the castle, but 
the young wedded pair had plenty of time to recognlae both 
Bidonia and Appelmann by their voices. Therefore Marcoa 
argued truly that the knave and his paramour could he about 
no good, for the whole land rang with their wickednesa. 
And no doubt the hand was in the vicinity, becanse Appel- 
mann had answered, "No, when I whiallel" 

So the good Marcos grew wroth over the villmny of this 
Bhamelesa pair, who had evidently reaolved on nothi 
than the destruction of the whole princely race, an 
this castle of Daher was not to be spoiled, which 
to his dear bride's father, so that tlieu- wici 
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lUt^ 



migbt lie fulfilled, Tben he wbbperetl, diJ hU dear wife 
knoir of any by-wsy ibat led to the csstle, as she was bora 
here, perhaps some sncb little patb might be kaown to ber, 
so that she would escape meieliDg the villain? Aad *s she 
whispered in retarn, " Yes, there was sacb a path," he bid 
b(T ran aloDg it qnick as thoagbt, have nil the bells rtag 
when she reached the castle, and even tbe cannon fired^ 
which was ready loaded for the farewell aalote to the Ladf 
of VToTgart on tbe moirow; and to gather as many people 
together, of all stations and age$, as conld be SQiiiinoQed oa 
the instant, and let them about " mnrder] mnnler!" Meu- 
wliile be wonld nm and draw up the bridge, then track (£e 
fellow along the sbrnbbcry, and seize him if possible. 

How Clara trembled and hesitated, as a young girl mighti 
but soon collecting herself, ehe said, althoogh with mach 
agitation, "I will tmst in God: the Lord is my strength, , 
of whom then shonld 1 be afraid?" and planged alone into 
tbe darkest part of the shrubbery, 

Marcus iastaotly ran down to the garden door, and 
began to draw np tbe bridge with as little noise as poasible. 
" What are you doing?" oilled oat a voice to him from the 
other aide, "I bear steps," he answered, "and perchance 
it is the castellan on bia rouods; he wonld discover aJL"* 
So be draws np the bridge, and then glided along the shrub- 
bery after my knave. 

Meanwhile Appclmann and Sidonisi, with the boundary 
lad, bad reached the door of tbe castle, throngh which be 
was determined to make good hia entrance after the lad by 



Bat at that very instant it opened, and iny gracious Lord 
Duke iTobann Frederick stood before them. For it has 
been already mentioned, tbat be left the chamber in wbtch 
|h4 r<>mily council was held, by a small private door which 
M down to this portion of the castle; bore he was looking 
jHOt for bis conrt-jester, CIns ilinze, to bid him order 
iJMtaRiaf^ea to convey him and his suite that very night to 
ftfamld, and by chanc« opened this very door which led 
«,«tlM*Urabbery. 

" o„dar kn03s. tbe Dnke called ontf 

-^ j^ iWn>?" tQ^^Hmelmanu answered, "Yea, 



bad recognised Ihe Duke by bia voicft] 
time he retreated n few steps into 
Ambberj, boping the Diilie wonld follow him. 

Bat the Dnke called out again, " Where art thon, Chu] 
"Eerel" responded Appelmann, retreating still furthi 
Vherenpon the boundary lad whispered, " That is not him . _ 
Bis Grace, however, lieard the whisper, and called out 
tngrilj, while he advanced from the door, " What meaneat 
'qu, knave? It ia I who calll Art thou drunk, fooll 

Ltbon moat hare a buckel; of water on thy head, for 
I away this night." 

So speaking, bi3 Highness -wont on still further into 
^bbery, npon wliicb my knaye makes a spring at 
boat and hnrU him to the ground, while be gives a load 
h»ill whistle tbrongh the fingers of his other hand. Now 
boundary lad goreamed in earnest, but Sidonia threatened 
I, and bade him hold his tongue, and run for the other 
TeUows and not mind them. Bat she screamed yet louder 
lieraelf, when a powerfal arm seized her round the waist, 



1 



and ahe fonnd herself in the grasp of Marcus Bork. 

Appeimann, who had stuffed his kerchief into the Duke's 
inouth to stifie his cries, and placed one knee upon his 
breast, now sprang np in terror at her scream, while at the 
same instant the bells rang, the cannon was fired, and all the 
court was filled with people shouting "murder! mnrderl" 
~ ' let go his bold of the Dnke, and without waiting to 
release Sidonia, darted down the shrnbbeiy, reached the 
bndge, and finding it raised, plunged into the water, and 
fiwam to the other aide. 

And here we see the hand of the all-merciful God; for 
had the bridge been down the band would have rushed over 
at their captain's whistle, and then ntctbinks there would 
have been a snd end to the whole princely race, for as I 
baye said, half the guests were drnnk and half were snoring, 
so that but for Marcus tins evil and accursed woman would 
hiLvo destroyed them all, as she had sworn. True, thtg^ 
■were destroyed by her at last, Lnt not until God gavo thMp^ 
over to destruction, iu consequence of their sIds, DO d 
and of the wickedness of the land. 

icious Lord felt trim 
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sprang up, crying-, "Help! lielpl" and ran aa quick ns he 
could back iDto the caatle. Marcos Bork followed wiili 
Sidonia, who drew a, kaiie to stab him, but he b^lw tbc 
glitter of the blade by the light of the lanterns (for one can 
easily imagine that the bells and the cannon had brought all 
the snorers to their legs), and giving her a blow upon the 
arm that made her drop the knife, dragged her throngh the 
little door, alter the Duke, as fast as he was able. 

So the whole princely party stood there, and great and 
sraall shouted when the upright Marcna appeared, holding 
Sidonia firmly by the back, while she writhed and twisted) 
and kicked him with her heels till the sweat ponred down 
his face. 

Bat when old Ulrich beheld her, he exclaimed — " Seven 
thousand devils I — -do my eyes deceive me, or is this Sidoni* 
again?" Her Grace, too, turned pale, and all were horrified 
at seeing the evil one, for they knew her wickedness. 

Then Marcus must relate the whole story, and how ha 
came to bring to nought the counsel of the devil. 

And when Duke Jobann heard the whole extent of the 
danger from which he had been saved, he fell upon the neck 
of the loyal Marcus, and, pressing him to his heart, ex- 
claimed, " Well-beloved Marcus, and dear fi-iend, thou hast \ 
saved my brother of Wolgast in the Stettin Forest, so haat 
thou saved roe this night, therefore accept knighthood from 
ray hands; and I make thee governor of my fortress of 
Saatzig." 

To which the other answered, — " He thanked his Grace 
heartily for the honours; hat he had already promised to 
remain in the service of his princely brother of Wolgast; 
and for that object had made pm-chase of the lands of 
Crienke." I 

But his Highness would hear of no refusal. Only let him I 
look at Saatzig; it was the finest fortress in the Itu^ 
What would he do in a miserable fishing village? Ttas | 
castle was almost gi-ander than his own dacal house Bi 
Stettin; and the knights' hall, with its stone pillars a^Kji 
carved capitals, was the most stately work of architectc«J* 
in tbe Jdngdom. Where woold he find such a dwelling ^ 
Ms village nest? Old Kleiat, t\ia gctvftVMiTi^i'ui. \'uK.£u "* 



^ 
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to whoin conld he give the c^atle sooner than to his 

worthy and loyal Marcns!" 

When old Dewita heard this (he was a little, dry old 

10, with long grey hair), he pressed forward to his aoD- 

ixw, and bade him by no means refuse a prince's offer; 

tzig was bat two miles off, and they conld see 

;h other every Sunday. Also, if they bad a hmit, a 

Standard erected on the tower of one castle conld be seen 

fldajnly from the tower of the other, and so they conld lead 

a light pleasant, neighbourly life, almost as if they all lived 

together." 

Still Marcus will not consent. Upon which his mother- 
in-law can no longer suppress her feelings, and comes for- 
ward to entreat him. (She was a good, pions matron, and 
as fat as her husband was thin.) So she stroked his cheeks: 
" And where in the land, as far as Usdom, conld he find 
anch fine muranes and maranes* — this fish he loved so 
mnch? — and where was such fine iiax to bo had, for his 
yonng wife to spin? — no flax in the land equalled that of 
Saatzigl — since ever she was a little gir!, people talked of 
the fine Saatzig flas. Let her dear daughter Clara come 
over, and see could she prevail aught with her stern hosband. 
Why, they conld send pudding hot to each other, the castles 
were so near." 

And DOW the mild yonng bride approached her husband, 
and taking his hand gently, looked up into his eyes with 
latt beseeching glances, but spake no word; so that the 
princely widow of Woigast was moved, and said, " Good 
Marcus, if you only fear to offend my son of Woigast by 
taking service at Saatzig, be composed on that head, for I 
ttyseif will make your peace. Groat, indeed, would be my 
joy to have yon and your young spouse settled at Crienke, 
which you know is but half a mile from Pudgla, my dower- 
(^tle, where I mean to reside ; yet these besecchiug glances 
"" my little Clara fill my heart with compassion, for do I 
'U>t read in her clear eyes that she would love to stay near 

* The great marana weighH from ten to twelve pounds, and is ■ 
'~1es of salmon-trout. Tbc iDniuna 19 uf tha same nee, but not 
_»r than the lierring. It muatnot lie cootouiuki-wi ' " 
' iriicfi tlie Romans were so fond, whicb w 
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her dear parents, aa indeed. 13 natural? Therefore, in God'a 
name acMpt the offer of yonr prince. 1 mjaelf commaDd 

Hereupon Marcns inclined himself gracefullj' to the 
Duchess and Duke Johann, and pressed his littie wife to 
his heart. " Bnt what need, gracious Prince, of a governor 
at Saatzig, when all the courts are closed and no justice 
can be done ? I shall eat my bread in idlaneaa, like a worn- 
oat hound. But, marry, if your Grace consents to opeil 
the conrts, I will accept your offer with thanks, and do taf 
daty as governor with all justice and fidelity." Then ha 
Grace answered, "WhatI good Marcns, dost thou begin 
again on that old theme which roused my wrath so lately, 
and made me&II into that peril? But I bethink me otthj 
bravery, and will say no bitter word; only thon mayeSt 
hold thy peace, for I have sworn by my princely bononr, 
and from that there is no retreating. However, thou 
hast leave to hold jurisdiction m thy own goverOment, 1 
and execnto justice according to thy own upright jtldg- 

So Marcos was silent; bnt the Dnchess and the other 
princes took up the subject, and assailed his Highness with 
earnest petitions: "Had he not himself felt and seen the 
danger of permitting these freebooters to get such a head 
in the land? Had not the finger of God warned him thia 
very night, in hopes of turning him back to the right path? 
Let him refiect, for the peace of his land was at stake." 
Bnt all in vain. Even though old Uhich tumbled mto tile 
argument with his seven thousand devils, yet could (lie^ 
obtiiiu no other answer from his Highness but — " If &i 
states give me gold, I shall open the courts; if theygiTO 
no gold, the conrts shall remain closed for ever. Were ht 
to be brought before the. emperor, or Pontius Pilate Wiii- 
self, it was all alike; they might tear him in pieces, but 
not one nail's breadth of his princely word would be retreat 
from, or break it Hko a woman, for their prayers.'' 

Then he rose, and calling his fool Olas to him, bid bim 
run to the old priest, and tell him he would sleep at faiB 
i/nnrtcrs that night, for he nrnst ta\e ^wm-, hnt the tner^ 
Clas, 03 be was running out, gotXieVwii Via 'Wi^'Maft, «* 



I Mqc^ his fool's cnp upon tbo bead of bis Gritcc, CiTiiig C^H 
K '^ Here, keep mj cap for me." ^H 

B However, hia Highness did BOt relish tfaa joke, for ov{^^ 
Hne laughed; and he ran after the fool, tr/ing to catch him, 
H nd threatening to have his head cut off; but Clas got be- 
^■nd llie others. Bud clapping hia hands, cried ont, " Yon 
^BHK&r the conrta are closed. Unzza! the conrts are 
^^^Hpf Whereupon he runs out at tho door, and toy 
^^^^HB Lord after him, with the fool's cap upon hia head. 
^^^^H he retnm again to the hnll, but went to sleep at 
^^^Hnfs qnaTters, as he had said; and next moroiug, hj 
^^^Hi dawn of daf, set off ou his journey homcwsrd. 
^^HPfbia while no oue had troabled himself about Sidooia. 
^Hffincious Ladj wept, tho j'onng lords laughed, old Ulricb 
^^on, whilst the good Marcos murmured softly to his 
Htiuig wife, " Be happy, Clara; for thy sake I shall con- 
^ptmt to go to Saatzig. I hare decided." 
W This filled her with such joy that she danced, and smiled, 
■ and flung herself into her mother's anna; nothing was 
^wanting now to her happiness! Just then her eyes rested 
^bpon Sidonia, who was leaning agabst the wall, as pale as 
Hr6oi|iBe. Clara grew quite calm in a moment, and asked, 
^HmasBioiiately, " What aileth thee, poor Sidonia?" 
^^B'/tWi hungry!'^ was the auawor. At this the gentle 
HHh iras so abocked, that the tears filled her eyes, and she 
Ftetcltomed, "Wait, thou shalt partake of my wedding-feast;" 
I and away went she. 

I The attention of the others was, by this time, also di- 
rected to Sidonia. And old Ulrieh said, " Compose your- 
self, gracions Lady; I trust your son, the prince, will not bo 
so bard and stem as he promises; now that the water has 
touched hia own neck, methinks he will soou come to reason ; 
but what shall we do now with Sidonia?" 

Upon which ray Lady of Wolgast turned to her, and 
asked if ahe were yet wedded to her gallows-bird? " Not 
yet," was the answer; "bat she would soon be." Tl 
my gracious Lady spat out at her; and, addressing Ulrf 
naked what he wonid advise. 

So the stout old knight said: "If the matter « 
to hini, he would jii^ aoud for the exccittioner, ai 
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licv cars and noje slit, as a warning and example, for no 
good could ever come of hor now, and then pack her oflF 
next day to her farm at Zachow; for if they let her loose, 
she would ran to her paramour again, and come at last to 
gallows and wheel; bnt if they just slit her nose, then he 
would hold her in abhorrence, as well as all other meu- 
folk." 

During this, Clara had entered, and set fiah, and wild- 
hoar, and meat, and bread, before the girl; and aa she 
heiird Ukich'a last words, she bent down and whispered, 
" Fear nothing, Sidonia, I hope to be able to protect thee, 
as I did once before; only eat, Sidonial Ahl hadst thoa 
followed my advicol I alwaya meant well by thee, and 
even now, if I thought thou wonldst repent truly, poor 
Sidonia, I would take thee with me to the castle of Saateig^ 
and never lot thee want for aught through life." 

When Sidonia heard this, she wept and promised amend- 
ment. Only let Clara try her, for she could never go to 
Zachow and play the peasant girl. Upon which Clara 
turned to her Highness, and prayed her Grace to give 
Sidonia np to her. See how she was weeping; misfortune 
trnly had softened her, and she wotdd soon be brought back 
to God. Only let her take her to Saatzig, and treat her as 
a sister. At this, however. Old Ulrich shook his head — 

"Clara, Clara," he exclaimed, "knowest thou not that 
the Moor cannot change his skin, nor the leopard bis 
spots? I cannot, then, let the serpent go. Think on oor 
mother, girl; it is a bad work playing with serpents." 

Her Grace, too, became thoughtful, and said, at last — 

" Could we not send her to the convent at MarienflieM, 
or somewhere else?" 

"What the devil would she do in a convent?" exclaimed 
the old knight "To infect the young maidens vrith her 
vices, or plague them with lier pride? Now, there waa 
nothing else for her bat to be packed off to Zachow." 

Now Clara looked np once again at her husband 

with her soft, tearful eyes, for ho had said no word all tius 

time, but remained quite mute; and he drew her to him, 

and said — 

"/ underatand thy wish, deax Ctea., W^. &c i^Xi, \a\^ 
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ia right. It ii o. dangcroas busiuess, dear Clara! Let 
Sidonis go." 

At tliis Siilonia cra^rled forth like a serpent from her 
comer, and howled — 

"Clara had pity on her, bnt he wonH turn her oat to 
starve — he, who bore her own name, and was of her own 

Alas I the good knight was ashamed to refuse any lon- 
ger, and finally promised the e^il one that she should go 
with them to Saat;tig. So hci* Grace at lust consented, 
but old Ulrich shook his gray head ten times more, 

"Ho had lived many years in. the world, bat never had 
it come to his knowledge that a, godless man was tamed by 
love. Fear was the only teacher for them. All their lovo 
would be thrown away on this harlot; for even if the stont 
Marcus kept her tight with bit and rein, and tried to bring 
her back by fear, yet the moment his back was tnmed, 
Clara woald spoil all again by love and kindness." 

However nobody minded the good knight, though it all 
came to pass just as he had prophesied. 



CHAPTEB XV. 

now SIDONIA DEllEAHB HCttSKLF AT THE CASTLE OF aAATHG, 
A»D HOW CLARA FORGETS TH£ INJUNCTIONS 0^ HEU BELOVED 
HDSUANT, WHEN HE LEAVES HEH TO ATTEND THE DIET AT 
WOLLIN, ON THE flUQJEOT OF THE COtJRTS. ITEM; HOW THB 
SEn[!tl£ PRINCE, DUEE JDaANN FREDESICE, BEHEAIS BIS 
COURT TOOL WITH A SAUSAGE. 

SuMMA, — SiJonia went to the castle of Saatzig, and her 
worthy consin Marcos gave her a little chamber to heraelf, 
in tbe third stoiy, close to the tower. It was the sumo 
room in whiuh she afl:«rwards sat aa a witch, for sotae da^B 
ere she was taken to Oderburg, There was a right cheer- 
ful view from the windows down npon tbe lake, which was 
close to the caatle, and over the little town of Jacobahagen, 
as far even as the meadows beyond. Here, too, was left » 
Bible for her, and the opei-a Liilheri in addition, with plenty 
of materials for spinning and embroidery, for she had refnscd 
to weave. Item: a serving wench was appointed to attend 
on her, and she had permission to walk where she pleased 
wiihin the castle walls; but if ever seen beyond the domwn, 
the keepers had orders to bring her back by force, if she 
would not retnrn willingly. 

In fine, the careful knight took every precantion posable 
to render her presence as little baneful as could be, for, 
truth to say, he had no faith whatever in her tears and 
scpming repentance. 

First, ho strictly forbade all his secretaries to interehange 
a word with her, or even look at her. They need not know 
, bnt any one who trangressed his slightest comroaDd 
in this particular, shoold be chased away instantly from the 
CBstle. 

he prayed his dear wife to let Sidonia cat her 
meals alone, in her own little room, and never to seo hor 
bnt in the presence of a t.bini pcr^mi. 

Also, never to accept tbt* 'li-luc:;! -in frum lier hand — 
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flower, or any kind of food wliatsoover. Ttesc tojoi 
tioDS were the more necessary, as tlic yonng bride bul alrf 
hopes of so heir. Sidonia'a rage and jealoiivy 
US prospect of complete happineas for Clara may 
tnaei from her words to her maid, Leiio Feakiin, 
Ips after she reached tlie castle — 

Bsl thcj are talking of the baptism already forBOOth}^ 
^ ]i might have been oibcrwisc if I bad come serosa her a 
^e sooner I" 
This same maid also ahe scat to Daber for the spirit 
which bad been left behind at the last reetiug-ph 
^^, the robberti, never telling her it was a spirit, howevc 
ily a tame cat, that was a great pet of hers. " It ini 
^ lialf-dead with hanger now, for it was foor daya sii 
If) had left it in the hollow of an old oak in the f 
iQ poor creature 1 '-So let t!ie maid take » flask of 
lilk and a little saucer to feed it. She could not miss 
ray, for, when ahe stepped out of the higb-roai] U DabeP 
□to the forest, there was a thoro-buah to her left haud,' 
and jnst beyond it a large oak where the I'avens Lad their 
Tiests; in a hollow of this oak, to the north side, lay hat 
dear little cat. But she must not tell any one about tho 
latter, or they would langb at hor fur sendiiig licr maid two 
lijfs and more to look for a cat. Men had no coni|)asiiion 
pr tender-heartedneaa now-a-days to each other, much leas 
a poor dumb animal. No; juat let her say that vho 
went to fetch a robe which her mistress had left in the 
oak. Here was an old gown, toko this with Iier. anil it 
)vonld do to wrap up the poor little pussy in it after she ' 
^a it and warmed it, so that no one mi^ht sea it, f< 
what a mock would all these pitiless men muke of luu-, 
they heard the object of her message; but she was ni 
cruel like them." 

Now, after some time, it hapj)ened that the states of 
Puchy assembled at Wollin, to come to some arrangemi 
with bis Highness rejecting the opening of the courts _ 
juslJcc; and Marcus Bork, along with all tlieotber nolilrs, was 
summoned to attend tiio Diet. So, with great grief ha hod 

leave his dear wife, but promised, if posablc, Ip roti 
before she was takeu with her i!im;s£. Then ' '" ^ 
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of good coni'age, and, above ol] things, to gnanl herself 
agmost >')idoDia, anil mind etdctlj all fals injunctions con- 
oerniDg her. 

AlasI she too soon flung them all to the windal For, 
behold, scarcely had the good knight arrived at Wollin, 
when Clara ■was delivered of a little son, at trhich great joy 
filled the whole castle. And one messenger was dispatch^ 
to Marcus, and another to old Dewitz and his wife with the 
tidings; bnt woe, alas! the good old mother was going tO 
stand sponsor for a nobleman's child in the neighbourhood] 
and could not hasten then to save her dear daughter from a 
terrible and cruel death. She cooked some broth, however, 
for the young mother, and pouring it into a silver flask, bid 
the messenger ride back with all speed to Saatzig, that it 
might not be too cold. She herself would be over in tha 
morning early with her hnsband, and let her dear littla 
danghter keep herself warm and quiet. 

Meanwhile Sidonia had heard of the buth, and sent her 
maid to wish the yoong mother jey, and ask her permission 
jost to give one little kiss to her new cousin, for tbey told 
her he was a bcautifnl infaut. 

Alas, alas I that Clara's joy should make her forget the 
judicious cantionB of her husbaadl Pormission was given 
to the murderess, and down she comes directly to offer her 
congratolationa; even affecting to weep lor joy aa she 
kissed the infant, and praying to be allowed to act as nnrse 
until her mother came from Daber. 

" Why, she had no one about her but common serving- 
womenl How could she leave her dearest friend to the 
care of these old hags, when she was in the castle, who 
owed everything to her dear Clara?" 

And so she went on till poor Clara, even if she did not 
quite believe her, felt ashamed to doobt bo much appareat 
affection aud tcsdemess. 

Summa, — She permitted her to remain, and we shall 
soon 300 what mnrderona deeds Sidonia was planning 
against the poor yonng mothei-. But first I must relate 
what happoiied,^^,^ Diet of Wollin, to which HarcDS 
Bork had ^^^^__. 

Jjis Hi^^^^^HvSV^ ''"^ become somewhat more 



gndow to tlie states siuce the; had come to the Diet at 
their own cost, which wns ont of tho osagc; aud furliicr, 
because, as old lllrich prophesied, he himself had felt 
bconTenieoces resDlliig from the present lawless state 
■he comitry. 

Sdll he was ill-tempered eoongh, particniarly as he 
% fever oa him; and when tho states promised at last thi 
Utey WDold lot hira have the money, he s^d, "So far good; 
but, till he saw tho gold, the courts should not he opened. 
Kot that he misdoabted them, bat then ho know that they 
were sometimes as tedious in handing onl money as a poa- 
unt in paying his tent. The courts, therefore, should not 
be opened untd he had the gold in his pot, eo it would bo 
to their own profit to nse as much diligence as possible." 
At this same Diet his Grace related how he first met Clas, 
his fool, which story I shall set down here for the reader's 



same fool had been nothing bnt a poor goose-herd; 
day as ho was on the road to Friedrichswald with 
my graciona Lord rode up, and growing impatient 
__ geese nmuing hither and tfutber in his path, bid tho 
ly collect them together, or he would strike them all 
dead. 

Upon which the knave took up goose after goose by the 
throat, and stuck them by their long necks into his girdie, 
tin a circle of geese hong entirely ronnd his body, all dang- 
ling by the head irora his waist. 

Tliis meny device pleased my Lord so mnch, that ho 
made the lad court-jester from that day, and many a droll 
trick he had played from that to this, particniarly when his 
Highness was gloomy, so as to make him laugh agahi. 
Once, for matance, when tho Dake was sore pressed for 
money, by reason of the opposition of the states, ho became 
very sad, and all the doctors were consulted, bnt could do 
nothing. For miless his Grace could be brought to laugh 
(they Biiid to the Lady Erdmuth), it was all over with hun. 
Then my gradona Lady had the fool whipped for a i 
jester, who could not drive hia triide; for if he di 
make tho Dnke laugh, why should he stay at iJl i 
castle? 



^ClS SISOHU THE Bl 

Wliat did my fool? He collected aH the princely solcia- 
tcaka, and got leave from their Graces to review them; auij 
surely ne^er were seen ench Etrange evolationa as he pat 
them through, for they inuat do everything he bid them. 
Ami when his Ilighneaa came forth to look, he ianghed so 
lonrl as never bad fool made bim laugh before ; and calling 
the Duobcaa, bid him repeat hb eiperiraentum^ many times 
for her. In fine, the fool got tho good town of BaCterdorT 
for his fee, which changed its name in honoar of him, and 
is called Iliiiaeiidorr to this day (for hia name was Binze). 

Bnt Clas Hlnze had not been able to cure my Lord Duke 
of his fever, which attacked him at the' Diet at WoUin, nor 
all the doctors from Stettin, nor even Doctor Fomius, who 
had been scot fi-om Wolgaat bytbe old Dnchesa, to attend 
her dear sonj and as the doctor (as I have said) was a for- 
mal, priggish little man, he and ths fool were always bick- 
ering and snarling. 

Now one day at "WoUm, tho weather being beautifnl. his 
Grace, with several of the chief prelates, and many of the 
nobility, went forth to walk by the river's side, and the fool 
ran along with them : item, Doctor Pomius, who, if he could 
not run, at least tried to walk majestically; and he munch^ 
a piece of sugar ail the time, for ho never could keep his 
month still a moment. Seeing hia Grace now about to croM 
the bridge, the doctor etarted forward with as much baste 
as waa condstent with bis dignity, and seizing bis Htghneaa 
by the t^l of tho coat, drew bim back, declaring, " That ho 
must not pass the water; all water wonld give strength to 
the fever-deviL" But his Highness, who was talking Latin 
to the Deacon of Colberg, turned on the doctor with: 
" Apage te asincl" and strode forward, whilst ono of thq 
. nobles gave a iree translation aloud for the benefit of tfao 
others, saying. "And that moans: begono, thou assl" 

Whon the fool heard this he clapped the Uttle man on ths 
back, shouting, " Well done, assl and there is tby fee (or 
eating our gracious Prince of hia fever." 

Tbia so nettled the doctor that he spat ont the lump of 
sngarfor rage, and tried to seize the fool; but tho crowd 
laagbed still louder when Clas jumped on the back of au 
old woman, giving her the spur with bis yellow boots in the 



stje, aad shaking his head with the cap ami bollii at the 
little doctor in mockeiy, who coulJ not get near bim for tliu 
aowi. So the woman screamed and roared, and the people 
luigbed, till at la^t the Dnke stopped in the middle of the 
bridge to eee what was the matter. When the fool obaoi-ved 
Hiia he sprang off the old woman's back, and calling ont to 
lite doctor — " See how I cure onr graciona Lord's fever," rau 
upon the bridge like wind, and, seizing the Duko with all 
' us force, jmnped with him into the water- 
Now the people screamed from horror, aa much aa before 
from mirth, and thirty or forty burghers, along with Marcos 
fiorl^ plnnged in to rescue his Highness, whilst others tried 
t(> 6Mze the fool, threatening to tear him in pieces. 

This was a joyfnl hearing to Doctor Pomius. Ho drew 
forth hiB knife — " Wonld they not finish the knave at once? 
Hera was a knife just ready." 

But the fool, who was strong and snpple, swnng liimseif 
^lyto the bridge, and cronclied in between the archi 
^Hbog hold of the beams, so that no one dared t^ 
^^^Btere, and his Highness was soon carried to land. 
HPna flaming rage, as he shook off the water, 
'^•^wliere is that sccarsed fool ? He had only th rcatened t? 
cut off his head at Daber, bat now it shonld be done in earnest." 
So the fool shouted from under the bridge — "Uol ho! 
tho conrta are all closedl the courts are all closed!" At 
which the crowd laughed so heartily, that my Lord Dnke 
grew still more angry, and commanded them to bring the 
fool to him dead or dive. 

Hearing this, the fool crept forward of himself, and whim- 
pered in his Low Dntch : " My good Lord Duke, praise be 
to God that we've made tho doctor fly. I'il give him a 
little piece of drink-money for his journey, and then I'll be 
your doctor myself. For if tho fright has not cured yoi 
marry, let the deacon be your fool, and I will be your di 
con as long aa I live." 

However, toy gracious Lord was in no humour for fo 
hnt bid thera carry off the fool to prison, and lock him 
there; for thoagh, mdeed, tho fever had really quite goi 
as his Highness perciaved to liia joy, yet he was resoJi 
to give the fool a right good fright in 
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Therefore, ou the third day from that, he commanded 
him to be brought ont and beheaded on the scaffold at Wol- 
lin. He wore a white shroiid, bordered with black gauze, 
over his motley jacket, and a priest and melancholy masic 
accompanied him all the way; but Master Hansen had 
direotiona that, when the fool was seated in the chair with 
his eyes bound, he should atrike the said fool on the neck 
with a sausage in place of the sword. 

Howeyei", no one suspected this, and a great crowd fol- 
lowed the poor fool up to the scaffold ; even Doctor Pomiua 
was there, and kept close np to tho condemned. As the 
fool passed the docal house, there was my Lord seated at a 
window looking out, and the fool looked np, saying: " My 
gracious master, is this a fool's jest you are playing nie, or 
b it earnest?" 

To which the Duke answered, — "You see it is earnest" 

Then answered the fool, — "Well, if I must, I must; yet 
I crave one boonl" 

When the promise was granted, the knave, who conld not 
give up his joatmg even on the death-road, said: "Then 
make Doctor Pomius herewith to bo fool in my place, for 
look how he is learning all my tricks from me — sticking 
himself close np to my side." 

Hereat a great shout of laughter pealed from tho crowd, 
and the Dnke motioned with the hand to proceed to the 
scaffold. 

Still the poor fool kept looking round every moment, 
thinking his Grace wonid send a message after them to stop 
tho esecntion, but no one appeared. Then his teeth chat- 
tered, and he trembled like an aspen leaf; for Master 
Hansen seized hold of him now, and put him down npoQ the 
chMT, and bound his eyes. Still he asked, with his eyea 
bound, "Master, is any one oombg?" 

"Nol" replied tho executioner; aud, throwing back hts ' 
red cloak, drew forth a large sausage in place of a sword, to 
the great amusement of the people. With this ho strikes 
my fool on the neck, who thereupon tambles down from tile 
stool, as stone dead from the mere fright as if hb bead and 
botlf had paited company — yea, more dead — for never h 
£ager or a mascle did the poor ioo\ ittO"jei laQTft. 
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Thia sad eniliug moved hia Grace even lo tears; and ha 
All into a yet greater raelanoboly thau before, crying, — 
"Woel staal He gave mo my life through fright, and 
through fright I have taken away hia poor life! Ah, 
jiever shall I meet with so good and merry a fool 

Then he gave command to all the phyaiciana to try and 
restore h irn, and he himself stood by while they bled him 
and felt hia pulse, but all waa in vain; oven Doctor Poniius 
tried hia skill, but nothing would help, so that my Lord 
cried out angrily — 

" Marry, the fool was right. The fools ahonld ha doc- 
tora, for the doctors are all fools. Away with ye all, and 
jour gibberish, to the devil!" 

After this he had the said fool placed in a handaomo 
black coffin, and conveyed to his own town of Hinzendor^ 
thei'e to bo bnried; and over his grave my Lord erected 
stately monament, on which waa represented the poor fo 
as large as life, with his cap and bells, and staff 
his hajid; and ronnd his waist was a. girdle, from whi( 
many geese dangled, all cut like life, while at hia side lay 
his shepherd's bag, and at his feet a beer-can. The figure 
's five feet two inches long, and bears a Latin inscription 
above it, which I forget; but the initials, G, H. are car^'ed 
upon each cheek.* 

Shortly after the death of the fool a messenger arrived 
from Saatzig to Marcus Bork, bringing him the joyful 
tidings that the Lord God had granted him the bleaang 
, a little son. So he is away to my Lord Duke, to solii 
permission to leave the Diet and return to hia castle. 
the Duke readily granted, seeing that he himself was goioj^ 
away to attend the funeral of tho poor fool at Hinzeudorf. 
Then he wished Marcus joy with all hia heart, which so 
emboldened the knight that he ventured to make one more 
y effort about the opening of the conrta, praying hia Grace 
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pnt futh in the word of his faithful states, and open the 
courts and the treasury without further delay. 

But his Grace is wroth : " What should he be troubled 
for? The states could give th^ money when they chose, 
and then all would be right Let the nobles do their duty. 
He never saw a penny come out of their pockets for their 
Prince." 

'* But his Highness knew the poor peasants were all beg- 
gared; and where could the nobles get the money?" 

"Let them go to their saving-pots, then, where the 
money was turning green from age ; better for them if they 
had less avarice. Why did not he himself bring him some 
gold, in place of dressing up his wife in silks and jewels, 
finer than the Princess Erdmuth herself, his own princely 
spouse? Then, indeed, the courts might be soon opened," 
&c. So the sorrowing knight took his leave, and each went 
his different way. 
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